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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 17 December 2018 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall 

 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor A Warrington  
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young in the Chair 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 
94. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Halford, Mrs J Knox 

and Mrs JE Storrar, Mr Dave Glavin, the Internal Auditor, PC Rob Brown and 
PCSOs Wendy Leason and Gina Eccleston. 

 
 Councillor PP Young reported that he had left flowers and a card at Councillor 

Mrs J Knox’s door for her.  Councillor Mrs Knox had subsequently telephoned 
Councillor Young to thank him. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the apologies for absence listed above be accepted and Councillor PP 

Young’s report be received. 
 
95. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
96. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That subject to the following amendment the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 1 October 2018 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No. 85 (d) - Receipts - replace £400 with £40 as the receipt in respect 

of the field gates. 
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97. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 The Clerk reported on the work she had carried out and the actions she had 

taken since the last meeting of the Council held on 12 November 2018. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted. 
 
98. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported on issues of concern to Saughall as follows: 
 

• A fridge dumped by the motorway on Lodge Lane had been removed. 

• Flooding in Willow Hey. This was a longstanding problem that was 
supposed to be being monitored. 

• Flooding of the road drain from Coalpit Lane to the Red Ensign Garage on 
the A540. The work promised to clear the tree roots in the drain identified 
last August had still not been carried out. 

• A resident of Lodge Lane wanted the Telephone Box Removed. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his report; 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to the new Chief Executive of Cheshire 

West and Chester Council, Andrew Lewis about the two flooding issues at 
Willows Hey (to ask for a position statement) and Coalpit Lane (to ask 
when the work would commence) and copy in Chris Matheson MP and 
Kieran Collins, the Principal Authority’s Highways Commissioner; and 

 
(3) no action be taken in relation to the resident’s request that the Telephone 

Box on Lodge Lane be removed. 
 
99. POLICE  
 

(a) PCSO’s Report 
 
 The Clerk provided Members with copies of the Cheshire Constabulary’s 

Saughall Newsletter – December 2018 which listed incidents and crimes 
committed between 13 November and 16 December 2018.  These 
included various thefts in the local area, a burglary at a dwelling, a public 
order offence, an incident of drug driving and some anti-social behaviour. 
Members noted that five incidents were connected to the Red Ensign 
Garage and three involved the village. 

 
 The Newsletter also set out some Christmas Crime Prevention Advice as 

follows: 
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• Only withdraw as much cash as you need from cash machines and 
avoid carrying large amounts of cash. Put your money and cards away 
(not in your back pocket) safely before leaving the machine. Ideally pay 
with a debit/credit card wherever possible and always shield your PIN.  

 

• Deter pickpockets and muggers – try not to overburden yourself with 
bags/packages. Be extra careful with purses and wallets. Always carry 
a purse close to your body and not dangling by the straps. Put a wallet 
in an inside coat or front trouser pocket, likewise with your phone and 
keys. Try to keep one hand free. 

 

• Avoid becoming an easy target for post-Christmas burglars by not 
leaving boxes or packaging for new electronics and other expensive 
presents outside your house next to the wheelie bin. Break down any 
boxes you are throwing out and put them in rubbish bags and place 
them inside the wheelie bin.  

 

• If buying new bicycles for Christmas please remember to record and 
retain the full details of your new bicycle somewhere safe, Make, Model 
and frame number and buy and use a good quality lock. 

 

• Take Care on Social Media by not showing that you are somewhere 
else, or posting a countdown to a winter holiday which may indicate 
that your property may be empty.  

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the contents of the Cheshire Constabulary’s Saughall Newsletter – 

December 2018 be noted. 
 
(b) Police and Crime Commissioner’s Meeting with Parish and Town Council 

Representatives - Tuesday, 13 November 2018 at 6.30pm at Ellesmere 
Port Police Station 

 
 Councillor M Johnson had attended this meeting and reported on its 

proceedings, including the following issues that were raised: 
 

• The previous Police Constable of Cheshire, Simon Byrne, who had 
been suspended last year after being accused of bullying and 
humiliating staff between May 2014 and March 22017, had been 
cleared of misconduct. The Hearing Panel had said that the 
misconduct case, which cost £350,000 in public funds, “could and 
should have been avoided”. There was to be a special meeting of the 
Police and Crime Panel scheduled on Friday with David Keane, the 
Police and Crime Commissioner to discuss this matter. 

 

• Ince Parish Council had not seen a PCSO, a PC or a police report in 
nine months.  The Police and Crime Commissioner had informed that 
the PCSO should attend every other Parish Council meeting, if on duty. 
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• The Police and Crime Commissioner believed that every PCSO should 
spend some of their time on speeding enforcement etc. 

 

• Certain Police Forces had been prioritising telephone calls and 
suspending 101 calls because they did not have the resources to deal 
with them all. There were concerns that it may happens in Cheshire. 

 

• There had been a possibility that Cheshire Police may lose 250 posts 
but the Government had now agreed to provide the Police with more 
funding. 

 

• A Neston Town Councillor had queried why he often saw numerous 
Police vehicles parked outside Neston Police Station.  He asked why 
and what were the Police doing there.  The Police and Crime 
Commissioner informed the Councillor that he would discuss this with 
him after the meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor M Johnson be thanked for his informative report. 

 
100. WORKING GROUPS’ REPORTS 
 

(a) Business 
 
 It was reported that the Working Group had not met since the last meeting 

of the Council held on 12 November 2018.  However, arrangements had 
been made for the Working Group to meet with Councillor A Warrington, 
the Clerk and the Responsible Financial Officer to give initial consideration 
to the Council’s 2019/20 Budget and draw up a proposal for consideration 
at the Budget Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 14 January 2019 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 The Council had regard to the draft plans for the proposed BMX track 

along with an outline of the works involved. It also had regard to a draft 
timeline in respect of the tendering arrangements and the work required. 

 
 The Clerk reminded the Council that in accordance with its Standing 

Orders (Standing Order No. 75, 2) when it was intended to enter into a 
contract exceeding £10,000 in value for goods or materials or for the 
execution of works, she had to give at least three weeks public notice of 
such intention in the same manner as public notice of meetings of the 
Council was given.  This was in addition to notice being given to all firms 
included in the appropriate standing approved list of contractors 
maintained by the Principal Authority, or if no such list was maintained 
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then in such newspapers circulating in the district as the Council should 
direct.  The notice should state the general nature of the intended contract 
and the name and address of the person to whom tenders were to be 
addressed and the last date by which those tenders should reach that 
person in the ordinary course of post. 

 
 It was noted that Tenders should be opened by the Clerk in the presence 

of one Member of the Council on the date specified and should be 
reported by the person who opened them to the Council.  

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that there was a choice of two routes 

that could be taken within the Golden Jubilee Park in order to carry out the 
site works required either option one - through the field gate or option two - 
a side route which would involve removing some of the fence for the three 
week period it would take to undertake the work.  It was agreed that the 
second option carried less risk. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the draft tender documents in respect of the works required to provide 
a BMX track in the Golden Jubilee Park be considered and determined 
upon by the Council at its Budget meeting scheduled for Monday, 14 
January 2019; 

 
(2) the timeline in respect of the tendering arrangements and the work 

required be as follows: 
 

• tenders to be returned by and opened on 4 February 2019; 

• pre-contract Meeting on 11 February 2019; 

• on site/contract works commence – 25 February 2019; and 

• all work completed – 29 March 2019. 
 

  and 
 
(3) option two be agreed as the route to be taken during the site works. 
 

(c) Communications and Marketing 
 
 The Council received a report that detailed the proceedings of the last 

meeting of the Communications and Marketing Working Group that had 
met on 20 November 2018.  Members in attendance had included 
Councillors A Bailey, DF Holman, A Warrington, Ms A Manning and M 
Johnson (the Footpath Warden/Traffic Working Group representative who 
had been specifically invited). 

 
 The Council noted that Councillor M Johnson was a regular walker and 

had agreed to assist in the planning with the routes and Parish Paths Map 
and could report back to the Traffic Working Group (who’s the remit the 
Parish Paths network fell within).  The Communications Working Group 
was designing/producing the marketing materials for the walks.   
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 It had been noted that Councillor M Johnson would also provide input in 
respect of the Parish Council’s website that the Working Group had been 
requested to consider and provide any recommendations. 

 
 The Working Group had discussed the following initiatives and made 

recommendations to the Council: 
 

(i) New Residents Information Pack 
 
 It had been noted that Lea by Backford and Mollington Parish Councils 

provided new residents with an A4 Tri-fold leaflet and it had been 
proposed that the Council could adopt this best practice and produce 
something similar for new resident to Saughall and Shotwick Park.  
These leaflets could be revised regularly and delivered to the homes of 
people who moved into the village. 

 
(ii) Annual Newsletter Review 
 
 The Working Group had congratulated Councillor Ms A Manning on all 

of the hard work she had carried out whilst producing the Parish 
Council Newsletter over the last year and unanimously agreed to 
recommend to the Council that she should continue this work in 
2019/20. 

 
(iii) Parish Path Map 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had met with Julie Ellis a Graphic 

Designer, at Cheshire West and Chester Council and had agreed that a 
delivery date of March 2019 was achievable.  An outline plan had also 
been agreed. 

 
 The Working Group had discussed the format of the new map and 

proposed that it would look similar to the previous map but would be 
based on the latest Ordinance Survey online mapping system as used 
by the Principal Authority. 

 
 The Working Group had reviewed the current walks and would be 

walking all routes to check accuracy.  Councillor DF Holman had 
proposed that a new Circular Walk combining existing routes, that 
would be approximately 8-10 miles in length be added.  It had also 
been proposed that this new route could be dedicated in some way to 
the late Peter Bond who had designed the previous map booklet in 
1999.  It was reported that Julie Ellis would be invited to the next 
meeting of the Working Group when Members would be considering 
possible formats. 

 
(iv) Saughall and Shotwick Park Parish Council’s Website 
 
 Councillor M Johnson had raised  concerns about the look and feel of 

the site.  He had informed that many items were out of date and 
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inaccurate, it was difficult to find useful items quickly and there was too 
much information about people/organisations and businesses that was 
out of date.  The Working Group also noted that the photographs on 
the website were in need of refreshing. Councillor Johnson had also 
expressed concern over the possible perception that the Parish Council 
was “recommending” businesses listed on the site. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman had reported that the website could be easily 

accessed by using Wordpress to update any details that Members 
considered needed revising.  Councillor Ms A Manning had offered to 
keep the site up to date if it was a simple task. 

 
(v) Submission of Bus Stop Plan – Hermitage Road 
 
 Councillor A Bailey had drawn up a suitable plan to be sent to the 

Principal Authority with an application for a licence to erect the new 
noticeboard on the curtilage of the bus stop. The Clerk had made the 
application and the licence had been issued. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) Councillor A Manning be requested to design a Tri-fold leaflet for new 

residents to be approved by the Council and updated as required by 
the Communications and Marketing Working Group;  

 
(3) the Working Group be requested to consider a website update, identify 

the resources that will be required and the website in future be strictly a 
Parish Council website as the Council does not have the resources to 
keep the information relating to local businesses etc. up to date; and 

 
(4) Councillor Ms A Manning be thanked for all of the hard work she had 

put into the Parish Council Newsletter over the last year, the Newsletter 
continue to be produced in its current format during 2019/20 and 
suitable budget provision be made for this. 

 
(d) Highways 
 
 The Council received a report that detailed the proceedings of the last 

meeting of the Highways Working Group that had met on 5 December 
2018.  Members in attendance had included Councillors B Kerr, H 
Jennings and M Johnson.  Also in attendance had been Mr Jim Gibbons, 
Place Area Commissioner, Cheshire West and Chester Council.  
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar and Mr R Nicholas had sent their apologies. 

 
 The Working Group had discussed the following initiatives and made 

recommendations to the Council: 
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(i) Proposed Speed Detection Equipment 
 
 The Working Group had explained that the Parish Council wished to 

purchase and install speed detection equipment which would both 
collect data and send an appropriate message to speeding motorists. 
Mr Gibbons had been provided with the information the Working Group 
had obtained from its preferred supplier Elan City. Mr Gibbons had 
agreed to have the specification checked out by the Principal Authority 
in relation to safety issues and reliability.  In discussion he had 
indicated that, in his opinion, if the Parish Council was meeting the full 
cost of purchase, installation and any ongoing maintenance costs and 
there were no safety issues, he did not envisage that there would be 
any problems. However he did indicate that any installation would have 
to be at locations agreed with his Council. 

 
(ii) Long Lane Speed Limit 
 
 The Working Group had explained to Mr Gibbons that the Parish 

Council would like the 30mph limit to commence before the boundary 
of the Children’s Play Area was reached in Long Lane and had also 
explained the reasoning in respect of the request and had informed of 
the frustration of the Parish Council at the rejection of the proposal by 
the Highways Authority based on the fact that the entrance to the play 
area was in Fiddlers Lane.  The Principal Authority had ignored the fact 
that many children using the Play Area had to cross the road to access 
it. 

 
 The Working Group had then discussed Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s proposal that the 50mph limit on Parkgate Road be extended 
down Long Lane towards the village sign and had informed Mr Gibbons 
of the Parish Council’s offer to support that providing the 30mph limit 
then commenced. Mr Gibbons had not been aware of the proposal to 
extend the 50mph limit and had indicated that he had concerns with it. 
He explained the factors which supported the 40 limit and told the 
Working Group that the data collected showed that the average speed 
of traffic travelling down Long Lane was 46mph.  

 
 During a constructive discussion Mr Gibbons had proposed that a 

possible solution would be to install a gateway at the end of a 50mph 
limit and the commencement of the 40mph limit. This would have the 
effect of slowing down traffic entering the village and sending a clear 
message to motorists that they were entering a residential area. In 
further discussion Mr Gibbons had showed some sympathy with the 
Parish Council's request for an adjustment to the commencement of 
the 30mph limit in proximity to the Play Area. The Working Group had 
indicated that his suggestion for a gateway was a positive approach 
which it would support.  The discussion had concluded with Mr Gibbons 
informing that he would now consult with his colleagues at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council on the issues that had been raised at the 
meeting. 
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(iii) Police Checks 
 
 The Working Group had been pleased to note that there had been an 

increase in speed checks but had been of the opinion that some 
checks should be carried out at commuter times and also in other 
locations such as in Hermitage Road near the junction with Meadows 
Lane. 

 
(iv) Sustrans Cycle Track 
 
 Councillor H Jennings had reported to the Working Group on initiatives 

he had taken to progress this matter through informal contacts. It had 
been agreed that he would continue with his informal approaches but if 
he considered it appropriate he would draft a formal letter for the Clerk 
to send to Flintshire County Council. 

 
(v) Public Footpaths 
 
  The Working Group had discussed a referral from Councillor A Bailey 

and agreed that it was timely for the Council to formalise the 
arrangement with Cheshire West and Chester Council for a repair fund 
with annual contributions from both the Parish Council and the Principal 
Authority. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that the Council had already offered to 

contribute match funding, up to a maximum of £500 per year, towards 
the maintenance of the rights of way in Saughall and Shotwick Park. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) the Working Group be requested to continue further dialogue when Mr 

Gibbons responds regarding speed detection equipment and the speed 
limit on Long Lane; 

  
(3) the Council make the request to the Police that, when the days were 

lighter, some speed checks be carried out at commuter times and also 
in other locations such as in Hermitage Road near the junction with 
Meadows Lane;  

 
(4) Councillor H Jennings be requested to continue with his informal 

approaches in respect of the safety of horses and cyclists on the old 
railway bridge over the cycle track but if he considers it appropriate he 
will draft a formal letter for the Clerk to send to Flintshire County 
Council; and 

 
(5) the Clerk be requested to write to Adele Mayer, Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Public Rights of Way Officer about the agreement 
made between the two Councils to draw up a joint maintenance 
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agreement and plan and both provide some matched funding up to a 
maximum of £500 per annum. 

 
101. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 18/03066/FUL 

Proposal: First floor extension. 
Location: The Welwyns, Kingswood Lane, Saughall. 

 
 ‘The Parish Council has no objections to this planning application. 
 
 The Council noted that the Planning Authority had refused to grant an 

extension for its comments in respect of the following two planning 
applications so it was not now possible to make any: 

 
(ii) 18/03806/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition of existing garage and erection of new detached 
garage (Re-submission of 18/03806/FUL. 

Location: Brookside Farm Cottage, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
(iii) 18/03697/FUL 

Proposal: Removal of existing fence and hedge line and replace with 
brick boundary wall and wrought iron railings to include two 
pairs of access gates – amendment to application 
1803045/FUL. 

Location: Land at the Croft and NO. 27 Crofters Way, Seahill Road, 
Saughall. 

 
 Councillor M Johnson reported that he was unhappy with the Council 

meeting every six weeks, particularly as the Planning Authority was 
refusing to grant requests for extensions to the deadlines by which it 
required the Parish Council’s comments on planning applications to be 
submitted. He was informed that it was the Business Working Group’s 
intention to review the working arrangements that the Council currently 
had in place, before the end of the Municipal Year. 
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(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions, made by the Planning Authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 18/03806/FUL 
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage and erection of new detached 

garage (Re-submission of 18/02300/FUL. 
Location: Brookside Farm Cottage, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘Approval.’ 

 
(ii) 18/03697/FUL 

Proposal: Removal of existing fence and hedge line and replace with 
brick boundary wall and wrought iron railings to include two 
pairs of access gates – amendment to application 
1803045/FUL. 

 
Location: Brookside Farm Cottage, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘Approval.’ 

 
(c) Other Planning Matters 
 
 The Council noted the content of an email dated 5 December 2018 from 

Mr Peter Hughes in response to the comments it had made in respect of 
planning application 18/03705/FUL – Astbury Cottage North, Parkgate 
Road (Minute No. 84 (a) (iii) refers.)  

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to reply to Mr Hughes informing him that 

Members now have a better understanding of why he took out the hedge 
and note that it was to ensure the security of his grandchildren and dogs. 

 
102. FINANCE REPORTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 2017/18 
 
 The Council noted that the External Auditor had completed his review of 

the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the Council for the 
year ended 31 March 2018.  He had certified completion of the review and 
had provided the final External Auditor Report and Certificate.  The 
Council also noted the actions that had been taken regarding public 
notices and public access etc. 

 
 Members of the Business Working Group informed that they were unable 

to understand some of the figures set out within the paperwork provided 
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and would query these with the Responsible Financial Officer when they 
met with him on 27 December 2018. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that the External Auditor has signed off the 2017/18 

Accounts. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 12 November 

2018 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2018/2019 £ Cheque No 
 Walkers Oakfield Nurseries and Plant Centre 276.00 200104 
 (Six Planter refills) 
 Cancelled  200105 
 Mr JE Davies (November Litter Picking) 94.54 200106 
 Suddenstrike (Moles) 139.20 200107 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (December Salary) 510.69 200108 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (November/December Expenses) 72.27 200109 
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts had been received since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 

 
103. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

(a) Christmas Lights Switch – On Wednesday, 5 December 2018 
 
 It was reported that all the Christmas lights were in operation which was 

not the case on the day they were put up. 
 
 The Christmas Lights Switch-On event had been a success.  It had 

stopped raining at 5pm and there had been a good turn out and a lot of 
Glühwein had been sold. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the Christmas Decorators be asked to check that the Christmas Lights 

were actually in working order on the same day that they install them 
next year. 

 
(b) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Committee 
 
 Councillor Mrs J M Young reported on a successful Fish and Chip Supper 

and Quiz that the Management Team had arranged recently.  £800 had 
been raised as a result and it would be used to help support the Golden 
Link, the Friday Club and the Church. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 

 
104. ACCESS TO SAUGHALL MEDICAL CENTRE 
 
 Further to Minute Nos. 71 and 87, the Clerk had written twice to the West 

Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) summarising the current 
situation and problems being experienced in respect of residents who wanted 
to make and attend appointments at the Saughall Medical Centre.  She had 
asked the CCG to look into the practices in operation at the Centre and let her 
know what they could do to bring about the much needed improvement that 
was required, as soon as possible. 

 
 It was reported that the West Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group had 

now replied to her letter as follows: 
 

 ‘Thank you for your letter dated October 4th 2018, in which you write on 
behalf of Saughall Parish Council, regarding concerns that your 
parishioners have about difficulties encountered in obtaining appointments 
at the Saughall Medical Centre. 

 
 Upon receipt of your letter, we contacted City Walls Medical Centre 

regarding access to appointments at their branch surgery in Saughall.  We 
asked them to look into the points raised in your letter.  We will now 
address each of these in turn: 

 

• The Practice always has a GP and Nurse on site from 8am to 6pm. 
 

• The Practice has confirmed that unfortunately, due to the limited size of 
the building, they are unable to provide additional services at the 
branch surgery. 
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• All patients who would normally attend appointments in Saughall can 
also access appointments at City Walls Medical Centre if that is more 
convenient or if they need urgent medical care. 

• The Practice policy is to advise patients, via signs on the practice doors 
and messages placed on the practice website and social media pages, 
if the Saughall branch has to close.  Patients may have observed the 
signs when the practice has closed to allow for staff training and 
development. 

 

• The Practice allocates four GP appointments each day for those 
patients who need to be seen in the case of a medical emergency. 

 

• The Practice has indicated that nurse appointments are pre-bookable 
up to six weeks in advance.  If a patient wishes to book an appointment 
to have sutures removed one week post-surgery, then they may have 
to attend City Walls Medical Practice, or book an appointment on a 
different day at Saughall Surgery. 

 

• The Practice has indicated that all their reception staff attend regular 
training sessions, which include customer service skills.  The Practice 
Manager would welcome feedback on any patient concerns regarding 
their reception staff. 

 

• The Practice has commented that, for those patients who are unable to 
reach the Practice, options are available.  These include the 
ambulance patient transport service, if they are eligible.  Also, patients 
will always have the option to see their GP at the City Walls GP 
Practice, which can be easily reached by public transport.  

 
 I hope that this letter has provided you with the information that you 

require.  However, if you need further advice then please contact our 
Patient Experience Team on 0800 132996 or by writing to us at West 
Cheshire Clinical Commissioning Group, Patient Experience Team, 1829 
Building, Chester Health park, Liverpool Road, Chester, CH2 1HJ.’ 

 
 Members did not agree with the responses provided to the West Cheshire 

CCG by the City Walls Medical Centre and, in particular, they were adamant 
that the City Walls Medical Centre was not ‘easily reached by public 
transport’.  In fact it involved at least a half mile walk from the Bus Station to 
the City Walls Medical Centre and then the same distance walk back to the 
Bus Station.  This was obviously a problem for people with disabilities, young 
mothers with young children, the elderly and anyone who was feeling ill.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to write again to the West Cheshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG), copying in Chris Matheson MP, to inform it 
that it does not agree with the responses provided to it by Saughall 
Medical Centre;  
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(2) this Council will now formally consult residents of Saughall for their views 
on the medical services being provided in the village, via social media and 
its Newsletter; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to ensure this item is on the agenda for the next 

ordinary Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 21 January 2019. 
 
105. PARISH SURGERIES 
 

(a) Venues for Future Parish Council Surgeries 
 
 Councillor M Johnson reported that residents did not know when Parish 

Council Surgeries were due to be held as dates for them were chosen at 
random.  It was considered that it may be better to regularise them.  
Councillor Johnson informed that he had been speaking to David Keane, 
the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire, who was also a Penketh 
Parish Councillor.  Councillor Keane had informed that his Parish Council’s 
Surgery was held on the first Saturday of every month from 10:30am to 
11:30am, in the local Library, with a PCSO in attendance.  Councillor 
Johnson also informed that he was willing to preside over Surgeries 
arranged in a regularised way with the PCSO and Fire Prevention Officer 
in attendance. 

 
 It was reported that previously, the Council had a Parish Room on Fiddlers 

Lane where it had held regular Parish Surgeries but few people had 
attended them. Consequently, the venue had changed to outside the Co-
op Store.  There had also been surgeries held at the Vernon Institute on a 
Saturday morning when the Farmer’s Market was on.  Again few people 
had attended. The Council had even held its Surgeries on buses.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) this Council will attempt to regularise its Parish Council Surgeries: and 
 
(2) the Business Working Group be requested to consider the way forward 

with Parish Council Surgeries and bring a report with recommendations 
to the next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 21 
January 2019. 

 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor PP Young be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery to be held from 10am to 11am on Saturday, 19 January 
2019, outside of the Co-op Store and bring a report on its proceedings to 
the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 21 January 2019. 
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106. PLANTERS – MEADOWS LANE/HERMITAGE ROAD 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning reported that she had measured up and now 

needed to draw up the plans of where it was intended to locate the new 
planters.  Once the Clerk received these plans she would apply for the 
licences that were required. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) on receipt of the necessary plans, the Clerk be requested to apply for the 

licences for the new planters. 
 
107. ANVIL CLOSE – PROPOSED SEATING AREA 
 
 It was reported that a consultation exercise was ongoing via the Parish 

Council Newsletter on the proposal to provide a seating area in Anvil Close on 
the grassed area close to the trees.  (Minute No. 90(b) refers.) 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the findings of the public consultation on the proposed seating area be 

considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for 21 
January 2019. 

 
108. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the following communications be noted: 
 

• Signpost – Newsletter of the Peak and Northern Footpaths Society. 
 The Council agreed not to renew its membership of this Society at a cost 

of £22.50. 

• An email dated 1 November 2018 from Mark Cashin, Chief Fire Officer and 
Chief Executive.  The Fire Authority was undertaking its annual consultation 
on its draft Integrated Risk Management Plan 2019/2020 which would run 
until 4 January 2019. 

• A letter dated 4 December 2018 along with Election Recharge Information 
from the Deputy Returning Officer.  


