MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH
COUNCIL held on Monday, 6 September 2021 at the Vernon Institute, Church
Road, Saughall.
In attendance:

37.

Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair)
Councillor Mrs K Evans
Councillor DF Holman
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr
Councillor Mrs L Rutter
Councillor A Warrington
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Councillor PP Young

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors MA Hallows, HT
Jennings and Mrs JE Storrar, Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon
Eardley and PC Hannah Forrest and PCSO Tony Icke.

38.

MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest were received.

39.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That subject to the following amendment, the Minutes of the Meeting of the
Council held on 2 August 2021 and be confirmed as a correct record:
Minute No. 24 – Paragraph 6 – Replace ‘Members expressed concerns’ with
‘Some Members expressed serious concerns’.

40.

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the work she had conducted and the actions she had
taken since she had published the agenda for the Meeting of the Council held
on 2 August 2021.
Councillor A Bailey reported that he intended to hold a Business Working
Group meeting shortly to consider, amongst other things, the documents the
Clerk had drafted in the light of the last Internal Auditor’s Report.
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted.
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41.

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S
REPORT
Councillor Simon Eardley had submitted a written report on the following
matters:
(a) School Transport
The vexed question of transport for students from Saughall to Chester
High Schools had continued to be a priority in recent weeks. Councillor
Eardley thanked Parish Councillors Mrs JM Young and Mrs K Evans for all
they had done in raising problems and concerns tenaciously in recent
months. He also thanked the parents who had been highly effective in
putting their points across.
The Parish Council also thanked all those involved who had provided
support in seeking a satisfactory outcome to this serious school transport
problem.
Various dialogue had taken place, including a meeting Councillor Eardley
had arranged on 31 August 2021 with Councillor Bob Cernik who was the
Labour administration’s Cabinet Member for Children and Families at
Cheshire West and Chester Council. Councillor Cernik’s portfolio included
responsibility for school transport matters. The meeting had been well
attended by parents and had lasted two hours where they had been able
to put their points and concerns directly to Councillor Cernik. Actions had
been agreed specifically around liaison with Stagecoach on the capacity
issues that were likely to be keenly felt when the new academic year
started on 6 September 2021 (for pupils going to Upton High School).
Councillor Eardley was able to report a positive development on this front.
Whilst the Stagecoach provided direct service would not recommence,
there would be an additional bus to the main terminus in Chester. All
vehicles would be large single deckers – capacity circa. 40 seated + 20
standing each giving a total capacity of around 180 between 0725 and
0737. This was the timetable for the morning:
0725
0735*
0737**
0750

15A
15
15
15

Stagecoach (normal service bus)
Stagecoach (*extra bus 1)
Stagecoach (**new extra bus 2)
Arriva
(normal service bus)

As the new term commenced, Councillor Eardley had requested that
parents kept him informed on how it all proceeded. This issue had not
gone away, and he remained committed to doing his best to assist further
where possible.
Councillor Eardley reported that 'S' trips would not be operating from this
school term as the emergency funding to supply these services, for social
distancing purposes, had ended. Unfortunately, there was no justification
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for having a vehicle effectively tied up all day just to do a dedicated door to
door school bus.
From the following week arrangements had been put in place to assist the
flow of Students to/from the Saughall area:
Morning
Another vehicle would be added on the No. 15 running just after the 07:35
journey, at 07:37 from Saughall. Both would be single deck vehicles but
would give a combined seating capacity of one hundred, both trips would
operate as far as Chester Interchange only as they had connecting trips to
pick up at 08:00. These were in addition to the No. 15A that departed
Saughall at 07:25. This extra vehicle would be on a trial basis while
passenger flows were monitored.
Afternoon
From Upton High School, an extra No. 51A service would depart at 15:24,
which would run on to do the service 204 at 15:45 from Chester, which
would run via Saughall on its way to Deeside. Due to various constraints
regarding vehicle and driver availability, this was the best that could be
achieved at the present time. The situation would be monitored by
Cheshire West and Chester Council, and it was hoped that these
arrangements would ease any potential issues.
(b) Highways Business Group Engagement - 23 August 2021
Councillor Eardley had been pleased to meet with the Highways Working
Group online on 23 August 2021 to follow up on discussions at the August
2021 Parish Council meeting on highways matters. The main action had
been to contact Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highways Officers
on specific points of concern:





Faults with the operation of the new Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) on
Seahill Road. This had subsequently been rectified and another
potential fault corrected.
Providing initial detail for discussions to commence around the
installation of three ‘road islands’ at various locations in the village (in
the form of a note to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Senior
Highways Officers).
Raising concerns around how parts of the village were seen as a ‘ratrun’ and offering ideas, again for discussion, about how this might be
mitigated.

Councillor Eardley await a detailed reply from Cheshire West and Chester
Council’s Highways Officers on the matter and would press for this in due
course.
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It was noted that the VAS on Seahill Road was now faulty again and that
Councillor M Johnson had emailed Councillor Eardley about it.
Councillor B Kerr also reported on the proceedings of the last Highways
Working Group meeting informing that the sites had been selected after a
careful analysis of speeding traffic in the village and a detailed walkabout
by Mr R Nicholas, taking account of pedestrians as well as motorists. The
costs of the project were not yet known but a phased programme was
envisaged.
Nothing had been set in stone and the sites for the road islands would be
discussed in more detail with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s
Highway Officers in due course.
In the coming weeks Councillor Eardley intended to walk the whole village
and note highways signs that required washing, replacement or other
errors that needed correction. If any colleagues wished to join him on this,
they would be welcome.
(c) Hedge Cutting
Residents had raised concerns with Councillor Eardley regarding
overgrown hedges on Hermitage Road back in July 2021 and since then
there had been efforts to have them cut. Councillor Eardley was pleased to
report that some farmers had acted immediately but there remained an
issue at the entrance to the village from Blacon, on the left-hand side.
Councillor Eardley had now been in direct contact with the farmer
concerned and believed progress would be made in the next week or so.
This was of particular concern as one of the new Vehicle Activation Signs
was being impeded from working in this location. Councillor A Bailey
undertook to trim around the VAS.
Cheshire West and Chester Council was fully aware of the concerns and
was collaborating with Councillor Eardley to resolve them. Some
residential hedges had also recently been trimmed in this location
following a specific request to do so via the Highways team. Similarly,
Cheshire West and Chester Council Highways Officers had also been in
touch with residents responsible for hedge maintenance in Church Road
where properties ran at a right angle to the main road.
(d) Waste Service – Collection Days
There would be changes to some waste and recycling collection days from
October 2021 although Councillor Eardley was unclear at this stage how
the parish might be affected. Households affected by the changes would
be notified by a tag fixed to their bins.
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(e) Miscellaneous













Shotwick Park Estate Project
Councillor Eardley had communicated the view of the Parish Council to
the Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Chief Executive, Andrew
Lewis, following the August 2021 Parish Council meeting, together with
his own reflections on it. Mr Lewis had been on annual leave for most
of August and Councillor Eardley await further developments.
Bluebell House Development Issues
As mentioned in Councillor Eardley’s August 2021 report, he had
continued to assist residents with challenges here. Councillor Eardley
was pleased to report that the requested ‘H-bar’ had now been painted
on the entrance point on Church Road. Separately, Councillor Eardley
had assisted residents of Church Road with some postal service
challenges because of this development which he believed was now in
the process of being resolved satisfactorily.
Police Sign at ‘The Peg’ on Hermitage Road
This had now been erected again.
Highways Sign Pointing in the Wrong Direction on Hermitage Road
(near Aspen Grove)
Following the meeting with the Highways Working Group as mentioned
above, Councillor Eardley had requested that Cheshire West and
Chester Council reposition a road warning sign on the right-hand side
as you approach the village. He was pleased to report that this was
actioned the following day.
Methodist Church entrance
Councillor Eardley had taken up a hole in the driveway entrance here
with contacts at the church following a request from a resident. This
had now been filled.
Footway Between Church Road and Smithy Close
Concerns had been raised with Councillor Eardley regarding root
growth from a garden to the Smithy Close end of this area which was
causing considerable damage to the footpath surface. Cheshire West
and Chester Council had raised a job to repair this and Councillor
Eardley had also asked it to engage with the residential property where
the roots were coming from to deal with the matter longer term as it
was a repeat occurrence.
Other Resident Assistance
Over the last month Councillor Eardley had also been helping residents
with smoke pollution concerns; accommodation issues (social housing
provision); child access matters and had put the Rotary Club in touch
with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Your Streets to assist with
the club’s event planned for the Golden Jubilee Field in late September
2021.

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his excellent work on behalf of
the people of Saughall and for his comprehensive report.
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42.

POLICE MATTERS
(a) Police Report
PCSO Tony Icke had submitted a written report of incidents and crimes
committed in the Saughall and Mollington Beat Area during the period from
1 to 28 August 2021.
The report included brief details of anti-social behaviour, road traffic
accidents, suspicious behaviour, suspicious activity, thefts, fraud etc.
Councillor Mrs K Evans reported that a bus shelter had been smashed,
she had reported it to Cheshire West and Chester Council and officers had
come out and taped it up.
The Council noted that it had been some time since there had been a
police presence at a Parish Council meeting. Councillor A Bailey reported
that PC Hannah Forrest had been in touch to inform that she had checked
her duties for the dates that the Parish Council meetings were scheduled
during the current Municipal Year but unfortunately, she was not on duty
on any of the dates. PC Forrest intended to discuss this with her Sergeant
with a view to changing her shifts so she could attend a couple of the
meetings.
RESOLVED:
That the police report be noted.
(b) Community Speed Watch Project
The Council awaited details of the costs involved with this project.
Councillor M Johnson reported that the PCSO had six volunteers signed
up to help.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.

43.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS
(a) Business
It was noted that this Working Group had not met since the Council
Meeting held on Monday, 12 April 2021. It was intended that it would meet
soon.
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(b) Environment and Community Resilience
Councillor A Bailey reported that this Working Group had not yet met as
Members wanted to be sure that the Council was happy with the proposed
terms of Reference for the Group as follows:
‘Environment and Community Resilience Working Group Terms of
Reference
Background
The Borough of Cheshire West and Chester is a borough that on any
given year is hit with a number of Major Incidents. These have ranged
from Severe Flooding, Heatwaves, and Large-Scale Fires to Industrial
Incidents. It is vital that all communities within the Borough are as best
prepared and resilient as they can be.
Aim
To better prepare the Community Resilience of Saughall in event of a
Major Incident.
Objectives
The Creation of a Generic Resilience Plan to cover a series of potential
incidents bespoke for the community.
Outline
The Working Group will meet as and when it is considered necessary,
commencing with the first meeting in October 2021. The timetable for
completing this work has been provisionally set for November 2022.
Membership
Councillors A Bailey, DF Holman, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young.’
Members informed that it was important that the Working Group got
together a list of all the landowners in the Parish of Saughall and Shotwick
Park.
RESOLVED:
That the Working Group’s Terms of Reference as set out above be
approved.

Page 48

(c) Golden Jubilee Park
The Clerk reported that Mr R Nicholas had informed her that he would be
pleased to help regarding the feasibility study on how the drainage in the
park could be improved but was keen to understand the Council’s
expectations in respect of the timescales if he were to win the contract for
the project.
Councillor A Bailey proposed that he and Councillor PP young be
authorised to meet Mr Nicholas to establish exactly what Mr Nicholas
could offer.
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that although a quote had been
obtained from Horticon Limited in the sum of £1,020 plus vat to reline the
football pitch, the tennis, netball, and basketball courts and for an
additional charge of £420 lines for three hopscotch games could also be
put down at the same time, in November 2020, the lines had not been put
down.
Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that because of the increased activity in
the park it would be wise to procure a defibrillator to be located in the park
as the one in the Uniformed Group’s Headquarters could only be accessed
when the building was open.
Councillor A Bailey informed that Saughall Colts had offered its old
defibrillator to the Council for use in the park. Councillor PP Young advised
that training on how to operate the defibrillator would be needed.
RESOLVED: That
(1) Councillors A Bailey and PP Young be authorised to meet with Mr R
Nicholas to ascertain what assistance he can provide the Council with
drainage solutions for the Golden Jubilee Park;
(2) the Clerk be requested to arrange with Horticon Limited for the lines to
be painted on the Multi-Use Games Unit;
(3) Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to check whether the Saughall
Colts old defibrillator is for outside use; and
(4) if the Saughall Colts defibrillator is not for outside use the Council will
procure a new one for use the Golden Jubilee Park.
(c) Highways
Minute No. 43(b) and (c) above refers.
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44.

PLANNING MATTERS
(a) Planning Applications
There had not been any planning applications received from the Planning
Authority since the last meeting of the Council on Monday, 2 August 2021.
(b) Planning Decisions
No planning decisions had provided since the meeting of the Council held
on Monday, 2 August 2021.
(c) Peartree Grange Development
Members reported that people had started to move into the bungalows.
There was an issue with sewage and some properties had been
temporarily connected to a cesspit. A road closure would be necessary to
sort out the sewage at the right time. The Council noted that the drainage
issues had been resolved.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(d) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s – Local Plan Conversation 2021
Councillor A Bailey reported that the consultation would run from
Wednesday, 23 June 2021 to 5pm on Wednesday, 16 September 2021.
Members were encouraged to complete the survey independently.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.

45.

FINANCE REPORTS
(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 August 2021
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be approved:
Financial Year 2021/2022
Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – August 2021
+ pay arrears)
Mrs S Hudspeth (September Salary)
Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses)
Mr B Huxley – (Grass Cutting in the Golden
Jubilee Park in May 2021)
Music in the Park

Page 50

£
Cheque No
190.94 200379
734.98 200380
45.75 200381
783.33 200382
1500.00 200383

(Contribution towards the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee village event.
(b) Receipts
No receipts had been received since the last Council Meeting of the
Council on Monday, 2 August 2021.
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted.
46.

SAUGHALL MATTERS
(a) Public Right of Way – Bluebell Wood
The Council had noted the content of the letter dated 21 April 2021 that
the Clerk had sent to Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive at Cheshire West
and Chester Council about the state of the Public Rights of Way. (Minute
No. 298(a) refers.) It now noted Mr Lewis’ response dated 3 August 2021
to the Clerk’s letter.
Mr Lewis had informed that the Parish Council’s concerns were being
addressed. The Public Rights of Way Officer had conducted inspections,
designed schemes, and requested quotes to carry out the necessary
improvements to the footpaths. Mr Lewis also informed that his Council
was looking to allocate funding from this Financial Year’s Public Rights of
Way Budget and to commission work from its contractor.
Councillor M Johnson reported that the blocked pathway had been
addressed but the damaged bridges in Bluebell Wood and Dingle Wood
had not yet been fixed nor had the broken stile on the path from Bluebell
Wood to the Riding Stables and down to Green Lane.
RESOLVED: That
(1) Mr Lewis’ reply to the Clerk’s letter be noted; and
(2) Councillor M Johnson’s report be noted.
(b) Bus Shelter on Parkgate Road
Councillor A Bailey informed that he had been to the bus shelter and its
condition was safe and should be left alone. Councillor Mrs JM Young
informed that there was no Bus Stop sign there so the bus drivers refused
to stop by the shelter.
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RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to ask John Ellis-Jones, Assistant Team
Leader, Transport & Infrastructure at Cheshire West and Chester Council
to provide a Bus Stop sign.
(c) Chester Half Marathon – Sunday, 19 September 2021
Callum Shields, Events Director, Active Leisure Events had written to the
Clerk with the details of the Chester Half Marathon that would be passing
through the village.
RESOLVED:
That the details in respect of the Chester Half Marathon being held on
Sunday, 19 September 2021 be noted.
(d) Saughall Rotary’s Dog Show – Sunday, 26 September 2021
The arrangements being made for the Dog Show had been provided for
the Council’s information.
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
(e) Remembrance Sunday – 14 November 2021
The Council considered its arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.
Councillor A Bailey reported that the Council would have to pay for the
road closure which would be in the region of £500/£600. He also reported
that there was a problem in respect of the clergy.
RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to ask Cheshire West and Chester Council’s
Rural Localities Team for a list of its recommended Traffic Management
Officers who the Parish Council could consult with regarding arrangements
for Remembrance Sunday.
(f) Christmas Lights
Barry Townhill, Street Lighting Engineer at Cheshire West and Chester
Council (CWaC) had written to the Clerk on 3 August 2021 to inform her
that the festive electrical assets fixed to CWaC street lighting equipment
required maintaining by the owner of the festive lighting, which was the
Parish Council. Any electrical installation and maintenance needed to be
conducted by a qualified electrician. If they were removing the main
isolation unit within the base of the column then they would also require
ERG39. This was a day’s course given by Scottish Power (SP) and as
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most of CWaC assets were SP supplies, it allowed it to access and
remove the SP isolation units in a controlled and safe manner. The
operative did not have to be an electrician to carry out the ERG39 course.
The course was designed to show that the operative could remove the SP
isolation unit in a safe and controlled manor. The SP supplies were 24
hours live assets and could be dangerous if not approached correctly.
Mr Townhill informed that the Christmas Decorators might have a
contractor who could carry out the work required for maintenance,
installing, testing, and inspecting.
Mr Townhill’s advice on the existing festive lighting infrastructure was to
get an electrician to carry out a test and inspection of all your assets
before installation this year and ask for certification, for the Parish
Council’s records. Then, annually carry out a visual of all the equipment,
removing covers etc. and test and inspect every six years. Some of the
existing infrastructures were sockets only that were not fixed to the
columns. Mr Townhill recommended that these were replaced with a
socket that could be securely fixed to the lighting column. The problem
when they were not fixed, was that water could run down the cabling and
enter the socket itself. Where the fixed type would not have any cabling
exposed.
RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to ask the Christmas Decorators if the
Christmas Light Technician they worked with would provide a quote for
checking all the connections so that all the lights work when they are
switched on over the Christmas period.
(g) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Council considered the notes of a meeting held on 16 August 2021 by
the Music in the Park Group that was planning for an event to celebrate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022 and noted that timely progress
had been made.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the notes of the meeting of the Music in the Park Group be received;
and
(2) this Council will donate £1,500 towards the costs of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebrations in Saughall in June 2022.
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47.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED
The following communications were noted:


The Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) had informed that
(barring any major changes that might come its way) it was returning to its
popular Annual Meeting format. The meeting would be held at 7pm on
Wednesday, 20 October 2021 at the Canalside Conference Centre,
Middlewich. There would be a complementary buffet before the start of
the meeting.
Councils were encouraged to put forward Motions. The closing date for
submission was Friday, 1 October 2021. This provided an opportunity to
garner the support of the Association Membership in moving forward an
issue that was of concern or interest.
Any Member Council wishing to put a Motion to the Annual Meeting
needed to ensure that there would be someone present and willing to put
the Motion to the meeting and a further person to second the Motion.
ChALC Standing Orders afforded the presenter five minutes to put the
motion to the meeting and subsequent speakers three minutes each to
respond. Although not essential, the additional background information
could be particularly helpful in ensuring that delegates understood the
purpose or reasoning for the proposal.
The Council agreed that it would not put forward any Motions for
consideration at this meeting. It was also agreed that the Clerk would put
forward the names of Councillors A Bailey, A Warrington and PP Young to
represent the Council at the meeting.



Emails dated 5 August 2021 between the Clerk and Maqsood Jan
regarding the Cricket Pitch were noted.



Email dated 1 September 2021 from Jason Church highlighting the
problems he had trying to park his car near his home in Rakeway.
The Clerk would reply to Mr Church and write to Cheshire West and
Chester Councillor Simon Eardley informing that the Parish Council was
sympathetic to the situation and would support the provision of parking
spaces for blue badge holders in the local area.

48.

VILLAGE FLOWER PLANTERS
The Clerk reported that only one quotation had been received so far.
Members agreed to provide the names and contact details of a further two
businesses who may be interested in providing a quote for the supply of
plants and maintenance for the eight planters in the village for a three-year
period commencing in June 2022.
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RESOLVED:
That the Clerk be requested to obtain quotes in respect of the supply of plants
and maintenance from the two businesses whose names had been provided.
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