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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 8 January 2018 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor PP Young (in the Chair) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 
136. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor D Taylor-Pogue 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Mr Dave Glavin, the Internal Auditor. 
 
137. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
138. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4 December 2017 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 



Page 141 

139. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Application(s) 
 
 The Council’s observations on the following planning applications were 

agreed and the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester 
Council - the Planning Authority, of them: 
 
(i) 17/005142/FUL 

Proposal: To convert and extend part of outbuildings as a single storey 
holiday let accommodation. 

Location: Astbury Cottage South Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 
 No objections. 
 
(ii) 17/05192/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey extension to rear. 
Location: 10 Maplewood Grove, Saughall. 

 
 No objections. 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the outcomes of the following planning applications submitted to the 
planning authority, be noted: 

 
(i) 17/04788/FUL 

Proposal: Change of use of a storage building into a tearoom (use 
class A3). 

Location: The Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Approval.’ 
 
(ii) 17/05048/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear/side extensions (amendment to 
previous planning permission 17/03619/FUL, to amend 
roof design. 

Location: Ash Lea, 5 Aspen Grove, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Approval.’ 
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(c) Planning Training Course – January 2018 in Knutsford 
 
 Members were reminded that Councillor A Warrington had secured a 

place on this training course and Councillor H Jennings was on the 
reserve list. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies – Upcoming 

Consultation 
 
 Members considered an email dated 30 November 2017 from Cheshire 

West and Chester Council’s Planning Policy Team and noted that the 
consultation began on 11 December 2017 and ended at 5pm on Monday, 
29 January 2018. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council will make no comments in respect of this consultation 

exercise. 
 
(e) Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and 

Detailed Policies Publication Draft Consultation 
 
 Members considered the details of the consultation running from 11 

December 2017 to 5pm on 29 January 2018. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council will make no comments in respect of this consultation 

exercise. 
 
(f) Pear Tree Farm, 185 Hermitage Road, Saughall 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that a new planning application for the 

Pear Tree Farm site would be consulted upon shortly. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the planning application in respect of the Pear Tree Farm site be 

awaited. 
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140. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason provided copies of the Newsletter that detailed 

incidents/crimes committed in the village since the Council meeting held 
on 4 December 2017.  The Newsletter also included details of local issues 
and events. 

 
 PCSO Leason reported that she had used the trueCam during the 

previous week between 11.15am and 1pm on hermitage Road and Seahill 
Road but there had been little speeding to report.  Members were of the 
view that speeding occurred between 4.30 and 5.30pm especially up 
Seahill Road and at the junction with Hermitage Road where there had 
been a number of near misses. Also, there was speeding traffic on Church 
Road between 7 and 8pm. 

 
 PCSO Leason informed that there would be police enforcement during the 

lighter nights.  She provided Members with a questionnaire which they 
were asked to complete so that the Police were aware of their priorities so 
that they could then do something about them. 

 
 PCSO Leason concluded that January, so far, had been relatively quiet. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the content of Saughall Police Newsletter be noted; and 
 
(2) PCSO Wendy Leason be thanked for her report and attendance at the 

meeting. 
 
(b) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had spoken to PC Rob Brown about 

the 70 Operation Shield kits that were left.  Therefore, this item of business 
could be removed from the agenda. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Operation Shield will no longer be a standard agenda item. 
 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 There was nothing to report on this item of business. 
 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 There was no report on the Team’s activities as Councillor Mrs JM Young 

was not in attendance at the meeting. 
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141.  CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported on the following: 

 
(a) Cheshire West and Chester Draft Community Assets Framework 

Consultation 
 
 The Principal Authority was undertaking a borough-wide review of its 

community assets and to support the review a draft framework had been 
developed and was being consulted upon. The draft framework set out the 
vision for its assets, supported by six principles, and criteria for reviewing 
assets. 

 
 The consultation was now live until Sunday, 25 February 2018. Members 

could review the background information and complete the questionnaire 
as the information was available at: 

 
 www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CommunityAssetsFramework 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that he would look further into this 

initiative and report on it at the next ordinary meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 5 February 2018. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to include this item of business on the agenda 

for the next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 5 
February 2018. 

 
(b) Willow Hey Drainage Issues 
 
 The Council noted that the meeting arranged for 15 December 2017 with 

Chris Matheson MP had been postponed until investigations have been 
completed in the spring, when hopefully the weather should have 
improved. Councillor Brian Crowe reported that it was his understanding 
that a scheme had been drawn up and a decision had been made on who 
would complete the work required and how payment for it would be split. 

 
 Members informed that they would like the postponed meeting to go 

ahead at the appropriate time. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the drainage issues continue to be monitored; 
 
(2) the postponed meeting be rearranged in due course; and 
 
(3) Chris Matheson MP be thanked for his help and intervention in respect 

of this problem. 

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/CommunityAssetsFramework
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(c) Older People’s Bungalows – Flooding 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that there was a flooding issue at the 

older people’s bungalows that backed onto Lodge Lane.  Sanctuary 
Housing had dealt with it as it had been a very dangerous situation and the 
switch board had been on fire. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Issues with the No. 15 Bus Service 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Blacon Councillors were now 

concerned about the situation with the buses.  They intended to have 
meetings with the operator and Councillor Crowe had accepted an 
invitation to attend as well. He would report back to the Parish Council on 
the proceedings of these meetings. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that it was his understanding that from today 

the No. 15 Arriva Bus would no longer go to Mold so the buses should now 
be on time. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the situation regarding the local buses will continue to be monitored.  

 
(e) The Opening of the New Children’s Play Area – Saturday, 24 March 2018 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that, at the request of Members, he had 

approached the Lord Mayor of Chester about the opening of the new 
Children’s Play Area.  The Lord Mayor, Councillor Razia Daniels had 
accepted the invitation to the opening as had Chris Matheson MP. 

 
(f) Trimming of Trees on the Green Area of Greenway 
 
 The Council was aware that the Clerk had approached Mrs Kay Parry, 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Place 
Operations about trimming the trees but there had not yet been any action 
in respect of the request. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the situation with the trees in Greenway will continue to be monitored 

and Councillor Brian Crowe will provide a report on the situation at the 
next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 5 February 
2018. 
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(g) Verges – Saughall Hey 
 
 Councillor PP Young informed that at his recent Parish Surgery, a resident 

had complained about the state of the verges at the junction of Church 
Road and Saughall Hey.  Approximately three years artificial turf had been 
put down on a small part of the verge as a tester, with a view to improving 
its appearance as Cheshire West and Chester Council had previously put 
down concrete on the verge. Apparently, it was no longer possible to 
obtain the glue required for sticking the turf down.  The verges were 
unsightly and residents were walking a mess into their houses. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be requested to look into the issues with the 

verges at the junction of Church Road and Saughall Hey and bring a 
report on the way forward to the next ordinary meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 5 February 2018. 

 
(h) 18 Hermitage Road – Overgrown Hedge 
 
 Councillor M Johnson reported that he was still receiving complaints about 

the overgrown hedge at 18 Hermitage Road. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be requested to discuss the situation with Mrs 

Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – 
Place Operations and bring a report to the next ordinary meeting of the 
Council scheduled for Monday, 5 February 2018. 

 
(i) Speeding Traffic 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that the Highways Working Group 

(Councillors A Bailey, H Jennings, M Johnson and Ms A Manning) that had 
been set up (Minute No. 108 (e) refers) to consider how to improve safety 
in Saughall by calming the traffic down had still not met with Mr Chris 
Burnham, who advised Cheshire West and Chester Council on traffic 
policing and Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Principal Engineer – Place Operations.  The Group intended to meet soon. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received and a report on the proceedings of the meeting 

be provided at the next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for 
Monday, 5 February 2018. 
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(j) Kingswood Lane and Fiddlers Lane 
 
 Further to Minute No. 108 (e), Kingswood Lane and Fiddlers Lane, 
 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar requested that it be recorded in the Minutes that 

Mrs Kay Parry – Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer 
– Place Operations be thanked for arranging for both roads to be swept 
free of mud. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a thank you to Mrs Parry be included in the Minutes for her prompt 

action in getting rid of the mud on both roads. 
 
142. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Notification of External Auditor Appointments for the 2017/18 Financial 
Year 

 
 The Council had received an email dated 17 November 2017 from Smaller 

Authorities Audit Appointments which set out the arrangements for the 
external audit of its accounts for the 2017/18 Financial Year and the 
Scales of Fees from 2017/18 to 2021/22. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the arrangements for the external audit of the Council’s accounts for 

the 2017/18 Financial Year and the Scales of Fees from 2017/18 to 
2021/22 be noted. 

 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 December 

2017 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 123 Connect (Hosting email)  118.80 103167 
 Massey and Harris 2,894.40 200001 
 (Swings delivered to Horticon Ltd)  
 Topwood Ltd (Plastic tote box and storage) 67.13 200002 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking including arrears) 108.65 200003 
 The Christmas Decorators 3,744.00 200004 
 (Installation of 25 garlands to columns) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 499.96 200005 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 48.62 200006 
 HM Revenue and Customs 1,191.72 200007 
 Mr G Hudspeth 112.80 200008 
 (Paid 123Connect’s invoice re the domain name) 



Page 148 

 Saughall Friday Club  50.00 200009 
 (Donation towards the Christmas Lunch) 
 Saughall Pre-School (One off grant) 4,000.00 200010 
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts had been received since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(e) Request for a donation 
 
 Mrs Gaynor Harris had emailed the Clerk on 7 December 2018 requesting 

that the Council make a donation towards the Saughall Friday Club’s 
Christmas Lunch. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Council will make a donation of £50 towards the Saughall Friday 

Club’s Christmas Lunch. 
 
(f) Saughall Pre-School Request for a Grant 
 
 Further to Minute No. 111 (a) of the meeting of the Council held on 6 

November 2017 when the Council had discussed a letter dated 17 October 
2017 from the Saughall Pre-School requesting a grant. The letter had 
informed that a contribution of £4,000 would stabilise its finances and 
provide a platform where it could work towards the sustainable provision of 
high quality education in the heart of the village. It had been agreed that a 
decision would be made on this request at the next meeting and, in the 
meantime, Councillor A Bailey was requested to look at the Saughall Pre-
school’s accounts.  

 
 At its last meeting on 4 December 2017 (Minute No. 135 (a) refers.) it had 

been agreed that the decision on whether to provide a grant to the 
Saughall Pre-School would be taken at this meeting and, in the meantime, 
Councillors A Bailey and B Kerr were requested to look at the Saughall 
Pre-school’s accounts. 

 
 Councillors A Bailey and B Kerr reported that the Saughall Pre-School was 

a business and registered charity that had been in existence for 50 years.  
The Pre-School was hoping for a one off grant of £4,000 to help it through 
the remainder of this Financial Year.  Then from September there would 
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be an increase in Government grant and a forecasted increase in pupil 
attendance. This, it was believed, would ensure that the Pre-School could 
break even. 

 
 Members noted that the Pre-School had 26 children on roll currently but 

that they all did not attend every session and they did not all live in 
Saughall. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that Government funding was not covering 

the costs and nurseries and pre-schools were not allowed to charge 
parents extra. He was of the view that the Council was being asked to 
subsidise free places. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman reminded Members that there were three 

businesses in the locality providing the same service as Saughall Pre-
School.  He believed that the Pre-School was a failing business and there 
was local successful competition. 

 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the Vernon Institute had reduced the 

Saughall Pre-School’s rent to £5.50 per hour as a temporary measure and 
it had undertaken to repay the difference by the summer.  

 
 After substantial deliberation it was 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council will provide a one off grant of £4,000 to financially assist 

the Saughall Pre-School. 
 
(g) Audit Training 
 
 The Clerk reported that the Cheshire Association of Local Council’s was 

running a ‘Year End and Internal Audit’ Training Session on Tuesday, 6 
February 2018 at a cost of £75 for the full day and that Councillor A Bailey 
and Mr D Glavin, the Internal Auditor had secured places on it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and a report on the proceedings of the training 

event be brought to the meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 9 
April 2018. 

 
143. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY  
 

(a) Newsletter Production 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the next edition of the Newsletter in 

February 2018 would be included in the Mollington and Saughall 
Handbook would set out the detail of the 2018/19 Budget.  Copy had to be 
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with the printers by 20 January 2018 and all contributions would be 
gratefully received. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(b) Notice Boards 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 It be agreed that Councillor A Warrington and the Clerk will discuss the 

Council’s exact notice board requirements and specifications before the 
Clerk sends an order to ‘the parish notice board company’ for the four 
boards that are required. 

 
(c) Social Media 
 
 Councillor M Johnson had previously informed the Council that someone 

had access to the Parish Council’s Twitter Account. Meal Deals at the 
Greyhound Inn were appearing on it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor PP Young be requested to ask Mrs Kathy Ford to delete 

the Council’s Twitter Account. 
 

144. VILLAGE AMENITIES AND AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Amenities 
 

• Seats/Benches for the Village 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business will no longer appear as a standard item on 

the Council’s agendas. 
 

• Defibrillator at the Co-op Store 
 
 The Council’s contribution of £1,000 had been provided in cheque form 

for the Community Heartbeat Trust in order to purchase the defibrillator 
to be located at the Co-op Stores.  (Minute No. 111 (a) refers.) 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he would obtain a progress report on 

the proposed training on and access to the defibrillator from the 
Manager of the Co-op Store. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 Councillor A Bailey be requested to provide a progress report at the 

next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 5 February 
2018. 

• Vernon Institute Building and Clock Tower 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the contractor had included a 

contingency of 10% so the bid to WREN had been re-done.  
Consequently, £6,095.26 was the Parish Council’s contribution, as the 
third party contributory.  The Vernon Institute Management Committee 
(VIMC) would find out whether or not the funding application had been 
successful by the end of February 2018.  If it was successful the 
refurbishment works may be carried out in July 2018, once the school 
had broken up for the summer as the road would need to be closed for 
approximately two weeks. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That if the VIMC’s funding application to Wren for a grant to carry out 

refurbishment works to the Vernon Institute Building and Clock Tower 
is successful, this Council, as the third party contributory, will now 
contribute £6,095.26. 

 
(b) Aesthetics 
 

• Proposal for Tubs of Flowers 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning reported that two tubs had been ordered and 

would be delivered on 15 January 2018. 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he would ask Dandy’s for advice on 

what to fill them with. The tubs would hold 750 kilos of potting compost. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 

• Christmas Lights 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the Christmas Lights were being 

taken down and stored away until next year. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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145. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Project to Re-develop the Park and Provide a New Children’s Play Area  
 
 It was reported that the notices had gone up on site informing that the 

Parish Council was responsible for the playground being upgraded so that 
local residents could see the notices as they went past and realise that the 
Council was doing things in the village.  It informed that the Children’s Play 
Area would be closed from Monday, 8 January 2018 for between 4 – 6 
weeks (weather depending) whilst work was carried out by Horticon Ltd to 
improve and update it.  This would include landscaping and drainage 
works and new wet pour play surfaces would be put down. New play 
equipment would then be installed which would be suitable for children up 
to the age of 11. 

 
 It was also reported that the proposed date for the official opening of the 

new Children’s Play Area would be Saturday, 24 March 2018 to which 
local dignitaries were being invited.  

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(b) Other Funding Sources 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That funding sources be considered again once the Council has set it’s 

2018/19 Budget. 
 
(c) Management Plan for the Park 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be deferred until the next ordinary meeting of the Council 

scheduled for Monday 5 February 2018 when Councillor Mrs JM Young is 
in attendance. 

 
(d) Maintenance 
 

(i) New Trees 
 
 It was reported that the new trees needed to be fenced off.  A quote, in 

the sum of £50, had been obtained to carry out this work. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the quote in the sum of £50 to carry out the fencing work required 

be accepted. 
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(ii) Grass Cutting Contract 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that he would make a report on the 

grass cutting contract to the next ordinary meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday. 5 February 2018 and then he would hold 
discussions with Mr Brian Huxley, the Chairman of Saughall Cricket 
Club. 

 
146. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY  
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 There was nothing to report on this item of business. 
 
(b) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that an Officer from Flintshire County 

Council’s Highways Department had informed him that the proposed link 
to the cycle track would be of significant use to those travelling between 
Sealand and Saughall and would reduce the safety risk. 

 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that he intended to open negotiation with 

Mr Mark Harris, Flintshire County Council’s Planning Officer.  In the light of 
the statement from the Highways Department, he was of the view that the 
do nothing option was no longer on the table because of the identified 
safety risk. 

 
 The cost of this initiative was of concern to the Parish Council but 

Councillor H Jennings believed that it would not be expected to pay for all 
of the work required but may be asked to make a financial contribution. 

 
 Some Members were of the view that as Flintshire County Council had 

accepted some liability and recognised the risk to safety, the Parish 
Council should be hesitant about making any financial contribution. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and a further report be brought to the next 

ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 5 February 2018. 
 
147. VILLAGE EVENTS  
 

(a) Parish Council Surgery on Saturday, 6 January 2018 at the Co-op Store  
 
 Councillor PP Young had presided over the Parish Council Surgery.  He 

reported that the following matters had been brought to his attention: 
 

• Poor mobile phone reception. 

• Saughall Hey junction with Church Road – lack of artificial turf. 
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• The hole in Seahill Road by the stable block. 

• Dangerous parking on the brow by Magna House on Seahill Road. 

• Dog Mess. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor PP Young be thanked for presiding over the Parish Council 
Surgery and for his report; and 

(2) the Clerk be requested to contact PC Rob Brown regarding the 
concerns raised about vehicles parking dangerously on the brow by 
Magna House, Seahill Road. 

 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery to be held from 10am to 11am on Saturday, 3 February 
2018, outside of the Co-op Store and bring a report on the proceedings to 
the next ordinary meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 5 
February 2018. 

 
(c) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Wednesday, 6 December 2017 
 
 It was reported that the Christmas Lights Switch-on event had gone well.  

Due to illness the Parish Council had been unable to carry out the planned 
consultation exercise at this event to ascertain parishioners’ views on 
traffic calming. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Scarecrow Competition - 2018 
 
 There was no update on the Scarecrow Competition as Councillor Mrs JM 

Young was not in attendance at the meeting. 
 
148. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Clerk had received an email on 19 December 2017 from Toni Abram 

about the Big Sunflower Project. She had asked if the Council would like 
some sunflower seeds. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Ms Abram be requested to ask the Saughall All Saints C of E Primary 

School if they would like some sunflower seeds if she had not already done 
so. 


