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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 2 August 2021 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by: 
 
Amanda French from Long Lane (representing residents of eight properties) 
concerning Planning Application 21/02317/FUL, erection of a stable block and 
associated hard standing on land to the rear of Roslyn on Long Lane (Minute No. 28 
(a) (x) refers). Ms French and the residents of the eight properties were against the 
development and she detailed their reasons for the objection. They included that the 
application failed to comply with key planning policy, it would encroach onto the 
greenbelt, the impact it would have on the neighbours, it would disturb the habitat of 
protected species, it would provide a flooding risk and because the access road was 
considered excessive. The residents were not aware that any survey had been 
conducted. 
 
Peter Allies and Susan Walker who set out the Council on the pros and cons of 
having a Community Speed Watch in the village. They informed that they had helped 
to set up a Community Speed Watch in a village in which they had lived previously, 
and that they were interested in doing the same again, this time in Saughall in 
collaborating with the Police and the Parish Council. (Minute No. 26 (c) refers.) 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor MA Hallows 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor HT Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young (in the Chair) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley 
 
20. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Bailey and Mrs L 

Rutter. 
 
21. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar declared a personal interest in Supplementary 

Agenda (2 August 2021) Item No. 6 – “Men in Sheds” (Minute No. 33 refers) 
as she was a member of the Saughall Rotary. 
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22. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 5 May 2021 

and be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
23. CLERK’S REPORTS 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had conducted and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the Meetings of the Council 
scheduled for 5 July 2021 (postponed) and 2 August 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
24. THE SHOTWICK PARK PROJECT 
 
 The Council considered a letter dated 21 July 2021 from Dimitri Harrison 

(from the Saker Consultancy) on behalf of Lex Greensill confirming that Mr 
Greensill was still keen to pursue the Shotwick Park Project and requesting 
that the Council provide confirmation of its continued support (or otherwise) 
for the project to proceed. 

 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported that the letter had been sent partly at his 

instigation.  He informed that following the February 2021 meeting of the 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Cabinet, at which he had spoken 
strongly in favour of approval of the report to facilitate the disposal by his 
Council of the Shotwick Park Estate land, to Mr Greensill, external events had 
necessitated a pause in the proceedings.  Given the major challenges faced 
by Mr Greensill and his associated business interests, the Council had 
undertaken a process of internal audit to consider whether its dealings and 
processes were robust throughout the recent negotiations and the report had 
been presented to the Council’s Audit and Governance Committee (of which 
Councillor Eardley was a member) in June 2021.  Councillor Eardley had 
provided extensive information to this process of internal audit around his 
various contacts and indeed his overall view on the project.  The Audit and 
Governance Committee had agreed the recommendations in the report at its 
meeting and this had opened the way for the disposal negotiations to 
recommence and move forward. The report contained several 
recommendations for the Council to consider when proceeding, namely: 

 
 “In the event it is determined to proceed with the sale further progress will, 

under the standard provisions of the Heads of Terms for asset sales, 
require assurances to be provided by Mr Greensill’s solicitor and 
acceptable to the Council around money laundering. The Terms also allow 
the Council to satisfy itself that the purchaser has the ability to finance the 
acquisition. Additionally, in the view of Internal Audit, it would be prudent 
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for the Council to confirm that there is still support within the local 
community for the sale.” 

 
 Councillor Eardley also reported that following a conversation with the Chief 

Executive of Cheshire West and Chester Council, Andrew Lewis he believed 
that his local authority had satisfied itself on the question of the assurances it 
required from Mr Greensill as detailed. Cheshire West and Chester Council 
now had to deal with the question of ‘community support’ and there was a key 
role for the Parish Council in this. Councillor Eardley’s view remained that, 
whatever the other external considerations, this project remained 
overwhelmingly positive in terms of the environmental impact it was likely to 
deliver and the enhancements to public access to the land in question which 
would also follow, together with other things. Councillor Eardley was prepared 
to reconfirm his support to the Council but would only do so following the 
views expressed by the Parish Council which would help to inform his own 
final opinion. 

 
 Councillor PP Young reported that he and Councillor A Bailey had held a 

meeting with Lex Greensill during the previous week and that they had both 
come away from it reassured in respect of the key issues and the project 
should proceed and that appropriate facilities would be provided e.g., car 
parks, more public rights of way and toilets. 

 
 Members expressed concerns that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had met 

with Mr Greensill and had not consulted the rest of the Council that this was 
their intention. Members informed that if they had known there was to be a 
meeting, Members would have been able to put forward questions that they 
wanted answering. The fact that they had not been consulted was highlighted 
as a concern. 

 
 However, the point was also made that all Members of the Council had been 

invited to meetings with Mr Greensill twice before the Parish Council’s support 
had been given to the Shotwick Park Project. 

 
 Members were aware that this was an exciting project for Saughall. The local 

community would benefit from it in future years, and it would protect a large 
area of greenbelt. Consequently, residents were eager for the project to go 
ahead.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive of 

Cheshire West and Chester Council to inform him that this Council reaffirms 
its support for this project and that there is also enthusiastic support for it 
within the local community. 
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25. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 
REPORT 

 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:  
 

(a) Waste Strategy – Cheshire West and Chester Council 
 
 Councillor Eardley had been running an extensive campaign on the Waste 

Strategy for many months in his capacity as Shadow Portfolio Holder for 
Environment. The final stage of this had been a full meeting (in-person) of 
the Council on 27 July 2021 where he had moved a motion to refer the 
whole Strategy back to the Cabinet and various Scrutiny Committees. This 
had been defeated. The Strategy itself had then been voted upon and 
approved by thirty-six votes to thirty-three. The core provisions of it 
included the introduction of a £40 per bin, per year charge for green waste 
collection; the removal of the 2x recycling boxes and replacement with 2x 
recycling bins; ongoing reviews of local ‘tips’; the procurement of new 
waste collection vehicles (some of which would be diesel); the ongoing 
fortnightly cycle of waste/recycling collection (but only guaranteed for three 
years) and a variety of other measures. Councillors were requested to 
contact Councillor Eardley, if they required any further information. 

 
(b) Hedge cutting 
 
 There had been several challenging areas within the village with hedges 

that had been left to grow excessively in recent months. Despite the 
‘nesting season’ it was possible for landowners to undertake cutting where 
there were safety considerations. Councillor Eardley was pleased to say 
that progress had been made along sections of Hermitage Road (with the 
assistance of the Council in terms of speaking with the relevant 
landowners). One stretch, from the Saughall village sign near Blacon 
towards the first set of ‘Little Saughall’ homes was still of concern. 
Highways had communicated with the landowners directly and awaited 
their action. 

 
(c) Grass cutting 
 
 There had been several challenges so far, this cutting season across the 

village (and indeed across the whole ward/borough). One resident 
(Darlington Crescent) had commented to Councillor Eardley as follows in 
June: 

 
 “Being born and bred in Saughall, I can honestly say I have never seen 

the village so unkept and to be honest a bloody eyesore. Every verge 
and what little grassed areas are left are really overgrown. Do you 
know of any reason for this, and if so, could you please inform me?” 

 
 The following day, the team had been in the village but nonetheless the 

matter had been escalated to the Head of Environmental Services who 
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also provided some additional feedback around some of the reasons for 
the delays/challenges this year: 

 
 “Yes, a few areas are a little longer - combination of issues, one of 

which in some areas we did No-Mow-May, the wet start and now the 
extend warm weather. 

 
 The No-Mow-May is good, but we end up running into lots of long 

grass, which slow things right down as it is tough to cut. We are also in 
the process of swapping machines, so we have a few operator errors, 
but the machines do give a better cut, than previous machines.” 

 
(d) Drainage matters 
 
 Councillor Eardley was pleased to join a site visit on 5 June 2021 with 

Councillor Mrs JM Young, Richard Nicholas, and others to look at drainage 
matters on the Golden Jubilee Field (considering progress made to the 
recent water leakage issues which had now been resolved – see below).  
The meeting had been helpful and productive in terms of building up a 
useful picture of historical drainage matters on the site, and it seemed to 
him that a fair amount of this work could be done productively and 
informally to some degree. Councillor Eardley was aware this was for 
consideration more generally by the Parish Council and awaited with 
interest the deliberations in due course. 

 
(e) Fiddlers Lane potential road safety improvements 
 
 Councillor Eardley was grateful to the Highways Working Group for 

considering the referral from a resident regarding his wish to see a 
pedestrian footpath introduced along the entire length of Fiddlers Lane to 
improve safety on this stretch. Whilst Councillor Eardley also had 
sympathy with this request, in the current economic climate he feared it 
was not likely to be possible. However, he noted with interest the 
recommendation for consideration, namely that the 30mph limit from Long 
Lane to just beyond Hey House be extended. Councillor Eardley would be 
pleased to support this if that were the wish of the Parish Council and 
assist in consulting with Cheshire West and Chester Highways on the 
matter.  

 
(f) Miscellaneous 
 

 Councillor Eardley continued to assist residents with a variety of 
highways (and other) concerns at the Bluebell House development 
(Sanctuary), including pressing Cheshire West and Chester Council to 
paint properly the ‘H-bar’ road marking that they had indicated they 
would do in early April (at the entrance with Church Road). 

 

 Fiddlers Lane (water leakage issues near the Scout Hut). This 
longstanding challenge had been resolved in May 2021 and reported to 
Councillor Eardley by Highways Officers as follows:  
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 “I have been informed that there was a collapsed section of pipe 

approx. 2m from the gully which has now been replaced and the 
system is running. There was a slight depression in the pipe going 
under the access to the Scout Hut, but the water was flowing.” 

 

 Fieldway – street name plate. Councillor Eardley had asked for this to 
be replaced as it had been damaged when he saw it on 1 August 2021. 
Reference: HW353393100. 

 

 Police vehicles sign (‘The Peg’, Hermitage Road) – this was currently 
down and had been reported to Cheshire West and Chester Council for 
repair. Reference: HW352938056. 

 

 BT Phone Box on Lodge Lane/junction with Fiddlers Lane. In response 
to the consultation request from BT, Councillor Eardley had replied that 
there was no groundswell of opinion in favour of the retention of this 
box and that it should be removed if that remained the intention of BT 
to do so. Their response and further action were awaited. 

 

 Councillor Eardley had been assisting residents (who lived on Parkgate 
Road, at the junction with Coalpit Lane) with ongoing challenges they 
had with the local authority in terms of potential pollution in the ditch 
that ran alongside their home. This matter had been escalated to 
external agencies together with other departments within the Council 
recently. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his comprehensive report. 
 
26 POLICE MATTERS 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 No report had been received. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to remind PCSO Tony Icke and PC Hannah 

Forrest to submit a police report each month, as previously agreed, for 
consideration by the Council. 

 
(b) Driver Engagement Sessions 
 
 It was reported that the Police had been pulling over motorists to inform 

them when they were not approaching cyclists in an appropriate manner. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received, and this item be not included on future 

Council agenda. 
 
(c) Community Speed Watch Project 
 
 PCSO Tony Icke had drafted a report on Community Speed Watch, a cost-

effective method of reducing vehicle speed in specific areas whilst 
engaging with local communities which had been circulated to Members 
with the agenda. 

 
 Members agreed that Community Speed Watch was an innovative idea 

and a number one priority for the village. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ask PCSO Tony Icke to provide more 

details on how to get the Community Speed Watch Project underway. 
 
27. LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION MODEL COUNCILLOR CODE OF 

CONDUCT 2020 
 
 The Council was informed by the Clerk that this Code had been designed 

to protect the democratic role of Councillors, encourage good conduct, and 
safeguard the public’s trust in local government. 

 
 The Local Government Association (LGA) had developed the Model 

Councillor Code of Conduct (Model Code), in association with key partners 
and after extensive consultation with the sector, as part of its work on 
supporting all tiers of local government to continue to aspire to exacting 
standards of leadership and performance. The Model Code was a 
template for local authorities to adopt in whole and/or with local 
amendments developed for English local authorities in response to one of 
the recommendations of the Committee for Standards in Public Life 
(CSPL) to the LGA and Government. 

 
 All local authorities were required to have a local Code of Conduct that 

was consistent with the principles as published by the CSPL in January 
2013. 

 
 The LGA was producing supporting guidance to be published shortly. It 

had stated it would undertake an annual review of this Code, to ensure it 
continued to be fit-for-purpose, incorporating advances in technology, 
social media, and changes in legislation. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That when the LGA published supporting guidance the Model Councillor 

Code of Conduct be referred to the Business Working Group for 
consideration and report back to the Council. 

 
28. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The comments (already made) and observations on the following planning 

applications were noted or agreed and the Clerk was requested to notify 
Cheshire West and Chester Council - the Planning Authority, of those that 
were outstanding: 

 
(i) 21/01659/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear extension conversion of garage to provide 
new utility, cloakroom and wc and first floor side extension. 

Location: 1 Fairholme Close, Saughall. 
 
 Comments had been requested by 2 June 2021 so after an email 

consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application. 

 
(ii) 21/01793/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey side extension, alteration to existing garage. 
Location: 27 Longdale Drive, Saughall. 

 
 Comments had been requested by 11 June 2021 so after an email 

consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application.  

 
(iii) 21/01882/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear extension. 
Location: Abbey Hey, Church Road, Saughall. 

 
 Comments had been requested by 25 June 2021 so after an email 

consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application. 

 
(iv) 21/01888/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey side and rear extension, installation of 
rooflights and replacement conservatory roof with glazed 
lantern including window to first floor shower room.  Two 
new bay windows at ground floor level to front elevation and 
two replacement rooflights to first floor bedroom. 

Location: Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall. 
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 Comments had been requested by 25 June 2021 so after an email 
consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application. 

 
(v) 21/01918/FUL 

Proposal: Dormer to rear. 
Location: 77 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 

 
 Comments had been requested by 25 June 2021 so after an email 

consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application. 

 
(vi) 21/01896/FUL 

Proposal: Retrospective application for the addition of render to front 
elevation and rear extensions. 

Location: 10 Meadowcroft, Saughall. 
 

 Comments had been requested by 28 June 2021 so after an email 
consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application. 

 
(vii)21/02210/TPO 

Proposal: Pine (T1) – Crown raise overhanging branches over the 
property (14 Vernon Close) to approximately 7m. Reduce 
upper long limbs over neighbouring rear gardens by 3m (12 
and 14 Vernon Close).  Reduce four large vertical stems 
west and southwest in upper crown by 1.5m.  Remove ivy 
from main stem to increase the light through the canopy. 

Location: 14 Vernon Close, Saughall. 
 
 Comments had been requested by 28 June 2021 so after an email 

consultation with Members the Clerk had responded informing that the 
Council had no objection to this planning application. 

 
(viii)21/02000/FUL 

Proposal: Change of use from residential dwelling house to a 
healthcare facility offering autism diagnosis and other 
psychological interventions with associated administration 
office space and parking. 

Location: Brookside Farm Cottage, Parkgate Road, Mollington. 
 
 “Although the Parish Council welcomes new business enterprises into 

the Parish, this location is causing some concerns in that housing stock 
would be lost, where there are other suitable locations in vacant 
business premises nearby and there are further concerns that this 
location is on a blind bend onto a 50mph major road.” 

 
 It was noted that the Parish Council was out of time in making 

comments on this Planning Application, but Councillor Simon Eardley 
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had ensured that the points about access had been made within the 
timescale laid down. 

 
(ix)21/00612/FUL – Amendment/Additional Information 

Proposal: Proposed rear single storey kitchen extension, sliding glazed 
doors and rooflights/lantern to rear of property with new 
entrance lobby and two bay windows to front. 

Location: Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
 Comments were requested by 1 July 2021. An extension for comments 

until 6 July 2021 had been applied for and refused. 
 
(x)21/02317/FUL 

Proposal: Erection of stable block and associated hard standing. 
Location: Land at Roslyn, Long Lane, Saughall. 

 
 Councillor Simon Eardley informed that he had called this Planning 

Application in for consideration by the Planning Committee. 
 
 Objections – “The Parish Council wants to object strongly to this 

planning application on the following grounds: 
 
 Encroachment on greenbelt; 
 The five-meter access road and traffic danger;  
 Ecological issues; Impact on the neighbouring Golden Jubilee Park; 

Nuisance valve to residents;  
 Flood risk in the park and neighbouring gardens;  
 Site access/poor visibility;  
 Potential removal of trees and hedgerows; and 
 Danger to wildlife.” 
 
(xi)21/02215/FUL 

Proposal: Proposed first floor terrace over existing conservatory 
including privacy screen, roof lantern, glazed balustrade, and 
access door. 

Location: Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported that this planning application had 

been recommended for refusal by the Planning Officers because of the 
impact on visual amenities. He had called it in for consideration by the 
Planning Committee and planning permission had been refused on 8 
July 2021. 

 
(xii)21/02532/FUL 

Proposal: Alteration to existing front door to replace with window, 
erection of single storey front and side extensions to include 
rendering. 

Location: 19 Parkway, Saughall. 
 
 “No objections.” 
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(xiii)21/02369/FUL 
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage and store, erection of single 

and two storey rear extension. 
Location: Glendower, Long Lane, Saughall. 

 
 “No objections.” 
 
(xiv)21/02188/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition of existing side annex and erection of single 
storey side extension. 

Location: 1 Lodge Lane, Saughall. 
 
 “No objections.” 
 
(xv)21/02534/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear extension (retrospective). 
Location: Fruit Farm House, Long Lane, Saughall. 

 
 “No objections.” 
 
(xvi)21/02113/FUL 

Proposal: Change of use from Agricultural to Dog Walking and Dog 
Training. 

Location: Land at Fiddlers Lane, Saughall. 
 
 Objections – “The Parish Council wants to strongly object to this 

planning application on the following grounds: 
 
 Access issues - reduced visibility for traffic entering and exiting the site; 
 It has been logged with Enforcement that there is a building on the site 

that does not have planning permission; 
 Environmental issues - concerns about effluent disposal and drainage; 
 Highway issues; and 
 Inappropriate use of greenbelt land.” 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 

 No planning decisions had been received since the last meeting of the 
Council held on Monday, 5 May 2021. 

 
(c) Peartree Grange Development 
 
 Councillor A Bailey had circulated a report to Council Members on 21 July 

2021 informing them that he had met with Shane Wolfe, the Site Manager 
of the Peartree grange Development because of the one-way traffic lights 
suddenly appearing outside his house the previous day without notice. 

 
 Mr Wolfe had explained that United Utilities just turned up and said they 

had a Traffic Regulation Order, and that the connection work would be 
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completed by 10.00 hours that day.  No one arrived and the work had not 
been completed. 

 
 Councillor Bailey informed that Mr Wolfe had reported that all but one plot 

had now been sold and as soon as the water connections were completed 
people would start to move in. 

 
 Councillor Bailey further informed that Mr Wolfe had recently investigated 

the ditch and found a concrete lined gulley and within one hour, with a mini 
digger, the ditch and drain across the road had been totally cleared and 
was running freely, so much so that the ditch at the rear of the site which 
was one metre deep had also emptied.   

 
 DC Wolfe had spent a lot of time and money on the drainage scheme that 

was no longer required in its original design and a smaller attenuation 
scheme was now being put in place. 

 
 One more road closure needed to be agreed with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council that was to connect the sewers. This would mean a total 
closure of Hermitage Road for five days. Councillor Bailey had suggested 
that the work should be undertaken before the schools returned in 
September 2021. If Members had any contrary views, they were requested 
to contact Mr Wolfe as soon as possible.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Appeal under Section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act – 

Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the detail of the appeal be noted: 
 

 21/00612/FUL 
 

Proposal: Proposed rear single storey kitchen extension, sliding glazed 
doors and rooflights/lantern to rear of property with new 
entrance lobby and two bay windows to front. 

Location: Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
(e) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s – Local Plan Conversation 2021 
 
 The details of the consultation that would run from Wednesday, 23 June 

2021 to 5pm on Wednesday, 16 September 2021 had been circulated with 
the agenda. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
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 That consideration of a consultation response be deferred until the next 
meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 6 September 2021. 

 
29. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 It was noted that this Working Group had not met since the Council 

Meeting held on Monday, 12 April 2021. 
 
(b) Environment and Community Resilience 
 
 It was reported that this Working Group had not yet met as the Council 

awaited instructions from Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
 
(c) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 It was noted that this Working Group had not met because Members had 

not been available. However, Councillor Mrs JM Young had provided a 
written report which had been circulated to Members and contained the 
following comments: 

 

 The manhole behind the container had been raised and photographs 
taken. 

 The car park fence was now wobbly in places. 

 The hedges inside the field had been cut and the Fiddlers Lane hedge 
would also be trimmed. 

 One of the Oak Trees has not survived. The Tree Warden had 
informed that it had drowned. 

 The field was being well used in the evenings with keep fit classes and 
football training taking place. 

 The dogs were still running freely on the field and leaving their mess. 

 The litter was under control, but it was not the Litter Picker’s job to pick 
up the dog mess. 

 
 Councillor Mrs Young reported that the Litter Picker had requested an 

increase in his payment. He currently received the National Minimum 
Living Wage (hourly rate - £8.91) but wanted to receive the Real Living 
Wage retrospectively from 1 April 2021 (hourly rate £9.50). This would be 
an increase of 59p per hour and if agreed arrears of £38.94 from April to 
July 2021 would need to be paid. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 
 (1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her informative report; and 
 
 (2) the Clerk be requested to arrange payment for Mr Davies of the Real 

 Living Wage at £9.50 an hour backdated from 1 April 2021. 
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(c) Highways 
 
 Raised Island Build Outs 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the Working Group had met virtually with 

full attendance to consider the next steps following the installation of the 
Vehicle Activation Signs (VAS's) on Seahill Road, Long Lane, and 
Hermitage Road. The Working Group agreed that the VASs would 
influence the speed of responsible drivers but were likely to be ignored by 
irresponsible drivers and other measures were required. The Working 
Group believed physical obstructions were needed as evidenced by the 
calming influence of parked vehicles. Having regard to the cost 
implications the Working Group had prioritised the Parish as follows: 

 
 1. The through length of Seahill Road, Church Road and Long Lane. 
 2. Hermitage Road. 
 3. The Ridings and estate roads. 

 
 After debating the merits of alternative schemes, the Working Group was 

proposing that Raised Island Build Outs (like those in Mill Lane, Upton) 
were installed at the following locations having regard to the parking needs 
of residents:  

 

 Seahill Road, just down from the entrance to Magna House to require 
vehicles entering the village to give way to traffic leaving the village. 

 

 Outside The Croft requiring traffic leaving the village to give way. 
 

 Long Lane, just beyond the Junction with Fiddlers Lane requiring traffic 
entering the village to give way. 

 
 The proposed islands in Long Lane and opposite The Croft in Seahill Road 

had footpaths on both sides of the road and could, therefore, have 
dropped kerbs to allow use as pedestrian crossing points. The Council 
could consider as part of the scheme having a pedestrian entrance to the 
Play Area off Long Lane, opposite the proposed Island. 

 
 The dimensions of the proposed traffic islands would allow all size of 

vehicle to pass 
 
 The Working Group RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Council supports the proposal to install Traffic Islands and 

authorises the Highways Working Group to commence preliminary 
discussions with Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

 
 Fiddlers Lane 
 
 The Working Group discussed a referral from Councillor Simon Eardley 

following a request from a resident who would like a pedestrian footpath 



Page 34 

the length of Fiddlers Lane. The Working Group was sympathetic to the 
proposal but was not confident that Cheshire West and Chester Council 
would be prepared to finance such a scheme which may also result in the 
carriageway not being wide enough for two-way traffic in certain places.  It 
was important that the hedges on Fiddlers Lane were cut right back. 

 
 
 The Working Group RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Council advise Councillor Simon Eardley that it supports the 

extension of the 30-mph limit from Long Lane to just beyond Hey House. 
 
 Saughall Through Traffic at Peak Times 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that it was the view of the Working Group that 

much of the traffic coming through Saughall at peak times was the result of 
commuters taking short cuts through the village and proposed that 
Councillor Simon Eardley be requested to consult with Blacon Councillors 
and ascertain whether they would be willing to support the introduction of 
traffic lights at the bottom of Western Avenue. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor B Kerr be thanked for his informative report;  
 
(2) the two recommendations of the Working Group as detailed above be 

 agreed; and 
 
(3) Councillor Simon Eardley be requested to consult with Blacon 

Councillors to ascertain whether they would be willing to support a 
proposal for the introduction of traffic lights at the bottom of Western 
Avenue and report back to the Council on his findings. 

 
30. FINANCE REPORTS 

 
(a) Annual Audit of Accounts 2020/21 
 
 The Internal Auditor, JDH Business Services Ltd had conducted the 

annual audit and submitted a report.  The report had been circulated to 
Members. The Business Working Group would consider the 
recommendations at its next meeting and then make recommendations to 
the Council. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the position be noted, and the Business Group’s recommendations, 

following consideration of the Internal Auditor’s Report be awaited. 
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(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 5 May 2021 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2021/2022 £ Cheque No 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – May 2021) 142.56 200360 
 Mr B Huxley – (Grass Cutting in the Golden  783.33 200361 
 Jubilee Park in May 2021) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (June Salary) 734.98 200362 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 48.50 200363 
 JDH Business Services Ltd 327.60 200364 
 (Internal Audit of the 2020/21 Accounts) 
 Cheshire Community Action (Affiliation fee) 50.00 200365 
 Mr B Huxley – (Grass Cutting in the Golden 783.33 200366 
 Jubilee Park in June 2021) 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – June 2021) 142.56 200367 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (July Salary) 734.98 200368 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 43.35 200369 
 HM Revenue and Customs 699.66 200370 
 Walkers Nurseries (Chester) Ltd 451.68 200371 
 (Replanting eight flower planters) 
 123 Connect Ltd (Upgrading Mailboxes) 58.80 200372 
 Mr B Huxley – (Grass Cutting in the Golden  783.33 200373 
 Jubilee Park in July 2021) 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – July 2021) 142.56 200374 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (August Salary) 734.98 200375 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 195.25 200376 
 Bell Stone Masonry 558.00 200377 
 (Raising the Manhole in Golden Jubilee Park) 
 Mr JC Baker 660.00 200378 
 (Supply Stone for Car Park and Level) 
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last Council Meeting of the 

Council on Monday, 5 May 2021. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
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31. SCHOOL TRANSPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that parents with children at Upton High 

School and the Bishop’s Blue Coat C of E Secondary School had been 
expressing their concerns over the proposal to remove the direct bus services 
between the schools and the village from the beginning of the autumn term.   

 
 These buses had been in operation since the beginning of the Coronavirus 

Pandemic and the staggered bus services had worked perfectly so parents 
wanted them to continue as they alleviated the need for children to leave 
home early and return late because they did not have to travel into Chester 
and change buses. There were concerns about such arrangements in the 
winter months when it would be dark at the times children had to travel. Also, 
buses tended to be fuller under this arrangement and children had been 
unable to board them and had to wait for later ones. There was significant 
anxiety over arriving in school late, being left behind stranded at a bus stop for 
extended periods of time or having to run to a different bus stop to 'get ahead 
of the queue'.  

 
 Councillor Mrs Young also reported that many parents had received extremely 

frustrating responses from Cheshire West and Cheshire Council regarding its 
different policies around transport to and from school, catchment schools and 
the closest available school. This had been in addition to the fact that 
Stagecoach themselves had not officially announced what they intended to do 
with the service.  

 
 Parents were not looking for a free bus service, or for any other type of free 

transport to be provided to the children in Saughall, but instead that the direct 
bus service as it had run in the last academic year and in the past, be allowed 
to continue. Parents were willing to pay for this service and the buses that left 
the village to go to both Upton High School and Bishops Bluecoat High School 
had been full.  

 
 The way in which the parents and children of Saughall had been treated over 

this matter had caused a significant amount of stress and anxiety for all. It 
was considered that pupils already at high school should not be starting 
their summer break with this uncertainty hanging over them causing added 
anxiety in what had already been a stressful year.  In addition to this, children 
who were transferring into Year 7 in September 2021 were now experiencing 
significant distress at what should instead be an exciting time and a new 
chapter in their young lives. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors MA Hallows and Mrs JM Young be requested to send the 

Clerk a form of words so that she can send a letter raising concerns about 
home to school transport from the Saughall perspective to Andrew Lewis, 
Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
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32. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Public Right of Way – Bluebell Wood 
 
 The Council had noted the content of the letter dated 21 April 2021 that 

the Clerk had sent to Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive at Cheshire West 
and Chester Council about the state of the Public Rights of Way. (Minute 
No. 298(a) refers.)  It now noted that Mr Lewis had still not responded to 
the Clerk’s letter. 

 
 Councillor M Johnson had informed that one of the Public Right of Ways 

had a very slippery path in wet weather with a broken stile at the bottom. It 
led from the track that came from Seahill Road and connected with the 
footpath into Wales. Richard Ankers, the Footpath Officer had been 
informed of the work required on the Public Right of Way and he had been 
requested to obtain a quote for the repairs from Cheshire West and 
Chester Council’s contractor. Whether he had done so or not was not 
known 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to chase Andrew Lewis for a reply to her letter 
and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to provide the details of the work required on 

the Public Rights of Way so that he can consult with Richard Ankers 
over progress. 

 
(b) BT Telephone Box Consultation – Factory Corner, CH1 6DT 
 
 It was reported that following consultation via email with Members, the 

Clerk had informed Councillor Simon Eardley that of those Members who 
responded there was a tie between the proposals to remove the post box 
and to keep it as it was a guaranteed telephone in an emergency and 
close to the Golden Jubilee Park where there was various play equipment. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) Flower Planter 
 
 The Council considered how to award a contract for the replanting and 

maintenance of the eight flower planters in the village.  There were two 
interested parties who had indicated they could take on this work.  They 
were Walkers Nurseries (Chester) Ltd and Saughall Woman’s Institute. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
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 That the Clerk be requested to ask Walkers Nurseries (Chester) Ltd and 
Saughall Woman’s Institute for a quote (for the Council to let a contract for 
a three-year term) to plant up the eight planters in Saughall twice a year 
(June and October) and to water and maintain them.  

 
(d) Vernon Institute Clock Tower and Clock 
 
 Councillor PP Young informed that following research he had ascertained 

that the Clock Tower had been paid for by the Vernon family and the 
funding required to purchase the clock itself had been raised by means of 
public subscription. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(e) Willow Hey Drainage 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported that a site visit would be arranged with 

Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester Council 
then a report would be prepared setting out the various options and the 
associated costs. 

 
(f) Christmas Lights 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that a few Christmas lights were not working 

because water had got into the sockets. A site visit between Barry 
Townhill, the Street Lighting Engineer and Kathie Johnson from the 
Christmas Decorators had been held on 24 June 2021. The details of what 
was now required along with the associated costs were awaited. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted. 

 
33. “MEN IN SHEDS” 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had requested that this item of business be placed 

on the agenda.  It was an initiative of the Saughall Rotary, but they had since 
decided not to proceed because of lack of members. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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34. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The following communications were noted: 
 

(a) An email dated 5 June 2021 from George Flemwell about speeding traffic 
in the 20mph zone. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Mr Flemwell that the Council is 

taking these speeding matters in Saughall very seriously and that it is 
Cheshire Police’s responsibility to prosecute offenders and the Parish 
Council will continue to press the Police to do just that her team. 

(b) Details about The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Central Weekend 2022 sent 
to Members via email on 20 June 2021. 
www.queensjubileebeacons.com 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans informed that there was a wish to celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and to procure a beacon for this purpose.  The 
Music in the Park Group was willing to take this initiative forward and 
would report back to the Council in due course with plans, proposals, and 
costings. 

 
(c) An email dated 15 July 2021 from Jan Maqsood requesting use of the 

cricket pitch for cricket practice.  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Ms Maqsood that her Team can use 

the cricket pitch but there are no booking arrangements so she will need to 
take a chance that others are not using it when she wants to do so. Also, 
the cricket square is no longer maintained and there are no changing 
facilities. 

 
(d) The Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) had informed that 

(barring any major changes that might come our way) it was returning to 
its popular Annual Meeting format. It would be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 
20 October 2021 at the Canalside Conference Centre, Middlewich. There 
would be a complementary buffet before the start of the meeting. 

 
 Councils were encouraged to put forward Motions. The closing date for 

submission was Friday, 1 October 2021. This provided an opportunity to 
garner the support of the Association Membership in moving forward an 
issue that was of concern or interest. 

 
 Any Member Council wishing to put a Motion to the Annual Meeting 

needed to ensure that there would be someone present and willing to put 
the Motion to the meeting and a further person to second the Motion. 
ChALC Standing Orders afforded the presenter five minutes to put the 
motion to the meeting and subsequent speakers three minutes each to 

http://www.queensjubileebeacons.com/
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respond. Although not essential, the additional background information 
could be particularly helpful in ensuring that delegates understood the 
purpose or reasoning for the proposal. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Members will consider if they wish to propose any motions and inform 

the Council when this matter is discussed again at the next meeting of the 
Council scheduled for Monday, 6 September 2021. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar declared a non-pecuniary interest in the next 

item of business (e) as she was a member of Saughall Rotary. 
 
(e) An email dated 29 July 2021 from Christine Woodward requesting 

permission for the Saughall Rotary to use the Golden Jubilee Park on 
either 19 or 26 September 2021 for the purpose of holding a Dog Show. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Ms Woodward that the Council has 

agreed to her request and the Saughall Rotary can hold its Dog Show in 
the Golden Jubilee Park on 19 or 26 September 2021. 

 
(f) An email from Vicky Clarke dated 22 July 2021 complaining about the 

state of the village, overgrown hedges, kerbside weeds, and grass cutting 
etc. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Ms Clarke that the Council is taking 

this matter very seriously and is consulting with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council about the state of the village because of its approach to 
grass cutting etc. as this service is the responsibility of the Principal 
Authority.  The Council hopes to work with Cheshire West and Chester 
Council to bring about much needed improvement. 

 
35. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public 

be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as 
amended) to that Act (Financial or Business Affairs of any particular person). 
The Public Interest Test had been applied and favours exclusion. 
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 PART 2 – MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS 
AND PUBLIC 

 
36. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK - PROJECT TO ALLEVIATE FLOODING 
 
 The Council considered a brief report by a Sports Surface Consultant and 

Ground Staff Mentor which set out a proposal for the role as Natural Sport 
Surface Consultant. 

 
 Requesting a feasibility study to be conducted was agreed as the first step to 

be taken in respect of this project. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to take a particular course of action and report 

back to the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 6 September 
2021. 


