MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH
COUNCIL held on Monday, 6 December 2021 at the Vernon Institute, Church
Road, Saughall.
In attendance:

Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair)
Councillor Mrs K Evans
Councillor MA Hallows
Councillor DF Holman (Part)
Councillor H Jennings
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr
Councillor Mrs L Rutter
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar
Councillor A Warrington
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Councillor PP Young
Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley
Graham Hudspeth, Responsible Financial Officer
PCSO Tony Icke (Part)

PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by Nick Blair,
Community Resuscitation Development Officer at the Northwest Ambulance Service
(NHS) Trust who provided advice on the purchase of a defibrillator and on obtaining
one on a management contract.
It was noted that the Council would need to purchase an appropriate cabinet to
house the defibrillator and identify a suitable site that would need to be accessible 24
hours a day with an available power supply. Checks would need to be conducted by
a local person from time to time to ensure that the defibrillator was rescue ready. It
only took 60 seconds to check the equipment.
It was also noted that the British Heart Foundation held a defibrillator data base.
Members then asked Mr Blair a number of questions which he answered as
appropriate.

80.

AGENDA ITEMS DEFERRED TO THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
Councillor A Bailey proposed that because of the length of the agenda,
Agenda Items No. 15 – Flower Planters and No. 16 – Defibrillator Outside of
the Uniformed Group’s Headquarters because of the increased activity in the
park be deferred until the next Council Meeting.
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RESOLVED:
That Agenda Items No. 15 – Flower Planters and No. 16 – Defibrillator
Outside of the Uniformed Group’s Headquarters because of the increased
activity in the park be deferred for consideration at the next Council Meeting.
81.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor DF Holman who would
be joining the meeting as soon as the one he was currently at ended.

82.

MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor MA Hollows declared a personal interest in agenda item No. 17,
Christmas Lights (Minute No 95 refers) as his brother had quoted for the
electrical work required.
Councillors Mrs JE Storrar, Mrs JM Young and PP Young declared an interest
in agenda item No. 12(h), Vernon Institute (Minute No 91 (h) refers) as they
were all Trustees of the Vernon Institute.
Councillor Mrs K Evans declared a personal interest in agenda item No. 13,
Correspondence received, an email dated 29 November 2021 from Sharon
Beddows, on behalf of the Saughall Elves, requesting a donation from the
Council to the Father Christmas Grotto as items had been ruined by Storm
Arwen (Minute No 92 refers). Councillor Mrs Evans informed that she had a
connection to the grotto.

83.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 November 2021 be
confirmed as a correct record.

84.

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the work that she had conducted and the actions that
she had taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the
Council held on 1 November 2021.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted; and
(2) the Clerk and the Responsible Financial Officer be thanked for their
attendance at the Business Working Group’s meeting held at 11am on
Monday, 22 November 2021 in the Parish Room at All Saints Church.
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85.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S
REPORT
Councillor Simon Eardley presented his report on the following matters:
(a) School Transport Matters
There had been extensive correspondence and engagement on this
subject as reported by Councillor Eardley in November 2021 and the
expectation of an update from the Member of Parliament (and his
colleagues within the Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Cabinet).
Councillor Eardley had emailed as follows on 5 November 2021:
“Following the online meeting on the above a couple of weeks ago, you
indicated that ideally you’d send an update after this time period on any
progress that might have been made. I was just wondering if there was
any update at all?”
The response received from Cllrs Richard Beacham, and Karen Shore
was variously as follows:
“I think it was Karen and I that said we would come back on this. I am
sure you can appreciate we cannot just do something which has
financial implications without running through the appropriate
processes. I am conscious of the time, but I am also conscious of the
complexity so I would ask that you give us the time to come back with
something that is realistic, achievable and seems to respond to some
of the points made by residents at the meeting.” [RB]
“Just to add, work is progressing, but I think my commitment word for
word, was ‘I am not going to say two weeks on Thursday because I
cannot promise that, but it will be this term’. It is important we do
manage expectations and as Richard says, have a workable realistic
solution. By way of update, we have made some good progress, but we
are not there yet. Your patience is appreciated.” [KS]
As the end of term was approaching, Councillor Eardley looked forward to
progress on this now being confirmed by those who had undertaken to
bring this about. He also noted the note the Clerk had sent to the MP
pressing him for an update which was helpful.
It was hoped that there was a solution in sight and using climate
emergency funding had been discussed. It was considered that the
Principal Authority had funding it could draw on to alleviate this problem.
163 children went to Chester Secondary Schools from the village, and they
had been let down.
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(b) Willow Hey ‘Flooding’ Matters
Councillor Eardley regretted that he had no further information to report in
respect of the ongoing issues at this site, other than that noted in his
October 2021 report. Councillor Eardley’s request to the Member of
Parliament was that various meetings be convened once again to pursue
this but there had been no external progress on the matter.
(c) New Cheshire West and Chester Council Waste Service
Residents would receive more information in the New Year concerning the
implementation of the overall new waste collection service (practical
matters relating to deployment of new hardware etc). In respect of green
waste (the collection of this was now suspended for the winter). Councillor
Eardley advised as follows:


Online registration to sign up to the new chargeable service would
commence in December 2021. It would also be possible for residents
who were not easily online to request the service via a Customer
Contact Centre. Permits would be issued to residents on a yearly basis
which would allow operatives from Cheshire West Recycling to collect
bins from those who were part of the service.



The green waste service would be offered for 40 weeks of the year with
a winter suspension of 12 weeks.



Residents were being encouraged to sign up for it at the start of the
year but could do so mid-way too (but would be required to pay the full
£40 per bin charge).



A concessionary rate would be possible for those in receipt of full
council tax reduction.



Year 1 collections would commence on 28 February 2022.

(d) Planning Matters


Woodside House, Church Road. As noted in November 2021, the
applicant here had lodged an appeal which would be considered by the
Planning Inspectorate in due course. Councillor Eardley had met with
the applicant on 26 November 2021 to directly hear some of his
concerns around how this application had been dealt with and had
noted them accordingly.



Land to the rear of Roslyn, Long Lane. The case officer for this
application continued to work through the detail, including the extensive
representations that had been made and in terms of collating additional
information.
Councillor Eardley was committed to pushing this
application to the full Cheshire West and Chester Council Planning
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Committee if necessary (it was ‘called-in’ by him) and he would keep
colleagues informed in due course.


Meadowcroft. An appeal had been lodged in respect of a property
here and concerns around its external appearance/compliance with
planning policy. This would be heard during December 2021 via written
representations.

(e) Shotwick Park Estate
Councillor Eardley had received some correspondence and contact in
recent weeks with the Shotwick Park Estate team and with relevant
officers of Cheshire West and Chester Council to establish what the latest
situation was with regard to this project. Councillor Eardley was able to
report that the transaction was progressing, and the Council was working
to achieve the sale as soon as was practicable. He would continue to keep
colleagues informed.
(f) Highways Matters
Councillor Eardley had received the following response from Kay Parry
regarding the proposals put to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s
Highways around traffic island infrastructure introduction at strategic points
in the parish:
“I have yet to receive an indicative cost for island provision, but could I
ask if consideration has been given to my comment regarding suitability
of the locations particularly on Seahill Road. I understand Hermitage
Road to be the greatest concern to the police based on recorded
speeds, has consideration been given to an island on there?”
Councillor Eardley had reverted to Mrs Parry to say it would be helpful to
have a meeting with the Highways Group in the early New Year to explore
all the points raised in the original correspondence sent (which had now
been with them for several months). Consideration could then be given to
the three original site proposals, which Mrs Parry had commented on
already, and her suggestion above.
On 26 November 2021 Councillor Eardley had held a meeting with Susan
Walker and Peter Allies of Hermitage Road. They had previously
addressed the Parish Council on concerns they had in relation to speeding
on Hermitage Road and they were present at this Council meeting. Based
on their knowledge and experience of similar matters at their previous
home, Councillor Eardley believed there would be much value in engaging
with them further on these points, through the work of the Highways
Working Group (as Councillor Eardley had suggested to Councillor B
Kerr).
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RESOLVED: That
(1) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his excellent work on behalf of
the people of Saughall and for his comprehensive report; and
(2) Councillor Simon Eardley and Councillor Mrs JM Young be particularly
thanked for their hard work in respect of the School Transport problems
currently being experienced in Saughall.
86.

POLICE MATTERS
(a) Police Report
PCSO Tony Icke had circulated a written report on incidents and crimes
committed in the Saughall and Mollington Beat Area during the period from
1 to 30 November 2021.
The report included brief details of criminal damage, road related offences,
highway disruptions, violence, damage, harassment, thefts, fraud burglary
and road/traffic collisions and suspicious activity etc.
Councillor B Kerr made the point that Members never found out any
outcomes. However, the PCSO reported they were privacy matters,
enquiries could still be ongoing and that Members did not need to know
‘the nitty gritty’.
Councillor Kerr informed that it would be helpful to the Council and wider
community if the Police prepared a six-monthly report that set out what
was being done/what had been put in place as there were some
reoccurring problems being experienced in the local area.
RESOLVED:
That the content of the police report be noted.
(b) Community Speed Watch Project
PCSO Icke informed that he was preparing a poster to go on the notice
boards and that currently he had seven volunteers. He intended to post
details on the Police’s social media. The PCSO was informed that if he
sent the detail to Councillor Mrs L Rutter, she would post them on the
community social media as well.
Councillor DF Holman was the Community Co-ordinator for this initiative,
and he had agreed to look after the speed gun and co-ordinate who would
use it and when. Set locations had been identified for the use of the gun
and the Council had some reflective tabards that would be worn when the
gun was in use.
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RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
87.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS
(a) Business
Members had been circulated with a copy of the notes of the meeting of
the Business Working Group held on 22 November 2021. They informed
that the Working Group had considered:


the Parish Council’s banking arrangements;



payments
made
to
the
Vernon
Institute
to
support
improvements/maintenance to the fabric of the building from 2015 to
2019;



the Internal Auditor’s Action List; and



the future of the Parish Council’s Newsletter.

Consequently, the following recommendations had been made to the
Council:
That
(1) the Council agrees to change banks from the HSBC to the Unity Trust
Bank on a date to be agreed once the precept had been received from
Cheshire West and Chester Council;
(2) from April 2022 the Council pays an annual Maintenance Grant to the
Vernon Institute of £5,000, to be reviewed annually at the Budget
meeting on the condition that the Council has free room hire and is
provided with a breakdown of where the money has been spent in the
previous year;
(3) the Business Group continue to work through the changes with the
Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer; and
(4) the Council has a full discussion at its January 2022 meeting as to the
future of the Parish Newsletter.
RESOLVED:
That the recommendations of the Business Working Group, as detailed
above, be approved.
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(b) Golden Jubilee Park
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Working Group had not met
since the last meeting of the Council on Monday, 1 November 2021.
It was noted that Alan Dymond had conducted the Annual Play Area
Inspection. His written report had been received but he had not identified
any issues of concern. There were a lot of things that needed to be fixed
but they were all minimal risk.
It was reported that Horticon Ltd had relined the football pitch, the tennis,
netball, and basketball courts etc. on 9 November 2021 to a high standard.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.
(c) Highways
Councillor B Kerr reported that there had not been a meeting of the
Working Group since the last Council Meeting as the results of the traffic
survey were still awaited from Kay Parry, Principal Engineer at Cheshire
West and Chester Council.
Mrs Parry had now responded to Councillor Simon Eardley and had
informed that she needed the indicative costs for traffic islands before the
Working Group carried out any further work. (Minute No.85 (f) refers.)
The Working Group would hold a meeting with Mrs Parry in the new year
and report on its proceedings to the Council in due course.
In respect of the Average Speed Camera Pilot Scheme for four cameras in
the whole of Cheshire (Cheshire East, Cheshire West and Chester, Halton
and Warrington) Councillor B Kerr reported that there had been 80
expressions of interest from parish councils, 40 had put in bids but only 20
had drawn up detailed schemes. They had all been visited by Steve
Jones from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils and Saughall had
been one of these. Fourteen schemes, including Saughall’s, had passed
the initial test and would be considered and evaluated by the Police and
Crime Commissioner’s Panel. However, it was expected that one parish
council from each of the four Principal Council’s administrative areas
would be chosen so Saughall’s chances were not that good. A decision on
those selected would be made by the end of January 2022 and a
procurement process would be put in place.
Councillor Kerr also reported that there would be a review of how the pilot
was working and that there may be a roll out of further speed cameras in
the County. The Parish Council had reserves earmarked for this if it was
chosen in the future.
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Councillor Kerr referred to the Ward Councillor’s report (Minute No. 85 (f)
refers) and informed that the information Susan Walker and Peter Allies of
Hermitage Road were seeking was in the public domain. Speeding was a
Countywide problem, and the Parish Council was not the Highways
Authority. Councillor Kerr informed that Cheshire West and Chester
Council had to put schemes in place and the Parish Council was
collaborating with it e.g., agreeing to contribute 50% of the cost for two
Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) signs and paying for a third with a
contribution from Councillor Eardley’s Ward Budget.
The Parish Council was working well in partnership with Cheshire West
and Chester Council’s Highways staff and with the agreement of the
Principal Authority on speeding issues. They were considering together
traffic islands and a VAS sign on Hermitage Road which would help to
solve the speeding problems.
RESOLVED:
That the reports be received.
(d) Environment and Community Resilience
The Environment and Community Resilience Working Group had met on
Tuesday, 16 November 2021.
Councillor A Bailey reported that the
Working Group had discussed the proposed Terms of Reference as laid
out before the Parish Council meeting in September 2021. (Minute No. 43
(b) refers.) The Working Group had also studied all the papers supplied
by Rob Ruddock, Planning and Exercising Officer, Joint Cheshire
Emergency Planning Team, from Cheshire West and Chester Council,
including the 24-page Cheshire Community Resilience Network – Toolkit
and Guidance documents, the Ashton Hayes village sample plan and all
emails from Rob Ruddock.
It had been considered that although this subject matter was particularly
important it fell within the overall responsibility of the Borough Council and
not the Parish Council. The Working Group thought that the Principal
Authority had access to all the information it required for emergencies and
that the Parish Council was always willing to provide an update but to have
a separate plan was duplicitous, unnecessary, and not the responsibility of
the Parish Council.
The Working Group did feel that the Parish Council should complete the
exercise of cataloguing all landowners in the village, especially those
bordering onto the main highways through the village and draw up a
standard letter to be delivered to any landowner/resident who the Council
believed were allowing their hedging to impede the highway. This letter
template should be kept locally as it was considered that it may be more
effective than a missive from Cheshire West and Chester Council.
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Furthermore, Members considered that to have an Environment and
Community Resilience Working Group was unnecessary.
Consequently, the following recommendations had been made to the
Council:
That
(1) the Environment and Community Resilience Working Group be
disbanded;
(2) the Council will not prepare its own Community Emergency Plan as it is
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s responsibility to do this;
(3) the Council will continue its work to complete the landowners register;
and
(4) the Council will draw up a standard letter to any landowner/ resident
whose hedges overhang the highway.
RESOLVED:
That the recommendations of the Environment and Community Resilience
Working Group, as detailed above, be approved.
88.

PLANNING MATTERS
(a) Planning Application(s)
(i) 21/03977/FUL
Proposal: Single storey rear extension.
Location: 17 Greenway, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(ii) 21/04327/FUL
Proposal: Orangery to property.
Location: Astbury House, Parkgate Road, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(iii) 21/04504/FUL
Proposal: Erection of detached triple garage, garden tool and
implement store.
Location: Kingwood Lodge, Kingswood Lane, Saughall.
‘No objections. However, the Parish Council makes the observation
that it can never become a private dwelling’
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(iv) 21/04479/FUL
Proposal: Change of use of 1 bedroom annex building to a 1-bedroom
dwelling.
Location: Land at Long Lane, Saughall.
‘No objections.’
(b) Planning Decisions
That the following planning decision(s), made by the planning authority, be
noted:
(i) 20/04342/FUL
Proposal: New metal gate entrance and angled brick wall with metal
railing each side of gate.
Location: Oakfield Grange, Parkgate Road, Saughall.
“Approval.”
(ii) 20/00073/FUL
Proposal: Creation of first floor.
Location: Kimberley, 58 Church Road, Saughall.
“Refusal.”
(iii) 20/00079/FUL
Proposal: Dormer to front elevation.
Location: 27 Timberfields, Saughall.
“Approval.”
(iv) 20/00125/FUL
Proposal: Single storey rear extension.
Location: 72 Church Road, Saughall.
“Approval.”
(v) 20/00298/FUL
Proposal: Creation of first floor with rear dormer and velux window to
front elevation of roof.
Location: Brookfield, Long Lane, Saughall.
“Approval.”
(vi) 20/00343/FUL
Proposal: Porch extension to front.
Location: 32 Timberfields, Saughall.
“Approval.”
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(c) Peartree Grange Development
There was no report available on this agenda item.
(d) Virtual Planning Appeal Hearing on 30 November 2021 – 21/00028/ENF,
122 Hermitage Road
There was no progress to report available. Councillor Simon Eardley
informed that there had been a slight delay in respect of the findings of this
Hearing.
RESOLVED:
That the current situation be noted.
(e) A Draft Revision of the Parking Standards Supplementary Planning
Document
The consultation ran from 15 November to 13 December 2021. An email
dated 15 November 2021 had been received from Cheshire West and
Chester Council’s Planning Policy Officer, Ben McLachlan.
The Council made no comments on the Revision of the Parking Standards
Supplementary Planning Document.
(f) Appeal Under Section 78 Against Refusal of a Householder Application
21/01896/FUL
10 Meadowcroft, Saughall
Render to front elevation and rear extensions (Retrospective)
The Appeal start date was 2 December 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the details of the Appeal be noted.
89.

ENGAGEMENT OF AN IT OFFICER
Councillor MA Hallows proposed that the Council consider identifying a
resource that Members could draw on when they had issues with their IT.
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had recently had to get
professional help as she had had IT issues and it had cost her £45. She was
informed that she would be able to claim this money back from the Parish
Council if she completed the appropriate claim form and attached her receipt.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Clerk be requested to include IT Support on the agenda for the next
Council Meeting;
(2) Councillor MA Hallows be requested to obtain costings for IT Support; and
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(3) Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to fill in a Councillor expenses form
in order to reclaim the £45 she paid for the IT support she required
recently.
90.

FINANCE REPORTS
(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 1 November
2021
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be approved:
Financial Year 2021/2022

£

Horticon Ltd (MUGA lines marking)
The Cumbrian Clock Company
(Servicing clock on 5 November 2021)
Mrs S Hudspeth
(Expenses – October 2021)
Mrs S Hudspeth
(Microsoft Subscription & Toner Expenses)
Walker’s Nurseries Chester Ltd
(8 Planter re-fills)
The Vernon Institute (Room Bookings)
Cheshire Association of Local Councils
(Budgeting for Clerk’s Training Course)
Andrew Warrington (New Lock for GJP Barrier)
Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – November 2021)
Mrs S Hudspeth (December Salary)
Mrs S Hudspeth
(Expenses – November 2021)
Saughall Rainbows (2 Leaders’ Fees)
Vernon Institute
(Donation to Saughall Elves for grotto)

Cheque No

1,728.00
186.00

200398
200399

25.89

200400

277.90

200401

451.68

200402

29.70
30.00

200403
200404

21.00
152.00
734.98
52.40

200405
200406
200407
200408

100.00
500.00

200409
200410

(b) Receipts
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Monies - £15,003.38 from Cheshire
West and Chester Council. This could be spent on:



the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of
infrastructure; or
anything else that was concerned with addressing the demands that
development places on an area.
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Infrastructure was defined as:




Social infrastructure, e.g., art and culture, sports halls, education,
health, social care, emergency services, community centres, village
halls.
Physical infrastructure: e.g., pavements, cycleways, flood defences,
highways, transport links.
Green infrastructure: e.g., play areas, public open space, woodlands.

RESOLVED:
That the receipt of £15,003.38 CIL Money and what it can be spent on be
noted.
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted.
91.

SAUGHALL MATTERS
(a) Public Right of Way – Damaged Bridges and Stile
It was reported that the broken stile on the path from Bluebell Wood to the
Riding Stables and down to Green Lane had been repaired. Cheshire
West and Chester Council’s Rights of Way Officer Richard Ankers had
informed that the theft of one of the handrails would be dealt with when the
fallen trees were removed.
It was also reported that the damaged bridge in Dingle Wood had been
repaired and the bridge and gate on the Coffin Way from Church Road to
Shotwick had been replaced.
It was noted that there were several blockages on the paths due to the
recent storm.
RESOLVED: That
(a) the reports be received; and
(b) the Clerk be requested to write to Richard Ankers to thank him for his
hard work on footpath maintenance which was much appreciated.
(b) Remembrance Sunday – 14 November 2021
Councillor PP Young reported that despite best efforts it had not been
possible to engage any clergy to conduct the Remembrance Sunday
Service, so he had led it himself. The estimated attendance at the event
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was seventy as sixty-five Service Sheets had been printed and they had
all been handed out.
Councillor PP Young also reported that the Vernon Institute courtyard had
provided a comfortable and safe environment for the Service, seats had
been made available for those who needed them, and the Vernon Institute
Clock had been in sight.
It was noted that most of the people in attendance were happy with the
way the Service had gone but the Clerk had received correspondence
criticising the arrangements made for the Remembrance Sunday Service
(Minute No. 91 refers.). Members were aware of the circumstances
behind this, that no traffic management companies had responded to road
closure requests and there had been no alternative but to use the
courtyard on this occasion because of safety aspects and to avoid the
cancellation of the event.
Members agreed that lessons had been learnt and the Council would be
better prepared next year and a choir, clergy and a bugler would be
booked well in advance.
Members considered a proposal put forward by Councillor M Johnson to
repair/resolve the relationship between Ex-Service Men and the Parish
Council by sending an open letter to parishioners apologising for any
disappointment over the proceedings, providing reassurance that the
Council had the utmost respect for the Remembrance Sunday Service and
informing that next year the Service would be returning to in front of the
War Memorial.
It was also reported that the poppy wreaths placed on the War Memorial
had blown away because the clips were broken and needed to be
replaced.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the report on the proceedings of the Remembrance Sunday Service be
received;
(2) Councillor Mrs K Evans and her friends be thanked for providing the
refreshments after the Service;
(3) Councillor PP Young be thanked for arranging the Saughall
Remembrance Sunday Service and for conducting it;
(4) this Council will establish a Special Working Group at the Annual
Council Meeting scheduled for Monday, 9 May 2021 to make the
arrangements for Remembrance Sunday;
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(5) subject to the approval of the Vernon Institute Management Committee,
funding be allocated to replace the railings in front of the War Memorial
(Minute No. 91 (h) (ii) also refers);
(6) the Council will donate £600, the estimated cost of the road closure, to
Help for Heroes; and
(7) Councillor A Bailey be requested to draft and distribute an open letter
to parishioners apologising for the Remembrance Sunday Service
being held in the Vernon Institute’s courtyard and not in front of the War
Memorial as in previous years and informing of (4), (5) and (6) above.
(c) Proposal to re-locate the War Memorial
RESOLVED:
That this item of business will not appear on future Council agenda as the
Council intends to obtain a road closure for future Remembrance Services
at the War Memorial.
(d) Bus Shelter on Parkgate Road
Councillor A Bailey informed that the bus shelter was twenty-five meters
from Long Lane and there was no bus stop sign by the shelter. However,
the bus stopped at the shelter and not where the bus stop sign was
situated.
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar informed that she had a Parish Council owned
bus shelter in the barn and that it had been there for twenty years.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the reports be received; and
(2) Councillor Mrs JE Storrar be requested to dispose of the Council’s bus
shelter that has been in her barn for twenty years.
(e) Fireworks Night at the Greyhound Inn
Councillor MA Hallows informed that the Fireworks Night at the Greyhound
Inn had gone very well and there had been no traffic problems. The event
had been well organised and Councillor Hallows considered that the
Council should support community events and engage with the organisers.
Councillor A Bailey agreed to write to the Licensee Nicky Edmonds to
congratulate her on organising and running a successful community event.
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RESOLVED: That
(1) the report be received; and
(2) Councillor Bailey be requested to write to Ms Edmonds at the
Greyhound Inn to congratulate her on her successful community event.
(f) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
RESOLVED:
That the notes of the meeting of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Group held
on Wednesday, 3 November 2022 be noted.
(g) Music in the Park
It was reported that the organisers intended to hold the Music in the Park
event in the Golden Jubilee Park on Saturday, 2 July 2022.
RESOLVED:
That the date of the Music in the Park event of Saturday, 2 July 2022 be
noted.
(h) Vernon Institute
(i) Clock
It was reported that the Vernon Institute Clock was working following a
visit from the Cumbrian Clock Company.
RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to ask the Cumbrian Clock Company what
had been wrong with the Vernon Institute Clock.
(ii) War Memorial
It was proposed that the ornate safety railings in front of the War
Memorial that had been removed for their metal during the war, be
reinstated. This would make it safer to hang the wreaths up and it
would enhance the appearance of the building. The words Vernon
Institute, Saughall could be included in the railing design and Councillor
MA Hallows circulated a possible design for Members’ information.
RESOLVED:
That subject to the approval of the Vernon Institute Management
Committee, funding be allocated to replace the railings in front of the
War Memorial. (Minute No. 91 (b) also refers.)
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(iii) Coloured Lighting System
Councillor MA Hallows reported that there were issues with the Lighting
System which had been installed in October 2020 by LM Contracts Ltd.
These needed to be addressed as soon as possible.
RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to ask LM Contracts to arrange for their
electrician to meet Councillor MA Hallows on site so that the problems
could be explained and resolved as soon as possible.
(iv) Other Possible Improvement
The Council considered other improvements that could be made to the
Vernon Institute Building which was at the centre of the village and in
the conservation area including removing the rat trap cages and
removing the steps on the fire escape and providing wheelchair
access.
Councillor PP Young informed that there was a proposal to make
improvements around the Vernon Institute building and the first step
would be to call a meeting of interested Groups in the village to discuss
the possibilities. These matters would be discussed again in January
2022.
RESOLVED:
That possible improvements to the environs of the Vernon Institute
Building be noted and discussed again in January 2022.
92.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED
The following communications were noted:








An email dated 14 November 2021 from Jenny Young requesting financial
support for Saughall Rainbows.
Agreed. A donation of £100 made to support two Leaders. Minute No. 90
(a) refers.)
An email dated 14 November 2021 from Mark Andrews regarding
Remembrance Sunday. (Minute No. 91 (b) refers.)
An email dated 14 November 2021 from MA Craig regarding
Remembrance Sunday and the War Memorial. (Minute No. 91 (b) refers.)
An email dated 17 November 2021 from Dean Taylor-Pogue criticising the
arrangements for Remembrance Sunday. (Minute No. 91 (b) refers.)
A letter undated from Gary McHale criticising the arrangements for
Remembrance Sunday etc. (Minute No. 91 (b) refers.)
A letter dated 23 November 2021 from Susan Walker and Peter Allies
regarding speeding traffic on Hermitage Road. ((Minute Nos. 85 (f) and 87
(c) refers.).
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93.

An email dated 24 November 2021 from the Cheshire Association of Local
Councils regarding Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Facing the
Future consultation exercise which runs until 12 December 2021.
Noted.
An email dated 4 December 2021 from Terry Cordner informing that the
Saughall Rotary was proposing to run a Charity Fire walk on the Golden
Jubilee Park on Saturday, 7 May 2022 on similar lines to the previous one
they had ran in May 2019.
Noted and agreed.
An email dated 29 November 2021 from Sharon Beddows on behalf of the
Saughall Elves requesting a £500 donation to enable them to purchase
new decorations for the main Father Christmas Grotto which had been
ruined by Storm Arwen. (Minute No. 90 (a) refers.)
An email from Councillor A Bailey about an initiative to take forward
Wellbeing Walks
Noted.
An email dated 2 December 2021 from Jo Tunnicliffe asking why the area
from Saughall Hey to Fiddlers Lane had no Christmas Lights.
Councillor A Bailey agreed to reply to Ms Tunnicliffe’s email.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public
be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of
business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as
amended) to that Act (Financial or Business Affairs of any particular person).
The Public Interest Test had been applied and favours exclusion.
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PART 2 – MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS
AND PUBLIC
94.

SUSPENSION OF THE COUNCIL’S FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
RESOLVED:
That the Council’s Financial Regulations be suspended during the
consideration of the next item of business because of the urgent need to get
electrical work completed so that all of the Christmas Lights work on the run
up to Christmas and beyond.

95.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
The Council was requested to decide whether it wished to continue to provide
Christmas Lights when the current contract ended at the end of 2022.
It was reported that thirteen Christmas Lights were not on because the
commander sockets needed to be replaced. A quote for this urgent work had
been received from Hallows Electrical. It would cost £500 (and an additional
£97 if timers were required) for each lamppost plus £740 to hire a cherry
picker. Mr Hallows could carry out the work this week.
RESOLVED: That
(1) this Council will continue with its Christmas Lights initiative when the
current contract comes to an end in 2022;
(2) Hallows Electrical be contracted to undertake the electrical socket work
required without timers on the thirteen lampposts; and
(3) the Council will have a discussion early in 2022 about work required to the
rest of the lampposts that host Christmas Lights.
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