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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 4 October 2021 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor MA Hallows 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs L Rutter  
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor PP Young  
 
 Graham Hudspeth, Responsible Financial Officer 
 PCSO Tony Icke and a Police colleague (Part) 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by: 
 
Sarah and Derek Holmes from Fiddlers Lane who attended the meeting because 
they were concerned about Planning Application 21/03838/FUL, the installation of a 
new kitchen extraction system including noise and odour control measures at Unit 3, 
2 Fiddlers Lane (Minute No. 59 (a) (i) refers).  
 
Mrs Holmes informed the Council of the environmental health problems her family 
had experienced over the years with noise and odour associated with the present 
extractor fan at Unit 3, 2 Fiddlers Lane, Saughall and raised objections over the 
proposed new extraction system. Mrs Holmes was of the view that residential 
amenity also needed to be considered as the new fan system would impact on the 
quality of life of the neighbours. 
 
49. URGENT BUSINESS 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed Members that they would be considering an item 

of urgent business at this meeting which concerned the Bonfire Night being 
arranged by Saughall Colts to be held at the Greyhound Inn.  This matter 
would be considered under Saughall Matters. (Minute No. 62(g)/2021 refers.) 

 
50. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors, DF Holman, M 

Johnson and Mrs JM Young, Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon 
Eardley and PC Hannah Forrest. 
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51. COUNCILLOR DENNIS HOLMAN 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed the Council that Councillor DF Holman had been 

in touch and requested that his sincere thanks be passed on to Members for 
their support at this sad time whilst his wife was resident in a hospice. 

 
52. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
53. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 6 September 2021 and 

be confirmed as a correct record.  
 
54. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work that she had conducted and the actions that 

she had taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the 
Council held on 6 September 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
55. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 

REPORT 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley had submitted a written report on the following 

matters:  
 

(a) Highways Business Group Engagement 
 
 Councillor Eardley had chased Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Highways Officers for a response to the email he had sent to them on 23 
August 2021 regarding various future schemes for the parish. The 
following responses had been received earlier in the week: 

 
(i) I can request costing for such schemes, but I am afraid it would not be 

a priority for the team as they must prioritise schemes with allocated 
funding. However, I would suggest before moving forward with further 
proposals in the village we give the recently installed Vehicle Activation 
Signs (VAS’s) time to take effect and record speeds in the areas of 
concern to get some accurate data to assess if it is a perceived 
concern or actual issue of speeds being too high. For the third image I 
think physically getting one in would be a challenge and to be honest 
using several times a day I would say having to wait to get through 
happens more than a concern about speeds. For the Long Lane one I 
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would suggest we also get speeds to establish the impact of the 
extension of the 30mph limit. 

 
(ii) I can ask for an assessment of the speed limit along Fiddlers Lane if 

the Parish Council is happy to 50% fund any recommended reduction 
in limit. I would expect the road safety team would want to assess the 
full length for consistency, but they would determine what is 
appropriate if we are taking this forward. Please let me know if the 
Parish Council would like this to be done. 

 
(iii) Please see following response previously sent to Mike Johnson of the 

 Parish Council in 2017. This still applies. 
 
 “With regard to the provision of traffic signals at the Western Avenue 

junction, this was looked into by Cheshire County Council many years 
ago and at that time the cost was found to be prohibitive. As we 
currently have extremely limited funding for improvement works an 
improvement such as this would only currently be considered if it were 
to address a junction with a history of personal injury collisions and 
even then, it would be subject to funding being allocated. Fortunately, 
the junction does not have a significant number of collisions and as 
such the provision of traffic signals is not currently being considered.” 

 
 Councillor Eardley was aware that Councillor B Kerr would bring this to the 

parish council for further consideration and he looked forward to the Parish 
Council’s direction on the way forward in due course. 

 
 Councillor Kerr reminded Members that at the meeting of the Parish 

Council on Monday, 2 August 2021 it had agreed the Highways Working 
Group’s recommendations: 

 
 ‘To support the proposal to install Traffic Islands and authorise the 

Highways Working Group to commence preliminary discussions with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council.’ 

 
 ‘To advise Councillor Simon Eardley that the Council supports the 

extension of the 30-mph limit from Long Lane to just beyond Hey 
House.’ 

 
 (Minute No. 29(c) refers.) 

 
 Councillor Kerr reported that traffic islands were a costly issue and via 

Councillor Eardley he had sought indicative costings for such a scheme 
and a reply was awaited. 

 
 Regarding the extension of the 30mph limit along Fiddlers Lane, Kay 

Parry, Principal Engineer – Environment and Communities at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council’s response was reasonably encouraging.  The 
road was narrow with no pavement and used by lots of pedestrians.  There 
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would be a traffic survey and if the scheme went ahead the Parish Council 
would have to contributed 50% of its cost. 

 Regarding provision of traffic signals at the Western Avenue junction there 
was a widespread view that Saughall suffered because of the 
infrastructure and from being used as a rat run. 

 
(b) Other Highway Matters 
 
 VAS signs  
 
 Liaison with Cheshire West and Chester Council had taken place to 

remedy operational issues with the new VAS equipment which had now 
been resolved. This also included arranging for the hedge of the field 
along Hermitage Road (from Blacon) to be cut. Councillor Eardley was 
grateful to a farmer contact in Mollington for expediting this work. Other 
hedge trimming had been carried out in that stretch following some 
correspondence with a concerned resident who used the route with her 
children/dog on a regular basis.  

 
(c) Willow Hey (and other areas) Flooding Issues 
 
 This issue continued to be a priority for Councillor Eardley and other 

interested parties. Whilst the matter was not resolved and there was some 
way to go, he reported the following: 

 

 Councillor Eardley had met with landowners recently, responsible for 
the field to the rear of Willow Hey. They had agreed to engage with the 
challenges being faced and indeed had undertaken some ditch 
maintenance works themselves in recent weeks. There were ongoing 
issues with the actions of residents to the rear of properties in this area 
(garden expansion etc.) which needed to be dealt with, but the 
landowners were very willing to assist. What Councillor Eardley 
proposed is set out further below. 

 

 Councillor Eardley had met with one of the residents who was most 
affected by these issues in Willow Hey on 1 October 2021 to update 
her in person on progress and actions being taken. She would be kept 
fully informed going forward. 

 

 Atkins Report 
 
 This report detailed options to mitigate flooding and substantial water 

from the site and was the subject of the most recent meeting on 1 June 
2021 that was convened by the Member of Parliament, Chris 
Matheson. Councillor Eardley had been informed by the Cheshire West 
and Chester Council’s Highways Officer who had been leading on this, 
that those costings were now available for consideration, and he was 
collating a simple report to put this in a format for use in due course. 
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 Councillor Eardley had proposed the following next steps and was at 
various stages of progress around moving all this forward: 

 

 A landowner site visit was to take place within the next couple of 
weeks ideally. This would involve walking the field(s), looking at the 
existing water mitigations and new information that had become 
known about existing drainage on site. This would be a small visit 
between Councillor Eardley, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Highways and the landowners only. However, if Richard Nicholas 
was able to be present Councillor Eardley believed that would be 
most beneficial (He had sent Mr Nicholas a note accordingly on this 
and he had confirmed a willingness to be involved). 

 The MP reconvened the wider stakeholder meeting that he had 
held previously, physically on site. This meeting should consider 
any information that became known because of the above site visit, 
the Atkins Report with costings and take a firm view on next steps. 
Councillor Eardley had said that he believed the Chief Executive of 
the Principal Authority, Andrew Lewis, must be present for this 
meeting and he would endeavour to bring that about.  

 
 Councillor Eardley had also responded recently to some resident 

correspondence from The Ridings where they were affected by water from 
land to the rear of their properties. He had asked permission to share this 
material with the contact within Cheshire West and Chester Council who 
was working specifically on flooding issues (see below ref. ‘The Peg’). 
Councillor Eardley believed these residents should also be included in the 
MP convened meeting mentioned above for obvious reasons. 

 
(d) Flooding Issues at ‘The Peg’, Hermitage Road 
 
 After many months of chasing, Councillor Eardley reported that modest 

progress had been made in terms of dealing with flooding issues at this 
location in the sense of the main Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Officer had agreed to meet with affected residents on site. Councillor 
Eardley had asked for the date to be confirmed as soon as possible and all 
being well he would attend the meeting. 

 
(e) Shotwick Park Estate 
 
 Councillor Eardley had received a brief update from Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s County Land Agent as follows:  
 

 “Revised ‘Heads of Terms’ (have been) issued and they remain with 
the buyer’s agent whilst they are making some initial ‘due diligence’ 
enquiries.” 
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(f) Miscellaneous 
 

 Footway between Church Road and Smithy Close.  
 
 Councillor Eardley had logged this for repair in mid-August 

(HW3571744292). The issue was surface cracking owing to roots from 
a Bamboo tree in a neighbouring garden. The Principal Authority had 
duly carried out a repair but regrettably the root issue which was the 
underlying cause of the problem continued. Councillor Eardeley had 
asked Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highways Officers to take 
further affirmative action to address this. 

 

 Correspondence referred to Councillor Eardley by a resident, Jason 
Church, following the last meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
 Councillor Eardley had taken up the issues in this correspondence with 

the relevant authorities, including Sanctuary Housing and awaited their 
full response which he would communicate further with Mr Church on in 
due course. 

 

 Waste Collection Days  
 
 Residents should by now have received a new calendar confirming 

what their household waste/recycling collection day would be going 
forward, together with arrangements for green waste over the winter 
period. This information would also be available online after 8 October 
2021 via this link: Your bin collection (cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk) 

 

 Rotary Event – Dog Fun Day 
 
 Councillor Eardley was interested to hear any feedback from 

colleagues around this event which from what he had been told was a 
remarkable success. Regrettably owing to an ‘away-weekend’ on the 
day it was held, he had been unable to be present. 

 

 Councillor Eardley had met with Tim McQuiban of Saughall Methodist 
Church in September. Tim was looking after the church/congregation 
as an interim arrangement before a new minister was appointed. He 
had asked Councillor Eardley to draw to the attention of the Parish 
Council the availability of the church for activities, functions, meetings if 
needed. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his excellent work on behalf of 
the people of Saughall and for his comprehensive report; and 

 
(2) if a scheme can go ahead on Fiddlers Lane this Council provisionally 

agrees to contribute 50% of its cost, dependent on the total estimated cost 
that is provided. 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/waste-and-recycling/recycling-and-waste-collection.aspx
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56. POLICE MATTERS 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PCSO Tony Icke presented his written report on incidents and crimes 

committed in the Saughall and Mollington Beat Area during the period from 
1 to 30 September 2021.  

 
 The report included brief details of violence, a road related offence, 

harassment, thefts, burglary, road/traffic collisions etc.  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the police report be noted. 
 
(b) Community Speed Watch Project 
 
 PCSO Icke informed that he had provided a map with the sites where 

volunteers would need to stand highlighted on it.  The sites and the risk 
assessment had been approved by Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
The volunteers would receive their training on 25 October 2021.  More 
volunteers were needed and PCSO Icke requested Members to pass on 
the names to him of anyone interested in volunteering to help with this 
initiative.  Training would be provided remotely and would take thirty 
minutes. 

 
 PCSO Icke informed that he would send the Clerk the details of the Radar 

Gun and batteries that could be purchased from Amazon.  The gun cost in 
the region of £180.  

 
 PCSO Icke informed that he was aware that there was to be a Bonfire 

event at the Greyhound Inn in November 2021, but he was not on duty 
that evening but he would try to get some traffic cones.  Councillor A 
Bailey informed that the Council was considering traffic management with 
the Principal Authority. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received;  
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to send the email addresses for the following 

 volunteers for the Community Speed Watch Project to PCSO Icke: 
    

Councillor DF Holman 
Mr D Holmes 
Councillor H Jennings 
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
Councillor A Warrington 
 

 and 
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(3) the Clerk be requested to purchase the Radar Gun and batteries 

 required from Amazon. 
 

57. SCHOOL TRANSPORT 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley had provided a written report for the Parish Council 

on the current school transport problem.  He informed that this remained an 
ongoing challenge and had been a considerable priority for him (and others) 
in recent weeks. The start of the new school term had seen ongoing problems 
and frustrations for parents and students around transport at both the start 
and the end of the day. He was incredibly grateful indeed for the considerable 
work that several colleagues were doing on this, notably Councillors Mrs JM 
Young and Mrs K Evans. Many parents were also offering substantial support 
as they sought to get the issues resolved. 

 
 The previously Covid-19 funded direct bus service to secondary schools had 

now ended and reverted to the pre-Covid arrangement of Saughall to the 
Chester Bus Exchange (change) to school, as previously reported, and then 
the reverse in the afternoon.  Many operational issues remained with this and 
were the cause of considerable distress and inconvenience to many and 
major safety concerns as far as Councillor Eardley and others were 
concerned which would only be exacerbated as the darker mornings and 
evenings approached.  Councillor Eardley had continued to make strong 
representations to all levels of official within Cheshire West and Chester 
Council and externally to bus operators (notably Stagecoach) who had been 
responsive but there was no final resolution yet.  Funding did not exist 
everyone had been told, to allow the reinstatement of direct bus services 
unless they could be provided by a private company that would need to be 
funded on a commercial basis by parents. In most instances this was 
prohibitively expensive. 

 
 The Member of Parliament, Chris Matheson had latterly become engaged 

with the matter and had now arranged a meeting with interested parties on 20 
October 2021 via Microsoft Teams. This would include representatives of 
relevant schools, Cheshire West and Chester Council, parents, and bus 
operators. Fortunately, from Councillor Eardley’s perspective (he was not 
directly consulted for availability) the date was suitable and he did not have 
prior commitments already arranged. This intervention was more welcome 
than some regrettable and false political comment on the overall issue that 
appeared on social media recently and which had now been removed. 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans informed that Councillor Mrs JM Young and Ms M 

Collins had been nominated to ask questions at the Teams meeting.  She told 
Members that a bus was needed to get secondary school children home from 
Chester at a reasonable time.  Some bus drivers had been making up their 
own rules and would not let children on their buses.  Others were putting 
children off their buses and even closing the doors in their faces.  Children 
were also having to leave home at 7.35am to get a bus so they could get to 
school on time. Currently, children going to The Bishop’s Church of England 
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High School walked along the side of the canal if they missed their connection 
in Chester.  However, the clocks would be going back later in the month, and 
it would be dark and not safe for children to walk by the canal.  It was hoped 
that the Principal Authority would take responsibility for ensuring children from 
feeder schools could get to high schools in Chester on time and then home 
safely at the end of the school day. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received; 
 
(2) the Council’s thanks be communicated to all those who were trying to 

ensure that secondary school children in Saughall can get to and from 
their schools in Chester safely; and 

 
(3) this matter be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next Parish 

Council meeting scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 1 November 2021 when 
Councillors Mrs K Evans and Mrs JM Young will report on the proceedings 
of the Microsoft Teams Meeting. 

 
 WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 It was noted that the Business Working Group had met and reviewed and 

revised the Parish Council’s Business Plan and Business Plan Action 
Plan.  However, the Working Group still needed to consider the 
recommendations of the Internal Auditor which would mean further 
amendment/additions to these documents. 

 
 The Clerk had drawn up some policies/documents recommended by the 

Internal Auditor which the Working Group had approved.  They would be 
put on the agenda for the Council’s approval at its next meeting on 
Monday, 1 November 2021.  The Policies/Documents would be available 
on the Parish Council’s website and Members were asked to review them, 
prior to the next meeting.  

 
 The Council considered a questionnaire in respect of the Cheshire 

Association of Local Council’s Survey – Impact of Covid on Council 
Business and provided answers so that the Clerk could complete it and 
return it as had been requested.  In all Members were of the view that 
Covid-19 had not had an impact on the business of the Council. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received; 
 
(2) the revised Business Plan and the Business Plan Action Plan be 

brought to the Council for approval in due course, once the Business 
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Working Group has included recommendations made by the Internal 
Auditor; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to complete the Cheshire Association of Local 

Council’s Survey – Impact of Covid on Council Business questionnaire 
and return it. 

 
(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 The Clerk reported that Mr R Nicholas had informed her that he would be 

pleased to help regarding the feasibility study on how the drainage in the 
park could be improved but was keen to understand the Council’s 
expectations in respect of the timescales if he were to win the contract for 
the project. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey had proposed that he and Councillor PP young be 

authorised to meet Mr Nicholas to establish exactly what Mr Nicholas 
could offer.  This had been agreed but the meeting had not taken place 
yet. 

 
 It was reported that Horticon would reline the football pitch, the tennis, 

netball, and basketball courts etc. on 9 November 2021. 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had looked at the Saughall Colts old 

defibrillator as a defibrillator was required to be in the park as the one in 
the Uniformed Group’s Headquarters could only be accessed when the 
building was open. However, he considered that the best approach would 
be to procure a new one and not compromise on cost.  He had received 
details from the Co-op Store on their defibrillator which it had on a 
managed basis for five years which included training on its use at a cost of 
£3,400.  After that time a new contract could be renegotiated.  If the 
Council wanted to go ahead with this, it could use its Community 
Infrastructure Levy funding from Cheshire West and Chester Council for 
this purpose 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to put the ‘Defibrillator Outside of the Uniform 

Group’s Headquarters because of the increased activity in the park’ on 
the agenda for consideration at the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 1 November 2021. 

 
(c) Highways 
 
 Minute No. 55(a) above refers. 
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(d) Environment and Community Resilience 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the Environment and Community 

Resilience Working Group would be holding a meeting in November 2021. 
 

58. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Standing Orders be suspended to enable Mr and Mrs Holmes to inform 

the discussion regarding Planning Application 21/03838/FUL. 
 
59. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Application(s) 
 

(i) 21/03838/FUL 
Proposal: Installation of new kitchen extraction system including noise 

and odour control measures. 
Location: Unit 3, 2 Fiddlers Lane, Saughall. 

 
 It was reported that if this planning application was successful there 

would be an enormous fan located next to two properties.  The current 
fan was supposed to be cleaned regularly (at least every six months) 
but this had not been happening.  It was considered that this was an 
environmental problem, the fan should be located around the corner 
and insulated to reduce the noise that would otherwise affect the 
neighbours and it was essential that there was regular cleaning. 

 
STANDING ORDERS BACK IN FORCE 
 
 ‘The Parish Council objects to this Planning Application in the strongest 

possible terms. 
 
 This is an Environmental Health issue.  Due to the location of the pipe, 

it will cause a statutory nuisance.  The height of the discharge cowling 
on the proposed works is at eves height but should be positioned at 
ridge height.  If it was at ridge height it would allow fumes and odours 
to dissipate much more quickly.  The ideal position would be at the 
back of the property and go vertically up the wall and exit at the ridge of 
the roof.  Otherwise, the neighbours (particularly those living close by 
e.g., No. 3 and No. 4 Fiddlers Lane) will be subjected to fumes and 
odour issues.  The respiratory effect of particulate matter is dangerous 
and can be life threatening to human health. 

 
 The size of the proposed works and the position are being called into 

question.  The fan will be larger than the current one and located closer 
to the neighbour’s properties so there will be a serious noise issue.  
The two storey commercial properties are in a quiet residential area 
made up of bungalows.  The system will be in such a position that it will 
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be in full sight from several properties and this needs to be taken into 
consideration.  The proposed works are hugely different in size to the 
system currently installed.  

 
 This proposal has failed to ensure that the residential amenity of the 

area is preserved and upheld. 
 
 Please review the location and proposed siting of this new kitchen 

extraction system before reaching your decision.’ 
 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decision(s), made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 20/04232/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey front and side extension. 
Location: 1 Aldersey Close, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
 

(ii) 20/04222/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey side/rear extension. 
Location: 41 Timberfields, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
 
(c) Peartree Grange Development 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had asked when the road would be 

closed so that the properties could be connected to the sewers, but he had 
not received a response yet.  Those who had moved in were currently 
connected to a cess pit. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

60. FINANCE REPORTS 
 
(a) External Auditor’s Report 
 
 The Responsible Financial Officer reported that the External Auditor had 

approved the 2020/21 Accounts. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 August 2021 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2021/2022 £ Cheque No 
 
 Vernon Institute Meeting Rooms Rental 56.70 200384 
 (August and September 2021) 
 123 Connect Ltd (Website Domain Registration 127.20 200385 
 For two years) 
 Mr B Huxley – (Grass Cutting in the Golden  783.35 200386 
 Jubilee Park in October 2021) 
 PKF Littlejohn LLP (External Audit Fees) 408.00 200387 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – September 2021) 152.00 200388 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (October Salary) 734.78 200389 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 25.35 200390 
 HM Revenue & Customs 699.66 200391 
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last Council meeting. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 The Responsible Financial Officer informed that the Council’s Financial 

Regulations stated that a Member of the Council must be appointed to 
verify bank reconciliations. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 
 (1) the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted; and 
 
 (2) Councillor A Warrington be appointed to verify bank reconciliations. 

 
61. MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE BUDGET 
 
 The Council considered an estimate of expenditure from 1 April to 31 March 

2022 prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer and discussed other 
proposed expenditure that may occur during the remainder of the Financial 
Year. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council’s budgetary position be noted. 
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62. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Parish Council Newsletter 
 
 The Council considered whether to continue to produce and publish a 

Parish Newsletter.  Some Members preferred the old format whilst others 
believed that the latest version was looked at more. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Business Working Group be requested to consider the form the 

Parish Newsletter could take and bring a report with recommendations to a 
future Council meeting. 

 
(b) Public Right of Way – Bluebell Wood 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that the damaged bridge in Bluebell 

Wood had been repaired but the one in Dingle Wood had not yet been 
fixed nor had the broken stile on the path from Bluebell Wood to the Riding 
Stables and down to Green Lane. 

 
 RESOLVED:   
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ask Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Rights of Way Officer for a progress report on the repairs to be undertaken 
for consideration at the next meeting. 

 
(c) Bus Shelter on Parkgate Road 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that a bus stop sign was in place and that he 

had asked Stagecoach for details of the usage of this bus stop.  The 
figures were awaited. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received, and the usage figures be awaited. 
 
(d) Remembrance Sunday – 14 November 2021 
 
 The Clerk had asked Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Rural 

Localities Team for a list of its recommended Traffic Management Officers 
who the Parish Council could consult with regarding arrangements for 
Remembrance Sunday.  She had contacted three companies for a quote 
for the work involved.  Unfortunately, none of them had responded and the 
Principal Authority needed to know who would provide traffic management 
by 8 October 2021.  Therefore, it was unlikely that a road closure could be 
arranged in time. 

 
 It was proposed that if there was not going to be a road closure the 

commemoration service could be held in the yard at the Vernon Institute. 



Page 70 

 
 It was reported that the Vicar was out of action and the Methodist Minister 

was unable to attend the service due to other commitments.  It was 
proposed that a lay reader at the church be invited to take the service. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that Saughall Rotary had agreed to help put 

the poppies on the lampposts. 
 
 Councillor PP young undertook to ask the Vernon Institute Management 

Committee if the banner could be attached to the wall. 
 
 Refreshments and Service Sheets would be arranged as usual. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the plans for Remembrance Sunday as detailed above be noted and 

if the road cannot be closed the Remembrance Service will be held in the 
yard at the Vernon Institute. 

 
(e) Christmas Lights 
 
 At the request of the Parish Council, the Clerk had asked the Christmas 

Decorators if the Christmas Light Technician they worked with would 
provide a quote for checking all the connections so that all the lights 
worked when they were switched on on 26 November 2021. They had put 
her in touch with Tim Broad and his quote for the work required was 
awaited. 

 
 The Responsible Financial Officer reminded Members that, in accordance 

with the Council’s Financial Regulations, the Clerk should not issue a 
purchase order until she had a quotation for the cost of the works required.     

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to chase Mr Broad for his quote for the 

electrical work required to ensure all the lights were working over the 
Christmas period. 

 
(f) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
 The Council considered the notes of a meeting held on 22 September 

2021 by the Music in the Park Group that was in the process of arranging 
an event to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022 and 
noted that progress continued to be made. 

 
 The Parish Council had provided a contribution of £1,500 to assist the 

celebrations. 
 
 It was noted that the next meeting had been arranged for 20 October 

2021. 
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 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the notes of the meeting of the Music in the Park Group held on 22 

September 2021 be received. 
 
(g) Bonfire Night Event at the Greyhound Inn 
 
 Concerns were raised over a Bonfire Night event arranged by Saughall 

Colts to take place at the Greyhound Inn on 5 November 2021.  The last 
time such an event had taken place in 2018 it had resulted in traffic chaos 
and the village had been gridlocked. If the emergency services had 
needed access to the village, it may not have been possible. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Events Development and 

Commissioning Officer and Chair of the Cheshire West Safety Advisory 
Group, Ian Tordoff had been contacted and given Chris Collin’s details, as 
it was believed that he was involved with the organisation of the event.  
The Principal Authority was of the view that traffic management was 
required. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Mr Tordoff that the Parish Council 

has discussed this event at its meeting and is of the view that the Bonfire 
Night event at the Greyhound Inn should not take place because of the 
huge traffic management issues it will create and which it created last time 
such an event was held and because of concerns over public safety. 

 
 Members request that Cheshire West and Chester Council uses its 

statutory powers to stop this event from taking place. 
 
 {Mr Tordoff replied to the Clerk as follows: 
 
 ‘Thank you for the email. 
 
 The difficulty here is the event is on private land so there are limited 

powers to stop the events. However, we would ask that the event 
engages with the Council to ensure safety and emergency access on 
the highway is maintained. This could be resolved with traffic 
management and in theory would remove the issues raised. 

 
 If the event does not engage to address the issue, action could only 

be taken on the night if the road is not maintained. 
 
 I will discuss this with highways and the police, and we will seek a 

conversation with the organisers.’} 
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63. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The following communications were noted: 
 

 An email dated 1 October 2021 from Jackie Weaver regarding a Speeding 
Issues Consultation - Further Update and Offer 

 
 Mrs Weaver had informed that the Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Cheshire was proposing an initial pilot scheme in at least four localities 
where average speed cameras could be installed.  These were evidenced 
to be the most effective way to reduce speeding. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to put forward Saughall to take part in the pilot 

scheme because of serious concerns in the village regarding speeding 
traffic. 

 

 An email dated 29 September 2021 from Christine Woodward regarding 
the successful Dog Fun Day event held in the Golden Jubilee Park on 26 
September 2021 

 
 Ms Woodward thanked the Parish Council for supporting the event which 

had been attended by over 550 people and 130 dogs. Ms Woodward also 
informed that Saughall Rotary would be happy to help the Parish Council 
with any future village events e.g., Christmas Lights Switch-on and The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of Ms Woodward’s email be noted 
 

 An email dated 2 October 2021 from Jennifer Sneddon regarding trouble 
with scrambler bikes on land to the east of the Solar Park owned by the 
Crompton Group and asking if the Parish Council was aware of it 

 
 The Parish Council was unaware of any problems with scrambler bikes in this 

vicinity. 
 
64. VILLAGE FLOWER PLANTERS 
 
 The Clerk reported that only one quotation had been received so far. She had 

requested another quotation from another company, but she had not received 
it yet.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the other quotation be awaited. 


