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MINUTES OF A REMOTE MEETING VIA ZOOM OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK 
PARK PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday, 14 September 2020  
 
In attendance: Councillor A Bailey (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs K Evans 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs R Lowe 
 Councillor Mrs L Rutter 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
  
188. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from PCSO Wendy Leason, Cheshire 

West and Chester Councillor Simon Eardley and the Internal Auditor, Dave 
Glavin. 

 
189. PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
 Members received a copy of the meeting schedule for the rest of the 

Municipal Year. 
 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the dates set out in the Meeting Schedule for Parish Council meetings be 
agreed;  

 
(2) all meetings will commence at 7pm and be via Zoom Meetings Platform; 

and 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to resume sending out hard copy agendas to 

Councillors and interested parties. 
 
190. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
191. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 15 June 2020 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
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192. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since she had published the agenda for the meeting of the Council 
scheduled for 14 September 2020 on 3 September 2020. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
193. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 It was reported that Councillor Simon Eardley had not provided a report for 

consideration at this meeting, but he had been very busy on the Parish 
Council’s behalf. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
194. POLICE REPORT 
 
 The Police report had been circulated to Members earlier in the day. It was 

noted that there had been shoplifting of £70 - £80 of goods at the Co-op 
Store. Also, five bikes had been stolen from a property (Motorbike, Trial Bikes 
and Mountain Bikes).  It was unknown which property this was. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Police Report be noted. 
 
195. WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported on the proceedings of the Working Group’s 

meeting held on 25 June 2020.  Members had received a written report. 
 
 The Working Group had reviewed the Council’s Financial Regulations and 

the Model Financial Regulations provided by the National Association of 
Local Councils (NALC) which included a section on internet banking which 
was not included in the Council’s current Financial Regulations, on the 
advice of the Internal Auditor.  Subsequently, it recommended that NALC’s 
Financial Orders, as amended by the Working Group, be adopted in their 
entirety and that the Clerk be requested to investigate how the Council 
could move forward with internet banking. 

 
 The Working Group had also discussed the possibility of providing the 

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer with a laptop rather than 
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continuing to pay the Clerk £30 per month for the use of her own 
computer, on the advice of the internal Auditor.  It recommended that a 
laptop be purchased.   

 
However, the Clerk informed the Council that she preferred an all in one 
computer which had plenty of memory, a large screen, a keyboard, and a 
proper mouse because of the amount of typing that she did.  She had 
seen an appropriate computer in John Lewis’ for £549.99 and had sent 
Councillor Bailey a photograph of it.  It was noted that a Microsoft Office 
365 package would also need to be procured. 

 
 The Working Group had held a further meeting and had reviewed and 

revised the Council’s Annual Risk Assessment and its Business Plan and 
Action Plan.  The Council was able to access copies of these documents 
by clicking on the clinks on the agenda.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his informative reports; 
 
(2) the NALC Financial Regulations, as amended, be adopted by the 

Council in their entirety; 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to make the necessary arrangements for 

 internet banking and a report on progress be provided at the next 
 Council meeting on 5 October 2020; 

 
(4) the Clerk be requested to progress the purchase of an all in one 

 computer and Microsoft Office 365 package as outlined above; and 
 
(5) the Council’s consideration of the revised Annual Risk Assessment and 

Business Plan and Action List be deferred until its next meeting of the 
Council on 5 October 2020. 

 
(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 The Council considered the following matters: 
 

(i) Internal Hedges and Trees in the Car Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the internal hedges alongside 

the back of the houses needed trimming as did the trees in the car park 
at the back of the Uniformed Groups Headquarters. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That arrangements be made for this work to be carried out. 
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(ii) Dog Walking Trial 
 
 The Council had been trialling dog walking in the Golden Jubilee Park 

since 1 January 2020.  It was reported that irresponsible dog walkers 
were not picking up after their dogs and consequently there was a lot of 
dog dirt in the Golden Jubilee Park.  There were also reports of dogs 
off their leads and dogs being allowed onto the cricket square and into 
the Younger Children’s Play Area.  

 
 The Council considered whether to continue with dog walking in the 

Golden Jubilee Park or not. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the dog walking trial in the Golden Jubilee Park be discontinued 
from 1 October 2020;  

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to draft a notice to put up in the Park and to 

post on the Council’s website to let people know that the Dog 
Walking Trial ceases on 1 October 2020; and 

 
(3) Councillor Mrs L Rutter be requested to put a notice on Facebook 

informing that dogs are not allowed in the Golden Jubilee Park form 
1 October 2020. 

 
(iii) CCTV Equipment 
 
 The Council considered how much electricity the CCTV 

 Equipment would use.  It was thought it would barely register on the 
 meter. 

 
 The Council also considered who would need to gain access to the 

 Uniformed Groups Headquarters to look at camera footage. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to check out the electricity 
used by the CCTV Equipment with the Uniformed Groups; and 

 
(2) the Uniformed Groups be informed that the Chairman and Vice-

Chairman of the Council, Councillors A Bailey and PP Young would 
like access to the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters to look at 
camera footage. 

 
(iv) Saughall Cricket Club 
 
 It was reported that the Cricket Club had recently taken the decision to 

move all its home games, next season, to another venue away from its 
home in Saughall, as to remain would not be financially viable for the 
Club. 
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 Members noted that this was because of increased rental costs in 
respect of the Uniformed Groups Headquarters, lack of proper 
changing/shower facilities, constant theft/vandalism of Cricket Club 
Equipment and the vast increase in dog dirt in the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 It was the Club’s intention to move to the King’s School in Chester 

where there was full-time grounds staff, changing, showering and 
catering facilities available on site and all at a lower price than if they 
remained in Saughall. 

 
 It was also reported that the Club still intended to play the odd friendly 

match in Saughall and, hopefully, start its Youth Coaching Programme 
in 2021. 

 
 The move would not affect the Grass Cutting Programme for the 

Golden Jubilee Park, but the actual cricket square would be dormant 
and only brought back to standard on the odd occasion. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this matter be deferred for consideration to the next meeting of the 

Council scheduled for 5 October 2020. 
 

(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 The Working Group had not met since the last meeting of the Council on 

15 June 2020.  However, Councillor DF Holman reported that he had 
turned his attention to the Council’s website and conformance.  The 
Council was aware that by 23 September 2020, all council websites must 
meet accessibility requirements to comply with the Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG).  If the Council’s website did not meet 
accessibility requirements it would be in breach of the Equality Act 2010 
and the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. 

 
 Councillor Holman had drawn up a draft Website Accessibility Statement 

which had been circulated to Members.  He had also spoken to colleagues 
who were part of the University of Chester’s Informatic Team.  They had 
quoted £6,000 for a new website.  He did not think that would be 
necessary.  There was not much wrong and there was a get out clause 
that if the cost of bringing it up to standard for a small number of people 
was excessive it would be absurd to pay it.  Councillor Holman 
recommended some minor tweaks to the website. 

 
 The Council noted that most changes required to its website could be 

done in-house but not revisions to the homepage.  The homepage was a 
problem because it was difficult to change because of the template that 
had been used. 
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 Councillor H Jennings proposed that Anna Manning be asked to review 
the website once the amendments were made to see if anything jumped 
out at her. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That  
 

(1) Councillor DF Holman be thanked for his informative report; 
 
(2) the Website Accessibility Statement be agreed; 
 
(3) the minor amendments Councillor DF Holman proposed be made to 

the Council’s website; and 
 
(4) Anna Manning be asked for her opinion on the website’s conformity 

once the amendments have been made. 
 
(d) Highways 
 
 The Working Group had not met since the last meeting of the Council on 

15 June 2020. However, Councillor B Kerr informed that he had been in 
contact with Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 
Engineer – Place, by email.  She had informed that the resurfacing work 
on Long Lane would commence in the next few weeks. Ms Parry was also 
looking to see if the extension of the 30 MPH limit beyond the boundary of 
the Golden Jubilee Park could be done at the same time as the 
resurfacing. 

 
 The Council had agreed to have to Vehicle Activated Signs, one on Long 

Lane and one at Little Saughall (Hermitage Road) but no date had been 
agreed to install these yet.  Ms Parry had agreed to follow this up and 
Councillor Kerr informed that he would be in touch with her again to 
establish when this would take place. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Kerr be thanked for his informative report. 

 
196. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 It was noted that the observations on the following planning applications 

had been agreed via email and the Clerk had notified Cheshire West and 
Chester Council - the Planning Authority, by the deadlines that had been 
laid down: 
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(i) 20/01950/FUL 
Proposal: Construction of garden office. 
Location: 80 Church Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘The Parish Council has no objection to this planning application.’ 
 
(ii) 20/02350/FUL 

Proposal: Conversion of garage to living accommodation. 
Location: 88 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘The Parish Council has no objection to this planning application.  

However, based on comments from the pre-application stage it 
believes) that this should be an end to any development on this site 
and that there must be no separation at all of the current house and the 
proposed new living quarters which will be a conversion.’ 

 
(iii) 20/02345/FUL 

Proposal: Erection of a single span polytunnel (6.6m W x 17.2m L x 
3.3m H). 

Location: Prices Barn, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application.’ 
 

(b) Planning Application(s) 
 
 The observation on the following planning application was agreed and the 

Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of it: 

 
(i) 20/02500/FUL 

Proposal: Infill Pond. 
Location: Kingswood Lodge, Kingswood Lane, Saughall. 
 

 ‘No objections.’ 
 
(c) Planning Decisions 
 
 There were no planning decisions to note. 
 
(d) White Paper – Planning for the Future 
 
 It was reported that this was a very contentious matter and both the 

Cheshire Association of Local Councils and the National Association of 
Local Councils were against the proposals. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the White Paper be deferred for consideration at the next meeting of 

the Council scheduled for Monday, 5 October 2020. 
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(e) Peartree Farm Site 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that there were still eight affordable houses 

being built on the site.  The contractors had complied with the planning 
conditions by including them in their plans. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the situation in respect of the planning conditions be noted. 

 
197. SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY REPORT 
 
 Members considered the report produced by Cheshire Community Action 

following their survey carried out in September to October 2019. 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that Rachel Rens, Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Housing Policy Officer had been asked whether the results 
warranted any further action on additional affordable housing in the parish and 
if Government funding was still available. 

 
 Ms Rens had replied informing that whilst the report had not revealed a huge 

demand for affordable housing within the parish, it had identified some unmet 
need and the Parish Council may still like to bring forward the site at Lodge 
Lane, if that need was not met by other sites coming forward in the village. 

 
 Also, a Government announcement on Community Led Housing funding was 

awaited as the original grant scheme had now closed, but it was anticipated 
new replacement funding would become available imminently. Obviously, the 
Covid-19 pandemic had impacted this announcement, however if it became 
clear that there were available funding sources, both Councils could move 
forward with proposals for affordable housing within the parish. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted, and it be agreed that the Council will not provide 

any further funding for this initiative. 
 
198. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Audit of 2019/20 Accounts 
 
 The External Auditor’s report was awaited. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the position be noted. 
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(b) 2020/21 National Salary Award for Clerks 
 
 Members had all received a copy of the pay scales following the annual 

Salary Award 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the detail of the 2020/21 National Salary Award for Clerks be noted. 
 
(c) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 15 June 2020 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2020/2021 £ Cheque No 
 WE Parsons & Co Ltd (BMX Track) 1,310.82 200278 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in June 2020) 139.52 200279 
 Cheshire Community Action  50.00 200280 
 (Annual Membership Fee) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – July 2020) 717.42 200281 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 202.80 200282 
 Walkers Nurseries Chester Ltd (Summer Flowers) 1410.76 200283 
 The Cumbrian Clock Company Ltd 186.00 200284 
 (Servicing the Clock) 
 123 Connect Ltd (Upgrade Mailboxes) 58.80 200285 
 Saughall Cricket Club (Grass Cutting Etc.) 4,400.00 200286 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in July 2020) 69.76 200287 
 Saughall Uniformed Groups 300.00 200288 
 Chairman’s Award – Replacement Cheque  
 (Water Heater) 
 1st Saughall Brownies 150.00 200289 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – August 2020) 717.42 200290 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 64.78 200291 
 Chester Security Systems Ltd 1,740.00 200292  
 Cheshire Community Action  865.00 200293  
 (Housing Survey and Report) 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking in August) 69.76 200294 
 Mrs S Hudspeth  819.41 200295 
 (Salary – September 2020 including arrears)   
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 54.24 200296 
 The Christmas Decorators Wirral & Chester 2,220.00 200297  
 (Deposit for Christmas Lights) 
  
(c) Receipts 
 
  RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts have been received. 
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(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 

199. SAUGHALL MATTERS 
 

(a) Remembrance Sunday – 8 November 2020 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had heard from Cheshire West and 

Chester Council that it would not be taking an active role in organising any 
commemorations this year because of the Coronavirus Pandemic.  Any 
organisation who wanted to do this would need to submit a full Covid-19 
Risk Assessment detailing how they would organise social distancing. 
Also, there was the issues of the Traffic Management Plan and payment 
for the road closure if a commemoration went ahead. 

 
 Councillor Bailey informed that it was his intention to lay a wreath at the 

War Memorial at the Vernon Institute.  The poppies would also be put up 
on the lampposts, the same as last year. The churches would still hold 
commemorative services. 

 
 The Council also considered putting a banner up at the front of the Vernon 

Institute, subject to the agreement of its Management Committee, lighting 
the Clock Tower up red and/or projecting an image onto it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item be placed on the agenda the next meeting of the Council 

scheduled for 5 October 2020 and Members be requested to come to the 
meeting with ideas on how to commemorate those who had fallen in battle, 
in the light of the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

 
(b) Christmas Lights 
 
 The Council considered various quotations, from two companies, to supply 

and install Christmas Lights on 37 lampposts in the village for December 
2020, 2021 and 2022.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the quote in the sum of £3,700 per year + vat, (for 2020, 2021 and 

2022) from The Christmas Decorators, for the installation of coloured lights 
with garlands on the 37 lampposts be accepted. 
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(c) VE DAY – Tree Planting 
 
 Marking VE Day Permanently – Planting Five Oak Trees 
 
 Councillor M Johnson informed that he had sourced the English Oak Trees 

at Morreys Nursery (Garden Centre).  They would cost £250 but planting, 
compost and stakes would increase the total cost to £400. They could not 
be planted before November. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that four saplings had been removed 

from the pond and planted nearby. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) £400 be set aside to pay for the trees, planting, compost and stakes; 
 
(3) Councillor M Johnson be requested to ascertain how far apart the trees 

must be planted; and 
 
(4) the Golden Jubilee Park Working Group be requested to meet to 

decide on where the commemoration area will be in the Golden Jubilee 
Park and exactly where to plant the trees. 

 
200. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the following Government Regulations be noted: 
 

 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020. 

 
201. COUNCILLOR MRS RACHEL LOWE 
 

 Councillor A Bailey paid tribute to Councillor Mrs Lowe who was attending her 
last Council meeting, as she intended to resign from the Council, as she was 
moving to Upton in October 2020.  Councillor Bailey thanked Councillor Mrs 
Lowe for all the work she had done for the village. 
 
Councillor Mrs Lowe responded as appropriate. 


