MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK
PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday, 6 December 2021 at the Vernon Institute,
Church Road, Saughall.

In attendance:

Councillor A Bailey
Councillor Mrs K Evans
Councillor MA Hallows
Councillor DF Holman
Councillor H Jennings
Councillor M Johnson
Councillor B Kerr (in the Chair)
Councillor Mrs L Rutter
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar
Councillor A Warrington
Councillor Mrs JM Young
Councillor PP Young
Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley

96.

CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING
RESOLVED:
That Councillor B Kerr be elected as the Chairman for this meeting.

97.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
All Members attended the meeting.

98.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public
be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of
business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as
amended) to that Act (Financial or Business Affairs of any particular person).
The Public Interest Test had been applied and favours exclusion.
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PART 2 – MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS
AND PUBLIC
99.

STANDING ORDER NO. 44 – SPECIAL MEETING
CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN’S MEETING(S) WITH A THIRD PARTY
In accordance with Standing Order No. 44 two Members had requisitioned a
Special meeting of the Council to consider an alleged breach of the Members’
Code of Conduct that meetings had been held between the Chairman, ViceChairman and a third party of which no Minutes had been made available or
report on the proceedings had been provided for Members and these
meetings had been held without the knowledge of other Members of the
Council.
Councillor B Kerr informed that the meeting would be conducted in
accordance with Standing Order No. 29.
Following advice from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils one of the
two Members put forward a Motion containing two recommendations which
involved writing to the third party to inform that the Chairman and ViceChairman of the Council had no authority to enter into any agreements on the
Council’s behalf and providing them both with appropriate training on their
respective roles. The other Member was able to speak in support of the
Motion during the meeting.
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman were each able to respond to the
allegations informing that there had been eight meetings to date held with
them and the third party, that the proceedings of each one had been reported
to the Council and that there had been no breach of the Members Code of
Conduct. They reported that they had not committed the Council to anything
at all and had made no promises either expressed or implied. They
considered that there was no evidence to support the allegations made
against them.
Members who wished to speak were given three minutes each to do so. One
Member spoke in support of the Motion whilst others spoke against it. The
mover of the Motion then had the right of reply and did. Members then voted
on the Motion which was lost on a majority decision.
RESOLVED:
That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman have not breached the Members’
Code of Conduct, so no action is required.
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