MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH
COUNCIL held on Monday, 4 April 2022 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road,
Saughall.
In attendance:

Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair)
Councillor MA Hallows
Councillor DF Holman
Councillor H Jennings
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr
Councillor Mrs L Rutter
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar
Councillor A Warrington
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley
Graham Hudspeth, Responsible Financial Officer

147.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs K Evans and PP
Young.

148.

MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
(a) New Members’ Code of Conduct
RESOLVED:
That the new Members Code of Conduct drawn up by Cheshire West and
Chester Council and amended by the Parish Council sent to Members under
separate cover and posted on the Parish Council’s website for review (Minute
Nos. 128(a) and 139(a) refers.) be approved and posted on the Council’s
website.
(b) Declarations of Interest
Councillor Mrs JM Young declared a personal interest in agenda Item No.
12(g) - Saughall Matters – Vernon Institute (Minute No. 159(g) refers) by
virtue of her being a Trustee of the Vernon Institute.
Councillor MA Hallows declared a Personal and Disclosable Pecuniary
Interest interest in Item No. 16 – Christmas Lights (Minute No. 164 refers) by
virtue of him being related to the Council’s electrical contractor. He indicated
that he would leave the meeting when this item of business was under
discussion.
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149.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 March 2022 be
confirmed as a correct record.

150.

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the work that she had conducted and the actions that she
had taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council
held on 7 March 2022.
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted.

151.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Councillor A Bailey reported that the Clerk had arranged the Annual Parish
Meeting on 18 April 2022 which was Easter Monday. He proposed that the
meeting be moved to Tuesday, 19 April 2022.
RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to rearrange the Annual Parish Meeting and send
an email to all Members to confirm the date, time, and venue of the meeting.

152.

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a meeting had been arranged with the
parents of Years 5 and 6 children, the Headteacher at All Saints C of E Primary
School, Mrs Donna Prenton, Members of the Parish Council and Officers from
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s School Transport Section to discuss the
school transport situation in Saughall.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
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153.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S
REPORT
Councillor Simon Eardley presented his report on the following matters:
(a) Public Right of Way (PROW) Maintenance
Councillor Eardley was pleased to see ongoing progress with the
maintenance of PROW within the parish. Members recalled his involvement
in PROW route 8 (Little Saughall, off Hermitage Road). Richard Ankers,
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s PROW Officer had reported as follows
on 24 March 2022 and Councillor Eardley had seen these works for himself
and included a photograph of them in his report. He had walked the route
now that it was passable because of hedge trimming having been
undertaken.
“Further to previous emails on the subject, I’ve just returned from
replacing the step and uprights on the stile on the above Footpath. It
would appear that the landowner has already secured the lower of the two
steps, but as the uprights of the taller one were both rotten, I’ve replaced
both uprights and the step board. Hopefully, that should give it a bit of a
longer life. The landowner did say that they’d give it and the one at the
other end of the Footpath some [further] attention in due course.”
Councillor Eardley had also raised the ongoing presence of a fallen tree on
the PROW route towards Bluebell Wood/Dingle Wood with Rischard Ankers
and he had replied, earlier in the day, as follows:
“I’ve got it on my calendar to cut it up on the 13th whilst I’m there checking
the notices for the bridge closure (I’ve emailed the contractor concerned
this morning regarding the bridge as I believe that it still hasn’t been
done).”
(b) HyNet
The proposed HyNet project, specifically the CO2 pipeline works that would
have an impact on the parish were taken seriously by both Councillor Eardley
and Cheshire West and Chester Council’s officers. Following recent
discussions, Councillor Eardley had raised concerns about potential flooding
on one part of the likely route (where it crossed Hermitage Road near number
139). The response from the HyNet team was as follows:
“Thank you for contacting us and for taking the time to tell us about the
flooding and for attaching an image of the flooded area. It is very helpful,
and we really appreciate it.
In addition to gathering information from those that live and work in the
area, we are working with the relevant flood authorities including the
Environment Agency and Cheshire West and Chester Council to prepare
a Flood Risk Assessment which will be submitted as part of our
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application for development consent. The Flood Risk Assessment will
assess the potential implications of the proposed pipeline on flood risk to
people and property, as well as assessing the potential risk of flooding to
the proposed pipeline itself.
The route of our proposed pipeline is being designed, as far as feasible, to
avoid areas prone to flooding and as part of the Flood Risk Assessment,
the project team will consider the development of mitigation measures,
particularly during construction to reduce flood risk.”
Following discussion at the last Parish Council meeting regarding highways’
impacts, specifically in respect of any closure to Sealand Road and the
knock-on this might have, Councillor Eardley had raised the matter with
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Director of Highways/Strategic
Transport at a regular briefing on 11 March 2022. She had been fully
appraised of concerns and had been party to a ‘scoping report’ produced in
January around the likely works. The Principal Council was not the lead on
these infrastructure builds but there was strong liaison underway between its
Highways and Planning and the wider HyNet team. The intention was firmly
to limit any impact as much as possible, accepting that some would be
inevitable for works of this nature. Councillor Eardley expected this to be an
ongoing point of dialogue.
(c) Shotwick Park Estate ‘Disposal’
Councillor Eardley had been advised by Cheshire West and Chester
Council’s officers as follows:
“The first elements of the legal documents are with the buyers’ solicitors
with both parties making good progress in seeking to complete all due
diligence and the transaction as soon as is practicable.”
Councillor A Bailey informed that he had had a telephone conversation with
Mr Lex Greensill about the Shotwick Park Estate and had suggested that he
hold a public meeting once the contract was signed.
(d) Footpath Obstruction – The Ridings/The Close
The Clerk and Councillor Eardley had been involved in correspondence with
a resident who raised concerns regarding an obstruction to the footpath on
The Ridings because of hedge growth at 2 The Close which appeared to
currently be vacant. The matter had been logged with the Highways Authority
and dialogue had been undertaken which had resulted in (as of 12 March
2022) the overgrowth being cut back and the route being easily navigable
again.
(e) Pear Tree Farm Development
Following discussions at the last Parish Council meeting, Councillor Eardley
had reiterated further concerns to Cheshire West and Chester Council
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regarding a number of issues at the ongoing Pear Tree Farm development. In
particular, the matter of inappropriate parking on Hermitage Road had been
emphasised, together with concern regarding the open ‘drainage pond’ area.
Councillor Eardley had sent an email as follows:
“Further to my email below, the site was discussed tonight at Saughall and
Shotwick Park Parish Council. On my way home I stopped (safely!) to take
the attached images which illustrate well my second bullet point below.
This is very unsatisfactory parking and dangerous in my view in this
location. The first image shows my car lights illuminating the area and the
second without shows how dark it all is generally. Whilst clearly vehicles
travelling the route will have their lights on at night, because of the nature
of the bend in the road here, you could easily be caught unawares.
The Parish Council also discussed the condition of the road immediately
next to the footpath. It would be good to know the timeframe of this to be
reinstated properly – it is not in a good condition at all now and so if this
could be pursued with the developers urgently that would be much
appreciated.
Parish Council Members also concurred with my concern about the water
in the drainage pond, its colour and the safety hazard owing to a lack of
fencing.”
The main Planning Officer Councillor Eardley had dealt with on this case
responded as follows on 9 March 2022:
“I understand your concerns regarding the highway. Our highways team
have been in contact with the developer, and you should today see some
barriers and signage for highway users going up. The developer has also
advised that the s278 agreement should be signed by the end of the week
and this would result in the highway works beginning and ensure that our
highways team can get the work completed to the correct specification.
This would include the works for the bus stop and street lighting.
In terms of the pond as it is on private land it is the developer’s
responsibility. Welsh Water will be working alongside the developer in
relation to the drainage and I have asked them for an update.
In terms of planning, we are still working alongside the developers to
ensure that we continue to adhere to the requirements of planning
conditions, I am waiting to hear back from the agent.”
(f) Planning


Far East Takeaway
Members recalled that a planning application had been submitted for an
improved air extraction system for this business last year. Councillor
Eardley had been extensively involved with resident concerns here in
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conjunction with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Regulatory
Services and continued to press them around cleaning and maintenance
points which were a considerable issue. Progress was awaited on the
planning application itself (which had been called-in by Councillor Eardley
in any case). The latest position was as follows (17 March 2022):
“Unfortunately, we are still awaiting amended plans from the applicant,
in light of the comment which were received during the consultation
period, noticeably moving the extraction system so that it projects
above the eaves of the main dwelling, whilst reducing the total width
down so that visually there is less harm.
We have asked for the exact specifications of the fan fitting system as
well as the silences and other attenuation which will be installed to limit
the noise and odour.
I have just contacted the applicant to request an update and he has
advised that his agent is producing the plans but hasn’t passed them
on yet. I have been given the agents details and will relay with him
today to chase receipt as I appreciate the matter has been ongoing for
a long time now.”


Land to the rear of Roslyn, Long Lane
This remained unresolved but Councillor Eardley was in close touch with
the most affected residents. The application remained called-in by him
and he would push it to the Planning Committee should the officer dealing
with it not recommend refusal. As far as Councillor Eardley was
concerned, there remained many issues regarding the suitability of this
site for the proposed development, around drainage, the siting of the
building on site and the impact on neighbour amenity as well as on
biodiversity. On the latter point the Principal Council was waiting for the
additional biodiversity surveys to be undertaken which may have a
decisive impact one way or another on whether this application was
agreed or not. Councillor Eardley would continue to keep Members
informed.

(g) Implementation of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Waste Strategy
Members were aware that this new strategy had been agreed last year and
Cheshire West and Chester Council continued to roll out its implementation.
Latest developments included proposals to implement charges for the
disposal and processing of some types of waste at Household Waste and
Recycling Centres. This would have seen a policy of charging (e.g., £3.70 per
bag of ‘rubble’/DIY waste from domestic customers) implemented from April
2022. This had now been stalled as the Places Scrutiny Committee (of which
Councillor Eardley was Deputy Chairman) had insisted on a review of the
policy which was due to take place at a meeting on 11 April 2022. The
proposed charges related to items such as the following: soil, bricks,
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concrete, tiles, slate, sand, gravel, rocks, stone, paving slabs, ceramics
(wash basins, toilets etc), glass and plasterboard.
(h) School Transport
There had been no specific further update from Councillor Eardley on School
Transport. Cheshire West and Chester Council awaited confirmation of
government funding from its recent comprehensive bus services submission
which may have a positive impact in terms of dealing with the issues of
concern. Councillor Eardley had supported a resident who had approached
him regarding an appeal for their daughter’s admission to Blacon High School
in the form of a supporting letter to the formal appeal process. The outcome
was awaited.
(i) Climate Emergency Fund
As part of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s commitment to supporting
communities to tackle climate change, a third round of their dedicated
Climate Emergency Fund had been launched (31 March 2022). The funding
would provide a financial boost for local organisations and Council projects
that could reduce carbon emissions, helping the borough to become carbon
neutral by 2045. Applicants were invited to submit bids by the Friday, 6 May
2022 deadline for a share of the £50,000 available in the third funding round
(this related to the financial year 2022-23). Further rounds of Climate
Emergency funding would be available from 2023 to 2024. The fund had
been set up as part of the Council’s work to tackle the Climate Emergency,
with local organisations that met the funding criteria able to bid for a share.
Successful applicants would need to provide evidence that their projects
could be implemented swiftly and would make a positive contribution to the
borough’s ambition of becoming carbon neutral by 2045.
Eligible organisations included town and parish councils, voluntary
organisations, community groups, small charities, and other not-for-profitorganisations. Examples of projects eligible for funding included (but were not
limited to) the following:







Renewable energy projects
Energy efficiency projects
Heat pump projects
Zero or low carbon transport
Waste reduction
Natural capital/natural environment projects.

(j) Miscellaneous


Litter Pick
Councillor Eardley intended to support the Saughall Rotary Club planned
litter pick in the village on Saturday, 9 April 2022 and hoped that some
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Members of the Parish Council might also be available to do so. He had
not yet seen a confirmed time or rendezvous point but he had also offered
assistance with obtaining relevant kit and the collection of bags at the end.


Long Lane Wildflowers
Councillor Eardley had contacted Cheshire West and Chester Council’s
Environment officers regarding the ‘in-principle’ agreement to undertake a
wildflower planting project in Saughall in conjunction with the Parish
Council and was in the process of arranging a meeting to progress this.



Greenway Wildflowers
The practical implementation of the proposed scheme at this location was
awaited and Councillor Eardley had been told it would be very soon.

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his comprehensive report.
154.

POLICE MATTERS
(a) Police Report
PCSO Tony Icke had circulated a written report to Members on incidents and
crimes committed in the Saughall and Mollington Beat Area during the period
from 1 to 31 March 2022.
The report included brief details of road related offences, highway
disruptions, violence/harassment, suspicious persons and activity, thefts,
concerns for safety, burglary and road/traffic collisions and anti-social activity
etc.
Councillor A Bailey informed that PCSO Tony Icke would be moving on as he
had been successful in obtaining a Police Constable post. The Council would
welcome Lauren Swindles in time.
Councillor MA Hallows informed that there had been a recent fatality on the
Parkgate Road when a lady had been hit by an ambulance on an emergency
call. She had been walking on her own in the dark. Councillor A Bailey
suggested that the Highways Working Group may wish to look at this tragic
accident.
RESOLVED:
That the content of the police report be noted.
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(b) Community Speed Watch
The Council considered a report prepared by PCSO Tony Icke on Speed
Watch activity that had taken place on 23 March 2022. During this time, the
volunteers had been at two locations, The Ridings 15:00-16:00 and then
Seahill Road 16:30-17:30. As there had been a sizeable number of
volunteers in attendance, they had been able to prepare the usual VRM log
sheet to generate the letters and a tally sheet of all vehicle speeds in a given
direction.
The results were as follows:
The Ridings – Direction from Hermitage Road towards Rakeway










Seventeen vehicles under 20mph
Four vehicles at 20mph
Two vehicles at 21mph
Three vehicles at 22mph
Six vehicles at 23mph
Three vehicles at 24mph
One vehicle at 25mph
Four vehicles at 26mph
Two vehicles at 27mph

Forty-two vehicles in total with ten of those activating the device at a speed to
generate a warning letter. Fifty percent of the vehicles were above the 20mph
limit.
Seahill Road – Direction of traffic towards Sealand Road




Ninety-five Vehicles below 30mph
Four vehicles at 30mph
One vehicle at 33mph

One hundred vehicles in total with no vehicles at a speed to generate a
warning letter.
Members noted that certain roads had a much higher rate of offences. There
may be reasons for this, and it did not mean that speeding was not an issue
on Seahill Road but may be that due to the position at the side of the road
drivers had a greater line of sight of those running the speed watch so had
adjusted speed accordingly before being in range and clear site of the device.
This showed that the presence of volunteers wearing High-Vis jackets in the
area would have a positive impact on the speed of vehicles on these roads.
In combination with the warning letters that had been posted out that morning
it was hopeful that the speed of vehicles would decrease on the targeted
roads.
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What was also clear was the resident’s appreciation of the scheme as they
could see that action was being taken to solve the speeding issues in the
local area. Several positive comments had been received from those out and
about during the sessions.
The PCSO had informed the volunteers that he would speak to those at
Cheshire West and Chester Council who ran the scheme to see if it would be
possible to run a day of action in relation to speeding in the area and run a
few speed watch activities simultaneously or back to back on the roads of
Saughall, particularly now that evenings were lighter, to again increase
visibility of the scheme and hopefully have a further impact on the speed of
vehicles on the roads.
Councillor B Kerr reported that a Speed Indicator Sign had been taken down
after being damaged and Councillor Simon Eardley undertook to investigate
what had happened to it.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
155

THE REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES
The Council was informed that a review of parliamentary constituencies was
taking place to ensure each one had the same number of electors. As part of this
process, the number of constituencies in England would increase to 543. The
Boundary Commission for England was required by law to make sure that each
constituency in England had between 69,724 and 77,062 electors, excluding two
‘protected’ constituencies for the Isle of Wight.
A first consultation had taken place from June to August last year. From 22
February to 4 April 2022, the Boundary Commission was holding a six-week
secondary consultation on its initial proposals, and it wanted as many people as
possible to have the opportunity to provide their views.
A Partner Pack had been emailed to all Members which contained full
information on how to get involved and resources to help raise awareness of the
secondary consultation and help as many people as possible get involved. It can
be found here https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/
RESOLVED:
That the second consultation on the Boundary Commission’s initial proposals be
noted.
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156.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS
(a) Business
The Council had regard to a report by Councillor A Bailey on the proceedings
of the working Group held on 14 March 2022.
(i) Consequent revisions to the Council's Business Plan and Action Plan in
light of Internal Auditor’s Report
The Working Group had reviewed the Business Plan Action Plan and
added the annual review of adopted Council policies, including Data
Protection and Retention, Risk Assessment and Media.
The main Business Plan had also been presented, brought up to date in
line with the Action Plan and the 2022/23 budget settlement figures.
(ii) The Recommendations set out in the Internal Auditor’s Report







Fidelity Insurance – Reviewed as appropriate.
Data protection Risks – Reviewed as appropriate.
General Reserves - At the Budget Meeting on 17 January 2022, the
Council had considered the amount that would be left in the General
Fund at the end of the financial year (£13,425), compared to the
proposed budget of £81,638. This would mean the General Fund
would be 20% of the Budget where the Internal Auditor recommended
a value of between 25% and 100%. The Council considered the level
of the General Fund would be sufficient for the Council's needs as it
had more than £139,000 in designated funds some of which it could
vire to the General Fund if required.
Fixed Asset Register – Reviewed as appropriate.
Quarterly Budget Control Report – Reviewed as appropriate.

(iii) New Banking Arrangements – Progress Report
The Unity Bank had been contacted by the Clerk and the transfer of
accounts would take place after the 2022/23 precept payment had been
received by the Council.
(iv) Annual Assessment of Risks – Reviewed as appropriate.
(v) Insurance Review – Reviewed as appropriate.
(vi) Any Other Business – The Working Group considered that all usernames
and passwords for the Council’s computer, (held by the Clerk) should be
lodged in a sealed envelope, kept in a secure place with the Chairman
and updated when necessary
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Councillor M Johnson made representations in respect of the Council’s
Transport Strategy. He disagreed with the strategy ‘To promote an
increased usage of public transport.’ He considered that most people who
lived in Saughall worked elsewhere and used private vehicles either to get
to or in the course of their business/employment.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the report of the Business Working Group be received;
(2) ‘To promote an increased usage of public transport’ be removed from the
Transport Strategy set out in the Council’s Business Plan before it is
finalised and published on the Council’s website.
(3) the other reviewed/revised documents detailed above be approved and
published on the Council’s website.
(b) Golden Jubilee Park
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Working Group had not met since
the last meeting of the Council on 7 March 2022.
Mr Nicholas had suggested that the Council employ someone to send a
camera down the drains to see if there were any blockages. Mr Nicholas had
agreed to draft a report for the Council to consider but it had not yet been
received. Councillor A Bailey agreed to contact Mr Nicholas to request his
report for consideration at the Annual Meeting of the Council scheduled for
Monday, 9 May 2022.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.
(c) Highways
Councillor B Kerr reported that the Working Group had not met since the last
meeting of the Council on 7 March 2022. It was awaiting the results of traffic
surveys on Hermitage Road. Councillor Simon Eardley agreed to check on
the progress being made with the Highways Authority.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
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157.

PLANNING MATTERS
(a) Planning Application(s)
(i) 22/00517/FUL
Proposal: Single storey rear extension, loft conversion including new front
gable.
Location: 85 Hermitage Road, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(ii) 22/00824/TPO
Proposal: 1 x sycamore – reduce back to previous prune points.
Location: 5 Hermitage Court, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(iii) 22/01137/TPO
Proposal: Oak (G2 Tag 763, 764 and 765) – Remove bulk of ivy, reduce
limbs growing towards properties by 2m to suitable points.
Location: Rear 0f 36 – 48 Parkway, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(iv) 22/00068/FUL
Proposal: External alterations.
Location: Brookside Farm Cottage, Parkgate Road, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(b) Planning Decisions
No planning decisions had been received since the meeting of the Council
held on 6 December 2021.
(c) Peartree Grange Development
RESOLVED:
That this item of business be not included on future Council agendas.

158.

FINANCE REPORTS
(a) Internal Auditor
The Council at its meeting held on 12 April 2021 had approved the following
recommendation of the Business Working Group:
‘That the Council contracts JDH Business Services to conduct the internal
audit for 2020/21 at a cost of £273 plus vat having been satisfied that this
is good value and on the recommendation of three other Councils. (In
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accordance with Standing Orders, as the value of the contract is under
£1,000 there is no requirement to go out to tender if the Council is
satisfied that it will receive best value.)’
(Minute No. 295(a)(i) refers.)
The Clerk asked the Council whether it wanted to contract JDH Business
Services to conduct the 2021/22 audit. The 2021/22 internal audit fee had
been fixed at £297 + vat.
RESOLVED:
That the Council contracts JDH Business Services to conduct the 2021/22
audit at a cost of £297 plus vat as it is satisfied that this represents good
value for money.
(b) Review of the 202122 Financial Year’s Expenditure
The Council conducted its final review of the 2021/22 Financial Year’s
expenditure.
RESOLVED:
That the Council’s financial situation at the end of the 2021/22 Financial Year
be noted.
(c) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 7 March 2022
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be approved:
Financial Year 2021/2022

£

The Vernon Institute
(Room Booking)
Team Sport and Play Ltd
(Repairs to Bearing – Junior Spica)
Morral Play Services Ltd
(Annual Inspection of Play Area)
The Community Heartbeat Trust
(Donation – Defibrillator – Managed Solution)
The Community Heartbeat Trust
(Donation – Emergency Phone and Installation))
Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – March 2022
+ Arrears - Pay Award from 15 November 2022)

Page 188

Cheque No

37.13

200440

1,453.50

200441

54.00

200442

3,295.00

200443

460.00

200444

92.00

200445

Financial Year 2022/2023

£

Mrs S Hudspeth (April 2022 Salary +
Arrears – Pay Award 1 April 2021)
Mrs S Hudspeth
(Expenses – March 2022)
Saughall Music in the Park (Donation)
The Vernon Institute
(Annual Maintenance Grant)

Cheque No

874.71

200446

31.62

200447

500.00
5,000.00

200448
200449

(d) Receipts
The Council had received the following receipts from Cheshire West and
Chester Council:
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) - £901.06.
(e) Cash to Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted.

(f) Real Living Wage
The Clerk reported that the hourly rate of the Real Living Wage paid to the
Litter Picker, Mr JE Davies had increased on 15 November 2021 from £9.50
to £9.90.
RESOLVED:
That the increase in the Real Living Wage from 15 November 2021 be noted
and the Clerk be requested to calculate and pay Mr JE Davies his pay arrears
from 15 November 20222 accordingly.
(g) 2021/22 National Salary Award
The Council received the details of the 2021/22 National Salary Award. The
rates of pay were applicable from 1 April 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the details of the National Pay Award be noted, and the Clerk be paid
her salary arrears from 1 April 2021.
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159.

SAUGHALL MATTERS
(a) Public Right of Way
(i) Public Footpath No. 15 – Temporary Closure 2022
It was reported that the new bridge had been delivered to Dutton’s Farm.
(ii) Other Public Rights of Way Issues
These issues had been covered in Councillor Simon Eardley’s Report.
(Minute No. 153 (a) refers.)
(b) Superfast Fibre Broadband Network
Councillor DF Holman informed that Gigaloch had crossed over the Parkgate
Road. Kane Awork, the Project Co-ordinator had been planning to come to
this meeting but unfortunately had not been able to attend. He would be
invited to a future meeting to answer Members, questions on this project.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(c) Litter caused by Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Recycling Teams
Councillor M Johnson raised concerns over the state of the village after the
Principal Authority’s recycling teams had visited. Frequently, rubbish was left
strewn on the ground in various parts of the village. This happened when the
boxes were emptied into the refuse vehicle and the operatives failed to pick
up what had been spilt.
Councillor Johnson also reported that he had made a complaint about one of
the operatives doing push ups on the road near his house and a somersault
on his front lawn. He had received an apology.
Councillor Simon Eardley informed that he had taken this matter up with the
Contractor’s Managers. The situation would be rectified when the boxes were
dispersed with in the summer when new bins would be provided.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.
(d) Litter Picking
It was reported that Saughall Rotary had planned to conduct a litter pick on 9
April 2022. However, it was not now going ahead due to a lack of volunteers.
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Councillor A Bailey informed that he had obtained Litter Pickers and Bags for
Members to use if they wanted to do some litter picking in Saughall.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received, and this item of business be not included on
future Council agendas.
(e) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Council received the notes of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Meeting held
on 2 March 2022 and noted the contents and the progress being made with
the arrangements for the celebration. It was noted that it was not expected
that attendees would exceed five hundred so the Insurance Company would
not need to be consulted.
Members asked if a further financial contribution was required to assist the
festivities.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the report be received; and
(2) this Council will make a further financial contribution of £500 to assist the
festivities.
(f) Music in the Park – Saturday, 2 July 2022
The Council received a progress report on the arrangements for this event. It
was reported that it was expected that attendees at this Music Festival would
exceed five hundred.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the report be received; and
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform the Insurance Company that it was
expected that more than five hundred people were expected to attend this
Music Festival.
(g) Vernon Institute
(i) Refurbishment Works
Councillors MA Hallows and PP Young had been working on a specific
document in respect of a scope of the refurbishment works for the Vernon
Institute which had been circulated to Members for their consideration.
This included new heritage railings, getting rid of the fire door, and
replacing it with a sash style window/or enhancing the existing fire door if
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it could not be removed and enhancing the paving and patio area and
wall.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Council supports the proposals to take forward this viable project,
seek more accurate costings and make enquiries in respect of
potential funding available to assist the project e.g., Disability, War
Memorial Grants; and
(2) once the enquiries are complete the improvement proposals for the
Vernon Institute be presented to the Vernon Institute Trustees for their
consideration.
(ii) The Coloured Lights System provided by the Parish Council
Councillor MA Hallows informed that he was still pursuing LM Contracts
Ltd requesting a site meeting with their electrician so that the problems
with the lights that he had installed could be explained and resolved as
soon as possible. There was a two-year warranty on the lights so the
manufacturer could be contacted if it became necessary.
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
160.

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
(a) Meeting Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Leaders – 6pm – 7pm on
Wednesday, 23 March 2022 (ONLINE Connections Event)
The emphasis had been on place and communities.
Councillor A Bailey informed that there was nothing outstanding for report
back from this event.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(b) NALC’s Working together to make Communities Safer -12pm – 13.15pm on
Wednesday, 30 March 2022 (ONLINE Event, NALC members £30)
Councillor A Bailey informed that he had been unable to attend this event.
RESOLVED:
That Councillor A Bailey non-attendance be noted.
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161.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER STANDARDS COMMITTEE PARISH
REPRESENTATIVES
The Council was asked to indicate its two preferred candidates from the three
candidates listed below:
Candidate

Council
Manley Parish Council
Lostock Gralam Parish Council
Utkinton Parish Council

Ford (Colin)
Hodges (Tim)
Tunney (Francis)
RESOLVED:

That the Clerk be requested to inform Jackie Weaver at the Cheshire Association
of Local Councils that this Council’s preference is for Colin Ford and Francis
Tunney to be elected as Members of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s
Standards Committee.
162.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED
The following communications had been received:





Cheshire Rural Touring Arts Brochure – Spring 2022
An email trail between Sally Gresty, the Clerk and Councillor Simon Eardley
regarding the footway at 2 The Close, Saughall.
A letter dated 11 March 2022 from Councillor Graham Ford, Chair of National
Association of Local Council’s Smaller Councils Committee.
An email dated 14 March 2022 and attachments from the Cheshire
Association of Local Councils regarding new arrangements for the
submission of Motions for consideration at its Annual Meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the communications detailed above be noted.
163.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of
business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as amended)
to that Act (Financial or Business Affairs of any particular person). The Public
Interest Test had been applied and favours exclusion.
Councillor MA Hallows left the meeting.
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PART 2 – MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS AND
PUBLIC
164.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
The Council, at its meeting on 6 December 2021, had considered the situation
with the Christmas Lights recently put up by the Christmas Decorators. Thirteen
Christmas Lights had not come on because the commander sockets needed to
be replaced. A quote for this urgent work had been received from Hallows
Electrical. It would cost £500 (and an additional £97 if timers were required) for
each lamppost plus £740 to hire a cherry picker. Lee Hallows could carry out the
work immediately. The Council had then to decide whether to:



Seek further quotations for this urgent work; or
Agree to waive Financial Regulations relating to contracts to enable the
Christmas Lights to be repaired without competition because of the urgency
of the work required.

The Council agreed to waive Financial Regulations because of the urgent nature
of the work required and consequently resolved:
‘That
(1) this Council will continue with its Christmas Lights initiative when the current
contract ends in 2022;
(2) Hallows Electrical be contracted to undertake the electrical socket work
required without timers on the thirteen lampposts; and
(3) the Council will have a discussion early in 2022 about work required to the
rest of the lampposts that host Christmas Lights.’
(Minute No. 95 refers.)
The Council had regard to an email dated 14 February 2022 from the Chairman,
Councillor A Bailey to Mr Lee Hallows about the need for the Council to obtain
two quotes for the work on the Christmas Lights to be carried out during 2022
and Mr Hallows subsequent reply dated 28 February 2022 detailing all the work
he had already carried out and informing the cost of the report he had prepared
would be £1,000 because of the amount of time he had spent on it and the
research he had carried out. This £1,000 would be credited if Hallows Electrical
was successful in winning the contract. Mr Hallows had informed that he had
been under the impression that he would be carrying out the rest of the remedial
works further down the line on the existing terms.
Members had regard to the Council’s Financial Regulations relating to contracts,
the possibility of waiving them again so that the work on the Christmas Lights
could be completed without a competition, the work Mr Hallows had already
completed which was to a good standard and to the fact that if the contract was
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awarded to a different contractor, the Council would face an additional bill of
£1,000 from Hallows Electrical.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Clerk be requested to contact Lee Hallows of Hallows Electrical and
request a quote for the following:
Phase One
Complete replacement on remaining lamp posts: and
Phase Two
Install twelve new connectors on Church Road, between Saughall Hey up to
and including Fiddlers Lane/Lodge Lane/Long Lane junction.
(2) the requested quotation from Hallows Electrical for the work on the Christmas
Lights be considered at the next meeting of the Council scheduled for
Monday, 9 May 2022; and
(3) a decision be made on whether to waive Financial Regulations relating to
contracts or seek a further quote from another contractor.
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