MINUTES OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK’S ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING held on Monday, 19 April 2022 at the Vernon Institute, Church
Road, Saughall.
In attendance:

1.

Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair)
Councillor MA Hallows
Councillor DF Holman
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr
Councillor Mrs L Rutter
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Councillor PP Young
and two parishioners.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs K Evans, A
Warrington and Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley.

2.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of Saughall and Shotwick Park’s Parish Meeting held
on 19 April 2021 be confirmed as a correct record.

3.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Assembly and
presented his Annual Report 2021/22. Councillor Alan Bailey informed
that this was his fourth Annual Report and he believed that the Parish
Council continued to provide the residents of Saughall and Shotwick
Park with value for money in respect of the work it did on the
community’s behalf.
The Council had met most months during the year to manage matters
pertaining to the parish as well as its usual business of oversight of the
highways, footpaths, street lighting, and the conservation area.
Councillors had also met in separate Working Groups to discuss in
detail issues regarding Business Matters, the Highways, the Golden
Jubilee Park, the Vernon Institute, Communications and Marketing
strategies and had made recommendations to the Council. The Council
continued to enjoy good working relationships with other bodies serving
the community within the parish.
The Chairman remembered Andrew Marsden, a Member of the
Council, from 2002 to 2006 who had died during the year.
Various issues were highlighted and considered in detail. The report
was presented as follows:
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Meetings
Due to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic the Parish Meeting in May
2021 had been held remotely on the Zoom platform, the June and July
Council Meetings had been cancelled and normal face to face meetings
had resumed in August 2021, taking appropriate social distancing
measures to ensure the safety of all Members.
Finance
At the budget meeting in January 2022 the Council had agreed a
budget for the year 2022/23 of £81.638. This meant that the Council
would require from Cheshire West and Chester Council a precept of
£66,449.
The resulting precept on each Band D equivalent property was £58.65
per annum, (£1.12 per week, per household) an increase of 0.6%.
The full budget could be accessed via the Council website at
https://www.saughall.gov.uk
Pear Tree Grange Development
Parishioners were aware that the development of twenty-eight housing
units ranging from three bedroom affordable terraced to four bedroom
detached houses had been under way since July 2020 and at the time
of this report all units were now in some stage of completion, the last
would be occupied by October 2022. Part of the planning process
meant that the developers had to pay a Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) to Cheshire West and Chester Council and a portion of this
payment was passed onto the Parish Council for use to improve local
infrastructure, so far, the Council had received over £20,000.
The Council had decided that some of this money would be used on
refurbishing and expanding the Village Christmas Lights and the
purchase of an additional heart Defibrillator.
Christmas Lights.
The Christmas Lights project had started with twelve units in Church
Road / Sea Hill Road in 2015 and had expanded to include more of
Church Road and Hermitage Road. There were now thirty-seven units
attached to lampposts. All the electrical connectors required
refurbishment and/or replacement, plus the Council had agreed to
further expand the lights to include the remainder of Church Road up to
and including its junction with Fiddlers Lane / Lodge Lane, a total of
forty-eight lightning units. The Council estimated that this project would
cost between £10,000 and £13,000 over the next financial year.
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Defibrillator – Golden Jubilee Park
A new defibrillator had been purchased and would to be sited outside
the Uniformed Groups Headquarters building (Scout Hut). It was the
same type as the one outside the Co-op Store. There were also
defibrillators at the following locations:






Outside the Egerton Arms, Hermitage Road
Outside the Co-op stores, Church Road
Inside the Vernon Institute, Church Road
Outside the Uniformed Groups Headquarters
Inside the Uniformed Groups Headquarters

Planning
One of the Council’s primary aims was to encourage the planning
authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council to support sensible
development, maintaining the openness of the green belt. The Council
was a statutory consultee, on all planning applications and this year it
had considered and submitted observations on thirty-five applications.
Of these, fifteen had been approved, fourteen were pending a decision,
three had been refused and three had been withdrawn. Full details of
all applications going back to 2014 could be found on the Council’s
website.
The Shotwick Park Project.
In February 2021 Cheshire West and Chester Council had agreed to
sell 550 acres of farmland in Shotwick Park to Mr and Mrs Greensill of
the Old Vicarage, Saughall.
External events had necessitated a pause in the proceedings, given the
major challenges faced by Mr Greensill and his associated business
interests.
In June 2021 Cheshire West and Chester Council undertook a process
of internal audit to consider whether its dealings and processes were
robust throughout the negotiations, which opened the way for the
disposal negotiations to recommence and move forward in the sale
being approved. Also, the Principal Authority asked whether there was
still the same level of support from within the local community.
In July 2021, the Council was contacted by Mr Greensill stating that he
was still keen to pursue the Shotwick Park Project and requesting that
the Council provide confirmation of its continued support (or otherwise)
for the project to proceed.
The Parish Council reaffirmed its support for this project to Andrew
Lewis, the Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester Council and
stated that there was enthusiastic support for it within the local
community.
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Highways
Three Vehicle Activation Signs (VASs) had been installed in Long Lane,
Sea Hill Road, and Hermitage Road, jointly funded by the Parish
Council, Cheshire West and Chester Council, Councillor Simon Eardley
(via his Member’s budget) and a donation from the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Office. However, although the VASs would influence
the speed of responsible drivers, they were likely to be ignored by
irresponsible drivers and other measures were still required.
The Parish Council had been considering the installation of Raised
Island Build Outs, as physical obstructions were needed as evidenced
by the calming influence of parked vehicles and should be considered
at the following locations having regard to the parking needs of
residents.




Sea Hill Road, just down from the entrance to Magna House to
require vehicles entering the village to give way to traffic
leaving the village.
Sea Hill Road, outside The Croft requiring traffic leaving the
village to give way.
Long Lane, just beyond the Junction with Fiddlers Lane
requiring traffic entering the village to give way.

School Transport
In August 2021 the Council had been alerted to the fact that the
dedicated school service from the village to both Upton High School
and the Bishop’s Blue Coat C of E Secondary School would be
removed from the beginning of the autumn term.
Many discussions and meetings had taken place during the year
involving the bus companies, Members of the Parish Council, Cheshire
West and Chester Council parents, and the Local MP.
The Chairman thanked Parish Councillors, Jenny Young, Kath Evans,
and the many individual parents for all they had done in raising
problems and concerns tenaciously in recent months.
It was noted that Chris Matheson MP had written to the Parish Council
in December 2021 informing that Cheshire West and Chester Council
had prepared and submitted a bid to the Government’s “Bus back
Better” scheme which he was supporting. Once he had a clearer idea of
whether the Principal Authority would benefit from funding, he would
convene a further meeting.
The result of this funding bid had now been confirmed and
unfortunately, Cheshire West and Chester Council had failed to secure
any resources for its proposals. Some local authorities (31 of 79) did
receive funding across a range of different areas. The reasons for
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s unsuccessful bid were being
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explored with the Department for Transport as there was clearly
lessons to be learnt.
In terms of the school transport debate, this closed off (unless other
resources could be found or elements / all this bid for financial support
could be revitalised in some way) the possibility of improvements to
provision which it had been thought might be possible. This was clearly
very disappointing. Members would no doubt wish to consider ways
forward in the coming days/weeks. This matter would be on the agenda
to be discussed further at the Annual Meeting of the Council scheduled
for Monday, 9 May 2022.
Flower Planters
The village now had eight flower planters, which looked lovely. The
Council had just signed a three-year contract with a contractor to
maintain / replant and water them, maintaining their appearance in the
future.
Police and Community Speed Watch Group
Saughall and Shotwick Park welcomed Tony Icke its dedicated Police
and Community Support Officer (PCSO) who covered this Parish, as
well as Mollington and Backford areas. This year he had been
instrumental in forming the village’s new Community Speed Watch
Group, made up of members of the public and Parish Councillors.
Parishioners will have seen the Group out and about in the Parish
armed with its speed detection device. Advisory letters were sent to any
drivers who were found to be above the speed limits.
In November Saughall and Shotwick Park lost our regular Police
Constable Hannah Forrest who moved on to other duties and up to the
date of this report she had not been replaced.
In Conclusion
The Chairman thanked all the Parish Councillors who really did their
best for Saughall and Shotwick Park. They gave up their own time to
make it a great place to live. Together they had achieved a lot in this
last year, and he thanked them for their support throughout the year.
Councillor Bailey also thanked Simon Eardley the Cheshire West and
Chester Councillor for getting involved with all matters in the Parish and
for keeping Members up to date with what was happening at Borough
level.
Councillor Bailey thanked all co-opted members who sat on the
Council’s Working Groups:


Amy Dutton, Sue Harris, and Brian Huxley on the Golden Jubilee
Park Working Group
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Helen Cakebread, for her work as our Tree and Environmental
Warden
Richard Nicholas on the Highways Working Group and his
advice on drainage issues in the Parish

And last, but by no means least, Councillor Bailey thanked the Clerk,
Shirley Hudspeth, and the Responsible Financial Officer, Graham
Hudspeth for their support and advice given over the last year.
4.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS
There were no questions from the public.

5.

VOTE OF THANKS
A vote of thanks was proposed by Councillor PP Young to the
Chairman, Councillor Alan Bailey for the way he had conducted
business on behalf of the Parish Council and for the time he had spent
on Council work over the last year, for which everyone was very
grateful.
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