MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH
COUNCIL held on Monday, 17 January 2022 at the Vernon Institute, Church
Road, Saughall.
In attendance:

Councillor Mrs K Evans
Councillor MA Hallows
Councillor DF Holman
Councillor H Jennings
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr
Councillor Mrs L Rutter
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar
Councillor A Warrington
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Councillor PP Young (in the Chair)
Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley (Part)
Graham Hudspeth, Responsible Financial Officer
PCSO Tony Icke (Part)

100.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Bailey.

101.

MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Mrs JE Storrar, Mrs JM Young and PP Young declared an interest
in agenda item No. 14 (g), Vernon Institute (Minute No 111 (g) refers) as they
were all Trustees of the Vernon Institute.
Councillor MA Hollows declared a personal interest in agenda item No. 14 (d),
Christmas Lights (Minute No 111 (d) refers) as his brother had quoted for the
electrical work required.

102.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the two meetings of the Council held on 6 December 2021
be confirmed as a correct record.

103.

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the work that she had conducted and the actions that
she had taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the
Council held on 6 December 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted.
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104.

POLICE MATTERS
(a) Police Report
PCSO Tony Icke had circulated a written report to Members on incidents
and crimes committed in the Saughall and Mollington Beat Area during the
period from 1 to 31 December 2021.
The report included brief details of road related offences, highway
disruptions, violence, damage, harassment, thefts, fraud, burglary and
road/traffic collisions, anti-social activity, and suspicious activity etc.
RESOLVED:
That the content of the police report be noted.
(b) Community Speed Watch Project
PCSO Icke informed that this initiative was now up and running. It had
started earlier in the day on The Ridings and fifteen vehicles had been
identified as being over the threshold. Letters would be sent out to those
concerned informing they had been seen speeding. The seven volunteers
could go out as a minimum in twos with the speed gun as much as they
liked. The PCSO would also attend when he could. Councillor DF Holman
was acting as the custodian of the speed gun.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(c) Kingswood Lane
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that 4 x 4 vehicles had been seen
racing up Kingswood Lane. The PCSO had been to Kingswood Lane, but
the vehicles had not been there on that occasion. Residents were
considering putting up barriers to prevent this activity but had not done so
yet.
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
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105.

CHESHIRE WEST AND
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

CHESTER

COUNCIL

(CWaC)

–

WARD

Councillor Simon Eardley presented his report on the following matters:
(a) School Transport Matters
Councillor Eardley was disappointed that a long-term solution to this
ongoing and vexed question had still not been arrived at. Despite the
suggestion at a meeting last October which had been arranged by the
Member of Parliament and two of his Cheshire West and Chester Council
Cabinet colleagues (those who had ‘executive power’) with parents and
others on this matter, which raised an expectation that a ‘solution might be
found this term’, none had been forthcoming. A further meeting, convened
by the MP was held on 20 December 2021 and Councillor Eardley had
circulated the notes that were issued following it. Councillor Eardley was
afraid that there was no solution in sight although the best possibility
focused on the bid by the Council to the Government as part of the ‘Bus
Services Improvement Plan (BSIP).’ Further details (and hopefully positive
news) were anticipated this spring. Councillor Eardley had offered to
‘lobby’ his colleagues in Government for a positive outcome and was
ready to do so as much as he could.
It was noted that Chris Matheson MP had written to the Clerk on 24
December 2021 informing that the Principal Authority had prepared and
submitted a bid to the Government’s “Bus back Better” scheme which he
was supporting. Once he had a clearer idea of whether CWaC would
benefit from funding, he would convene a further meeting.
(b) CWaC Wildflowers and Grassland Verges Strategy Implementation
Councillor Eardley had circulated a note regarding the possible
implementation of part of this new CWaC Strategy in the parish (in the
Greenway area). He had not received sufficient responses for him to be
confident of widespread support amongst the Parish Council that this was
a suitable location although there was broad support for the principle of the
approach. Councillor Eardley had therefore allocated the one of six
locations he was able to nominate for CWaC to maintain with wildflower
planting to Mollington but had also said he may confirm another one in the
next couple of weeks (which he would fund from his Member Budget).
Councillor Eardley intended to write to each household on Greenway to
take their view as to whether they would like to see this happen near their
homes and he would go with the majority view. Councillor Eardley would
keep the Parish Council informed.
(c) Highways Matters


There had been correspondence with CWaC Highways regarding
various outstanding issues and the Parish Council’s Highways Working
Group had been kept informed. The Working Group and Councillor
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Eardley were trying to secure a meeting with Kay Parry, the Principal
Authority’s Principal Engineer (w/c 31 January 2022) to consider points
previously raised, including the question of the implementation of
‘traffic islands’ as detailed last autumn. Indicative costings for these
had now also been provided to the Highways Working Group and
would no doubt be reported to the whole Parish Council in due course.
Saughall Hey. Councillor Eardley had been approached by a resident
with concerns regarding the parking situation on Saughall Hey. He was
sure that this would not come as a surprise as the issues (on this
relatively narrow road, particularly next to the green area) were well
known. The lady had particularly highlighted to Councillor Eardley how
the road effectively became single file, was challenging for buses and
was generally a problem. A suggestion had been made about the
possibility of utilising some of the green space for additional parking.
Councillor Eardley had not been opposed in principle to this, although
the green area was important (if not very well maintained by CWaC)
but suspected it would be challenging to deliver on cost grounds and
indeed some residents might be opposed to such a move. As a first
step Councillor Eardley had committed to raising it with the Highways
Working Group and had done so initially with Councillor B Kerr.

(d) Willow Hey – Ongoing Issue
Progress on this matter had stalled in recent months but had now picked
up again. Councillor Eardley had now received (as has the Member of
Parliament) ‘high level cost estimates’ for each of the options in the report
prepared by Atkins for Cheshire West and Chester Council. These had
been based on unit costs and examples of similar schemes but were not
based on a detailed design which had been informed by ground conditions
and any utilities constraints, etc. The cost estimates varied from between
£82,000 and £190,000 for implementation of the options. In pressing the
MP for ongoing support to resolve this matter, Chris Matheson had
emailed Councillor Eardley as follows on 13 January 2022:
“Thank you for this. This issue is still at the forefront of my mind, and I
see it as one of those that does need to be brought to some form of
conclusion. I have already put in place arrangements to raise the
matter when I next speak to the Chief Executive as it is apparent that
due to the significant commitment needed to address the problems that
a decision will have to be taken at a senior level.”
Councillor Eardley would continue to press for progress and to keep
Members informed. He also remained in touch with the residents affected.
(e) Planning


166 Hermitage Road. Councillor Eardley appreciated the concerns of
many residents and Parish Councillors around a ‘prior approval’
application submitted for an agricultural building in the field to the rear
of this property and indeed shared them himself. In the first instance in
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situations like this, residents should raise their specific concerns
directly with CWaC Planning, particularly where Councillor Eardley was
not able to ‘call-in’ an application in the normal way as in this case.
This ‘prior approval’ application had been made under the planning
provisions that related to agricultural applications and as such was
treated slightly differently to regular planning applications. It had not
gone through to Councillor Eardley in the usual way owing to its AGR
designation. This meant that it was regarded as ‘agricultural’ in nature
and therefore was treated slightly differently. There were historic
reasons why planning applications like this did not go through the
normal processes of consultation (including via the Ward Member with
the right of call-in to the Planning Committee and through the Parish
Council as a consultee) which related to rules introduced after WW2.
As such, it had been considered by a designated planning officer and
determined within a quick timeframe and had been approved in
principle by the CWaC Planning team. Councillor Eardley found this
frustrating, but the law was what it was, and his powers were curtailed.
Councillor Eardley provided a document for Members which explained
it a little more and there was a useful link which set out how an
agriculture application was treated: https://www.gov.uk/planningpermissions-for-farms







Councillor Eardley had passed on numerous concerns already to
CWaC Planning and had voiced his concern that in several areas of his
Ward, particularly in the greenbelt, a lot had been happening under the
name ‘agriculture’ when they were dealing with large buildings being
erected which may have a dubious association with farming/agricultural
activity. This was quite unacceptable but the best route to deal with
such things in the current set of parameters was via enforcement action
as AGR applications must be strictly used for the purposes for which
permission was granted.
Land to the rear of Roslyn, Long Lane. This application was still to be
resolved and remained called in by Councillor Eardley. He was in
regular touch with the planning officer dealing with the application and
would update the Parish Council when he could.
22 Hermitage Road. The outcome of the appeal which was considered
by the Planning Inspectorate was awaited.
10 Meadowcroft (issue around rendering). This was with the Planning
Inspectorate and was to be determined by written representations
(deadline of 30 December 2021). The outcome was awaited.
Field off Fiddlers Lane (being used as a dog ‘facility’). Councillor
Eardley understood that a planning officer had now been allocated to
this application (which he had called in) and would liaise with him
further in due course when the Officer had had an opportunity to
consider it fully.

(f) Miscellaneous


Councillor Eardley was in the process of delivering an A5 ‘Emergency
Contact Card’ around the village and had provided Members with a
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copy as well. Delivery would be completed in the next week or so and
Councillor Eardley hoped this proved to be useful for residents. This
had come about as a result of the challenges from the recent Storm
Arwen and the need for widespread knowledge of appropriate sources
of information/support (or a reminder of them). Councillor Eardley had
been disappointed that the Parish Council had decided not to pursue
further the role it could play in ‘Community Resilience Planning’ at its
last meeting but that was its prerogative.
Councillor Eardley had been in correspondence with a resident of The
Ridings since September 2021 concerning the footpath between that
road and the green space in the vicinity of Maplewood Grove. The
matter related to repeated damage to a fence by large mowing
equipment. It had been agreed that CWaC would erect a ‘bollard’
(which would still allow for access to the area by those with pushchairs
etc). As of 10 January 2022, a commitment had been to complete this
work within ten working days. This would not affect the area being cut
as it would remain fully accessible from the opposite side to this
specific entrance.
Following notification from the CWaC Public Rights of Way team
(circulated by the Clerk) in relation to ‘Saughall Public Footpath No 15 Temporary Closure 2022’, Councillor Eardley had queried the cost of
implementing the repairs and offered to contribute from his Member
Budget. He had been advised that the anticipated cost was £2,000
which was somewhat beyond his reach in this financial year but might
be possible in the period 2022/23. Further news from CWaC
concerning this was awaited.
The Parish Council expressed concern that this well used footpath was
closed and that there was no date identified for it to re-open. Members
understood that the Principal Authority’s funding issues as it was
coming to the end of the 2021/22 financial year and discussed what it
could do to help it in its present financial situation.





Lodge Lane Road Sign Replacement - Councillor Eardley had chased
the replacement of this sign again – it was first logged by him in the
summer of 2019, and it was quite unacceptable that it had not yet been
replaced, a point he had made.
Green waste collection/new waste collection service. Councillor
Eardley had issued notes to Members on 8 December 2021 with the
latest information available to him around the implementation of the
new services. The option to sign-up for the £40 per bin/per annum
green waste service was now live. He awaited further details of the
wider implementation of the new service for the parish (new recycling
bins etc) and would share this when he had it.

RESOLVED: That
(1) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his excellent work on behalf of
the people of Saughall and for his comprehensive report; and
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(2) the clerk be requested to inform Richard Ankers, CWaC’s Public Rights
of Way Officer (PROWO) that the Parish Council is willing to fund the
repair work to the footbridge on Footpath No. 15 in the current financial
year on the proviso that the Principal Authority reimburses the cost in
the 2022/23 financial year.
{NB – Mr Ankers had responded as follows:
“That certainly is a generous and sensible offer thank you. Whilst I
wouldn’t foresee an issue with what’s being proposed on a technical basis,
I’m afraid due to the uncertainty surrounding local government funding I
can’t guarantee that I would have access to that level of funding in the
upcoming financial year to be able to reimburse the parish council.
Following a conversation with line management at the end of last week,
there does seem to be some extra funding being made available to us,
which I’m hoping would get this particular job sorted sooner rather than
later. Myself and my colleague are hoping to have a meeting with one of
our line managers tomorrow to discuss this additional funding.
I’m currently exploring options to have both of the existing bridges on this
particular route replaced at the same time with glass reinforced plastic
structures. However, the quotes that I received yesterday maybe
prohibitive to this plan, and I may just have to get the damaged bridge
replaced now and look to get the larger one of the two done later.
Thanks again for the offer though, I’ll certainly bear it in mind in case the
extra funding doesn’t take form.
Regards,
Richard”}
106.

PLANNING MATTERS
(a) Planning Application(s)
(i) 21/04316/FUL
Proposal: Single storey rear kitchen extension.
Location: Astbury Cottage South, Parkgate Road, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(ii) 21/04710/FUL
Proposal: Alterations to existing garage to create an annexe.
Location: 18 Vernon Close, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
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(iii) 21/02215/FUL – Amendment/Additional Information
Proposal: Proposed first floor roof terrace over existing conservatory
including privacy screen.
Location: Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall.
It was reported that neighbours were concerned about this planning
application. Councillor Simon Eardley informed that he intended to
speak to the Planning Officer about this planning application soon.
‘Objections. ’The Parish Council would like to object to this planning
application on the following grounds:





Over intensive use of a small, overdeveloped plot.
Issues of privacy in respect of the neighbours.
The noise will be intrusive for the neighbours.
It is not in keeping with the local area.’

(iv) 21/04563/FUL
Proposal: Re-submission of retrospective application ref 21/01896/FUL
for render to front elevation and rear extension.
Location: 10 Meadowcroft, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(v) 21/04671/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of garage, erection of single storey side
extension.
Location: 31 Meadows Lane, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(vi) 21/05098/TPO
Proposal: Removal of wellingtonia tree in front of property due to
fungal disease.
Location: 2 Hermitage Court, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(iv) 21/05106/TPO
Proposal: Oak (G2) – Remove ivy in order to fully access the condition
of the oak tree.
Location: On boundary behind 36 – 48 Parkway, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(b) Planning Decisions
No planning decisions had been received since the last meeting of the
Council on 6 December 2021.
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(c) Peartree Grange Development
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that those people promised their
houses for April had now been informed that they would have to wait until
the summer before they could move in.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(d) Virtual Planning Appeal Hearing on 30 November 2021 – 21/00028/ENF,
122 Hermitage Road
The Planning Inspector’s decision had been received. Subject to some
variations the appeal had been dismissed, the enforcement notice had
been upheld and planning permission had been refused.
RESOLVED:
That the current situation be noted.
(e) Proposal: Erection of detached triple garage, garden tool and implement
store.
Address: Kingswood Lodge, Saughall, Saughall.
Councillor Simon Eardley informed that he had called in this planning
application for consideration by the Planning Committee.
RESOLVED:
That the situation be noted.
107.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS
(a) Business
There had not been a meeting of the Working Group since the last
meetings of the Council held on Monday, 6 December 2021. The Clerk
had provided a list of outstanding matters the Working Group had still to
consider and set out progress she was aware of being made. Councillor
PP Young informed that the Working Group intended to meet in the next
two to three weeks and would provide a thorough report for the Council’s
consideration at its next meeting on Monday, 7 February 2022.
RESOLVED:
That the next report of the Business Working Group be awaited.
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(b) Golden Jubilee Park
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that there was a number of chairs in a
den near the big pond in the Golden Jubilee Park.
Councillor Mrs Young also informed that Saughall Men’s Football Team
would like to start playing in the Golden Jubilee Park from next season.
The team understood they would need to do its own marking out and
provide its own goalposts.
Councillor Mrs Young drew attention to the chair on the Aerial Runway as
it needed to be replaced.
The Council noted that the meeting with Mr R Nicholas regarding the
feasibility study had still not taken place, but arrangements would be made
it hold it soon.
It was noted that the Cheshire Railings were not included on the Parish
Council’s Asset Register.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the report be received;
(2) Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to arrange for the chairs to be
removed;
(3) Saughall Men’s Football Team are welcome to use the Golden Jubilee
Park, but it be made clear to it that there is a grounds maintenance
contract in place which will continue, and it must take out its own
insurance cover;
(4) further to (3) above Saughall Men’s Football Team be requested to
submit its proposal in writing;
(5) the Clerk be requested to arrange for the supplier, Massey and Harris
(Engineering) Ltd to replace the chair on the Aerial Runway; and
(6) the Cheshire Railings around the Younger Children’s Play Area be
added to the Parish Council’s Asset Register.
(c) Highways
Councillor B Kerr reported that arrangements had been made for the
Working Group to meet with Councillor Simon Eardley and Kay Parry,
Principal Engineer at Cheshire West and Chester Council on Monday, 31
January 2022. He also informed that the indicative cost for a traffic island
was £7,000. The preliminary proposal was for two islands on Seahill Road
and one by Lodge Lane, but this was subject to a lot of further discussions.
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Councillor A Warrington reported that at some stage the Working Group
would need to consider the need for a crossing outside the Vernon
Institute at the bottom of Church Road.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.
108.

THE FUTURE OF THE PARISH COUNCIL’S NEWSLETTER
Councillor PP Young reminded the Council of the history of the ways the
Parish Newsletter had been prepared, printed and distributed to residents in
the past. He asked the question of Members – Do we need a Newsletter?
Members considered that they needed to ensure that residents were aware of
what the Parish Council was doing and that a Parish Council Newsletter was
a good means of communicating with residents. It was suggested that the
Newsletter should be a community newsletter rather than a parish newsletter.
Also, some Members favoured the old format rather than the recent one
associated with the Mollington and Saughall Handbook. However, there were
concerns that some residents had not received the Newsletter when it was
distributed with the Standard Newspaper whilst others had put it straight in the
bin. Issues were also raised over the printing of a Newsletter and its future
distribution. Consequently, it was proposed that the Newsletter could be
distributed via various village outlets and could be put on Facebook and on
the Parish Council’s website.
RESOLVED:
That the future of the Parish Council’s Newsletter be referred back to the
Business Working Group for further consideration with a view to making
recommendations to the Council.

109.

IT SUPPORT
Further to Minute No. 89 (Engagement of an IT Officer) Councillor MA
Hallows informed that he was in the process of looking for someone with the
appropriate IT skills to support Members. The costs involved would be
reported to the Council in due course.
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
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110.

FINANCE REPORTS
(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 6 December
2021
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be approved:
Financial Year 2021/2022

£

Mrs JM Young (Repairs to her computer)
The Christmas Decorators
(Balance for Christmas Lights)
123 Connect Ltd (Website Hosting Premium)
Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – December 2021)
Mrs S Hudspeth (January 2022 Salary)
Mrs S Hudspeth
(Expenses – January 2022)
HM Revenues and Customs
Cancelled
Mr L Hallows (Hallows Electrical)
(12 No. Sockets for Christmas Lights
+ Cherry Picker Hire)
Mr L Hallows (Hallows Electrical)
(4 No. Sockets for Christmas Lights +
Cherry Picker Hire)
The Heartbeat Trust
(Donation towards Defibrillator at Co-op Store)

Cheque No

45.00
2,220.00

200411
200412

118.80
76.00
734.98
53.01

200413
200414
200415
200416

699.86
6,040.00

200417
200418
200419

2,440.00

200420

150.00

200421

(b) Receipts
No receipts had been received since the last Council meeting.
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted.
111.

SAUGHALL MATTERS
(a) Public Right of Way
Councillor M Johnson reported that he had been on a walk with Councillor
Simon Eardley and found the kissing gate at the far end of Coffin Way at
Shotwick was dragging on the ground. He also informed that the stolen
handrail on the bank was scheduled to be replaced this week.
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Councillor Johnson also reported that there was a problem with the cycle
path from Lodge Lane to Green Lane, a farmer had been down it with a
tractor and as a consequence it was very boggy and muddy.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.
(b) Remembrance Sunday – 14 November 2021
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she was disappointed that
Councillor A Bailey had not consulted Members on his draft open letter to
parishioners apologising for the Remembrance Sunday Service being held
in the Vernon Institute’s courtyard and not in front of the War Memorial as
in previous years, setting out how arrangements would be put in place in
future and that the Council would be donating £600 to Help for Heroes.
However, it was also reported that Councillor Bailey had agreed to write
the letter as the Clerk had been on leave otherwise this would have fallen
to her, and she would have been trusted to draft the letter and send it out
without having to consult Members.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be noted.
(c) Litter Picking – From the Blacon Boundary
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that Councillor A Bailey had recently
picked up six bags of litter and rubbish from the Blacon boundary to the
Edgerton Arms Public House. Residents had appreciated Councillor
Bailey’s efforts but unfortunately that area was covered in litter and rubbish
again. Councillor Mrs Young proposed that the Council arrange regular
litter picks including this area of the village. She offered to ask Mr JE
Davies who litter picked the Golden Jubilee Park if he would be interested
in additional hours to litter pick areas in the village identified as needing it.
{NB – Councillor Mrs JM Young subsequently in formed the Clerk
that Mr JE Davies did not want to carry out this litter picking work.}
Councillor Mrs L Rutter proposed that a Community Litter Picking Group
be established to carry out litter picks when needed.
RESOLVED:
(1) that the reports be received: and
(2) the Clerk be requested to check whether Members had insurance
cover under the Council’s policy when they engaged in litter picking
around the village and when they were out on the highway using the
speed gun.
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{NB – Zurich informed the Clerk that “Providing that you risk assess
both activities and the litter picking is done on roads where the
speed limit is not over 30 MPH, you will be covered on your current
policy”.
(d) Christmas Lights
The Council received a report on the work that Lee Hallows (of Hallows
Electrical) had carried out over a two-day period in December 2021 and
the costs associated with it, including Cherry Picker rental. (Minute
No.110 (a) refers.) Members were pleased that Mr Hallows had utilised
the Cherry Picker as best he could and had already completed work that
the Council had earmarked for completion in the next financial year.
It was reported that the Christmas Decorators had only put up thirty-six
sets of Christmas Lights and not thirty-seven as had been expected.
The Council also considered a written proposal on the next steps with
Christmas Lighting drawn up by Councillor A Bailey and noted that the
funding of this scheme could be met by the Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) of approximately £20,000 received from Cheshire West and Chester
Council.
Councillor Bailey had proposed: That








All lampposts need attention (some of which had already been
addressed by Lee Hallows as detailed above).
the rest of the lights on Church Road have their wiring replaced in
the 2022/23 financial year at an approximate cost of £6,000 plus
vat.
Twelve lights on Hermitage Road have their wiring replaced in
2023/24 financial year at an approximate cost of £5,500 plus vat.
An extension of a further twelve posts in Church Road up to and
including the junction of Fiddlers Lane/Lodge Lane be budgeted for
in 2022/23 financial year at a cost of £5,490 (£450 per post)
Once the extension above is completed the Council requests its
current provider (The Christmas Decorators) to extend the hire
scheme for one year only (2022) by a further twelve lighting units at
an approximate cost of £1,200.
A new contract be awarded for Christmas Lights on forty-eight
lampposts throughout the village in June 2023.

RESOLVED: That
(1) the reports be received;
(2) the action taken by the Electrical Contractor, Lee Hallows be approved;
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(3) the next steps with Christmas Lighting as proposed by Councillor A
Bailey be approved, taking account of the work already completed by
Mr Hallows for the cost-effective reasons stated above.
(e) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Greyhound Inn did not wish to
provide the outside bar for the event so arrangements would need to be
made with another Licensee.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(f) Music in the Park
It was reported that the organisers intended to hold the Music in the Park
event in the Golden Jubilee Park on Saturday, 2 July 2022 and the
organisers would like written confirmation that the Parish Council agrees to
this.
RESOLVED:
That the date of the Music in the Park event of Saturday, 2 July 2022 be
noted, and the Clerk be requested to provide the organisers with written
confirmation that the Music in the Park can go ahead in the Golden Jubilee
Park on that date.
(g) Vernon Institute
Councillor PP young had reported the Parish Council’s proposal to
reinstate the railings around the War Memorial to the Trustees of the
Vernon Institute and that their subsequent response had been cautious.
The proposal to remove the rat traps cages and sinking them properly into
the pavement had also been conveyed. A meeting between Councillors
PP Young and MA Hallows would consequently be held to move these
proposals forward and funding had been included in the Parish Council’s
Budget for this initiative.
In respect of the Coloured Lighting System which had been installed in
October 2020 by LM Contracts Ltd a request had been made to LM
Contracts to arrange for their electrician to meet Councillor MA Hallows on
site so that the problems could be explained and resolved as soon as
possible. This site visit had not taken place yet.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received and a report on the proceedings of the
meeting to discuss the possible improvements to the environs of the
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Vernon Institute Building will be reported to a future meeting of the Parish
Council.
112.

BUDGETS
(a) Quarterly Review of the 2021/22 Council Budget
The Council conducted its quarterly review of the Budget having regard to
a report that set out Budget Variance from April to December 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the current budget situation be noted.
(b) Determination of the Parish Council’s Budget for 2022/2023 and the Parish
Precept
The Council noted the content of a letter dated 20 December 2021
received from Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Chief Operating
Officer, Mark Wynn formally requesting the Parish Precept information for
2022/2023.
The money needed for the Parish’s budgetary requirements was received,
through the Council’s power of precept, added to the Council Tax for the
area. The Parish Council Tax was calculated by dividing the Precept a
Parish Council requested by the estimated tax base for the area. Saughall
and Shotwick Park Council’s tax base for 2022/2023 was 1,133.0. This
had been calculated by taking the number of ‘Band D’ equivalent
properties in the Parish from information supplied by the Valuation Officer,
and then making allowances for discounts, exemptions, successful
valuation appeals, the cost of the Council Tax Reduction Scheme, noncollection, and housing growth estimates. Band D equivalents were
calculated by scaling properties in other bands either up or down to
convert them to Band D levels.
In order that the Principal Authority could include the Parish Precept and
set the Council Tax for next year, the Clerk had been requested to
complete and return the form enclosed for the purpose by 31 January
2022.
The Council referred to the following documentation which had been
included with the agenda for the meeting:
(a) Draft Budget 2022/2023 drawn up by the Business Working Group at
its meeting on 29 December 2021
(b) Parish Council Payments 1 April 2021 – 31 December 2021
(c) Precept calculation 2021/2022
(d) Estimated receipts to year-end 31 March 2022
(e) Estimated expenditure to year-end 31 March 2022
(f) Proposed Precept calculation 2022/2023
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(g) A letter dated 20 December 2021 from Cheshire West and Chester
Council’s Chief Operating Officer, Mark Wynn regarding the Parish
Precept calculation for 2022/2023.
Members noted that the Band D precept charge for the Council had been
£58.29 in 2021/2022. Members also had regard to the cost of sixteen new
sockets for the Christmas Lights (Minute No. 110(a) refers.) and that it
intended to donate £600 to Help for Heroes. These were issues that had
not been considered by the Business Working Group on 29 December
2021. After some discussion Members agreed that the approach the
Council would take for the 2022/2023 Financial Year would be to increase
the precept by approximately 0.6% by increasing the amount it would
receive to £58.65 (Band D household’s Council Tax).
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Parish Council’s budget for the Financial Year 2022/2023 be
agreed as £81,638 as set out in Appendix A which means that the
Band D Council Tax will increase by 0.6% on the previous Financial
Year to 58.65 (£0.36) per week for each Band D household); and
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Cheshire West and Chester Council
that this Council requires a parish precept of £66,449 for the Financial
Year 2022/2023 in accordance with the precept calculation set out in
Appendix B.
113.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED
There were no communications to report on.

114.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public
be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of
business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as
amended) to that Act (Financial or Business Affairs of any particular person).
The Public Interest Test had been applied and favours exclusion.

Page 134

PART 2 – MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS
AND PUBLIC
115.

FLOWER PLANTERS
The Council had sought quotations from three suppliers to re-plant the eight
planters in the village twice a year in March/April and again in October (bulbs)
for three years, from 2022 to 2024. Two quotations had been received and
Members had regard to them. They also noted estimates for the levelling and
relabelling of the planter pots due to their poor state.
Most Members liked one of the proposals but there was some confusion over
the costs.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the content of the quotations received be noted;
(2) the decision on the award of the tender for re-planting the planter pots
from March/April 2022 to October 2021 be deferred to the next meeting of
the Council scheduled for Monday, 7 March 2022; and
(3) in the meantime, clarification, be sought on the costings in one of the
quotes that is causing confusion.

116.

DEFIBRILLATOR
OUTSIDE
OF
THE
UNIFORMED
GROUP’S
HEADQUARTERS BECAUSE OF THE INCREASED ACTIVITY IN THE
PARK
The Council had agreed to procure a defibrillator to be located in the Golden
Jubilee Park outside on the wall of the Uniformed Group’s Headquarters so
that it could be accessed 24 hours per day. After some research Members
were in favour of having the same model as the defibrillator at the Co-op
Store. This was was a Zoll AED 3 with ShockBox Rotaid Cabinet supplied by
the Community Heartbeat Trust.
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the defibrillator at the Co-op Store
was still not working and that the Community Heartbeat Trust would get it
working again at a cost of £150.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Clerk be requested to establish the installation costs and arrange a site
visit if necessary to do so;
(2) the Clerk be requested to procure a defibrillator as detailed above from the
Community Heartbeat Trust as soon as possible; and
(3) this Council will donate £150 to the Community Heartbeat Trust so that the
Co-op Stores defibrillator can be brought back into commission.
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