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MINUTES OF A REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK 
PARK PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday, 2 November 2020  
 
In attendance: Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs L Rutter 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley 
 Dave Glavin, Internal Auditor 
 Graham Hudspeth, Responsible Financial Officer 
 
217. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
218. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, subject to the following amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 14 September 2020 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No. 210(d) -  Planning Matter - Peartree Farm Site 
 
 Phase 1 would be completed by April/May 2021. 
 
219. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 2 November 2020 on 23 October 2020. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
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220. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL 
 
 It was the Council’s policy to invite the unsuccessful candidate with the most 

votes at the last Parish Council Election to be co-opted onto the Council to fill 
any casual vacancy that arose.  The unsuccessful candidates were as follows: 

 

 Marc Andrew Hallows – 232 

 Peter Graeme Halford – 201 

 Terry Corder – 154 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Marc Andrew Hallows be invited to become a co-opted Member of the 

Council but if he does not wish to take up this opportunity the Clerk be 
requested to approach the candidate who was unsuccessful at the 2019 
Parish Council Election with votes closest to those Mr Hallows received. 

 
221. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’s PUBLIC SPACE 

PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO) AND DOG WALKING IN THE GOLDEN 
JUBILEE PARK 

 
 The Council considered an email dated 21 October 2020 from Martin 

Kennedy seeking clarification on dogs being banned from the Golden Jubilee 
Park without consulting the residents of Saughall or legal order. 

 
 Councillor Simon Eardley informed that it was timely that this item was on the 

agenda for the meeting as he had been approached by residents on the 
subject, mainly from the perspective of responsible dog walkers who 
appreciated the opportunity to walk their dogs extensively on the Golden 
Jubilee Park and were troubled by restrictions on it. Concerns had been 
raised around the provision or not of a PSPO and the ‘legal basis’ for the 
display of signage prohibiting dog walking (comment had been raised around 
procedures followed, or not, consultations undertaken and other points). He 
felt that it would be good to have clarity on the extent to which any restrictions 
on use were in place in a formal sense and for a view to be taken as to how 
this was intended to operate going forward. 

 
 Councillor Eardley informed that he was willing obtain advice from Cheshire 

West and Chester Council Officers with regard to the PSPO that was currently 
in place and provide a report for the next meeting of the Council scheduled for 
Monday, 7 December 2020. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) this item of business be deferred until the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 7 December 2020; 

 
(2) in the meantime, Councillor Simon Eardley be requested to seek 

clarification from Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers on its PSPO 
so he can provide a report at the next meeting; and 
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(3) the Clerk be requested to reply to Mr Kennedy’s email informing him that 
this Council is seeking clarification from Cheshire West and Chester 
Council and that this matter will be discussed at its next meeting. 

 
222. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Simon Eardley reported on the following matters:  

 
(a) Field adjacent to the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Concerns had been raised around activity at the field immediately adjacent 

to the Golden Jubilee Park, off Fiddlers Lane, heading away from the 
village. It seemed that a static caravan, which was present on the site, had 
been largely emptied of its interior and there was recent hardcore 
placement on part of the field. In addition, a drainage channel had been 
dug with associated pipework into the ditch which ran near to the 
perimeter of the Park. Councillor Eardley had logged this with Planning 
Enforcement and asked them to make enquiries/monitor the situation. If 
any Councillors had any insights into this, they would be much appreciated 
so that any developments could be monitored. 

  
(b) Saughall Colts Football Club 
 
 Councillor Eardley informed that this matter was clearly related to Covid-

19 and arguably affected each time there was a change in the regulations. 
He had been in correspondence with his Councillor colleague over the 
border in Sealand, Flintshire regarding the ongoing use of the Saughall 
Colts Football Club site. Prior to the tightening of restrictions, an informal 
agreement had been in place for the existing facilities to continue to be 
used by the Club despite the difference in Covid-19 Regulations either 
side of the border. This was based on the position of the site and the 
common-sense view that travel to it was unlikely to impact public health. 
The situation had now changed, in light of the Prime Minister’s 
announcement over the weekend, but should a tiered system be 
reintroduced after the planned England lockdown, it may be that a 
pragmatic position may be possible again at the location of the pitches, 
allowing their continued use. 

 
(c) Willow Hey / Fairholme Close Flooding/ Field Matters 
 
 A meeting had been convened for 6 November 2020 by Chris Matheson 

MP via ‘MS Teams’ regarding the ongoing situation here. Councillor 
Eardley hoped that progress would be possible at this meeting in securing 
a permanent solution to the flooding but regrettably Morris Homes had 
refused to participate. This may change before the day of the meeting, but 
developments were awaited. The ditch that ran along the Willow Hey 
properties seemed to have had a positive impact in terms of flooding of the 
Fairholme Close properties (at least that was the feedback given) but 
Councillor Eardley was concerned to see that waste from resident gardens 
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of Willow Hey was being deposited, in some instances, over fences and 
this was likely to cause problems in the future. He would raise this issue at 
the meeting. 

 
 Councillor Eardley and Councillor Mrs JM Young had recently met with 

residents to walk the field behind the properties, in light of works by the 
farmer now using the land. Concern was raised regarding the removal of 
hedges and the placing of cuttings into the ponds within the field. It 
transpired this had been done because of irresponsible tipping over fences 
by residents which was now starkly visible. The cuttings that had resulted 
were not actually within the ponds but rather around them and Councillor 
Eardley understood the aim was to act as a deterrent for people walking 
on the field and entering near to them. He did not believe there was any 
particular concern about the farmer related activity here and the field had 
recently been planted with wheat seed. Councillor A Bailey and Councillor 
Eardley had also had correspondence on this with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council Officers who had also asked questions on the matter. 

 
(d) Pear Tree Farm Development 
 
 Some residents had raised concerns with Councillor Eardley regarding 

several issues at this site, all of which had been either logged with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council or the developers. The main points 
had been: 

 

 Compliance with the planning conditions and the discharge of various 
elements of the works at this site. Both these subjects were matters for 
ongoing dialogue between the local authority and the developer and at 
this stage Councillor Eardley was not unduly concerned as, following 
conversations with the Planning Department Officer responsible, he 
was aware that she was in dialogue and alive to any potential 
problems. Councillor Eardley was assured that all ‘discharges’ would 
be robustly implemented and scrutinised by the Principal Authority. 

 

 Wildlife landscaping provision, especially for hedgehogs. There was an 
opportunity to ensure enhanced provision within the development for 
wildlife in terms of fencing and other points. The developer had been 
asked to take these observations properly into account and Councillor 
Eardley awaited their further comment on this matter. 

 
(e) 122 Hermitage Road 
 
 It was Councillor Eardley’s understanding that a formal planning 

enforcement notice had been issued in relation to this site. Members were 
aware that this related to unauthorised development to the rear of the 
property and it had been a longstanding matter for resolution. The notice 
previously served had been found to be defective but a new one was due 
during the middle of October. Owing to the nature of the circumstances 
here, an extended period for compliance had been offered but 
notwithstanding that, the personal circumstances involved were not 
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considered to outweigh concerns around development in the greenbelt. 
The occupiers of the accommodation would have the right of appeal. 

 
(f) ‘Mud’ on Local Roads 
 
 The relatively late harvest in some areas had resulted in substantial mud 

on local roads. These had been reported to Councillor Eardley, including 
on Kingswood Lane/Fiddlers Lane. Notwithstanding the rural/agricultural 
nature of the area, some of this had been excessive and all concerns had 
been logged with Cheshire West and Chester Council for attention where 
necessary. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Simon Eardley be thanked for his informative report. 
 
223. POLICE REPORT 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that no Police Report had been received. 
 
224. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the Working Group had met via the Zoom 

Platform on Wednesday, 21 October 2020 and had discussed the 
following: 

 
(i) Golden Jubilee Park – A Parish Council Asset 
 
 Since the Saughall Cricket Club had decided not to play matches on 

the Park the future use of this valuable facility had been called into 
question.  This year several organisations, local and others had wanted 
to ‘hire’ the Multi-Use Games Area and/or the Park for various activities 
and had asked to book their times/dates.  Consequently, the Working 
Group had considered setting up an on-line booking system for both 
areas which would be free to Saughall residents and chargeable to 
others, linked to the Council’s website. 
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 The Working Group  RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Communications and Marketing Working Group be requested 

to investigate the logistics of setting up an on-line booking system 
linked to the Council’s website, perhaps using the VI expertise in this 
matter and report back to the Council at its next meeting on Monday, 7 
December 2020. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had emailed Members on 24 October 2020 

raising concerns in respect of this recommendation. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the recommendation above be agreed and Councillor Mrs JM 

Young’s concerns be considered by the Communications and 
Marketing Working Group as well. 

 
(ii) Golden Jubilee Park – Grass Cutting 
 
 There had been a discussion about going through a formal tender 

process in respect of grass cutting etc. with detailed specifications for 
2021, or whether to continue with the current arrangements with Brian 
Huxley, albeit requiring him to enter into an agreement with the 
Council.  Members greatly valued the expertise, commitment and 
quality of work currently delivered by Mr Huxley and his team, plus his 
exceptional knowledge of groundmanship and his adaptability to 
changing circumstances such as the inclusion of the BMX Track 
recently.  Mr Huxley had also committed not to increase his costs of 
£4,400 per annum until 2022. 

 
 The Working Group  RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Council continue with Brian Huxley certainly for the remaining 

term of this Council and that the price be fixed at £4,400 per annum, 
half payment to be made in April and August. 

 
 The Responsible Financial Officer drew the Council’s attention to the 

fact that the recommendation was contrary to its Financial Regulations.  
He informed that this was its most expensive contract, and it should be 
awarded after a competitive tendering procedure had been gone 
through. (At least two quotations should be obtained to comply with 
Financial Regulations.)  The aim should be to ensure valve for money 
was obtained. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this matter be referred back to the Working Group so that a tender 

specification can be put together and then quotations be sought for the 
work in question. 
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(iii) Golden Jubilee Park – Joint Use Agreement  
 
 The Joint Use Agreement had been drawn up in 2011 and Members 

could see no further value to it as it was considered both out of date 
and irrelevant.  The Agreement had never been in force as the Colts 
had decided to play on the football fields in Sealand instead of the 
Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 The Working Group RECOMMENDED: 
 
  That the Golden Jubilee Park Joint Users Agreement be withdrawn and 

removed from the Council’s website. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the recommendation above be agreed; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform the Saughall Colts of this decision. 

 
(iv) Moving to a ‘Paperless Council’ 
 
 It had been noted that most of the copying of documents by the Clerk in 

the past had been done at no cost to the Council.  The Clerk had now 
retired, and all copying would naturally be very costly if the Council 
continued to conduct its business as previously.  Compounding that 
situation was Covid-19 and the Council conducting its meetings 
remotely since June 2020.  Most, if not all, papers being delivered 
electronically.  Members were aware that to change to a fully paperless 
system would be challenging and perhaps each Member of the Council 
should be provided with a tablet, suitably setup to perform their Council 
duties.  However, Members must always be mindful that any new 
system was inclusive of the public and accessible to the Borough 
Councillor as well. 

 
 The Working Group RECOMMENDED: 
 
 That the Communications and Marketing Working Group, possibly 

assisted by the Responsible Financial Officer, investigate the 
equipment/systems that may be suitable to enable the Council to 
become paperless. 

 
 RESOLVED:   
 
 That the recommendation above be agreed and the Communications 

and Marketing Working Group be requested to weigh up going 
‘paperless’ against the costs associated with continuing with paper. 
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(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that there had not been a meeting of 

the Working Group since the last meeting of the Council held on 5 October 
2020. 

 
 The Saughall Colts had been using the Park for a trial period.  The under 

6s were training in the Park. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Saughall Colts can continue to play football in the Golden Jubilee 

Park, but the situation is to be kept under review. 
 
(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that Anna Manning had been asked to look 

at the possibility of publishing another Parish Council Newsletter. He 
asked Members to send any news items they had through to Ms Manning.  
He hoped that a Newsletter would be available in January 2021. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Highways 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that quotes were awaited for the Vehicle 

Activated Signs (Minute No. (209 (d) refers.)  Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Principal Engineer – Place, Mrs Kay Parry had agreed to follow 
this up and Councillor Kerr informed that he would be in touch with her 
again to establish any progress made. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
225. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 It was noted that no planning applications had been received from 

Cheshire West and Chester Council, the Planning Authority since the last 
Parish Council meeting on 14 September 2020. 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 There were no planning decisions to note. 
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(c) Peartree Farm Development 
 
 Councillor A Bailey proposed that the Peartree Farm Development be a 

standing item on Council agendas whilst the building work was underway. 
 
 It was reported that discussions were being held with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council regarding the highway/roadworks.  A meeting had been 
scheduled for 11 November 2020. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Peartree Farm Development be included as an item on future Council 
agendas until the works are all complete; and 

 
(2) details on roadworks be awaited. 

 
226. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Audit of 2019/20 Accounts 
 
 The External Auditor’s report was still awaited. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the position be noted. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 14 September 

2020 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2020/2021 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Computer) 628.99 200305 
 Walkers Nurseries Chester Ltd 410.76 200306 
 (Planter Refills) 
 Mr A Bailey (Banner – Saughall Remembers) 180.00 200307 
 LM Contracts Ltd (VI LED Lighting) 5,200.28 200308 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in October 2020) 139.52 200309 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – November 2020) 734.18 200310 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 331.05 200311 
 Mr A Bailey 50.00 200312 
 (Prizes for Best Decorated Houses for Christmas)  
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts have been received. 
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(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 

 
227. MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE BUDGET 
 
 Following the last meeting of the Council (Minute No. 212 refers), Members 

considered a revised estimate of expenditure from 1 April to 31 March 2021 
prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer.  It was noted that in future 
when setting the budget, the Golden Jubilee Park budget head needed to 
include provision for grass cutting.  

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the detail of the mid-year review of the budget be noted; and 
 
(2) provision for grass cutting be included in the Parish Council’s 2021/22 

Budget. 
 
228. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Remembrance Sunday – 8 November 2020 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that with the help of Saughall Rotary, 156 

poppies were now up on lampposts.  However, because of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic there would be no Remembrance Service in the 
village this year. Councillor Bailey intended to lay a wreath at the War 
Memorial at 11am on Remembrance Sunday. 

 
 The Clerk reported that she had taken delivery of a further two poppy 

wreaths that would be laid at the War Memorial in future years. 
 
 Councillor B Johnson informed that complimentary commentary was on 

Twitter and Facebook in respect of the poppies, the red lighting of the 
Clock Tower at the Vernon Institute and the banner on the wall informing 
‘Saughall Remembers’. 

 
 Councillor PP Young informed that in support of the national campaign on 

accessibility the Clock Tower would be lit up purple on Tuesday but would 
revert to red the following day. 

 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the reports be received;  
 
(2) Saughall Rotary colleagues be thanked for their help in putting up the 

poppies on the lampposts; and 
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(3) the Clerk be requested to add the new LED Lighting System to the 
Council’s Asset List and arrange appropriate insurance for it. 

 
(b) Christmas Lights and Decorations 
 
 Arrangements had been made for the Christmas Decorators to install 

coloured Christmas lights on 37 lampposts which would be lit from 1 
December 2020 until Twelfth Night – 5 January 2021 between 4pm and 
11pm. Councillor PP Young informed that no arrangements were in place 
for any Christmas event to be held at the Vernon Institute because of 
lockdown but the Vernon Institute’s lights would also be switched on, on 1 
December 2020. 

 
 It was reported that the Group, who had run the Best Halloween 

Decorations Competition, had agreed to run the Best Decorated Homes 
for Christmas Competition as well.  The judging would be completed 
remotely and a financial contribution towards prizes was requested from 
the Council 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to provide Councillor A Bailey with a cheque for 

£50 to fund prizes for the Best Decorated Homes for Christmas 
Competition. 

 
(c) VE DAY – Tree Planting 
 
 Marking VE Day Permanently – Planting Five English Oak Trees 
 
 Councillor M Johnson informed that a site had been identified in the 

Golden Jubilee Park for the planting of the five English Oak Trees.  This 
was at the right side of the field were trees had been planted in the past. 
They would be planted approximately ten metres apart. Once the trees 
became dormant the supplier (Morrey’s Garden Centre) would inform that 
the trees were ready for planting. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Saughall Surgery 
 
 There was nothing further to report about the Doppler Service and 

Influenza Vaccinations which were not available at the Saughall Surgery. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That this item of business be not included on future Council agendas. 
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(e) Drainage Issues at Fairholme Close/Willow Hey 
 
 It was reported that a remote meeting had been arranged by Chris 

Matheson MP with representatives from the Principal Authority and   
Councillors A Bailey, H Jennings, Mrs JE Storrar, A Warrington and Mrs 
JM Young had agreed to attend to represent the Parish Council.  (Minute 
No. 222 (b) refers) 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That a report on the proceedings of this meeting scheduled for 6 

November 2020 be provided at the next meeting of the Council. 
 
229. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS’ (ChALC) ANNUAL 

MEETING USING ZOOM PLATFORM AT 7PM ON THURSDAY, 19 
NOVEMBER 2020 

 
(a) Representation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that Councillors A Bailey, Mrs JE Storrar and A 

Warrington will represent the Council at the remote ChALC Annual 
Meeting and reporting on the proceeding at the next meeting of the 
Council on Monday, 7 December 2020.  

 
(b) Notice of Motion 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That it be noted that the Clerk has not put forward a Motion for 

consideration at the Annual Meeting putting pressure on the Cheshire 
Police and Crime Commissioner to address speeding traffic in rural areas 
because it has been discovered that parish councils cannot nominate 
roads with speeding traffic problems as that is a matter for the Highways 
Authority. 

 
230. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following communications be received and noted: 
 

 An email dated 22 October 2020 from the Chief Executive of Cheshire 
Association of Local Council regarding the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life Consultation. 

 

 An email dated 22 October 2020 from the Chief Executive of Chief 
Executive of Cheshire Association of Local Council along with a flyer 
regarding Members’ Learning and Development. 


