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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 5 February 2018 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor PP Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
  
 
150. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor D Taylor-Pogue 
 
 PC Rob Brown 
 Mr Dave Glavin, the Internal Auditor. 
 PCSO Wendy Leason 
 
151. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor A Bailey declared a personal interest by virtue of being the 

Treasurer of All Saints Church as he had requested a funding contribution 
from the Council in respect of the ‘Soup and Pudding Club’. (Minute No.  156 
(e) refers.) 

 
152. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: That 

 
(1) the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 8 January 2018 be 

confirmed as a correct record subject to the following Minute being added 
at the end: 
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‘149. PARISH COUNCIL’S PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Business Plan Action Group be requested to give 

consideration to the Council’s efficiency and effectiveness and report 
back to the Council with its recommendations.’ 

 
(2) the Minutes of the Council’s Budget Meeting held on 15 January 2018 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
153. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Application(s) 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that no planning applications have been received from 

Cheshire West and Chester Council - the Planning Authority, since the last 
ordinary meeting of the Council held on 8 January 2018. 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the outcome of the following planning application submitted to the 

planning authority, be noted: 
 
 17/05192/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear extension and external alterations (to 
add timber cladding and white render). 

Location: 10 Maplewood Grove, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Approval.’ 
 

(c) Appeal under Section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that an appeal has been submitted to the Secretary of 

State against the decision of the Planning Authority to refuse to grant 
planning permission for the following proposal: 

 
17/03020/FUL 
Proposal: First floor extension and alterations to the rear 
Location: Rosedale Cottage, 1 Green Lane, Saughall. 
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(d) Planning Training Course – January 2018 in Knutsford 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he had been unable to attend this 

training course. 
 
(e) Redevelopment of Former Garage Site – Church Road, Saughall 
 
 The Council noted that Sanctuary Homes were moving forward with the 

above scheme and intended to start works on site (construction of 6 x 1 
bed apartments) at the end of February 2018.  A letter had been hand 
delivered to local residents on 22 January 2018 by the Housing 
Association informing them that parking on this private land was prohibited 
from 18 February 2018. 

 
 Councillor PP Young informed that he had received an email dated 4 

February 2018 from Mr David Turner who lived at 67 Church Road which 
was one of the houses most affected by the new development.  He had 
informed that he and other residents had been promised parking by 
Sanctuary Homes but that it was difficult to understand how this could 
happen.  He was unable to put in a driveway from Church Road because 
of the established trees and laying a driveway in the back garden raised 
safety concerns in respect of his young children. 

 
 Mr Turner was in attendance at the meeting and it was  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Standing Orders be suspended in order to allow Mr Turner to speak 

to the Council on this matter. 
 
 Mr Turner then made further representations informing that the promise 

had not been put in writing but he had met with the Planning Officer.  It 
was noted that parking for residents had been provided within the 
development once completed but no provision for parking had been made 
whilst the development works were in progress.  Members suggested that 
Mr Turner approach Ms Jane Johnson, Sanctuary Homes’ Project 
Manager about this and offered him and other affected residents parking 
provision in the Golden Jubilee Park on Fiddlers Lane whilst the 
development works were ongoing.  

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the position be noted; and 
 
(2) those residents affected by the development work be permitted to park 

in the car park in the Golden Jubilee Park on Fiddlers Lane. 
 

STANDING ORDERS BACK IN FORCE 
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(f) Land at 122 Hermitage Road, Saughall 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact the Planning Enforcement Officer, 

Mr Keith Sharp to clarify the current situation regarding the planning 
application for a replacement dwelling. 

 
154. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason had been unable to attend the meeting but copies 

of the Newsletter that detailed incidents/crimes committed in the village 
since the Council meeting held on 8 January 2018 had been provided and 
was read out by Councillor PP Young.  It included details of local issues 
and events. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the content of Saughall Police Newsletter – February 2018 be noted. 
 
(b) Vehicles Parking on the Brow by Magna House, Seahill Road 
 
 There was no report on this item of business. 
 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 There was nothing to report on this item of business. 
 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 The Council received a brief report on the Team’s activities. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
155.  CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported on the following: 

 
(a) Green Lane, Little Saughall 
 
 There was a proposal by a local resident, Mr S Bayling and other land 

owners to put up gates on Green Lane to keep out gypsies, 4x4s and stop 
people dumping rubbish/fly tipping.  The gates would cost approximately 
£2,000.  It would have a combination lock on it and there would be a six 
foot gap for walkers, bikes and horses to get passed.  If the Parish Council 
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was in general agreement the Rights of Way Officer at Cheshire West and 
Chester Council would be approached regarding the proposal. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had a job number (4814278) 

from Cheshire West and Chester Council in respect of the recent fly 
tipping in Green Lane. 

 
 RESOLVED: (unanimously) 
 
 That the Council considers the gate an excellent idea and is in full 

agreement to the proposal to put one in Green Lane as detailed above. 
 
(b) Verges – Saughall Hey 
 
 Approximately three years ago artificial turf had been put down on a small 

part of the verge in Saughall Hey as a tester, with a view to improving its 
appearance as Cheshire West and Chester Council had previously put 
down concrete on the verge. Apparently, it was no longer possible to 
obtain the glue required for sticking the turf down.  The verges were 
unsightly and residents were walking a mess into their houses. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Highways Officers had not got back to 

Councillor Crowe regarding this problem yet so he intended to chase them 
up. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Bus Stop on Hermitage Road 
 
 Residents had approached Councillor Crowe as they wanted to see a 

proper bus stop on Hermitage Road.  He had passed the request to 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highways Officers. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Kingston Court, Fiddlers Lane – No Parking Signs 
 
 Residents had approached Councillor Crowe as they wanted signs erected 

at Kingston Court to stop people parking outside their houses. He had 
passed the request to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highways 
Officers. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
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(e) Explorations for Oil and Gas 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council, as the planning authority, had 

received its first planning application for the exploration of oil and gas in 
the Borough (Ellesmere Port).  The application had been refused. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(f) The Highways Working Group 
 
 Members informed that they had established the Highways Working Group 

to consider how to improve safety in Saughall by calming the traffic down.  
It had been agreed that Members’ needed some expert guidance.  Mr 
Chris Burnham, who advised Cheshire West and Chester Council on traffic 
policing and Mrs Kay Parry – Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Principal Engineer – Place Operations, had been invited to attend the 
Working Group’s meetings.  A meeting had been scheduled for 15 
February 2018. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a lady who lived on Church Road, 

Mrs R Weaver had been struck on the hand by a bus as she walked along 
the Church Road footpath.  She had reported this to the Bus Company 
who denied any responsibility.  According to the Company’s CCTV Mrs 
Weaver was walking too close to the edge of the pavement, as there was 
oncoming traffic.  It was noted that if her hand was injured as a result, it 
was a reportable accident and the Police should be informed.  

 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar proposed that there should be a pedestrian 

crossing on Fiddlers Lane for people going to the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the proposed pedestrian crossing on Fiddlers Lane be considered by 

the Highways Working Group at its meeting on 15 February 2018. 
 

156. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 8 January 2018 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
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 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 Kompan Ltd (Play Equipment) 1,518.48 200011 
 Play and Leisure Ltd (Play Equipment) 7,421.28 200012 
 David Ogilvie Engineering Ltd (Pencil Bin) 724.20 200013 
 Sutcliffe Play (Play Equipment) 13,800.00 200014 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 150.00 200015 
 (Audit Training Course (Cllr A Bailey and 
 Mr D Glavin)) 
 The Information Commissioner 35.00 200016 
 (Clerk registered as a Data Controller) 
 Signs of Cheshire (Deposit for Notice Boards) 828.00 200017 
 Signs of Cheshire (Balance re Notice Boards) 828.00 200018 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – January 2018) 90.65 200019 
 Chester Handbooks Ltd (Newsletter) 464.40 200020 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – February 2018) 499.96 200021 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 56.90 200022 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking – February 2018) 90.65 200023 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary – March 2018) 499.96 200024 
 Ms A Manning (Conifers and bulbs) 134.00 200025 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts had been received since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(d) Audit Training 
 
 The Council was informed that the Cheshire Association of Local Council’s 

was running a ‘Year End and Internal Audit’ Training Session on Tuesday, 
6 February 2018 at a cost of £75 for the full day and that Councillor A 
Bailey and Mr D Glavin, the Internal Auditor had secured places on it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted and a report on the proceedings of the training 

course be provided at the next meeting of the Council scheduled for 
Monday, 9 April 2018. 

 
(e) All Saints Church –‘Soup and Pudding‘ Club 
 
 It was noted that the All Saints Church wanted to expand and upgrade its 

kitchen facilities and provide new storage so that more people could attend 
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its successful ‘Soup and Pudding’ Club which regularly attracted 40 people 
and was currently held once a month. The Club targeted single elderly 
males and young families. It was hoped that once the works were 
complete the Club would be run twice a month and cater for eighty people. 

 
 It was expected that the work needed in the kitchen would cost 

approximately £58,000.  The All Saints congregation and Friends had 
raised £38,600 from personal gifts, donations and fundraising events to 
pay part of the Clergy’s salary, run and maintain the fabric of the Church 
and £12,000 had been earmarked specifically for the kitchen project. 

 
 The Council considered a request for a grant of £2000 from All Saints 

Church to help pay the interim Architect’s bill of £3,500.  However, it was 
aware that if the project did not go ahead the Architect’s fees would be 
lost.  It suggested that the Church may want to pay the Architect from the 
£12,000 it had already raised and that the Council would be sympathetic to 
making a grant in the future if the work was commissioned and went 
ahead. 

 
 RESOLVED: (unanimously) 
 
 That this Council will not make a grant at this time but if the All Saint 

Church’s Kitchen Scheme goes ahead, it is agreed in principle, to provide 
a grant of £4,000 towards the total cost of it. 

 
(f) Christmas Post 
 
 The Council had provided Mr Bob Salisbury with a grant to assist his 

Christmas Post project (buy equipment, stamps and other set up costs) 
which he had run for a number of years.  Councillor PP Young reported 
that Mr Salisbury had informed him that he would be discontinuing this 
project and that there was £250 left of the grant that the Council had 
provided.  Mr Salisbury proposed that this funding be donated to the 
Vernon Institute. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council has no objection to the £250 detailed above being 

donated to the Vernon Institute.  
 
(g) Review of the Parish Council’s Insurance and its Annual Risk Assessment 
 
 Further to Minute No. 126 (e) the Clerk reported that the total cost of the 

Council’s insurance during 2017/18 was £1,417.76.  She produced a draft 
Assets List which included the new play equipment etc. recently procured 
for the Golden Jubilee Park and asked Members to identify which play 
equipment had been replaced.  She then intended to seek quotes for the 
annual insurance cover from 1 June 2018. It was noted that the Council’s 
land needed to be included on the list for audit purposes but not when it 
was being used to seek quotes for insurance cover. 
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 The Clerk had drafted a Risk Assessment for the Council and invited 
Members’ comments. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to revise the Council’s List of Assets in the light 
of Members’ comments and include it with the agenda for consideration 
at the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 9 April 2018 
for endorsement or otherwise; and 

 
(2) the Risk Assessment produced by the Clerk be agreed and included on 

the Council’s website and reviewed on an annual basis. 
 
157. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY  
 

(a) Newsletter Production 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the latest edition of the Newsletter had 

been published.  He was aware that there were areas of the village that 
had not yet received copies. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his work on an excellent 

Newsletter. 
 
(b) Notice Boards 
 
 It was reported that the new notice boards were now on order but would 

need to be installed at various locations around the village that had been 
agreed, once they were delivered. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 It be agreed that Councillor A Warrington will ask Mr Paul Whitton if he is 

willing to install the notice boards in the locations that have been identified 
around the village. 

 
(c) Social Media 
 
 Councillor M Johnson had previously informed the Council that someone 

had access to the Parish Council’s Twitter Account. Meal Deals at the 
Greyhound Inn had been appearing on it. Councillor PP Young informed 
that he had now spoken to Mrs Kathy Ford who had agreed to take down 
these posts. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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158. VILLAGE AMENITIES AND AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Amenities 
 

 Defibrillator at the Co-op Store 
 
 The Council’s contribution of £1,000 had been provided in cheque form 

for the Community Heartbeat Trust in order to purchase the defibrillator 
to be located at the Co-op Stores.  (Minute No. 111 (a) refers.) 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had tried to obtain a progress 

report on the proposed training on and access to the defibrillator but 
had not been able to speak to the new Manager of the Co-op Store and 
the other staff on duty did not know what was happening.  The 
defibrillator would be located outside the store. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

 Vernon Institute Building and Clock Tower 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the outcome of the WREN bid would 

be known on 14 February 2018.   
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 

 
(b) Aesthetics 
 

 Proposal for Tubs of Flowers 
 
 The tubs of flowers were now in position and the Council had been 

complimented on them. 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning informed that there had been suggestions 

from residents that the Council seek sponsorship from local businesses 
so that more tubs of flowers could be provided. However, the Council 
did have funding available and was considering other possible sites in 
which to locate tubs of flowers around the village. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that Mrs Bland, who had helped to 

plant the spring bulbs, had informed that if the Council provided a 
planter to go by the Saughall sign on Long Lane, she would look after 
it. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Ms A Manning be thanked for all her hard work on this 
project and for taking it forward to the next stage; and 

 
(2) further sites for tubs be identified and arrangements be made to 

follow through with Mrs Bland’s suggestion and purchase a planter 
to be located by the Saughall sign.   

 
159. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Project to Re-develop the Park and Provide a New Children’s Play Area  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the new Younger Children’s Play 

Area was progressing well and the four benches and two litter bins were 
now on site. Two pieces of play equipment were awaited from Kompan UK 
Ltd so work would slow down until they arrived.  The trees were ready 
when needed.  The contractors had filled in a large pothole by the 
entrance to the car park. 

 
 Good progress was being made in respect of the opening event which was 

a 2.30pm on Saturday, 24 March 2018. The Lord Mayor of Chester, 
Councillor Razia Daniels, Chris Matheson MP and Councillor Brian Crowe 
were expected to attend.  Saughall All Saints C of E Primary School was 
providing the refreshments (Afternoon Tea) ably assisted by the ladies 
from Knit and Natter.  The School would like permission to put a poster 
advertising the opening event on the railings of the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report; 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to provide invitations to the opening of the new 

younger Children’s Play Area for local residents; and 
 
(3) permission be granted to the All Saints C of E Primary School to put a 

poster on the railings of the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
(b) Other Funding Sources 
 
 There was no report on this item of business. 
 
(c) Management Plan for the Park 
 
 There was no report on this item of business. 
 
(d) Maintenance 
 
 Councillors A Warrington and Mrs JM Young had walked around the 

Golden Jubilee Park and were of the opinion that dog dirt was on the 
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increase.  Many of the new trees that were planted last November were 
water logged but remained in place.  The snow drops planted by the 
children were coming through. 

 
 The Council discussed the mound of top soil in the Golden Jubilee Park 

and agreed that it would be spread. 
 
 It was noted that the fixing that had failed on the Multi-Use Games Area 

had still not been repaired by the contractor despite the Clerk’s requests. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reminded the Council that the Clerk had been 

requested to obtain a large bin in which to put the grass cuttings from the 
Golden Jubilee Park.  The Clerk informed that she had been unable to 
identify a bin big enough.  All she had been able to find on the internet 
were bins for garden waste and they were not large enough.  If a Member 
was able to identify an appropriate receptacle she would order it straight 
away. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 

 
(1) the reports be noted;  
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to contact Carl Mottershead at Leisure Surfaces 

(Cheshire) Ltd and remind him that he had still not carried out the 
requested repair to the Multi-Use Games Area; 

 
(3) the ‘Safe Places for Local Wildlife’ Project be no longer included on 

future Council agendas; and 
 
(4) once the top soil has been spread in the Golden Jubilee Park, road 

planings be procured and placed on top of it.  
 
160. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY  
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 There was nothing to report on this item of business. 
 
(b) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he had been in touch with Mark Harris 

from Flintshire County Council.  He and Councillor DF Holman intended to 
meet with him in the next month or so.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and a further report be brought to the next 

ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 9 April 2018. 
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161. VILLAGE EVENTS  
 

(a) Parish Council Surgery on Saturday, 3 February 2018 at the Co-op Store  
 
 Councillor A Bailey had presided over the Parish Council’s Surgery.  He 

reported that not many people were willing to stop and talk because it had 
been raining.  A little boy called Alfie, who did stop, asked where children 
of his age could play now as the new play equipment installed in the 
Golden Jubilee Park was for children younger than him.  Alfie wanted to 
see a BMX track in Saughall, similar to the one in Blacon. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor A Bailey be thanked for presiding over the Parish Council 
Surgery and for his report; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to include Phase 2 of the Re-development of 

the Golden Jubilee Park on the agenda for consideration at the next 
meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 9 April 2018. 

 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Warrington be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery to be held from 10am to 11am on Saturday, 7 April 2018, 
outside of the Co-op Store and bring a report on the proceedings to the 
next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 9 April 2018. 

 
(c) Scarecrow Competition – 2018 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that entry forms would be available 

soon.  They would be available from the Co-op Store, the Pharmacy, the 
Vernon Institute and maybe the Surgery and the Greyhound Inn. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 

162 COMMUNICATIONS 
 

(a) The New Vicar at All Saints Church 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the new vicar, Rev Steve Mansfield 

would commence his duties on Thursday, 22 March 2018.  He was 
currently at St James With St Bede CE Church in Birkenhead. He intended 
to live in the new vicarage.  The Chairman would be invited to his 
induction. 
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(b) Letter from Saughall Pre School Parent Committee 
 
 Councillor PP Young read out a letter of thanks from Mrs Vicky Greensil 

on behalf of the Saughall Pre School Parent Committee dated 30 January 
2018, following receipt of a £4,000 grant from the Council.  (Minute No. 
142 (f) refers.)  Mrs Greensil had informed that this money would be used 
prudently to facilitate the continued existence of this valued village 
resource for years to come and had updated the Pre Schools letterhead to 
indicate the Council’s support. 

 


