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MINUTES OF A REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK 
PARK PARISH COUNCIL held at 7pm on Monday, 1 February 2021 
 
In attendance: Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor HT Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs L Rutter 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley 
 Dave Glavin, Internal Auditor 
 
262. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from PCSO Wendy Leason. 
 
263. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
264. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 4 and 11 January 

2021 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
265. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 1 February 2021 on 22 January 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
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266. URGENT BUSINESS 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that the Council would consider an urgent item of 

business under agenda item No. 10 – Saughall Matters.  This item was to 
consider flooding issues in Saughall and Shotwick Park.  (Minute No. 272(b) 
refers.) 

 
267. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:  
 

(a) Honorary Alderman Brian Crowe 
 
 Colleagues on the Parish Council had been shocked and saddened like 

Councillor Eardley to hear of the untimely passing of former Cheshire 
West and Chester Borough Councillor, Brian Crowe, in early January. 
Brian had given considerable service to the local community in his 
capacity as the local elected representative on the current authority and its 
predecessor. He had been a former Lord Mayor of Chester and his service 
had been recognised on his retirement in 2019 when the title of Honorary 
Alderman of the Borough had been conferred on him. Councillor Eardley 
had been fortunate to be able to compose some words that were printed in 
the local press in tribute to Brian and begged the Parish Council’s 
indulgence in repeating them at this meeting: 

 
 "Since taking over from Brian as a Cheshire West and Chester 

Councillor for the Saughall and Mollington Ward in 2019, I have been 
ever conscious of the big shoes I've been trying to fill! Brian was a 
dedicated public servant with a passion for the villages under his care, 
not least his love for and practical commitment to Mollington where he 
lived. As the past holder of high civic office, his service extended to the 
City of Chester and the Borough as a whole together with his 
involvement across different organisations. To me personally, he was 
unfailingly generous with his time, his knowledge, and his support as 
both a mentor and dear friend. Like so many, I will miss him hugely." 

 
 It was reported that Brian’s funeral would be held on 4 February 2021 at 

Backford Church and it was expected that there would be a Memorial 
Service held for him later in the year.   

 
 The Parish Council thanked Councillor Eardley for the kind words he had 

said about Brian Crowe and asked the Clerk to send Mrs Crowe Members’ 
condolences.  Members also considered what it could do in memory of 
Brian and agreed to donate to charity. 

 
(b) Highways/flooding matters 
 
 The extremely poor weather had presented many challenges in recent 

weeks. Whilst accepting that the situation in Saughall and neighbouring 
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villages had been difficult, with some localised flooding, this sat in the 
context of very severe conditions in areas like Northwich and Farndon. 
The Principal Authority had to prioritise areas for action at a given time on 
a clear scale, particularly where there was concern of a risk to life. That did 
not diminish the very real challenges faced in the village in several 
locations. A few specific points which Councillor Eardley had been 
involved with were: 

 

 Kingswood Lane (Entrance off Fiddlers Lane) – Blocked Gullies.  
 

 Councillor Eardley had been assisting residents with the prioritisation of 
gully clearance here and had been assured the works would be 
completed by the contractor. He was frustrated over how long this had 
taken both here and in other locations and had pressed the matter as 
hard as possible with Highways Officers. Councillor Eardley advised 
that colleagues should continue to use the Cheshire West and Chester 
Council website or App to report and log specific items. 

 Hermitage Road (In the area of approximately No. 100 and associated 
properties.  
 

 This had been a problem location for some time, and Councillor 
Eardley continued to assist residents here in escalating this for 
resolution with the Highways Authority and the Flooding Team (which 
was an extremely limited resource). Volume of water coming off 
neighbouring fields overwhelmed infrastructure here and, in the case of 
one property, turned the garden into what resembled a river. This was 
unacceptable but action had been promised but the timescale was 
unclear. 

 

 Willow Hey 
 

 The usual concerns at Willow Hey had been in evidence and Highways 
Officers had been in touch with the residents affected. 

 

 Lodge Lane 
 
 The situation here a couple of weeks ago had been severe and 

Councillor Eardley had been pleased to directly assist residents 
affected, one of whom certainly had to be placed into safe 
accommodation for several nights. 

 
 Councillor Eardley reported that there were routine matters of gully and 

drain maintenance that exacerbate the problems faced in several areas 
which were the direct responsibility of the Principal Authority and its 
contractors. He frequently logged these with Officers and sought action – 
residents rightly expected these works to be carried out in a proper and 
timely fashion which was not always the case. In addition, there were 
several areas (such as along Fiddlers Lane) where private landowners had 
allowed existing ditch networks to become filled in/overgrown etc. This did 
not help the situation and Councillor Eardley urged them to consider their 
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responsibilities in this regard to help the overall challenges that were faced 
which were likely to increase rather than improve in coming years. 

 
(c) Waste Consultation 
 
 Councillor Eardley drew Members’ attention to the above. He reported that 

this consultation may ultimately result in substantial change to existing 
arrangements, not least around frequency of waste collections, 
infrastructure (bins/boxes etc.) relating to household waste and recycling, 
possible charges for green waste collection and the possible closure or 
introduction of charges for use of Household Waste and Recycling 
Centres. Councillor Eardley urged everyone to complete the survey and 
publicise it as widely as possible. Details were here: 
https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/waste-strategy-
consultation 

 
(d) Shotwick Park Estate Project 
 
 Councillor Eardley had been given to understand that there would be 

movement on the above in early February when matters were considered 
by the Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Cabinet which next met on 10 
February 2021. All being well this would be positive! 

 
(e) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Budget and Council Tax 
 
 The Council would meet for its budget setting on 25 February 2021. Early 

indications were that Council Tax would be proposed to be set by the 
ruling Labour Group Administration at an increased level of 4.99%. 
Councillor Eardley imagined that the Political Group of which he was a 
member would seek to oppose this position and possibly propose 
alternatives. This came on the back of an announced substantial increase 
by Cheshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner too. 

 
(f)  Litter 
 
 Members raised concerns about the amount of litter in the village and 

considered that the problem lay with the refuse collection.  Specific 
locations were Crofters Way to the Doctor’s Surgery on Church Lane and 
Little Saughall.  Councillor Eardley agreed to take this up with the relevant 
Department at Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

 
 It was known that a Saughall family regularly litter picked in the woods on 

a Sunday.  Councillor Eardley offered to find out from the electoral roll the 
family’s name and where they lived so that they could be thanked for what 
they did. 

 
RESOLVED:  That 

 
(1) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his informative report;  
 

https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/waste-strategy-consultation
https://participatenow.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/waste-strategy-consultation
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(2) the tribute to Brian Crowe be included in the Minutes of this meeting; 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to send Mrs Rosie Crowe a letter of Condolence 

and include a cheque for £100 made out to The Hospice of the Good 
Shepherd, in memory of Brian. 

 
268. POLICE REPORT 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason had submitted a written report covering 4 December 

2020 to 17 January 2021.  The report informed of three drive offs from the 
Red Ensign Garage between 4 and 27 December 2020, various suspicious 
activity, an incident of anti-social behaviour, a theft of a motor vehicle and an 
incident involving violence.  

 
 Members noted that there were no crimes to report during the period 17 

January to 1 February 2021.  They also noted that PC Hannah Forrest’s 
secondment had now ended, and she was back on the Beat Area.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Police Report be noted.  
 
269. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 The Business Working Group had meet at 7pm on Thursday, 7 January 

2021 on the Zoom platform and the notes of the meeting had been 
circulated with the agenda. 

 
 The Working Group had two recommendations to make: 
 

 That Standing Order No. 40 be amended so two rather than three 
signatures were required on cheques.  This would make it easier to pay 
invoices etc. during the coronavirus pandemic and it was in the 
knowledge that the accounts were regularly scrutinised by the Council 
and the Internal Auditor. 

 

 That a monthly payment of £6 towards the Clerk’s Broadband and 
Telephone costs be ratified and replace the £6 a month previously paid 
to her in respect of telephone calls and emails. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the two recommendations set out above be agreed. 
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(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Golden Jubilee Park Working 

Group had sought advice from a Hydrologist and would need to meet to 
discuss this.  At the same time, it would consider where to locate any 
additional dog bins. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the Parish Newsletter was in progress 

and would be submitted to the Chester Handbooks by 13 February 2021 
and would be included in the March 2021 edition of the Mollington and 
Saughall Handbook.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Highways 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that the meeting scheduled for the Highways 

Working Group on 20 January 2021 had been postponed because of 
flooding issues. However, there had been a development.  Kay Parry, 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Environment 
and Communities had written to inform him that she had followed up the 
request with the Street Lighting Team regarding arranging the order of the 
initial three Vehicle Activated Signs (VASs).  She had been advised that a 
concern, had been raised by the manufacturer, regarding the suitability of 
the existing lamp columns, to have the equipment mounted on them.  This 
was being followed up by a site inspection, as soon as possible, and the 
Council would then be informed of the outcome.  Once that was resolved, 
Mrs Parry would move forward with confirming the location of the fourth 
VAS as that one would not be going on a lamp column as there was not 
any in that location. 

 
 The Council noted that if the lighting columns could not be used then the 

Principal Authority would need to erect appropriate columns that could be 
used and support the weight of the signs.  The Working Group’s preferred 
option in the first place had been solar powered lights! 

 
 RESOLVED:   
 
 That the report be received. 
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270. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning application(s) were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 20/00079/FUL 

Proposal: Dormer to the front elevation 
Location: 27 Timberfields Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘No objections.’ 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decision(s), made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 20/02350/FUL 
Proposal: One dwelling to side of 20 Meadows Lane. 
Location: 20 Meadows Lane, Saughall. 
 

 “Refusal.” 
 

(ii) 20/03739/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey front extension 
Location: 6 Eastfields Grove, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
 
(c) Planning Appeal(s) Under Section 78 
 
 It was noted that the following planning appeal had been submitted: 
 

(i) 20/00656/FUL 
Proposal: Levens Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
Location: Erection of two dwellings and garages. 
Start Date 11 January 2021. 
 

(d) Peartree Grange Development 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that complaints had been made about water 

being pumped off the land and into a sewer.  This practise had now 
ceased.  Richard Nicholas was not satisfied with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council’s decision making in respect of this matter.  Mr Nicholas 
was making enquiries with his contacts about pumping water into a 
combined sewer instead of using the water course. 
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 Councillor Bailey informed that he was not happy about drainage issues in 
Saughall and Shotwick Park and would be putting a proposition to the 
Council later in the meeting.  (Minute No. 272(b) refers.) 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that on 20 January 2021 Little Saughall 

had suffered from water running off the site because the drains had been 
blocked. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(e) The Role of Parish Councillors – Planning Applications 
 
 Further to Minute No. 256(c) Councillor Alan Bailey reported that he had 

now made enquires of Robert Charnley, Head of Planning at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council and Jackie Weaver, Chief Officer of the 
Cheshire Association of Local Councils regarding this matter.  Both were 
of the same opinion that Parish Councillors should not visit the premises of 
applicants of planning applications, they could view from public land or 
obtain further details, if required, from the Planning Authority. 

 
 Members agreed that they had no statutory right to visit other people’s 

premises.  They could obtain information from residents/village intelligence 
and from the Planning Authority, therefore, there was no need to draw up 
a Planning Protocol. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) it be noted that Parish Councillors have no statutory right to visit the 
premises of those people who have submitted a planning application to 
the Planning Authority; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to remove the Parish Council’s out dated 

Planning Protocol from the website. 
 
271. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 January 2021 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2020/2021 £ Cheque No 
 The Information Commissioner 40.00 200331 
 (Registration of Clerk as Data Controller) 
 Lift Me Hire 250.00 200332 
 (Repairs to Christmas Lights) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – February 2021) 734.38 200333 
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 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 42.84 200334 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in January 2021) 139.52 200335 
 The Hospice of the Good Shepherd 100.00 200336 
 (In Memory of Brian Crowe) 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that the following receipts had been received: 
 

 £5 – rent arrears from Saughall Cricket Club. 

 £48 – rent arrears from Saughall Uniformed Groups. 

 £8,250.32 – VAT from HMRC. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(d) The Resignation of the Internal Auditor 
 
 Members had received a copy of an email of resignation dated 17 January 

2021 from Dave Glavin, the Internal Auditor. Mr Glavin informed that he 
would be giving up this role after the 2020/21 Audit had taken place, his 
sixth.  He also informed that he had enjoyed the opportunity to be part of 
the Parish Council during this time and being privy to the wonderful work 
that it did and wished it well for the future. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey, on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked Mr Glavin for 

his hard work and the impact that he had made on the Council’s finances. 
 
 Councillor Bailey asked Members to let him know if they knew of anyone 

who would be suitable to take up the role of Internal Auditor. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Dave Glavin be thanked for the work he has undertaken as Internal 
Auditor and his resignation be accepted at a date to be agreed once 
the 2020/21 audit has been completed; and  

 
(2) Councillor Bailey be requested to liaise with other parish councils about 

their Internal Auditor arrangements. 
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272. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Easter 2021 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that arrangements were being made to 

hold a virtual competition to name the Easter Bunny. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
(b) Flooding Issues in Saughall and Shotwick Park 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported on Storm Christoph.  He informed that 

between the 18 and 20 January 2021 North Wales and the North West of 
England had been hit by an exception storm.  There had been up to 
100mm (4inches) of rain through the region and this had been the wettest 
three-day period on Met Office records. 

 
 Several homes had been flooded, much of Northwich had been 

underwater, people had to be evacuated by boat, hindered by falling snow 
and the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions and all frontline services had been 
under immense pressure. 

 
 In the Parish there had been problems with roads, gardens and some 

houses affected by flood water and Councillor Bailey put on record the 
Parish Council’s appreciation of the many residents who had rallied 
around, attempting to unblock grids and drains, assisting householders, 
and sandbagging some properties, a sterling effort by all. Cheshire West 
and Chester Council had attended after many online reports but had been 
severely stretched and it had been the residents who had been the 
saviours in many cases. 

 
 Councillor Bailey reported that the reason for this agenda item was not to 

complain about perceived shortcomings from the Principal Authority, but to 
identify where the problems had been, look at possible causes and 
suggest improvements to landowners and Cheshire West and Chester 
Council, obtaining advice from experts where possible. 

 
 Richard Nicholas, Director, of Betts Hydro, Sealand, Flintshire (member of 

Highways Working Group) specialised in Flood risk management and was 
consulted by various local authorities and developers.  Mr Nicholas lived 
on Hermitage Road and had recently agreed to voluntarily assist the 
Golden Jubilee Park Working Group with the flood issues on the Park. 

 
 Councillor Bailey suggested that the Parish Council employ Mr Nicholas’ 

services to undertake a Flood Risk Audit of the entire Parish, this was 
something that he had suggested himself, that he did voluntarily, but 
Councillor Bailey considered that this was of such importance that the 
Council should consider engaging Mr Nicholas’ company officially. He did 
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not know the cost of these services but suggested the Parish Council to 
request the Clerk to make an official approach in this regard. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that Mr Nicholas was extremely professional 

and the contributions he made to the Work of the Highways Working 
Group was valued.  Mr Nicholas was offering to help the Parish Council 
with its drainage issues on a voluntary basis and concentrating on the 
known problem areas was the appropriate way forward. In accepting Mr 
Nicholas’ kind offer, Councillor Kerr proposed that the Council inform him 
that if he incurred any expenses, he must make a note of them and the 
Council would reimburse Mr Nicholas by making him an ex-gratia 
payment. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Richard Nicholas’ kind offer to assist the Parish Council with flooding 

issues in the village be taken up on the understanding that he will be 
reimbursed if he incurs any expenditure whilst doing so. 

 
273. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 Members had received a copy of two letters about flooding in Willow Hey and 

Rakeway: 
 

 Dated 19 January 2021 from Chris Matheson MP informing that he had 
received a response from Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council and attaching a copy. 

 Dated 18 January 2021 from Andrew Lewis, Chief Executive of Cheshire 
West and Chester Council to Chris Matheson MP informing that the 
Principal Authority would be writing to the residents affected by ditch works 
to provide an update and that it would be writing to Morris Homes to be 
clear about responsibilities. 

 
 It was noted that none of the residents concerned had been adversely 

affected by Storm Christoph. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the latest position with the flooding issues in Willow Hey and Rakeway 

be noted. 


