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MINUTES OF A REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK 
PARK PARISH COUNCIL held at 7pm on Monday, 7 December 2020  
 
In attendance: Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor MA Hallows 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor HT Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs L Rutter 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley 
 Dave Glavin, Internal Auditor 
 
231. DEATH OF TWO FORMER MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
 
 Councillor A Bailey paid tribute to Jean Johnson and Colin Moss who were 

former Members of the Council who had died recently.  Both had worked 
tirelessly for the Council and would be sadly missed by all who had known 
them. Members’ thought were with their families. 

 
232. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from PCSO Wendy Leason who was on 

a rest day. 
 
233. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
234. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, subject to the following amendments, the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 2 November 2020 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No. 228(c) -  Amend heading to VE & VJ Day - Tree Planting 
 
 Minute No. 229(b) – Resolution – delete ‘it has been discovered that parish 

councils cannot nominate roads with speeding traffic problems as that is a 
matter for the Highways Authority.’ and replace it with ‘it has been discovered 
that parish councils can nominate roads with speeding traffic problems to the 
Highways Authority.’ 
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235. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 7 December 2020 on 26 November 2020. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
236. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL 
 
 It was reported that Marc Andrew Hallows had agreed to be co-opted onto the 

Council and had signed his Acceptance of Office and the Members’ Code of 
Conduct – Declaration of Interests forms etc. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Marc Andrew Hallows be welcomed as a co-opted Member of the Parish 

Council.  
 
237. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:  

 
(a) Willow Hey – Ongoing Flooding/Drainage Issues 
 
 A meeting had been convened by Chris Matheson MP on 6 November 

2020 which some Parish Councillors had attended. This meeting had 
reviewed the current situation and reflected on the ‘temporary solution’ that 
had been in place when needed over recent months. An assurance had 
been given that over the winter months the situation would be monitored, 
and the fix implemented when required. It was noted that Morris Homes 
had not been represented at the meeting and they had no interest in 
attending any further meetings about these issues. 

 
 As follow up actions, the MP had agreed to represent further the interests 

of the resident at 3 Willow Hey to both Cheshire West and Chester Council 
and Morris Homes. Councillor Eardley had also held a ‘Teams’ discussion 
with the resident on 27 November 2020 and followed up with a 
comprehensive email to the Chief Executive of the Principal Authority on 4 
November 2020 emphasising for him the points raised by the MP. 
Councillor Eardley had also appended to this email was an extract of the 
relevant Parish Council meeting notes from 2012/13, to specifically 
highlight concerns that were expressed at the time regarding the potential 
for flooding and drainage problems at the site should the development 
take place. Councillor Eardley would keep the Parish Council informed on 
developments as Cheshire West and Chester continued to seek a long-
term solution.  
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 Members discussed the need for a register detailing the contact details of 
landowners in Saughall. 

 
(b) Shotwick Solar Park – Scrambler Bike Concerns 
 
 Whilst this was not actually an issue within the parish boundary, Councillor 

Eardley noticed some comment had been made by community groups 
around noise in recent weeks. There was a longstanding problem of what 
appeared to be illegal scrambler activity here and he had been working to 
address concerns raised by a resident of Shotwick village. Various 
people/organisations were involved including North Wales Police and the 
landowners of the site, Compton Group (it was ‘farmed’ by a tenant, but 
this was rather stretching the definition in Councillor Eardley’s view). 
Councillor Eardley was interested to learn that the noise concerns had 
been heard in Saughall and continued to press the case for action around 
unacceptable activity. 

 
(c) Pear Tree Farm Development 
 
 Together with Councillors A Bailey and Mrs JM Young, Councillor Eardley 

had joined a site visit to the Pear Tree Farm development on 13 November 
2020. Progress had been considerable, and the visit had provided a useful 
opportunity to see how the site was managed and the approach taken to 
the overall development, including some ecological considerations that 
Councillor Eardley had asked to be considered. Councillor Eardley had 
been in regular contact with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Planning Officers who were working with the developers on a variety of 
points, often raised by nearby residents. One issue which was of interest 
to the Parish Council was to ensure that the footpath link proposed 
between the current ‘car park’ entrance and the bus stop further up the 
lane was followed through. The following assurance has been given: 

 
 “With regards to the installation of the footpath, it is fundamental to the 

development. It is part of the planning and highways requirements and 
will need to be installed to highways standards. It is something that we 
will be monitoring to ensure that it is installed.”. 

 
(d) Dog Walking – Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Councillor Eardley had been in some correspondence with residents on 

the question of dog walking in the Golden Jubilee Park on Fiddlers Lane 
and the wider Cheshire West and Chester Public Space Protection Order 
(PSPO). Councillor Eardley noted that this was on the agenda for 
discussion but considered it helpful to relay in his report the note he had 
sent on to a resident who had asked him to investigate the position further. 
Ultimately, it was for the Parish Council to determine its own response and 
Councillor Eardley had no wish to interfere with what that might be but 
thought the observations below would help inform the debate: 
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 In short, it is my understanding that, as it currently stands it is not 
possible for the Parish Council to prohibit dog walking on most of the 
site of the field. The current PSPO that is in place (a borough wide 
provision) is clear in not allowing dog walking in the following areas 
(see extract from a recent email from the officer assisting me on this): 

 
 The PSPO dog exclusion zones are extremely specific to a children’s 

playground, a tennis court, or a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) the 
latter of which is specific type of play area which has a common 
surface and multiple markings to allow for different games. On that 
basis, the proposal of classing the whole park as a partially enclosed 
area   because of the other sports equipment present, is arguably too 
wide and not within the spirit of the order (e.g., to completely prevent 
dogs without clear evidence that significant detriment is being caused 
due to dogs being allowed in the area). 

 
 Councillor Eardley had also included the link below to the PSPO 

information on the Principal Authority’s website. 
 
 https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/public-

notices/public-spaces-protection-order.aspx 
 
 Councillor Eardley understood that the Parish Council intended to 

investigate the matter further and considered that in the future this 
situation might change but that would be subject to any necessary 
processes being followed. 

 
 This matter was discussed further at this meeting.  (Minute No. 239 refers) 
 
(e) Planning Matters 
 

 Prices Barn, Parkgate Road 
 
 Councillor Eardley had called in the planning application for the 

erection of a polytunnel. This had been done in part to allow for a 
greater and closer examination of the site by Cheshire West and 
Chester Planning Officers and he had been able to visit recently. He 
had raised, with both the site owner and the planning team, ongoing 
concerns about the state and condition of the site and had asked that 
this be borne in mind when the application was ultimately considered, 
and he awaited further detail on this. However, Councillor Eardley 
could find no grounds for the call-in to stand and had asked the 
Planning Officer to keep him informed accordingly as he now moved to 
grant approval. 

 

 166 Hermitage Road  
 
 Revised plans had been submitted for the site at the rear of this 

property. Discussions were ongoing around the proposals here and 
Councillor Eardley had been in detailed dialogue with the planning 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/public-notices/public-spaces-protection-order.aspx
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/public-notices/public-spaces-protection-order.aspx
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team specifically on points around access, highways, and ecological 
concerns. There was no call-in for this application but the discussions 
with planners were ongoing and productive in seeking to address 
resident concern. 

 

 TPO at Rakeway (20/04323/TPO) – 
 
 One of the Tree Officers had advised Councillor Eardley that this was 

non-controversial and represented routine work that was now required 
at this location. 

 
 Councillor Eardley informed that he would welcome your comments 

and consideration to any other current applications within the parish. 
 
(f) Current Consultation Available from Cheshire West and Chester Council 

for Comment 
 

  Environmental Management Strategy.  
 
 This included a review of the current Play Strategy, a Wildflower & 

Grassland Strategy, and a Parks & Greenspaces Strategy. The eight-
week consultation period had commenced on 30 November 2020 and 
closed on 25 January 2021. Residents could give their views by taking 
part online at:  

 www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/environmentstrategies 
 

  The consultation also included an on-line mapping tool where 
participants could help identify Council-owned and maintained green 
space/grassed areas where wildflower meadows could be created in 
the borough. It was also possible to contribute responses via a 
suggestion form or direct to the Contact Centre without needing to use 
the mapping tool. 

 
(g) Miscellaneous 
 

  Signage – Lodge Lane  
 
 Councillor Eardley was disappointed that despite the request for the 

sign to be replaced over a year ago, it had not happened. He had 
chased up the Principal Authority on this. 

 

  Shotwick Park Estate  
 
 Members recalled Councillor Eardley’s note of 20 November 2020 on 

this subject indicating that discussions with Cheshire West and Chester 
Council were progressing. There was no further update as far as he 
was aware. 

 
  
 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/environmentstrategies
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 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his informative report.; and 
 
(2) Councillor A Bailey be requested to send Councillor M Johnson a 

summary of the drainage problem and details of the temporary fix that is in 
place. 

 
238. POLICE REPORT 
 
 Members had received a copy of the Police Report from PCSO Wendy 

Leason and noted that it was not as comprehensive as the previous Police 
Report that had been submitted. 

 
 Councillor H Jennings drew attention to the number of recent break-ins and 

stolen bicycles in the village and proposed that a message be put on 
Facebook to remind residents to lock their sheds and be ever watchful to 
protect their possessions. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be requested to provide a form of words re protecting 

possessions from thieves and Councillor Mrs L Rutter be requested to post it 
on Facebook. 

 
239. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’s PUBLIC SPACE 

PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO) AND DOG WALKING IN THE GOLDEN 
JUBILEE PARK 

 
 Further to Minute No. 221 of the last meeting of the Council held on 2 

November 2020, the Council again had regard to an email dated 21 October 
2020 from Martin Kennedy seeking clarification on dogs being banned from 
the Golden Jubilee Park without consulting the residents of Saughall or legal 
order. 

 
 Councillor Eardley had indicated at the last meeting that he was willing to 

obtain advice from Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers regarding the 
PSPO that was currently in place and had provided a report earlier in the 
meeting.  (Minute No. 237(d) above refers.) 

 
 Even though Cheshire West and Chester Council disputed this, some 

Members considered that there was a case for the whole Golden Jubilee Park 
to be designated as PSPO and proposed that a site meeting be held with the 
Principal Authority’s Regulatory Services Officer, Nicki Rose. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to arrange a site meeting between Nicki Rose and 
Councillors A Bailey, Mrs JM Young and PP Young and a report on the 
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proceedings of this meeting be reported at the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 4 January 2021; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to email Martin Kennedy to inform him that the 

matter is still under discussion with Cheshire West and Chester Council 
and that it will be discussed again at the next meeting of the Council on 4 
January 2021. 

 
240. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 

(i) Golden Jubilee Park – Grounds Maintenance Tender Specification 
 
 It was reported that a Tender Specification was being worked on and a 

draft of it would be presented to the Council at its next meeting 
scheduled for Monday, 4 January 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1)  the report be noted; and 
 
(2) Members of the Golden Jubilee Park Working Group be circulated 

with a draft copy of the Grounds Maintenance Tender Specification 
so that they can comment on it, as necessary. 

 
(ii) Pre-Budget Meeting 
 
 Members considered when to hold its Pre-Budget Meeting and it was 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Working Group’s Pre-Budget Meeting be held at 7pm on 

Thursday, 7 January 2021 via the Zoom platform. 
 
(iii) Internet Banking 
 
 The Clerk had informed in her report considered earlier in the meeting 

(Minute No. 235 refers.) that she had been informed by an HSBC Bank 
official that internet banking was not available to local authorities. 
However, the necessary form to apply for Telephone Banking had been 
completed, signed by all signatories, and delivered to the branch on 
Eastgate Street, Chester by the Clerk.  The Clerk had been told that 
once the form had been processed and she was the primary user 
arrangements could then be made for the signatories to become 
secondary users. 
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 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the situation be noted; 
 
(2) further correspondence be awaited from HSBC Bank; and 
 
(3) the Business Working Group be requested to consider to whether 

the Council should change banks so that it can access Internet 
Banking. 

 
(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the lines on the Multi-Use Games 

Area (MUGA) were becoming worn and re-marking was required.  The 
MUGA was also covered in green moss.  A quote from Horticon Limited in 
the sum of £1,020 plus vat had been obtained to reline the football pitch, 
the tennis, netball, and basketball courts and for an additional charge of 
£420 lines for three hopscotch games could also be put down at the same 
time. 

 
 The Council was asked to consider whether Mr Charles McIlwrick’s Park 

Bench should be included on the Council’s Assets List. However, the view 
was that the Council should commit to maintaining the bench but not own 
it. 

 
 Councillor Mrs Young also informed that the Tree Warden had agreed to 

deal with the saplings that were growing in the big pond. 
 
 Councillor Mrs Young reported that a quote of £500 had been received 

from Mr JC Baker to clear the back path of brambles so that it would be 
passable again. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 
 (1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her informative report; 
 
 (2) the quotes from Horticon Limited and Mr JC Baker detailed above be 

 accepted and the work commissioned; and 
 
 (3) this Council agrees to commit to pay for all maintenance required on 

 Mr McIlwrick’s bench. 
 
(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the Working Group had met on 

Monday, 16 November 2020 and reported as follows: 
 

(i) Golden Jubilee Park Facilities Booking System (Referred by the 
 Business Working Group for discussion). 
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 The Working Group had discussed the logistics for setting up such a 
system: 

 
a) Identifying a method for registering the booking; 
b) for advertising the booking to other potential users; and 
c) for ensuring the facility was cleared for the activity to take place. 

 
 The Working Group had also discussed charges for use of the facilities. 

The Working Group had not seen any great difficulty in setting up an 
online booking database, and the booking could be advertised on both 
the Golden Jubilee Park noticeboard and on a new board adjacent to 
the facility (whether MUGA, field or BMX track), however someone 
would have to co-ordinate this on a day-to-day basis. The Working 
Group had also identified that the facilities were village assets intended 
for use by villagers and queried whether they should be reserved by 
groups with potentially members from outside the village, particularly as 
there were no toilets, changing rooms or on-site management 
available. 

 
 On balance the Working Group had considered that, currently, the 

facilities should be left open for unsupervised and unreserved access 
for all village users and so 

 
 RECOMMENDED to the Council: 
 
 That no further action should be taken on this matter for now. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Working Group’s recommendation be agreed. 
 
(ii) Moving to a “Paperless” Council (Referred by the Business Working 

Group for discussion). 
 
 The Working Group had considered the main intent of such a system 

as being to make cost-savings. The Working Group had identified the 
costs of agenda packs as being £250 to £300 annually with the biggest 
expense being postage. The initial cost of providing electronic tablets 
would be £1,300 to £3,000 with additional costs for maintenance over 
the lifespan (five years?) of the device. It had been considered that the 
case had not yet been made for moving to a paperless Council, but that 
there were potential savings already possible by e.g.: reducing the size 
of the agenda pack by removing non-essential material and by 
reducing font size (the November pack could be reduced to 11 printed 
pages from 19); and by providing the public only with a printed agenda 
and not additional papers. Consequently, the Working Group 
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 RECOMMENDED to the Council:  That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to review the January 2021 agenda and 
papers and reformat/restructure with the aim of retaining essential 
content but reducing page count; and 

 
(2) this Council will review the next hard copy agenda at its next 

meeting scheduled for Monday, 4 January 2021. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Working Group’s recommendations be agreed. 
 
(iii) Virtual Parish Council Meetings 
 
 The Working Group had agreed that additional security was required to 

exclude “hackers”.  Following discussion, it had been 
 
 RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Clerk institutes a security code alongside the Zoom meeting 

code, which is issued only by request to visitors. 
 
 However, the Clerk had informed that this recommendation was 

against NALC Guidance. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Working Group’s recommendation be not agreed. 
 
(iv) Parish Council Newsletter 
 
 Following lengthy discussion about the value of the Parish Council 

Newsletter (in terms of cost, limited readership, lack of immediacy, 
outdated content) the Working Group had considered that this 
communication method had been superseded by Facebook and 
Twitter. The Working Group had agreed that Ms Anna Manning should 
liaise with Councillor Mrs L Rutter to gain access to the Facebook 
pages and  

 
 RECOMMENDED to the Council: 
 
 That Facebook, together with the four noticeboards, should become the 

prime means for Parish Communication with the public, and that the 
Parish Council’s Newsletter be dropped. 

 
 However, Members debated this proposal at length and the general 

view was that as the Council only had 141 followers on Facebook, it 
was worthwhile continuing to provide a quarterly Newsletter via the 
Mollington and Saughall Handbook, confined to two sides and 
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concentrating on issues that were coming up rather than on things that 
had already happened. The Facebook platform could be used to inform 
Saughall residents that the Newsletter was about to be published. 
Councillor A Bailey informed that he was happy to proceed in this way 
so long as he received support from the other Members of the Council. 

 
 In relation to the next proposed Parish Newsletter, it was noted that the 

cut off date for receipt of copy by Cheshire Handbooks would be 12 
January 2021. 

 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1)  the Working Group’s recommendation be not agreed; 
 
(2) the Parish Council agrees to continue to provide a Newsletter along 

the lines set out above; and 
 
(3) Councillor A Bailey be requested to discuss dates for 2021 with 

Cheshire Handbooks and inform Members of the four dates by 
which he needs their copy to meet the deadlines for publication of 
the Parish Council Newsletter. 

 
(d) Highways 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Principal Engineer – Place, Mrs Kay Parry had informed that the cost of 
the interactive signs would be £4,472 per sign including installation for the 
600mm roundel.  Therefore, if the Council wanted to go ahead with the 
three locations in this financial year, fully funding one itself, the cost would 
be £8,944. 

 
 Councillor Simon Eardley indicated that he was prepared to contribute 

£1000 towards this project from his Members’ Budget. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor B Kerr be thanked for his informative report;  
 

(2) approval be given to proceed with an order for the purchase and 
installation of three vehicle interactive signs to be located on Long 
Lane, Hermitage Road, Little Saughall and Seahill Road at a total cost 
to the Parish Council of £8,944; 

 
(3) Councillor B Kerr be requested to inform Mrs Kay Parry of the Parish 

Council’s decision at (2) above; and 
 
(4) Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for the financial contribution he 

has pledged to assist this important project. 
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241. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 20/03739/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey front extension. 
Location: 6 Eastfields Grove, Saughall. 

 
 ‘No objections.’   
 
(ii) 20/03888/FUL 

Proposal: One dwelling to side of 20 Meadows Lane including all 
associated landscaping work. 

Location: 20 Meadows Lane, Saughall. 
 

 ‘Objection - The Parish Council objects to this planning application on 
highway safety grounds, because of the site layout and because it is 
over intensive.’   

 
(iii) 20/04057/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey front extension, rear conservatory, and roof 
alterations. 

Location: 14 Timberfields Road, Saughall. 
 

 ‘No objections.’ 
 
(iv) 20/04222/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey side/rear extension. 
Location: 41 Timberfields Road, Saughall. 
 

 ‘No objections.’ 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decision(s), made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 19/01557/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of one dwelling and car port – amendment to 

14/02564/FUL. 
Location: 153 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Approval.” 
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(ii) 19/00656/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of two dwellings and garages. 
Location: Levens Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Refusal.” 
 
(c) Peartree Farm Development 
 
 This item had been mentioned in Councillor Simon Eardley’s report 

(Minute No. 237(c) refers.) 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that 18 units were now up, and a site meeting 

would be held in the new year with representatives of the Parish Council. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be noted; and 
 
(2) Councillors A Bailey, MA Hallows, DF Holman and A Warrington be 

invited to attend the next site meeting in the new year. 
 
242. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Audit of 2019/20 Accounts 
 
 The External Auditor’s report had been received and the Council 

considered it in detail.  The External Auditor reported that: 
 

‘(i) On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual 
 Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the 
information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with 
Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention 
giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory 
requirements have not been met; and 

 
(ii) we note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of 

the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as amended by Sl 2020/404 
the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 
as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2020/21 for the 
exercise of public rights, since the approval date was the same date as 
the start of the period for the exercise of public rights.  As a result, the 
smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual 
Governance Statement for 2020/21 and ensure that it makes proper 
provision for the exercise of public rights during 2021/22.’ 

 
 Councillor A Bailey queried why the Council had not complied with 

Regulation 15 and the Internal Auditor reported that he had been informed, 
at a training session arranged by the Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils, that it was a retrospective request, and no one would comply 
and that he would have to respond with a ‘No’.  It was noted that the report 
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did not answer the question.  However, the Clerk reported that the Council 
had complied with Regulation 15. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be noted. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 November 

2020 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2020/2021 £ Cheque No 
 The Royal British Legion 37.00 200313 
 (2 No Poppy Wreaths) 
 Mrs JM Young (Mileage, Lock and Keys) 21.87 200314 
 Mr JC Baker 570.00 200315 
 (Cutting Hedge & Bushes, Putting in New Gate Post)  
 Morral Play Services Ltd 54.00 200316 
 (Annual Inspection of Play Areas 2020) 
 PKF Littlejohn LLP (External Audit 2019/20 360.00 200317 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in November 2020) 139.52 200318 
 Cancelled  200319 
 Mr WJ Broughton (Southview Landscapes) 400.00 200320 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – December 2020) 734.38 200321 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 138.77 200322 
 The Christmas Decorators 2,220.00 200323 
 (Installation of 37 Multi-Coloured Pre-Lit Garlands 
 De-Rig & Storage)  
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts have been received. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 

 
243. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Remembrance Sunday – 8 November 2020 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that there had been no organised event this 

year because of the Coronavirus Pandemic.  The Council had received 
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compliments on the poppies placed on lampposts and for the banner 
‘Saughall Remembers’ that was hung on the wall of the Vernon Institute 
building. Unfortunately, five poppies had blown away in the wind and two 
had been stolen but more poppies would probably be ordered for the act of 
remembrance in 2021. 

 
 It was noted that the names written on the poppies were the names on the 

actual War Memorial. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Christmas Activities 
 
 (i) Christmas Lights Switch On 
 

 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had met with Ian from the 
Christmas Decorators when he had installed the lights.  Ian had alerted 
him to the issues with the connectors and some timers on various lamp 
posts, particularly on the oldest ones in Church Road.  Some were so 
corroded he could not connect the lights and others were borderline 
dangerous.  Ian had put this down to general wear and tear, the boxes 
were all exposed to the elements. 

 
 Councillor Bailey had asked the Christmas Decorators to organise for 

an electrician to make the lights safe and/or replace where necessary.  
Nine were not lit and two were coming on in the daytime and the 
Christmas Decorators had been informed. 

 
 All the faults would be rectified on 11 December 2020 at a cost of 

£1,125 plus the cost of hiring a Cherry Picker. This was within budget.  
The lights would be insulated so they would not corrode as quickly as 
the previous commando sockets 

 
  RESOLVED:  
 
  That the report be received, and agreement be given to the work 

required on the lampposts as detailed above to be carried out. 
 
(ii)  Best Christmas Decorated Front Window Competition 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that arrangements were in place for 

this competition with the help of Claire Nicholas and the judging would 
take place before Christmas.  Councillor A Bailey informed that he had 
the prize money and would hand it over as soon as he was requested 
to do so. 

 
   
 



Page 218 

 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be received. 
 

(c) VE & VJ DAY – Tree Planting 
 
 The Council was marking VE & VJ Day permanently by planting five 

English Oak Trees.  Councillor M Johnson informed that a commemoration 
plaque would be required detailing why they had been planted.  This would 
be acquired in the spring and a ceremony would be arranged. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received, and Councillor M Johnson be thanked for his 

work on this project. 
 
(d) Drainage Issues at Fairholme Close/Willow Hey 
 
 It was noted that this matter had been covered during Councillor Simon 

Eardley’s Report.  (Minute No. 237 (a) refers.) 
 
(e) Christmas Hampers 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he had been approached by 

someone who worked at Bridge Farm in Ellesmere Port where people with 
mental disabilities were looked after and asked if there was anyone in the 
parish who could benefit from receiving a Christmas Hamper.  He had 
discussed this with Members and eight possible beneficiaries had been 
identified.  Councillor Warrington intended to collect and deliver the 
hampers. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
244. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS’ (ChALC) ANNUAL 

MEETING USING ZOOM PLATFORM AT 7PM ON THURSDAY, 19 
NOVEMBER 2020 

 
 Councillor A Bailey had attended this meeting and reported on the 

proceedings and that: 
 

 Officials had been elected. 

 A Motion had been debated about the lack of communication between the 
Principal Authority Chief Executives and the Parish Councils under their 
remits.  ChALC was now considering what it could do to improve the 
situation. 

 
  
 



Page 219 

 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received 
 
245. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Council had received emails between the Clerk, Jane Mason, and Ian 

Carroll regarding a recent fatal accident on the Parkgate Road. 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had sent them to Traffic Management for 

their comments.  The recent fatal accident was under investigation and the 
outcome was awaited.  Councillor Bailey had received a lengthy email in 
response detailing the history of accidents at this junction and remedial 
actions.  Councillor Bailey informed that he would liaise with the Clerk and all 
Members would receive a copy of the email trail.  The Clerk would also send 
copies to Jane Mason and Ian Carroll. 

 
 It was noted that a telegraph pole and hedge obscured the visibility at the 

junction. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the email trails and Councillor Bailey’s report be noted. 
 


