MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK
PARISH COUNCIL held on Wednesday, 5 May 2021 on the Zoom Platform.
In attendance:

Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair)
Councillor DF Holman
Councillor HT Jennings
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr
Councillor Mrs L Rutter (Part)
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar
Councillor A Warrington
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Councillor PP Young
Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley (Part)

1.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
It was proposed and seconded and following a vote it was
RESOLVED:
That Councillor A Bailey be elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing
Municipal Year.

2.

CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF OFFICE
The Chairman signed his declaration of office, witnessed by the Clerk.

3.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
It was proposed and seconded and following a vote it was
RESOLVED:
That Councillor PP Young be elected Vice-Chairman of the Council for the
ensuing Municipal Year.

4.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs K Evans, PC
Hannah Forrest and PCSO Tony Icke.

5.

MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No declarations of interest were received.
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6.

MINUTES
RESOLVED:
That subject to the following amendments, the Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on 12 April 2021 be confirmed as a correct record:
Minute No. 296 (a) Planning Application (vii) 21/01099/FUL
Delete 48 Hermitage Road and replace with Lynnant, Church Road

7.

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had
taken since she had published the agenda for the Annual Meeting of the
Council scheduled for 5 May 2021 on 26 April 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted.

8.

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
Members considered the draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Parish
Assembly that had been held on Monday, 19 April 2021.
RESOLVED:
That the content of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on
Monday, 19 April 2021 be noted.

9.

GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
The Clerk reported that the Council, again, met the eligibility criteria to
exercise the General Power of Competence as set out in the Parish Councils
(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012.
RESOLVED:
That this Council agrees to reaffirm its wish to exercise the General Power of
Competence.

10.

MEETING SCHEDULE – 2021/22
The Council was aware that the High Court had ruled against Lawyers in
Local Government (LLG), Association of Democratic Services Officers
(ADSO) and Hertfordshire County Council in their bid to enable local councils
to continue meeting remotely.
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This meant that, for the moment, the ability to hold remote meetings ceased
on 7 May 2021 and after that Councils could only hold socially distant
(following local rules and risk assessments) meetings for the foreseeable
future.
However, the Government had a call for evidence out which closed on 17
June 2021.
In the light of all this, Members considered the draft Schedule of Meetings for
the ensuing Municipal Year, and it was
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 7 June 2021 be cancelled
unless a future Government decision means it can be held on the Zoom
Platform, statutory timescales allowing;
(2) the dates and times of the rest of the meetings be agreed and because of
social distancing, the Clerk be requested to book the large hall at the
Vernon Institute for the 5 July 2021 meeting, if possible, but if it is already
booked by someone else, the Clerk be requested to book the Uniformed
Group’s Headquarters instead; and
(3) larger meeting venues be booked for the holding of Council Meetings
whilst people are still required to social distance because of the
Coronavirus Pandemic.
11.

WORKING GROUP REPRESENTATION
Members considered the Council’s Working Groups and their Membership
and it was
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Membership of the Council’s Working Groups be as follows:
(a) Business Working Group
Councillors A Bailey, H Jennings, B Kerr, A Warrington, and PP Young.
(b) Golden Jubilee Park Working Group
Councillors A Warrington, Mrs JM Young and PP Young plus three coopted Members (Ms A Dutton, Mrs S Harris, and Mr B Huxley).
(c) Highways Working Group
Councillors H Jennings, M Johnson, B Kerr, and Mrs JE Storrar plus
one co-opted Member (Mr R Nicholas).
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(2) the Communications and Marketing Working Group be disbanded as it has
completed its work and is now at the end of its useful life;
(3) a new group, the Environment and Community Resilience Working Group
be established with a Membership as follows:
Councillors A Bailey, DF Holman, A Warrington, and Mrs JM Young.
(4) the Environment and Community Resilience Working Group be requested
to bring a report to the next meeting of the Council.
12.

PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION
RESOLVED:
That the Council be represented as follows:
(a) Vernon Institute Management Committee
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar.
(b) Music in the Park 2022
Councillors Mrs K Evans, Mrs JE Storrar and Mrs JM Young.
(c) Tree and Environmental Warden
Mrs H Cakebread.
(d) Parish Paths and Allotments Wardens
Councillors DF Holman, M Johnson, and A Warrington.
(e) Responsible Financial Officer
Mr G Hudspeth.
(f) Internal Auditor
JDH Business Services Ltd.
(g) Superfast Broadband – Digital Champion
Councillor DF Holman

13.

POLICE MATTERS
(a) Councillor A Bailey reported that PC Hannah Forrest and PCSO Tony Icke
were off duty and so it had been agreed that they would attend the
meeting of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 5 July 2021.
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PC Forrest had submitted a written report covering the period from 1 to 30
April 2021. The report included brief details of two drive offs from the Red
Ensign Garage, two road traffic collisions, a covid breach, two incidents of
shoplifting, three highway disruptions, various suspicious activity, and four
personal nuisance incidents.
RESOLVED:
That the detailed report submitted by the Police be noted.
(b) It was reported that the Driver Engagement Session in the village on
Wednesday, 13 April 2021 had gone very well. The session had been held
to engage, explain, and educate road users on the speed limit on various
sections of road.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(c) Community Speed Watch Project
Councillor A Bailey informed that PCSO Tony Icke would discuss this
Project with the Council at its meeting scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 5
July 2021.
RESOLVED:
That a discussion on the Community Speed Watch Project be awaited.
14.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS
(a) Business
It was noted that his Working Group had not met since the Council
Meeting held on Monday, 12 April 2021.
(b) Golden Jubilee Park
Councillor Mrs JM Young had provided a written report which had been
circulated to Members. The Working Group had considered the following
matters:
(i) Drainage
The Working Group had viewed the trench dug at the rear of the
compound. It had been presumed that the pipe exposed was the one
put in to replace the original ditch. Further work was needed to expose
the end of the pipe and reveal where it came out in Fiddlers Lane. The
Working Group had agreed that no further equipment should be placed
on the field until the drainage issues were addressed.
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It was hoped that the work on Fiddlers Lane would help with this
drainage situation.
(ii) Outdoor Gym
The Working Group had identified that the priority was to place an
organic sustainable pathway around the perimeter of the Golden
Jubilee Park followed by gym equipment. The suggested width of path
should be at least 1.5 meters.
(iii) Bookings for the Use of the Field
The Working Group had had a lively debate on this matter, but nothing
had been agreed.
(iv) Car Park
The Car Park needed urgent attention as reported last month. No
suitable material had been sourced yet.
(v) Saplings
There were a lot of saplings on the field that needed to be thinned out
as soon as possible.
(vi) Wooden Bench
The Wooden Bench in the Younger Children’s Play Area needed
treating.
RESOLVED: That
(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her informative report; and
(2) arrangements be made to thin out the saplings and treat the wooden
bench in the Younger Children’s Play Area.
(c) Highways
Councillor B Kerr reported that the Working Group had not met since the
last meeting of the Council on 12 April 2021. In respect of the Vehicle
Activated Signs, Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s
Principal Engineer – Environment and Communities had been in contact
with him to inform that the three streetlighting columns had been changed
and the units were on order, and it was expected that they would be
delivered within the next three weeks.
Councillor Kerr also reported that Mrs Parry had contacted him again in
the previous week to inform that there had been a communications mix up
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and the replacement streetlighting column on Seahill Road was not the
right one. He had accepted that this was a genuine error.
The content of the letter that the Council had sent to the Chief Executive of
Cheshire West and Chester Council, Andrew Lewis, dated 14 April 2021
was noted. His response was still awaited.
RESOLVED:
That Councillor B Kerr be thanked for his informative report.
15.

CHESHIRE WEST AND
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

CHESTER

COUNCIL

(CWaC)

–

WARD

Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:
(a) Highways matters
Councillor Eardley had been approached by CWaC Highways for a
meeting to discuss various outstanding matters in his ward (around thirty
or so!) and this had taken place on 30 April 2021 with Kay Parry, a
colleague, and a senior officer. The following points had been raised and
an update is detailed below.






Fiddlers Lane (Uniformed Groups Headquarters end)
Investigation works to determine the cause of the longstanding issue
here had taken placed on two occasions in recent weeks (the most
recent being on 4 May 2021). Councillor Eardley awaited feedback on
what this had revealed but finally action was being taken at least.
Lodge Lane Road Sign
This was logged for replacement back in May/June 2019. Whilst a
relatively minor matter, the sign was virtually useless as it currently
stood. Councillor Eardley understood an incorrect replacement had
been ordered and a new one had now been requested (in the correct
format).
Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) Implementation
Councillor Eardley had been advised that the relevant lighting columns
had been replaced and the signs ordered for the current three that the
Parish Council wished to site in the village. They would take
approximately six weeks to arrive (the order had been lodged nearly
three weeks ago). It had been confirmed to him during this meeting that
the CWaC preference remained for VAS that were mains fed and
mounted on street furniture for reasons of reliability and to avoid other
structures being placed on the highway. Specific VAS signage, that
was compliant with traffic signs’ regulations, was what CWaC was
willing to permit at the present time on a permanent basis. Other
signage was possible, but those could only be left in the same place for
up to a month and were burdensome in terms of where they might be
moved to, who would move them (insurance matters) etc. There was
no, in principle, reason why solar powered signage would not be
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permitted although the extraordinarily strong preference was for VAS
that were mains fed for the reliability points mentioned above.
Hermitage Road Pavement
Highways Officers had been to inspect the pavement that was
discussed at the last Parish Council meeting, broadly from Fox Lea
down to the junction with Church Road. Whilst the condition was not
good, it did not currently meet the criteria for intervention. Councillor
Eardley appreciated that this would not be a welcome response but
footway conditions and possible work to remedy defects was governed
by specific criteria which was consistently applied. He suggested that
the Parish Council continue to monitor the situation at this location and
report further if the state of the path continued to decrease. The ‘hole’
that was identified (to the rear of the pavement) at the ‘Old Post Office’
had since been filled in (he understood by the homeowners).

(b) Land near the Golden Jubilee Field
Councillor Eardley reported that the latest position was as follows at this
location (no application had been submitted yet as referred to below):
‘A planning application will be submitted for a change of use of the land
for dog walking and classes along with the wider development on the
site. The building is going to be removed/altered to form more of a
fence/windbreak. So, we shall see what this looks like, but if it is just
fencing it would likely be okay and within PD regulations.’
(c) Miscellaneous









Public Rights of Way (PROW) in the Bluebell Wood Area
The Parish Council was aware that the works that were part funded
between it, Councillor Eardley’s Member budget and CWaC were
completed towards the end of April 2021. The PROW Officer had
indicated that the work was to the standard he was expecting from the
contractor.
122 Hermitage Road
An appeal against the enforcement notice at this location had been
lodged with a revised date for representations to be received of 27 May
2021.
Willow Hey Drainage Matters
Following correspondence with Councillor Eardley and interested
parties (of which the Parish Council was aware and was one), an online
meeting to consider the latest developments at this location had been
arranged by the local MP for Tuesday, 1 June 2021.
Shotwick Farm Estate Project
Councillor Eardley was not aware of any further developments at this
location.
Reminder Police and Crime Commissioner Election
The election for a new Police and Crime Commissioner would take
place on Thursday, 6 May 2021, usual polling hours. Councillor Eardley
requested everyone to vote – the individual elected would control a
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substantial budget. Extra Covid-19 precautions were being
implemented and advised (such as advice to take your own
pen/pencil), and the process may take longer than usual.
RESOLVED:
That Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his comprehensive report.
16.

PLANNING MATTERS
(a) Planning Applications
The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and
the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the
Planning Authority, of them:
(i) 21/01278/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage and erection of two storey and
single storey side extension.
Location: 37 Hermitage Road, Saughall.
‘The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application but
notes that the proposal virtually doubles the footprint of the house.’
(ii) 21/01265/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of detached garage, two storey side extension,
erection of rear dormer and single rear extension.
Location: 218 Hermitage Road, Saughall.
‘The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application.’
(iii) 21/01351/FUL
Proposal: Front porch.
Location: 20 Eastfields Grove, Saughall.
‘The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application.’
(b) Planning Decisions
RESOLVED:
That the withdrawal of the following planning application be noted:
(i) 20/00059/FUL
Proposal: Single storey rear extension.
Location: Fruit Farm House, Long Lane, Saughall.
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(c) Enforcement Notice – 122 Hermitage Road, Saughall
RESOLVED:
That it be noted that an Appeal under Section 174 has been made to the
Secretary of State and any representations must be received by 20 May
2021.
(d) Peartree Grange Development
Councillor A Bailey reported that it had been quiet over the last week.
There was to be an Open Day on Saturday to encourage sales. He would
report on progress at the next meeting of the Council.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
(e) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Planning Overview Event –
Tuesday, 20 April 2021
Councillor A Bailey reported that it had been hoped that a report on
progress, following the White Paper, on the Bill on Planning Reform would
be provided at this event but, unfortunately, the details were still awaited.
A talk had been received on using available spaces.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received.
17.

FINANCE REPORTS
(a) Annual Audit of Accounts 2020/21
The Council was asked to approve the Council’s Annual Governance
Statement and agree the content of the Council’s Accounting Statements
which had been circulated. The 2020/21 Accounts would then be audited
by the Internal Auditor, JDH Business Services Ltd.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Council’s Annual Governance Statement be approved;
(2) the Council’s Accounting Statements be agreed; and
(3) the Internal Auditor be now requested to undertake an audit of the
Council’s 2020/21 Accounts.
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(b) Annual Subscriptions
Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC)
The Council noted that ChALC’s Annual Affiliation Fee was £895:68 and
that the annual subscription for Local Council Review publications was £51
for 3 copies.
RESOLVED: That
(1) the Council will remain affiliated to ChALC and will order 3 copies of the
Local Council Review, the same as in previous years; and
(2) the costs associated with (1) above (£946:68) be approved.
(c) Parish Council’s Insurance
The Clerk had requested quotations for insurance cover for a three-year
period from 1 June 2021 to 31 May 2024. The following responses had
been received:


Company A (the current insurer) quoted an annual premium of
£1,004.22.



Company B declined to provide a quote because it was unlikely to be
cheaper than what the Council currently paid, and it imagined that the
Council was predominantly premium focused and so decided not to put
formal terms forward.



Company C quoted an annual premium of £929.86.

RESOLVED:
That Zurich Municipal Insurance be selected as the Council’s insurance
provider for the three-year period from 1 June 2021 to 31 May 2024 in the
sum of £1,004.22 per annum.
(d) Pear Tree Farm and Community Infrastructure Levy V Section 106
Agreement
The Council was undertaking a review of the drainage on the Golden
Jubilee Park which could cost more than £50,000. Members thought that
they may be able to access funding in the light of what the Section 106
agreement had specified. (Planning Application 18/00756/FUL)
Councillor A Bailey reported that following the Parish Council meeting on
12 April 2021 he had contacted Daniel Lockwood, Principal Planning
Obligations Monitoring Officer at CWaC to clarify some confusion over
Section 106 payments and the Community Infrastructure Levy which
applied to the Pear Tree Farm development on Hermitage Road.
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Mr Lockwood had reported that, in principle, the parks and recreation sum
of £23,184 and the sports pitch capital sum of £6,696 could be used to
fund the drainage improvements at the Golden Jubilee Park as that would
enhance the area and make it more accessible if there was less
waterlogging etc.
The sports pitch maintenance sum would have to be used specifically on
the maintenance of the pitch at the Cricket Club, such as specialist turf
maintenance including re-turfing/re-seeding, boundary markings etc.
In terms of the review of the drainage, Mr Lockwood encouraged the
Parish Council to consult an independent, reputable specialist to help
identify the issues and provide necessary steps to rectify them. Mr
Lockwood had informed that it may well be worth consulting with a
specialist sports pitch maintenance contractor regarding the drainage of
the cricket pitch as the drainage needs of the pitch may differ slightly from
the drainage of the open space.
Mr Lockwood had also confirmed the process and involve colleagues from
the Locality Team and his colleague Mary Laver, Green Infrastructure
Officer had recommended getting the site independently appraised before
progressing with any quotes for remedial works. She advised that
drainage works, and sports pitches could be expensive. A specialist area
required guidance best provided by someone who was suitably qualified
and experienced.
RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.
(e) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 12 April 2021
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be approved:
Financial Year 2021/2022
The Royal British Legion
(Donation for 30 Lamppost Poppies)
Mrs S Hudspeth
(Expenses – Paper and Ink Cartridges)
Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – April 2021)
Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary)
Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses)
Mr B Huxley
(Grass Cutting in the Golden Jubilee Park)
Cheshire Association of Local Councils
(Affiliation fees and Local Council Reviews)
The Royal British Legion
(Centenary Commemoration Donation)
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£
Cheque No
90.00 200049
339.58 200350
160.38
734.98
47.84
783.33

200351
200352
200353
200354

946.68 200355
100.00 200356

Zurich Municipal Insurance (Annual Premium)
Cheshire Association of Local Councils
(Planning Event on 20 April 2021
– 3 Members’ attendance)
Mr A Bailey (Chairman’s Allowance)

1,004.22 200357
75.00 200358

1,000.00 200359

14 May 2021 Public Works Loan Board - £943.14 (Direct Debit).
(f) Receipts
RESOLVED
That the following receipts be noted:



Cheshire West and Chester Council – CIL Payment - £5,001.13
Scottish Power - Wayleave - £4:76

(g) Cash to Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED:
That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted.
18.

SAUGHALL MATTERS
(a) Public Right of Way – Bluebell Wood
The Council noted the content of the letter dated 21 April 2021 that the
Clerk had sent to Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive at CWaC about the state
of the Public Rights of Way and noted that his response was awaited.
(Minute No. 298(a) refers.)
The Council also noted that the steps on the Public Right of Way in
Bluebell Wood had been repaired on Thursday, 15 April 2021 and the
footpath had been reopened on 19 April 2021.
Councillor M Johnson informed that one of the Public Right of Ways had a
very slippery path in wet weather with a broken stile at the bottom. It led
from the track that came from Seahill Road and connected with the
footpath into Wales.
RESOLVED: That
(1) Richard Ankers, the Footpath Officer be thanked for his prompt action
in getting the steps on the Public Right of Way repaired; and
(2) Richard Ankers, the Footpath Officer be informed of the work required
on the Public Right of Way as identified by Councillor M Johnson and
he be asked to obtain a quote for the repairs from CWaC’s contractor.
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(b) The Royal British Legion and the Poppy Appeal Centenary – 15 May 2021
Ruth Jones had written to the Clerk to ask if the Council would show
support for the Royal British Legion on its Centenary. The Council had
purchased a further thirty lamppost poppies to display in November.
RESOLVED:
That this Council will donate £100 to the Royal British Legion to show
support on its Centenary.
19.

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED
The following communications were noted:
(a) Community Resilience Plans
An email dated 19 April 2021 from Cheshire Shared Services about
drawing up Community Resilience Plans.
Contact would be made with the officer concerned to obtain advice for the
Environment and Community Resilience Working Group.
(b) Land opposite Meadowcroft, Saughall.
There was a problem with a tree on this land.
Councillor Simon Eardley agreed to contact the Tree Officer at CWaC
regarding it.
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