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MINUTES OF A REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK 
PARK PARISH COUNCIL held at 7pm on Monday, 4 January 2021 
 
In attendance: Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor MA Hallows 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor HT Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs L Rutter 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley 
 Dave Glavin, Internal Auditor 
 
246. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from PCSO Wendy Leason who was on 

a rest day. 
 
247. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
248. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 December 2020 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
249. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 4 January 2021 on 23 December 2020. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
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250. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION – 
COUNCIL ASKS FOR RESIDENTS’ VIEWS ON WILDFLOWERS, GREEN 
SPACES AND PLAY 

 
 Further to Minute No. 237(f) the Council had regard to the details of a 

consultation that ran until 25 January 2021 along with a local note from 
Councillor A Bailey dated 7 December 2020. 

 
 Members noted that the Principal Authority was making a new plan for local 

outdoor spaces which would be called the ‘Environmental Management 
Strategy’. The new plan would be for: 

 

 Parks and other Green Spaces; 

 Outdoor Play Areas; and 

 Wildlife Areas. 
 
 Before the plan was written Cheshire West and Chester Council sought views 

on its ideas for parks and open spaces over the next ten years. It wanted to: 
 

 Focus on parks and green spaces that belong to the Council, but also 
think about other parks and green spaces; 

 Provide high quality parks and green spaces;  

 Make sure there are parks and green spaces where they are needed and 
that they are accessible to everyone; 

 Work together with local communities to plan, manage, and look after its 
parks and green spaces; 

 Look at what should be improved; and  

 Look at ways we could make some money from its parks. 
 

 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to put the following two areas of the village forward 
for the planting of wildflowers and emphasise that native species are better 
for bees: 

 

 The closed Graveyard behind 22 Hermitage Road - Willow Cottage; 
and 

 At the top of Long Lane on the left side as you leave the village – 
where all the nettles are currently. 

 
(2) Members be requested to encourage residents to look at the consultation 

documents and fill in the online questionnaire. 



Page 222 

251. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:  
 

(a) Field adjacent to the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 As noted in Councillor Eardley’s report of 2 November 2020, a planning 

enforcement case had been opened for this site following a visit he made 
there with Councillor Mrs JM Young in late October 2020. Some Members 
were aware of ‘developments’ (quite literally!) over the festive period and 
he was grateful to Councillor A Warrington for the specific alert. Councillor 
Eardley had visited the site on 2 January 2021 and had sent images to 
Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers. He had noted in November 
that a drainage channel had been dug from what was now the area of a 
structure into one of the ditches that ran around the Golden Jubilee Park 
and this was of particular concern, not least because drainage was already 
challenging in this area. Councillor Eardley had asked the enforcement 
team to see if an intervention could be made as soon as possible here. 

 
(b) Oak Trees in the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Whilst looking at the development at the Park noted above, Councillor 

Eardley was pleased to have seen for himself the oak trees that had been 
planted in that corner of the Golden Jubilee Park. He considered it to be 
an excellent project well delivered by the Parish Council and its partners. 

 
(c) Wilbur Cottage 
 
 With reference to recent email correspondence regarding a planning 

application at this location, Councillor Eardley had raised a query with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Planning Department around the 
detail of it on 16 December 2020. 

 
(d) Vehicle Speed Interactive Signage Funding 
 
 Councillor Eardley had been pleased to confirm with Councillor B Kerr on 

15 December 2020 that he could contribute £1,500 (He had originally 
anticipated £1000 only) towards the cost of the proposed vehicle speed 
indicator signage from his Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Member 
Budget, 2020/21. 

 
(e) Pear Tree Farm Development 
 
 Occasional queries from residents continued to come Councillor Eardley’s 

way in relation to the works at this site. Most recently they had related to 
the hours of operation (concern around) and information regarding 
temporary traffic lights and notifications about their use. Whilst Councillor 
Eardley could not say the answers given were entirely satisfactory for the 



Page 223 

residents concerned, they had been actioned and appropriate advice 
given. 

 
(f) Golden Jubilee Park – Dog Walking 
 
 Councillor Eardley was pleased to help facilitate a site visit between 

Members of the Parish Council and Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Regulatory Services just before Christmas although unfortunately he was 
unable to be present in person. Councillor A Bailey would detail the 
outcome of this meeting which Councillor Eardley understood had been 
productive. (Minute No.253 refers.)  Councillor Eardley continued to be 
interested in this subject and would be pleased to assist where appropriate 
on an ongoing basis. 

 
(g) Willow Hey Drainage Matters 
 
 As referred to in Councillor Eardley’s December 2020 report, the Chief 

Executive of Cheshire West and Chester Council had formally 
acknowledged receipt of his correspondence with him on behalf of one of 
the residents most directly affected by the challenges at this site. There 
had been a slight delay in terms of a full response to the points Councillor 
Eardley had raised owing to staff illness/leave but he anticipated one being 
provided in early/mid-January. Separately to this, Morris Homes had 
corresponded with the Member of Parliament and indicated they believed 
they had no ongoing responsibility around the specific issues here. This 
had been disappointing but not unexpected.   

 
(h) Cheshire West and Chester Council Meeting on 10 December 2020 
 
 Councillor Eardley reported that a Council Meeting had taken place on 10 

December 2020 with a busy agenda. Of primary interest from Councillor 
Eardley’s perspective, relating in part to the shadow portfolio he held, was 
a call from the Conservative Group to introduce some temporary free 
parking in the borough (and the City in particular) in the run up to 
Christmas and a little beyond. A repeated call for the suspension of the 
active travel lanes experiment had also been made, not for the first time. 
Both these ‘requests’ had been voted down by the ruling administration 
and their allies.  Councillor Eardley believed this to be a mistake at a time 
of challenge relating to Covid-19 and other matters. 

 
(i) Covid-19 Challenges 
 
 The situation around Covid-19 in the borough remained highly challenging 

and despite the good news of the two vaccines now available, the position 
was changing frequently. Councillor Eardley was always happy to get 
answers to any specific questions that colleagues had about what the 
implications of the tiers might mean in practical terms and so asked 
Members not to hesitate to be in touch with him on such things. Councillor 
Eardley informed that he updated his Councillor Facebook page on a 
regular basis when there was significant information. Councillor Eardley 
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reported that the Cheshire West and Chester Council website was also an 
excellent source of valuable material, available here:  

 
 https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-

views/incidents/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus.aspx  
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his informative report.; and 
 
(2) the Council’s appreciation be recorded in respect of the £1,500 Councillor 

Eardley has set aside from his Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Member Budget, 2020/21, as a contribution to the proposed vehicle speed 
indicator signage for Saughall. 

 
252. POLICE REPORT 
 
 It was noted that the Police had failed to submit their monthly report. 
 
253. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’s PUBLIC SPACE 

PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO) AND DOG WALKING IN THE GOLDEN 
JUBILEE PARK 

 
 Further to Minute No. 221 and 239 following receipt of an email dated 21 

October 2020 from Martin Kennedy seeking clarification on dogs being 
banned from the Golden Jubilee Park without consulting the residents of 
Saughall or legal order,  Councillor A Bailey reported that he and Councillors 
Mrs JM Young and PP Young had held a site meeting with Nicki Rose from 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Regulatory Services on the afternoon of 
18 December 2020 to discuss options regarding ‘No Dogs’ on the Golden 
Jubilee Park. 

 
 Councillor Bailey informed that there had always been an order in place to 

state that no dogs were allowed on the Golden Jubilee Park and official signs 
had been in place to inform members of the public of that fact. 

 
 In 2014 the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act (the Act) came into 

force, this primarily dealt with misuse of alcohol / substances and other 
behaviours in public places but did include provisions for the control of dogs. 
In effect this repealed all previous regulations / orders relating to dogs. 

 
 Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPO) formed part of the provisions of the 

Act and Cheshire West and Chester Council had consulted the public on the 
scope of the dog controls when deciding what to include in the PSPO. 

 
 The result was that ‘No Dogs Orders’ had been placed on fully enclosed 

Children’s play areas, Multi-Use Games Areas and Tennis Courts only. The 
consultation findings had been that respondents were strongly in favour of 
allowing dog walking in all other public areas, although some were subject of 
‘dogs on leads’ orders. 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-views/incidents/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news-and-views/incidents/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus.aspx
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 Therefore, locally on the Golden Jubilee Park, which was deemed as a public 
space, there was no way that the Parish Council could prevent people from 
walking their dogs, on or off the lead. (Except for the enclosed areas detailed 
above.) 

 
 The Parish Council could try to gather evidence of health and safety issues for 

children playing on the Golden Jubilee Park, because of dog faeces, the 
Council may be able to influence the Principal Authority’s consultation on 
PSPOs next summer to possibly obtain a ‘dogs on leads’ order on the Golden 
Jubilee Park.  In Ms Rose’s view there was little possibility of any ‘No Dogs’ 
order being granted for the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 Councillor Bailey proposed that the Parish Council inform Mr Kennedy that 

because of its enquiries Members were aware that the Parish Council could 
not prevent dogs entering the Golden Jubilee Park but would recommend], for 
the health and safety of the young children using the park, that dog owners 
find alternative walks, possibly using the twelve miles of public footpaths 
around the village. Councillor Bailey also proposed that the Parish Council 
invest in more dog bins and receptacles to hold dog bags for the Golden 
Jubilee Park and informed that he was awaiting some signs from the Dog 
Warden. 

 
 The Council debated all the issues raised and it was 
 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to email Martin Kennedy to inform him that:  
 

 dogs are welcome in the Golden Jubilee Park so long as they are kept 
on a lead and their owners pick up after them; and 

 

 the Parish Council cannot prevent dogs entering the Golden Jubilee 
Park but recommends, for the health and safety of the young children 
using the facility, that dog owners find alternative walks, possibly using 
the twelve miles of public footpaths around the village. 

 
(2) the Council procure some professional signage to inform Golden Jubilee 

Park users that dogs must be kept on a lead and that they must be picked 
up after. 

 
254. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK – GROUNDS MAINTENANCE TENDER 

SPECIFICATION 
 
 The Council considered a draft tender specification for the Grounds 

Maintenance of the Golden Jubilee Park and proposed some minor 
amendments and the correction of a typographical error. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to amend Paragraphs 20 and 28 and the 

typographical error in Paragraph 19 of the tender specification, send copies of 
the final version inviting tenders to various contractors including Saughall 
Cricket Club and Sanctuary Housing’s Avenue Services at Blacon and post it 
on the Council’s website. 

 
255. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 It was noted that the Business Working Group had not met since the last 

meeting of the Council held on 7 December 2020. 
 
(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 It was noted that the Golden Jubilee Park Working Group had not met 

since the last meeting of the Council held on 7 December 2020. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she was obtaining a quotation to 

repair a broken fence. 
 
 The Clerk asked if the lines had been painted on the Multi-Use Games 

Area as she had placed the order.  Councillor Mrs Young informed that 
she would check on this. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the Working Group had not met since 

the last meeting of the Council held on 7 December 2020, but Facebook 
and Parish Newsletter matters were ongoing. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Highways 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that the Highways Working Group had met on 

15 December 2020 and the only item of business that had been discussed 
was the Vehicle Activated Signs (VASs).  The Working Group had noted 
that, following the Council meeting held on 7 December 2020, (Minute No. 
240 (d) refers.), an order had been placed with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council for the supply and installation of three VASs.  The 
Working Group had unanimously agreed that a fourth sign was required to 
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monitor the speed of vehicles leaving the village along Hermitage Road 
between Meadows Lane and The Ridings, but procurement should be in 
Financial Year 2021/22 to qualify for the 50% Cheshire West and Chester 
Council contribution. 

 
 It was RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Council re-iterate confirmation of the previous decision to 

purchase four VASs but defer purchase of the fourth device until the 
2021/22 Financial Year. 

 
 Councillor Kerr informed that there had been a development since the 

Working Group’s meeting. Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 
Engineer – Place, Mrs Kay Parry had indicated that a VAS should be in 
the area of The Ridings because traffic speeded up again by the time it 
was reached.  She had discussed this with the Traffic Management 
Officer, and he shared Mrs Parry’s view that it would be more beneficial 
further towards the village. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor B Kerr be thanked for his informative report;  
 
(2) the recommendation of the Working Group set out above be approved; 

and 
 
(3) a VAS be located near to Kirkland House on Hermitage Road. 

 
256. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 20/04232/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey front and sideextension. 
Location: 1 Aldersey Close, Saughall. 

 
 ‘No objections.’ 
 
(ii) 20/04342/FUL 

Proposal: New metal gate entrance and angled brick wall with metal 
railing each side of gate. 

Location: Oakfield Grange, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 

 ‘No objections.’ 
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(iii) 20/04439/LDCL 
Proposal: Use of land adjacent to Wilbur Cottage as domestic curtilage 

for more than 24 years. 
Location: Wilbur Cottage, Long Lane, Saughall. 
 

 ‘The Parish Council has no comments or further information on this 
planning application.’ 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decision(s), made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 20/01950/FUL 
Proposal: Construction of garden office. 
Location: 80 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
 

(ii) 20/02350/FUL 
Proposal: Conversion of garage to living accommodation. 
Location: 88 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
 

(iii) 20/02345/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of a single span polytunnel (6.6m W x 17.2m L x 

3.3m H). 
Location: Prices Barn, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
 
(c) Complaint Against a Member 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had been contacted by a resident who 

had recently submitted a planning application to the Planning Authority 
and had received a visit from a Member of the Parish Council.  The 
complaint had been about the Member’s behaviour and the visit which had 
been considered intrusive and an invasion of privacy. 

 
 Councillor Bailey requested that Members consider the possibility of 

adopting a protocol/policy on Members’ visits to planning applicants, the 
role of the Parish Council, as a statutory consultee and whether it was 
appropriate to interview applicants.  This would then be debated at the 
next ordinary Council Meeting scheduled for 1 February 2021. 
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 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be noted; 
 
(2) Councillors A Bailey and the Clerk be requested to carry out some 

research in respect of visits by Parish Councillors to planning 
applicants; and. 

 
(3) this matter be further considered at the next ordinary meeting of the 

Council scheduled for 1 February 2021. 
 
257. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Standing Orders be suspended so that Mr Glavin can provide an oral 

report on his Mid - Year Review of the Parish Council’s Accounts to the 
Council. 

 
(b) Mid - Year Internal Auditor’s Review – 2020/21 
 
 Dave Glavin, the Internal Auditor summarised his findings following his Mid 

– Year Review of the 2020/21 Accounts.  He informed that he had no 
concerns over the accounting records and documents.  He also noted 
some cheques which had not been cashed.  Mr Glavin noted that: 

 

 The Responsible Financial Officer was now able to reclaim the VAT 
from 2019/20 following the External Auditor recently signing off the 
accounts. 

 The Saughall Uniformed Groups and the Saughall Cricket Club 
continued to owe rent that must be chased up. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Mr Glavin be thanked for his report. 
 
 STANDING ORDERS BACK IN FORCE 
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(c) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 7 December 
2020 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2020/2021 £ Cheque No 
 Sean McHarron (Electrical Work on Lampposts) 1,125.00 200324 
 123 Connect Limited (Web Hosting) 118.80 200325 
 The Christmas Decorators Wirral & Chester 2,220.00 200326 
 (Installation of 37 Multi-Coloured Pre-Lit Garlands 
 De-Rig & Storage) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – January 2021) 734.38 200327 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 280.86 200328 
 HM Revenue and Customs 703.73 200329 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in November 2020) 139.52 200330 
 
(d) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts have been received. 
 
(e) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 

 
258. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Best Christmas Decorated Front Window Competition 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that this competition had not been as 

popular as the previous ones that had been run in Saughall.  The winners 
lived at 223 Hermitage Road and they had received a small trophy. 

 
 The Group intended to arrange an activity for Easter and any ideas to 

brighten up the village would be welcomed. 
 
 Councillor Mrs Young also informed that she had received queries in 

respect of providing more Christmas Lights in the village up Church Road 
to the junction with Fiddlers Lane. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
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(b) Christmas Dinners and Hampers 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that Bridge Farm in Ellesmere Port had 

provided some Christmas Dinners and Hampers to some residents and 
their carers in the village. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor A Warrington be thanked for his report; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to thank Francis and Clair at Bridge Farm, on 

behalf of the local community, for providing the Christmas Hampers 
and Dinners for some residents 

 
259. NALC ONLINE EVENT ON 9 DECEMBER 2020 – WHAT WILL THE 

FUTURE OF PLAY LOOK LIKE BEYOND COVID-19? 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had attended this event and reported on its 

proceedings. Seventy people had been in attendance from all over the 
country.  Councillor Mrs Young had found the information provided at the 
event remarkably interesting, lots of facts and figures had been provided.  The 
Government was particularly concerned about children in the age group 13 
and 18 years of age and was looking to provide facilities for them.  Parish 
Council Members in attendance at the event had reported that they wanted to 
do more but did not have the resources. 

 
 It was noted that Tilston had some innovative play equipment which may be 

worth visiting at some stage. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report; and 
 
(2) the Golden Jubilee Park Working Group be requested to discuss what the 

future of play might look like, once the pandemic is over, with input from 
what Councillor Mrs JM Young learnt at this event. 

 
260. REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
 
 Further to Minute No. 240(c) the Council reviewed the agenda for this meeting 

with the purpose of reducing the costs of providing hard copies. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following changes be agreed: 
 

 the link to the Minutes of the last meeting be no longer included on the 
agenda; and 

 the columns titled ‘Purpose’ and ‘Time Allowed for Discussion’ be 
discontinued. 
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261. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 Further to Minute No. 245 the Council had received emails between the Clerk, 

Jane Mason, and Ian Carroll regarding a recent fatal accident on the Parkgate 
Road. These emails had been sent to Traffic Management for their 
comments.  Members were aware that the recent fatal accident was under 
investigation and the outcome was awaited.  Councillor Bailey had received a 
lengthy email in response detailing the history of accidents at this junction and 
remedial actions which had been circulated to all Members.  Copies of the 
email trail had also been sent to Jane Mason and Ian Carroll. They had both 
responded with further information. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to ask Ms Mason and Mr Carroll if they will give 
their permission to send their further comments to the Police’s Traffic 
Management Team; and 

 
(2) the Highways Working Group be requested to monitor any improvements 

to be made at the junction of the Parkgate Road and Long Lane. 
 


