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MINUTES OF A REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM PLATFORMOF SAUGHALL AND 
SHOTWICK PARK PARISH COUNCIL held at 7pm on Monday, 12 April 2021 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by Paul 
Bolland of Rustic Cottage, Church Road, Saughall.  He raised concerns over 
Planning Application 21/00612/FUL – Woodside House, Church Road (Minute No. 
296(a)(ii) refers).  The two houses were close to each other.  Therefore, of particular 
concern was the proposed construction of a large balcony on the rear elevation 
which would overlook Mr and Mrs Bolland’s garden.  This would mean a loss of 
privacy and enjoyment in their garden. 
 
In attendance: Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor MA Hallows 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor HT Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley 
 PC Hannah Forrest 
 Dave Glavin, Internal Auditor 
 
HRH PRINCE PHILIP, THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH - 1921-2021 
 
Members sat in silence for one minute as a mark of respect for Prince Philip who had 
sadly passed away on Friday, 9 April 2021. 
 
289. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs L Rutter. 
 
290. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
291. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 March 2021 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
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292. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 12 April 2021 on 31 March 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
293. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:  
 

(a) Development at the land next to the Golden Jubilee Park 
 

 Councillor Eardley continued to liaise with Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Planning Enforcement Officers regarding the ‘dog walking’ 
facility which appeared to have been established at this location and about 
which concerns had been raised since November 2020, all of which had 
been logged accordingly. The tenants of the site had been informed that 
their proposed use (which was already underway) would most likely 
require planning permission for the building, any wider landscaping, and 
the proposed use itself. Discussions were ongoing around the future of this 
location, but it remained firmly on the radar of CWaC Officers to action as 
required in due course. It had been pointed out that the green belt location 
made any development here particularly challenging, except in special 
circumstances, which were unlikely to apply in this instance in Councillor 
Eardley’s view. He would continue to monitor the situation as required. 

 
(b) Willow Hey – Ongoing Drainage Concerns 
 
 Councillor Eardley continued to take an interest in the issues at this 

location (as indeed did Members of the Parish Council). The impact of 
Storm Christoph had affected the work of the Highways Team that had 
been looking into this on an ongoing basis. However, in recent days, 
Councillor Eardley had received a copy of the CWaC commissioned report 
from Atkins which contained detailed comment and possible 
recommendations to bring about a long-term alleviation of the problems at 
this site. This had been made available to the local MP and immediately 
concerned residents. In Councillor Eardley’s most recent correspondence 
with CWaC on the matter (December 2020 – to which they had now 
responded) he had also specifically referred to previously raised concerns 
of the Parish Council around the time of the original site planning process.  

 
 There were possible ways forward to improve the drainage and flood risk 

on this site, but they would ultimately require financial commitment to 
follow through on the potential schemes. Councillor Eardley intended to 
suggest to the MP and CWaC Officers that the group of interested parties, 
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be convened, possibly with the Chief Executive of the Council, to consider 
whether action could now be taken or at least put in motion. This would sit 
outside any possible independent resident action which might be pursued.  

 
(c) Placement of Dog Bins 
 
 Following the March 2021 Parish Council Meeting, Councillor Eardley had 

raised queries with the Head of Environmental Services at CWaC around 
the placement of ‘dog bins’. The queries and answers (blue text) were set 
out below. 

 

 Are there any specific protocols/procedures to follow (some concern 
was raised about how they might be emptied safely/by whom)? We do 
have risk assessments and method statements for emptying all bins 
including usage of PPE. 

 

 In terms of regular waste bins, presumably it is okay for people just to 
deposit dog waste in them (suitably bagged) in any case. Yes, we are 
moving away from individual dog bins and general bins, as dog waste 
can be put into a general bin. 

 
(d) Fiddlers Lane Flooding 
 
 Although Councillor Eardley had pressed CWaC again, he was not aware 

that the investigations needed at the location near the Uniformed Group’s 
Headquarters had been actioned. This was on the contractor list but there 
was currently no date for the work to take place and then for any 
necessary remedial action to follow. He was as frustrated about this as he 
knew Parish Councillors were. 

 
(e) Properties off Church Road 
 
 Councillor Eardley had been assisting residents of the new Sanctuary 

Housing properties off Church Road with several concerns. These related 
to inadequate lighting in the parking area of their properties (and some 
recent instances of anti-social behaviours, lack of numbered parking 
places, the entrance to the properties being blocked (often at peak times) 
by cars on Church Road and concerns around poor visibility for vehicles 
entering/leaving the area. This latter point mainly related to the new 
housing end of the short road that led to them. Discussions were ongoing 
with various parties, but the parking space numbering had been actioned 
and CWaC had agreed to place an ‘H-bar’ at the Church Road end to, 
hopefully, encourage more considerate parking. 

 
(f) Public Rights of Way Maintenance 
 
 Councillor Eardley noted this was on the agenda for the meeting in any 

case so did not comment extensively here. He was grateful to Councillor M 
Johnson for raising the original concerns about the condition of the 
footpath in the vicinity of Bluebell Wood in March 2021. This led to various 
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correspondence and temporary closure notices being placed by CWaC. 
Councillor Eardley had indicated a willingness to contribute from his 
Member Budget to anticipated repair costs, but this had not yet been 
confirmed as the Parish Council would be considering this matter too, at 
this meeting. 

 
(g) Miscellaneous Actions Following the Last Meeting on 1 March 2021 
 

 Following the communication from CWaC Officer, Mary Lavery, to the 
Clerk on 2 February 2021, Councillor Eardley had put her in touch with 
Mike Challinor of the Shotwick Park Estate Project to see if there were 
opportunities for collaboration on the wider ‘Trees for Climate’ initiative. 
In respect of the wider estate project, Councillor Eardley was not aware 
of further news regarding that in light of recent press comment 
regarding the business interests of the potential purchaser. 
Developments were awaited but it would be his hope that the plans 
could still be realised in some way. 

 122 Hermitage Road (Planning Enforcement). Councillor Eardley had 
been asked to enquire what the status of this longstanding case was 
which he had duly done and reported to the Clerk on 2 March 2021. In 
short, an enforcement notice had been issued on 8 January 2021, to 
come into effect on the 8 April 2021, requiring the demolition of the 
unauthorised dwelling (within a certain time frame). A right of appeal of 
this notice existed but Councillor Eardley was not aware of any further 
developments since receiving the above information.  

 
(h) Miscellaneous - Other 
 

 Pavement surfaces. Councillor Eardley had been pleased to see 
recently some good ‘slurry surface treatment’ work that had been 
undertaken in various areas of the village, including the Timberfields 
area. Disappointingly this did not extend to other know challenging 
areas such as ‘The Close’.  Councillor Eardley had logged this again 
with CWaC for action as this was just one example of a pavement in an 
extremely poor condition and being a potential trip hazard.  He was 
afraid that he could not confirm when these works might be 
forthcoming. 

 Planning Application at 166 Hermitage Road. Although Councillor 
Eardley did not believe the Parish Council itself lodged any formal 
objections to the proposals for this site (from memory), notice was 
recently received that the application had been refused. 

 Public Rights of Way signage actioned between Fiddlers Lane and 
Parkgate Road. As detailed in Councillor Eardley’s March report, 
additional ‘don’t drop litter’ signage had been erected on the Fiddlers 
Lane end of the Public Rights of Way infrastructure in early March 
following correspondence between residents, himself, and the Team at 
CWaC who deal with such matters. 

 Outstanding drain/gully jetting works at Kingswood Lane. The 3x drains 
requiring this work had now been actioned. 
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 An election would be held on Thursday, 6 May 2021 for the position of 
Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire, the third such election of 
its kind. Regardless of candidate preferences, Members were 
requested to engage with this election and ensure they voted. The 
Police and Crime Commissioner had a substantial budget and council 
tax precept raising powers which had been extensively used in recent 
years. Polling hours would be as usual (in person), 7am to 10pm, 
although there was some effort to encourage people to apply for a 
postal vote considering ongoing coronavirus pandemic concerns.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his comprehensive report. 
 
294. POLICE REPORT 
 
 PC Hannah Forrest informed that PCSO Wendy Leason would return to work 

the next day but in a part time capacity.  PCSO Tony Icke would cover 
Saughall, taking over from PCSO Leason.  He was excited to be on the new 
beat and hoped to attend the next Council Meeting. 

 
 PC Forrest reported on a driver engagement session in the village (mainly on 

Church Road, Rakeway and The Ridings) that would take place on 
Wednesday, 13 April 2021 to engage, explain and educate road users on the 
speed limit on these sections of road.  If the operation were successful during 
the morning, it would be continued into the afternoon. 

 
 It was noted that any operation relating to horse riding would need to be risk 

assessed with the help of Merseyside Police.  PC Forrest agreed to report 
back on this in due course. 

 
 PC Forrest had submitted a written report covering the period from 1 March to 

1 April 2021.  The report included brief details of three drive offs from the Red 
Ensign Garage, three road traffic collisions, various suspicious activity, 
shoplifting, fraud, and personal nuisance incidents.  

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the detailed reports be noted; and 
 
(2) the Council’s thanks for all she has done for Saughall and Shotwick Park 

be conveyed to PCSO Wendy Leason. 
 
295. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 The Council received the report of the Business Working Group which had 

met on Wednesday, 17 and Thursday 25 March 2021.  Issues discussed 
included the following: 
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(i) Internal Auditor Services 
 
 As a result of Dave Glavin, the current Internal Auditor, stepping down 

this year Councillor A Bailey had been requested to  
 

(a) enquire whether there was a local person who had the necessary 
skills and knowledge and was willing to take on this role; and 

 
(b) enquire with other Parish Councils as to their processes and 

procedures regarding internal audit. 
 
 Councillor Bailey reported as follows: 
 

 Enquiries made with contacts known to him in the village and 
beyond had been to no avail. 

 Enquiries made with other Parish Councils via the Cheshire 
Association of Local Councils had revealed that none of the 
respondents had the same system in place as Saughall.  Three 
used the services of one particular company and the fourth the 
services of an individual who had previously been the Clerk.   

 The three Parish Councils used the services of JDH Business 
Services, a Chartered Accountancy firm established in 1999 and 
authorised to provide audit services.  They currently conducted 
internal audits for over 80 Councils within the Cheshire and North 
West region.   

 The Parish Councils, Wistaston, Christleton and Prestbury all 
recommended their services and quoted the cost per year, which 
had been comparable with the subsequent quote received from 
JDH Business Services of £273 plus vat. 

 The fourth Council used a person called Phil Sanders, a former 
Clerk.  Unfortunately, he did not want to take on another parish 
council audit. 

 The big difference had been that all the Councils that had been 
spoken to had one internal audit per year and no one attended 
Council meetings at any time.  The possible question of 
independence of the current situation was raised by JDH Business 
Services and on this point the Group decided to adjourn this item 
until further information and advice could be obtained from the 
Clerk.  

 The Clerk’s view was that the internal auditors that the Parish 
Council had appointed, so far, had been independent and 
competent people appointed by the Council to carry out a system of 
internal control.  They had never been involved in any business of 
the Council and were not Members of it when fulfilling this role.  
They had attended meetings when they were able to do so and had 
only spoken when they presented their annual audit reports to the 
Council. They had never had a vote and left meetings before Part 2 
items were discussed. 
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 The Group considered that an appointment must be made so that 
this year’s audit (2020/21) could be undertaken.  It was satisfied 
that JDH Business Services offered good value for money. 

 
 It was RECOMMENDED:  That 
 

(1) the Council contract JDH Business Services to conduct the 
internal audit for 2020/21 at a cost of £273 plus vat having been 
satisfied that this is good value and on the recommendation of 
three other Councils. (In accordance with Standing Orders, as 
the value of the contract is under £1000 there is no 
requirement to go out to tender if the Council is satisfied that it 
will receive best value.) 

 
(2) the Council’s appreciation for the hard work and commitment 

shown by Dave Glavin over the past six years be put on 
record; 

 
(3) the Chairman be requested to personally telephone Mr Glavin 

to personally thank him for all he has done as the Council’s 
Internal Auditor and he be provided with a small gift in 
gratitude. 

 
(ii) Gigaloch Connections – Providers of Ultra-Fast Internet Services 
 
 Gigaloch Connections was building a superfast fibre broadband 

network in Scotland and in Cheshire that was bringing 1GBps speeds 
to the rural areas left behind by the big providers. 

 
 This company had contacted the Clerk to seek permission to use land 

adjacent to Fiddlers Lane on the Golden Jubilee Park to lay a data 
cable.  The company had provided information and a copy of the 
wayleave agreement.  Councillor DF Holman, as the Council’s ‘Digital 
Champion’ had provided the Group with an insight into this company 
and its proposal and suggested that he currently could not think of any 
reason why we would refuse such an application but would enquire 
further with the company and make a report to the Council. 

 
 In presenting his report Councillor Holman RECOMMENDED:  That 
 

(1) the Clerk inform Gigaloch Connections that the Council had no 
objection, in principle, to its request but it wants to know the 
exact line for the ducting it lays; and 

 
(2) Councillor DF Holman be requested to continue to monitor the 

situation.  
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(iii) The Role of the Chairman of Saughall and Shotwick Park Parish 
Council 

 
 Recently there has been some confusion over the role of the Chairman 

and it was considered by Councillor Bailey that some clarification may 
be needed.   

 
 Legally the Chairman of the Parish Council had no other role than to 

make sure that Council meetings were conducted according to the rule 
of law and he/she had a casting vote during debates. 

 
 However custom and good practice had expanded this role over many 

years and the following bodies had issued a Governance Toolkit for 
Local Councils: 

 

 NALC (National Association of Local Councils) 

 The Society of Local Council Clerks,  

 The Local Government Association and  

 The Standards Board of England  
 
 The Council considered a document which was an exact lift from this 

toolkit and fully explained the role of the Chairman as it had evolved. 
 
 It was RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That NALC’s Guidance on the role of the Chairman be adopted as 

the Council’s policy and a copy be published on its website. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received, and the recommendations detailed above be 

approved.  
 
(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 The Golden Jubilee Park Working Group met on Friday, 19 March 2021 

and its report had been circulated.  A skip had been hired and filled with 
the help of volunteers and had now been collected. 

 
 During the walk around comments had been made about the roadside 

hedge which had not been cut last year.  The ground had been very wet 
underfoot.  One of the new Oak Trees was struggling.  A tree had fallen 
behind the pond and needed to be moved before it ended up in the water.  
Litter was quite evident and there were loose dogs on the field.  The car 
park was full by 5pm and needed attention as the large potholes were 
causing problems. 

 
 CCTV notices were required for the back of the Uniformed Group’s 

Headquarters to deter children from climbing on the roof.  More dogs must 
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be on leads notices were also required and the signs had been promised.  
Councillor A Bailey agreed to chase this matter up with Nicky Rose. 

 
 Dog bins were needed but it was unclear who would empty them.  The 

Litter Picker would be approached to see if he would be willing to do it.  A 
compound was needed to store litter between collections. 

 
 A meeting with a contractor was arranged for the following day to consider 

the drainage issues in the Park. 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the Communications and Marketing 

Working Group had not met and had nothing to report. 
 
(d) Highways 
 
 (i) Vehicle Activation Signs 
 

 Further to Minute No. 282(d) of the last Council Meeting on Monday, 1 
March 2021, the Clerk had sent a letter of complaint, drafted by 
Councillor B Kerr, on 3 March 2021 to Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive 
of Cheshire West and Chester Council in the hope that he would 
investigate how a device which was not compatible with much of the 
street lighting within the Borough could have been chosen as his 
Council's approved device.  Mr Lewis had replied on 16 March 2021 
assuring the Parish Council that it was not his Council’s insistence on a 
particular Vehicle Activation Sign that had necessitated an upgrade of 
the street lighting columns to ones that were designed to accommodate 
the resultant wind loading and that it was purely the size of the signs. 

 
 Councillor Kerr proposed that this be challenged.  The Parish Council’s 

preference was for solar powered Vehicle Activation Signs, but it was 
not given a choice and had to accept what the Principal Authority 
ordered.  He made the point that there were solar powered models 
available on the market that did not need attaching to lighting columns. 

 
(ii) Pavements – Hermitage Road, Between Fox Lea and the Main 

Junction with Church Road/Seahill Road 
 
 Serious concerns were raised at the state of the pavements in this 

location.  They had never been resurfaced and there could be an 
accident caused as a result.  There was a hole on the path outside the 
old Post Office. 

 
 



Page 266 

 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) Councillor B Kerr be requested to provide the Clerk with a form of 

words so that she can send another letter to Andrew Lewis, Chief 
Executive at Cheshire West and Chester Council to challenge 
paragraph 3 of his letter of 16 March 2021; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to email Kay Parry, Principal Engineer – 

Environment and Communities bringing the state of the pavements 
on that stretch of Hermitage Road detailed above to her attention 
and requesting that she review and remedy the situation as soon as 
possible. 

 
296. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning application(s) were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 21/00807/CAT 

Proposal: Lime (T1) located at the front left border of property – Carry 
out an approx. 8m height reduction as the first part of a 
staged repollard to lower failure risk following discovery of 
kretzschmaria deusts base. 

Location: The Vicarage, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
 Noted. 
 
(ii) 21/00612/FUL 

Proposal: Proposed rear single storey kitchen extension, sliding glazed 
doors and rooflights/lantern to rear of property with new 
entrance lobby and two bay windows to front elevation. 

Location: Woodside House, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘The Parish Council objects as it is concerned that the proposed 

balcony impacts on the privacy of the neighbours as it will overlook 
their garden.’ 

 
(iii) 21/00125/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey extension. 
Location: 72 Church Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘No objections.’ 
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(iv) 21/00971/FUL 
Proposal: Rear dormer and loft conversion. 
Location: 216 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘No objections.’ 
(v) 21/00921/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory, single storey rear 
extension and dormer and loft conversion. 

Location: 48 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘No objections.’ 
 
(vi) 21/01103/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear extensions one with balcony above. 
Location: 2 Hermitage Court, Saughall. 

 ‘No objections.’ 
 
(vii)21/01099/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory and garage, erection of 
single storey rear extension, alterations to windows and 
doors, associated landscaping. 

Location: 48 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘No objections.’ 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decision(s), made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 20/01300/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of new agricultural building for implements and 

grain/hay. 
Location: 166 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Refusal.” 
 
(c) Peartree Grange Development 
 
 The planning authority was currently considering issues concerning the 

route of the wastewater.  Councillor A Bailey informed that he hoped to 
report further on this at a future meeting. There was a huge hole by the 
entrance to the site which would be filled in by an attenuation tank. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(d) Planning Inspectorate – Appeal Decision 
 
 Appeal Reference:  APP/A0665/W/20/3263969 
 Levens Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall 
 
 RESOLVED:   
 
 That it be noted that the appeal was dismissed. 
 
(e) Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Training Event - Dealing with 

Individual Planning Applications held on Monday, 12 April at 2pm. 
 
 Councillors A Bailey, M Hallows and H Jennings had attended this event 

and Councillor Hallows provided a report on its proceedings. An 
experience planning officer had taken the attendees through the planning 
system and a White Paper that aimed to reduce bureaucracy but would 
also reduce the power of Councillors.  The importance of having a full 
Local Plan had been highlighted. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor M Hallows be thanked for his informative report. 

 
297. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 1 March 2021 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2020/2021 £ Cheque No 
 Smith of Derby Ltd 2,010.00 200342 
 (Strip down clock and polish all pivots and brushes) 
 University of Chester (Website Hosting) 144.00 200343 
 
 Financial Year 2021/2022 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs JM Young 162.00 200344 
 (Expenses – Hire of Skip) 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in March 2021) 139.52 200345 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – April 2021) 734.90 200346 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 50.63 200347 
 Saughall Baby & Toddler Group 60.00 200348 
 (Chairman’s Award – Replacement for cheque 
 No.200265 which was lost.) 
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(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that the following receipts have been received: 
 

 £50 – contribution towards the cost of the skip from Saughall Cricket 
Club. 

 

 £1000 – grant from the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire’s 
Community Police Fund to help fund the Vehicle Activated Signs 
Project. 

 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(d) The Living Wage 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that the Living Wage had increased from £8.72 to £8.91 

from 1 April 2021 (The Litter Picking rate). 
 
298. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Saughall Public Rights of Way – Maintenance 
 
 Members considered a draft Public Footpath Dedication Agreement 

prepared by Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers in 2017.  
Councillor A Bailey reported that the Parish Council had taken no action 
on it as it had been forgotten about due to the rededication of the footpaths 
as Public Rights of Way instead of Permissive Footpaths.  The Parish 
Council had been agreeable to paying towards footpath repairs and 
maintenance. The aim had been that the Parish Council would provide half 
the funding for any repairs on the footpath network within the parish, but it 
had not been signed off by the Principal Authority. 

 
 The footpath in Bluebell Wood had been closed as the steps were in a 

dangerous condition.  A quote for the work required urgently had been 
obtained by Richard Ankers, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Public 
Rights of Way Officer in the sum of £1,100.  Councillor Simon Eardley had 
offered to contribute towards the cost from his Member’s budget.  The 
Principal Authority would also contribute.  If the Parish Council contributed 
as well, a three-way split would amount to £366.66 each.  

 
 Concerns were raised because Cheshire West and Chester Council had 

failed to maintain its Public Rights of Way and it was its duty to keep them 
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open.  It was proposed that a letter be sent to Mike Lewis the Chief 
Executive, stressing the importance of Public Rights of Way in the parish 
and asking him to ensure appropriate funding was in place to keep them in 
good order.  They were a well-used resource, used by people from outside 
the parish on a regular basis. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Parish Council will contribute £366.66 towards the cost of the 
repairs to the steps on the footpath in Bluebell Wood; and 

 
(2) a letter be sent to Mike Lewis, Chief Executive of Cheshire West and 

Chester Council requesting that he make adequate financial provision 
to maintain the Public Rights of Way in the parish. 

 
(b) Easter 2021 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Easter Egg Hunt had gone 

well, and prizes would be awarded. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) A Village Party in the Park after the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
 The Music in the Park Group had written to the Clerk to inform her that at 

first the members of the Group had been keen to arrange a “post 
lockdown” event probably in the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 However, on reflection they considered that after lockdown eased, apart 

from families wanting to get together, there would be a huge amount of 
other (professional) organisations catching up on last year's cancelled 
events - Storyhouse, for one, was already promoting these and that there 
would be a glut of events which would overlap and overshadow each 
other. 

 
 The Group felt that as next year was the 70th Anniversary for the Queen 

assession to the throne, members of the Group would like to do something 
to celebrate that and maybe reflect on this past 12 months but leave 
anything this year to other Groups who may have events in mind. 

 
 The Group suggested that the Council could mark 2020 in some way by 

perhaps providing a Flagpole for Saughall or some sort of commemorative 
item for the children or people in general e.g., Saughall tea-towels (done in 
the past by the Woman’s Institute and the School.) 

 
 The Council considered it too early to arrange a party as the coronavirus 

pandemic was still ongoing but hopefully, a party could be arranged in 
2022 in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
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 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1)  the Music in the Park’s views be noted; and 
 
(2) a Group be formed with the Music in the Park Group to help arrange a 

2022 Music in the Park Event and this be included on the agenda for 
the Annual Meeting of the Council. 

 
299. DRAFT SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2021/22 
 
 The Council considered the contents of a letter dated 25 March 2021 to 

Council Leaders of Principal Authorities in England from Luke Hall MP, 
Minister of State for Regional Growth and Local Government regarding 
remote meetings. He informed that the Government would not be bring 
forward emergency legislation so that remote meetings could continue.  
Consequently, the Parish Council’s ability to hold remote meetings would 
expire on 6 May 2021 and it must now prepare for the return to face to face 
meetings at the Vernon Institute. 

 
 Members were made aware that Lawyers in Local Government, the 

Association of Democratic Services Officers and Hertfordshire County Council 
had asked the High Court to make a declaration on whether they could 
continue to hold meetings remotely past 6 May 2021. It was expected that the 
hearing would take place and the decision would be known before the end of 
April 2021. 

 
 The Council was advised to hold its Annual Council Meeting which had been 

scheduled for Monday, 10 May 2021 before the cut of date on the Zoom 
Platform to ensure it did not run into difficulties. 

 
 The Clerk had provided a draft Schedule of Meetings for the 2021/22 

Municipal Year.  Members also had received a copy of the National 
Association of Local Council’s Guidance for information.  

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Annual Meeting of the Council be held at 7pm on either Tuesday, 4 or 
Wednesday, 5 May 2021 on the Zoom Platform (The Clerk to inform 
Members as soon as possible). 

 
(2) consideration of the draft Schedule of Meetings be deferred until the 

Annual Council Meeting when the Courts decision on Remote Meetings 
will be known and decisions on how many meetings to hold and numbers 
of Members attending can be made, if it is considered necessary. 

 
300. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 No communications had been received. 
 
 

https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/council-lawyers-seek-court-declaration-on-virtual-meetings/5108006.article


Page 272 

301. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public 

be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as 
amended) to that Act (Financial or Business Affairs of any particular person). 
The Public Interest Test had been applied and favours exclusion. 

 
 PART 2 – MATTERS CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESS 

AND PUBLIC 
 
302. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK – GROUND’S MAINTENANCE TENDER 

PROCESS 
 
 The Council considered a proposed variation to the Golden Jubilee Park’s 

Ground Maintenance Contract awarded by the Council on 4 March 2021. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
. That no variation be made to the Golden Jubilee Park’s Ground Maintenance 

Contract awarded on 4 March 2021 at this time. 
 


