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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 6 November 2017 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox  
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor D Taylor-Pogue 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young (in the Chair) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 Mr Alan Dymond – Project Co-ordinator for the re-development of 

the Younger Children’s Play Area (Part) 
 Mr Dave Glavin – Internal Auditor 
 Mrs Kay Parry – Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 

Engineer – Place Operations (Part) 
 
103. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillors A Bailey and Mrs JM Young declared a personal and prejudicial 

interest in respect of Agenda Item No. 12(b) Village Amenities and Aesthetics 
– Vernon Institute Clock Tower by virtue of them both being Trustees of the 
Vernon Institute. 

 
104. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2 October 2017 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
105. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Application(s) 
 
 The Council’s observations on the following planning applications were 

agreed and the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester 
Council - the Planning Authority, of them: 
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(i) 17/04212/FUL 
Proposal: Rear extension. 
Location: 38 Darlington Crescent, Saughall. 

 
  ‘No objections.’ 
 
 It was noted that the following two planning applications would be 

considered by the Planning Authority on 7 November 2017 and that 
they were both recommended for approval: 

 
(ii) 17/02549/FUL 

Proposal: Conversion of existing buildings to form three dwellings. 
Location: The Kennels, Little Creek Kennels, Kingswood Lane, 

Saughall. 
 
(iii) 17/02885/FUL 

Proposal: Construction of replacement building for storage use. 
Location: Land at Kingswood Lane, Saughall.  

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the outcomes of the following planning applications submitted to the 

planning authority, be noted: 
 

(i)  17/03619/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear/side extension. 
Location: Ash Lea, 5 Aspen Grove, Saughall. 
 

  ‘Approval.’ 
 
(ii)  17/03741/FUL 

Proposal: Removal of existing boarding kennels and construction of 
two dwellings. 

Location: Levens Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 

  ‘Withdrawn.’ 
 
(c) Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Parish Forum at 6:30pm on 

Tuesday, 3 October 2017 at HQ, Chester 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that Members had been informed at this 

event that the Planning Authority was developing a new website to track 
planning applications.  It would be in operation from April 2018 and was 
expected to be an improvement on what Cheshire West and Chester 
Council had currently. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Planning Training Course – January 2018 in Knutsford 
 
 It was reported that Councillor A Warrington had secured a place on this 

training course and Councillor H Jennings was on the reserve list. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
106. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason was not in attendance at the meeting. 
 
 Councillor M Johnson provided copies of a Saughall Police Newsletter that 

detailed incidents/crimes committed in the village between 5 September 
and 4 November 2017.  The Newsletter also included details of local 
issues and events. 

 
 Councillor Johnson drew attention to concerns about speeding traffic in the 

village and consulted on the Community Speed Watch which was a 
national initiative where members of local communities joined forces with 
the Police to monitor the speeds of vehicles using speed indicator devices.  
Those that were found to be speeding would be reported to the Police.  
The aim was to educate drivers to reduce their speeds.  In some cases 
where education was blatantly ignored and evidence of repeat excessive 
offences was collated, enforcement and prosecution followed. 

 
 Members expressed their willingness to take this forward.  They had been 

involved in similar initiatives in the past and had previously undergone the 
necessary training. 

 
 Councillor M Johnson reported that there had been a number of incidents 

of people being aggressive on the door step as they attempted to sell fish. 
He urged anyone who had experienced this sort of incident to report it to 
the Police 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the content of Saughall Police Newsletter be noted; 
 
(2) the report be received; and 
 
(3) it be noted that this Council is interested in being involved with the 

latest Community Speed Watch initiative. 
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(b) Letter to Chief Inspector Michael Evans 
 
 Members had received a copy of a letter that the Clerk had written, at the 

Council’s request, to Chief Inspector Evans thanking him for the actions he 
had taken over the summer to make Saughall’s Woods safe again. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Clerk’s letter to Inspector Michael Evans be noted. 
 
(c) Meeting with Town and Parish Council Representatives 
 
 The Council received a letter dated 13 October 2017 from the Police and 

Crime Commissioner inviting Members to attend a meeting to be held at 
6:30pm on Tuesday, 21 November 2017 in the Civic Suite in the Civic Hall 
in Ellesmere Port. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to book places for this event for Councillors M 

Johnson, Mrs JE Storrar, D Taylor-Pogue and A Warrington. 
 
(d) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had met with PC Rob Brown and it 

had been established that there were still 70 Operation Shield kits left.  
Any ideas on how to use these would be discussed with PC Brown when 
he was able to attend a Council meeting.  

 
(e) Home Watch 
 
 There was no report on this item of business. 
 
(f) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had not yet received the cheque of £514, the cost of new gate for 
the Golden Jubilee Park which the Council had agreed to provide at its last 
meeting. The Clerk reported that she would receive it at the end of this 
meeting once it had been signed. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be received. 
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107. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Project to Re-develop the Park and Provide a New Children’s Play Area  
 
 Mr Alan Dymond reported that a total of six landscape contractors had 

been invited to tender for the work required.  Four had returned tenders 
but two had considered that they had neither the time nor capacity to 
complete the works in the initial timescale that had been laid down.  

 
 Mr Dymond also informed that once public notices had been posted about 

the tendering exercise, he had received a large number of emails and 
telephone calls of enquiry from play manufacturers but once it became 
clear this was not a design and build scheme they had lost interest. 

 
 The tenders were opened by the Clerk on 2 November 2017 and were as 

follows: 
 

 Horticon Ltd    £35,010 
 

 Groundworks Northwest  £36,070 
 

 Playsafe Playgrounds  £47,698 
 

 AMG Sports and Leisure  £52,568 
 
 Mr Dymond had evaluated the tenders and Members noted that Horticon 

had the lowest price in five sections of the tender and that Playsafe 
Playgrounds had the highest price in five sections of the tender. Additional 
extras needed to be included e.g. overlay of the existing wet pour of the 
SMP Multi-play Unit and in the case of Groundworks Northwest, an 
additional amount for a small new pathway from the gate to the new 
bitmac surface.  The revised prices were as follows: 

 

 Horticon Ltd    £35,010 + £2,500 = £37,510 
 

 Groundworks Northwest  £36,070 + £1,800 = £38,370 
 
 Mr Dymond informed that awarding the contract to Horticon Ltd with or 

without the overlay on the existing SMP Multi-play Unit was the Council’s 
cheapest option, either by £1,060 without the overlay or £860 with the 
overlay.  Therefore, his RECOMMENDATION was to award the contract 
for the works to Horticon Ltd. 

 
 RESOLVED (unanimously): That 
 

(1) Horticon Ltd be selected as the Council’s preferred tenderer;  
 
(2) Mr A Dymond be authorised to attempt to negotiate further with 

Horticon Ltd in respect of the extra overlay etc., confirm the 
commencement and finishing dates of the scheme, arrange a Pre-
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Contract Meeting with the preferred tenderer and report back on all of 
this to the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 4 
December 2017; 

 
(3) Councillors who are Members of the Field Inspection Group be 

requested to attend the Pre-Contract Meeting at (2) above; and  
 
(4) the Council’s insurance cover be reviewed in the light of the 

refurbishment of the Younger Children’s Play Area, at the appropriate 
time. 

 
(b) Perimeter Path 
 
 The Council considered its options in relation to the proposal to provide a 

perimeter path around the Golden Jubilee Park.  It considered various 
materials, size, maintenance and associated costs. 

 
 Members were aware that the route had been measured and was found to 

be 540 metres in length and that the Council may be able to attract 
external funding to assist this project. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reinstatement of the perimeter path around the Golden Jubilee 

Park be reconsidered when the Council sets it’s 2018/19 Budget. 
 
(c) Management Plan for the Park 
  
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that some progress had been made.  

The Plan would cover the twelve calendar months. 
  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(d) Maintenance 
 

(i) Report of the Field Inspection Group 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Police had made a home 

visit to one of the youngsters, who had been responsible for the recent 
vandalism. 

 
 All of the spring bulbs had now been planted and it was recommended 

that some trees be pruned. 
 
 Some of the residents on Long Lane were depositing unwanted 

material into the Golden Jubilee Park.  Councillor Mrs Young informed 
that if the Council agreed to send letters to these residents asking them 
not to do this, she would deliver them. 
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 Councillor Mrs Young recommended the Council to arrange for the 
path to the rear of the ponds to be cleared as it was now too narrow for 
the tractor to access. 

 
 The Council noted that there was now a problem with the grass 

cuttings and Councillor Mrs Young asked if a refuse bin could be 
provided for them. 

 
 There were a number of weeds growing on the Multi-Use Play Area 

and on other items and they would benefit from being sprayed with 
weed killer.  Thistle Tex had been proposed but a licence would be 
required to do this. 

 
 The free trees provided by the Woodlands Trust had been delivered 

and Councillor Mrs Young sought Members’ help to plant them, as 
soon as possible, in the Golden Jubilee Park. Some help had been 
promised from Quest and the Council was recommended to provide the 
three men it was sending to assist, along with any other helpers with 
refreshments (Ploughmen’s Lunches).   

 
 Compost was recommended to help trees in the hedgerow to flourish. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report and the 
recommendations detailed within it be agreed;  

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to draft a letter asking the residents of Long 

Lane not to deposit their rubbish on the Golden Jubilee Park and 
provide Councillor Mrs JM Young with 15 copies; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to investigate what kind of receptacle can be 

procured to put the grass cuttings in. 
 
(iii)  Dog Fouling 
 
 The dog fouling situation in the Golden Jubilee Park had improved. 

Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a bio-degradable spray would 
continue to be deployed in an attempt to shame the offenders. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(iv) Quotations 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she did not know yet how much 

the farmer would charge to disturb the ground. 
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(v) Grass Cutting Contract 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he would provide Mr Brian Huxley 

with the draft Grass Cutting Contract this month. 
 
108.  CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe closely monitored the following issues that concerned 

Saughall and provided his assistance as Ward Member, where it was needed: 
 
(a) No 15 Bus Service 
 
 It appeared that the circumstances changed from month to month. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that the 15A Service had been disrupted by 

works in Liverpool Road.  It had been running forty minutes late but that 
could not be helped. 

 
 The bus that went to Mold was always late and people must be 

encouraged to report this at the kiosk in the Bus Station.   
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Bus Service will continue to be monitored until the problems 

identified are resolved. 
 
(b) Willow Hey Drainage Issues 
 
 The Council was aware that Christian Matheson MP had called a follow up 

meeting for residents, Parish Councillors, representatives of the Principal 
Authority, Morris Homes and Welsh Water at 10am on Friday, 15 
December 2017 in the Small Hall at the Vernon Institute to discuss the 
drainage issues further and Councillor Brian Crowe was hopeful that a 
solution would be found. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the arrangements in respect of the meeting with by Christian 

Matheson MP be noted and a report on its proceedings be provided at the 
next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 4 December 2017. 

 
(c) Trimming of the Trees on the Green Area in Greenway 
 
 It was noted that the trees had still not been trimmed. Councillor Brian 

Crowe agreed again to contact Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Principal Engineer – Place Operations to ascertain progress on 
this issue. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be requested to report on this issue at the 

next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 4 December 2017. 
 
(d) Hedge at 18 Hermitage Road 
 
 Kieran Collins, Highways Commissioner – Place Operations at Cheshire 

West and Chester Council had informed that he had visited the site and 
asked his staff to contact the owner to explain the Council’s position.  He 
understood that some cutting back of the hedge had been undertaken 
recently but more was necessary. 

 
 Mr Collins also informed that he was discussing what action could be 

taken with his Council’s Data Protection Officer and was in contact with the 
resident. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the situation be noted and the hedge continue to be monitored. 
 
(e) Saughall Highways Issues 

 

 Church Road – One Way Proposal 
 
 The Clerk had received emails from concerned residents about this 

proposal put forward by the Saughall Residents Association. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to respond to the emails informing the 

residents that the Council has nothing to do with this particular activist 
and does not support the ideas it has put forward. Members are 
concerned about the volume and speed of traffic going through the 
village and are working with Officers of Cheshire West and Chester 
Council to look at how this can be reduced. 

 

 Kingswood Lane and Fiddlers Lane 
 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar informed that there had been mud on both 

Lanes.  She had contacted Mrs Kay Parry – Cheshire West and 
Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Place Operations who had 
arranged for them both to be swept. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
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 Speeding Traffic on Hermitage Road 
 
 The Council had received a copy of the data produced by the traffic 

census device in Hermitage Road for a seven day period from 13 to 20 
September 2017. 

 
 This data had been requested by the Parish Council in order to aid its 

discussion over the perceived increased traffic flow on Hermitage Road 
due to the average speed traffic cameras newly installed by Flintshire 
County Council on Sealand Road. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had compared the data with data 

from a similar traffic count carried out in September 2015 and found 
there to be a slight decrease in volume over the period.   

 
 However, Mrs Kay Parry Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Principal Engineer – Place Operations had confirmed that according to 
her data there had in fact been a slight increase of 2.4% (53 vehicles) 
northbound towards Saughall, an increase of 4.6% (105) vehicles) 
southbound and no change in average speeds. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey proposed that the Council await the results of the 

Long Lane survey and then arrange a meeting with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council’s Highways Officers in order to explore ways in which 
the Parish Council could influence the speed and volume of traffic 
through the village. 

 
 Mrs Kay Parry reported that following the Parish Council raising 

concerns with the Police over the speed of traffic in the village, 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highways Officers had been 
looking at the possibility of locating the camera van on Hermitage 
Road.  The most appropriate location had been identified as ‘The Peg’ 
bus stop lay-by, just before the bend, prior to The Ridings, heading into 
the village. 

 
 However, this proposal would require bay marking and associated 

signage to ensure the area was kept clear for the camera van.  Mrs 
Parry informed that there were two possible options: 

 

 Option A 
 
 Retain the bus stop marking but shorten it to 12 metres. 
 

 Option B 
 
 Remove the bus stop marking and place a white H-bar marking 

across the field access. 
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 Members were aware that residents from nearby houses used this area 
to park in and also that in the past vehicles had caused an obstruction 
and this needed to be avoided going forward. 

 
 The removal of the bus stop marking was not considered a problem as 

the bus would simply continue to stop where it was considered 
appropriate, as it did now as it did not, as a rule, access the bus stop 
bay.  A hatched area in front of the bay would prevent vehicles from 
parking there and ensure visibility of the camera was not obstructed 
and that the van was not clearly visible to oncoming traffic. 

 
 Members noted that the 30mph speed limit repeater signs would be 

removed at the request of the Police as they did not consider they 
should be there as there was street lighting.  Signs would be installed 
to advise of the camera van being in use. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) Mrs Kay Parry be informed that this Council prefers Option A in 

respect of the location of the camera van on Hermitage Road; and 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to email Mrs Parry to confirm the decision at 

(2) above and to request that she: 
 

(a) consults the local residents about this proposal; and 
 
(b) provides the results of the Lone Lane survey and informs what 

the data would look like on a road that is seen to be safe e.g. 
one of the roads in Blacon that has traffic calming, so we can 
make a comparison.  

 

 Request for a Meeting with Highways Officers 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he was encouraged by the Cheshire 

West and Chester Council/Police initiative to place a permanent speed 
safety camera van site at The Peg on Hermitage Road with 
accompanying signage.  This would alter the driving habits of motorists 
as they would not know when the van would be in situ.  It would not, 
however, affect the speed of vehicles in the hours of darkness as the 
equipment could only be used during daylight.  It was a welcome 
addition to the Council’s speed reduction targets. 

 
 It was proposed that the way forward was that a proactive Highways 

Working Group be established to consider issues regularly brought to 
the Council’s attention by its parishioners and to look at possible 
options etc. to discuss with Officers from the Highways Authority. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) a Highways Working Group be established; 
 
(2) Councillors A Bailey, H Jennings, M Johnson and Ms A Manning be 

requested to sit on the Working Group at (1) above; and 
 
(3) the Working Group at (1) above be requested to provide a report of 

its discussions at the next meeting of the Council scheduled for 
Monday, 4 December 2017. 

 
109. RESIDENT’S PROPOSALS ON HOW THE COUNCIL COULD SPEND ITS 

MONEY 
 
 At the September meeting of the Council a petition had been presented by a 

resident of Saughall against the Council’s decision to provide more Christmas 
Lights in the village for the next three Christmases.  It had included the 
following suggestions put forward by residents that the Council could decide 
to fund: 

 

 A Youth Worker 

 More litter picking in the Golden Jubilee Park 

 More litter bins for the village and the Park 

 Speed cameras for Long Lane/Hermitage Road 

 CCTV in the Park and at other “trouble hotspots” 

 Upgrade the damaged bus shelter 

 Plant more bulbs and wild flowers in the village 

 Provide more benches around the village 
 
 Other proposals that the Council could fund that had also been put forward: 
 

 Provision for skate boarders 

 Facilities for teenagers 

 A shelter 

 Dog mess 

 Assisting the Pre School 
 
 Members were aware that some of the suggestions had already been agreed 

e.g. more bulbs and benches. 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council will give consideration to the above list of suggestions that 

has been provided on what it could decide to fund, at its Budget Council 
meeting scheduled for Monday, 15 January 2018. 
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110. NEGLECTED LITTLE SAUGHALL 
 
 The Council was monitoring progress being made following the letter that had 

been received on 12 September 2017 from Mrs Bea Summers about the 
Saughall approach from Blacon. Since the last Council meeting there had 
been an email exchange between the Clerk and Mrs Summer and Members 
noted the content of this. 

 
 The Clerk had been in touch with Mr Mike Bell about the current state of Pear 

Tree Farm.  Mr Bell had informed that Bells now had planning permission for 
commercial storage on the Farm and they had to remove the hedge and take 
down some of the buildings to provide the visibility splay to implement the 
planning and so they could start operating from there.  It had been leased to 
My Yard Space and they were trying to let it to the public but were finding this 
difficult because of the planning restrictions and the condition of some of the 
buildings.  In the meantime they were using it themselves for storage 
purposes. 

 
 Mr Bell also informed that Bells would try and tidy the Farm up along the road 

and make it more secure. 
 
 The hedge belonging to Mr H Warrington of Poplars Farm was so overgrown 

that people now had to step out onto the road to get passed.  This was very 
dangerous for those concerned. 
  

 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the progress made so far be noted; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write to Mr H Warrington and ask him to please 

make arrangements to cut his dangerous hedges back as a matter of 
urgency. 

 
111. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 October 2017 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 Chester Handbooks Ltd (Newsletter)  318.00 103147 
 Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 514.00 103148 
 (New Gate for Golden Jubilee Park) 
 RBL Poppy Appeal (Two wreaths) 34.00 103149 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 240.00 103150 
 (Finance Workshop for four Members) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 499.96 103151 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 56.38 103152 
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 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 72.00 103153 
 Mrs JM Young (Float for Remembrance Sunday) 50.00 103154 
 Community Heartbeat Trust (Defibrillator) 1000.00 103155 
 
 Public Works Loan Board direct debit - £943.14 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts had been received since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(d) Withdrawal of Safe Keeping Service 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that safe keeping for the Council’s 

important documents had been found in Malpas.  It was with a company 
called Topwood at a cost of £42 per annum and the Clerk and him would 
make the necessary arrangements for them to be collected and stored. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(e) Local Council Finance & Introduction to VAT – Monday, 6 November 2017 
 
 It was reported that this training course had been cancelled at very short 

notice but alternative dates for training where being provided. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(f) Saughall Pre-school – Request for a Grant 
 
 The Council had received a letter dated 17 October 2017 requesting a 

grant. It informed that a contribution of £4,000 would stabilise its finances 
and provide a platform where it could work towards the sustainable 
provision of high quality education in the heart of the village. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a decision be made on this request at the next meeting and in the 

meantime Councillor A Bailey be requested to look at the Saughall Pre-
school’s accounts. 

 
(g) Saughall Rose Queen Parade 
 
 Members informed that they had been approached by members of All 

Saints Church who had asked whether the Parish Council would pay for 
the road closure during the Rose Queen Parade next year.  It was 
expected to cost approximately £350 to £400. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey declared a personal interest in this item of business by 

virtue of him being the All Saints Church’s Treasurer.  He informed this 
had not been mentioned to him and that the last road closure had cost 
£550. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a formal request for the Council to pay for the road closure during the 

Rose Queen Parade be considered at the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 4 December 2017. 

 
(h) Refreshments on Remembrance Sunday 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young asked if the Council would consider providing 

her with a cash float so that she could arrange for refreshments on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be provided with a cash float of £50 to 

purchase the refreshments on Remembrance Sunday. 
 
112. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 
 
 Members had received a revised copy of the Council’s Business Plan as an 

attachment to their agendas following the latest review. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the revised copy of the Business Plan be agreed and posted on the 
Council’s website; and 

 
(2) the Council’s revised Business Plan Action Plan be the subject of an 

agenda item for the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 4 
December 2017. 
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113. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY  
 
 The Communications Working Group had met on 25 October 2017 and had 

discussed the following issues. 
 

(a) Newsletter Production 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had received both positive and 

negative feedback in respect of the new approach to and format of the 
Parish Council’s Newsletter.  The next edition would be included in the 
Mollington and Saughall Handbook in February 2017 and would include 
the detail of the 2018/19 Budget.  Also, to be included were the dates of 
Parish Council Surgeries, Virgin Media’s progress through the village, 
feedback on Remembrance Sunday and the Christmas Lights Switch-on, 
flooding issues in Willow Hey and the results of traffic surveys. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(b) Parish Council Website 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the Communications Working Group 

would like to have full access to the website so that it could publish items 
on the website and make updates when necessary. It was also proposed 
that more recent photographs of Members replace those already on the 
website. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to arrange full access for Councillor A Bailey to 

the website. 
 
(c) Notice Boards 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that the Council required four new notice 

boards.  He had received a quotation in the sum of £1,525 plus vat for 
these from the Parish Notice Board Company.   Three wall mounted notice 
boards were required for outside the Vernon Institute and the Co-op 
Stores and one free standing notice board was needed for the Golden 
Jubilee Park. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the quote in the sum £1,500 for four noticeboards be accepted and 

they be ordered as soon as possible. 
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(d) Social Media 
 
 It was reported that there were already three community Facebook pages 

in the village so it was not considered necessary for the Parish Council to 
have its own. 

 
 Councillor Ms A Manning was happy to continue to monitor and update the 

Village Facebook pages. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the position be noted. 

 
114. VILLAGE AMENITIES AND AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Amenities 
 

 Seats/Benches for the Village 
 
 The Council was awaiting the refurbishment works to the Younger 

Children’s Play Area.  Once these had been completed Mr Charles 
McIlwrick would be invited to propose where to locate his bench in 
memory of his late wife. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

 Defibrillator at the Co-op Store 
 
 The Council’s contribution of £1,000 had been provided in cheque form 

for the Community Heartbeat Trust in order to purchase the defibrillator 
to be located at the Co-op Stores.  (Minute No. 111 (a) refers.) 

 

 Vernon Institute Clock Tower 
 
 The Council considered the current state of the clock tower/war 

memorial and the need for refurbishment, including rendering repair 
works and painting to be carried out to the outside of the building.  It 
also noted that the Vernon Institute Management Committee (VIMC) 
wanted to carry out similar repairs to the Vernon Institute building. 

 
 The works needed would be costly and would require external funding 

contributions. The VIMC had identified WREN as a possible funding 
source and intended to prepare a bid for submission. 

 
 The Vernon Institute was in the centre of the conservation area and 

was used for lots of village activities.  Therefore, it was proposed that 
the Parish Council support the grant application, act as the third party 
guarantor and send a letter of support to the VIMC. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) this Council is in support of the funding application to be submitted 
to WREN by the VIMC in respect of repair works to the Vernon 
Institute building and clock tower and agrees to act as the third 
party guarantor; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write a letter in support of the funding 

application and send it to the Chair of the VIMC as soon as 
possible.  

 
(b) Aesthetics 
 

 Footpath Map Refurbishment 
 
  Councillor A Bailey reported that Mr Peter Bond was unable to help 

with this project as he no longer held the information on the public 
footpaths used to create the footpath map.  This meant that the Council 
would need to start from scratch to collate the necessary data. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be removed from the agenda for the time 

being. 
 

 Proposal for Tubs of Flowers 
 
 The Council now had the licence drawn up by Cheshire West and 

Chester Council in order to place the tubs of flowers on verges etc. 
around the village, for signing and return. 

 
 Councillor Ms A Manning reported on quotations she had obtained for 

the flowers. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the licence be signed and returned to Mrs Kay Parry –  Cheshire 
West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Place Operations; 
and 

 
(2) funding up to £1,600 be allocated for the tubs of flowers. 

 

 Christmas Lights 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the Christmas Lights were in the 

process of being put up on lamp posts. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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115. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY  
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 There was nothing to report on this item of business. 
 
(b) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 
 Members considered an email from Mr N Dring on behalf of High Grove 

Residents raising concerns about a possible access to the Greenway from 
Seahill Road. 

 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he was waiting for the details of 

preliminary planning application to come back from Flintshire County 
Council. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to write to Mr Dring thanking him for his email 
and informing him that the Council will discuss it in due course; and 

 
(2) Councillor Jennings update on the proposal be noted. 

 
116. VILLAGE EVENTS  

 
(a) Parish Council Surgeries on Saturday, 4 November 2017 at both the Co-

op Store and Vernon Institute  
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning reported the following matters that had arisen at 

her and Councillor H Jennings’ Parish Council Surgeries as follows: 
 

 Concerns about children crossing to the playing fields over Long Lane 
when there is traffic speeding at 40mph. 

 A lady who has lived in the village for about 40 years informed that she 
is very happy.  

 Dog dirt. 

 Village has never looked so untidy – used to win prizes for the Best 
Kept Village. 

 Weeds, grass not cared for (cut but grass not picked up) – compare 
this with Saxon Way in Blacon. 

 Where are the road sweepers? 

 Who empties the grids? 

 The money spent on sorting out the floods wasn’t used properly. 

 Farmers selling up. 

 No natural ditches or farmers to clean them up. 

 Cars on pavements – people in electric wheelchair are caused 
problems. 
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 Concerns about the surgery moving to City Walls and having to pay 
£20 for a round trip in a taxi. 

 Very unhappy about the mobile signal. 

 Unhappiness about the garage and the cars on Church Road, 
unhappiness about parking for the school and claims that the Parish 
Council agreed that the Co-op Store’s carpark would serve as a school 
carpark (apparently it’s in the Minutes). 

 Belief that a lot of the speeding along Hermitage Road is caused by the 
local people. 

 Concerns about the land next to the Lodge Lane development – 
wanted to know if there was news on this as concerns about the 
flooding implications of any new houses. 

 Concerns about the cost of the road closure for the Rose Queen 
Parade – it was tried without one this year and was a disaster! 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors Ms A Manning and H Jennings be thanked for presiding 

over the Parish Council Surgery and for their report. 
 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors D Taylor-Pogue and A Warrington be requested to 

preside over the next Parish Council Surgery to be held from 10am to 
11am on Saturday, 2 December 2017, outside of the Co-op Store and 
bring a report on the proceedings to the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 

 
(c) Remembrance Sunday, 12 November 2017 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that all arrangements had been made 

for this event.  There would be a bugler in attendance, the Police would be 
there, parking had been arranged and the children had been practising for 
it. 

 
 Councillor D Taylor-Pogue reported that the Ex-Servicemen were unhappy 

that Saughall’s Remembrance Sunday Service was being held at 2pm in 
the afternoon.  They saw this as an insult.  They were of the view that the 
Service should be held at the War Memorial at 11am. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he intended to paint the background 

of the plaque before Remembrance Sunday as it needed to be smartened 
up. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for making the arrangements 

for Remembrance Sunday. 
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(d) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Wednesday, 6 December 2017 
 
 The Clerk informed that she had been asked by the Vernon Institute’s 

Secretary, Ms Rachel Lowe if the Council would like a stall at the event at 
a cost of £5.  She had agreed to this. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk’s decision to take a stall at the Christmas Market at a cost 

of £5 be endorsed. 
 
(e) Scarecrow Competition - 2018 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that a £1000 grant had been secured 

to assist this initiative.  Entry forms for the competition would be available 
from January 2018 and the entry fee would be £1. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 

 
117. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

(a) Museums, Exhibitions & Events – October 2017 – January 2018. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the content of this booklet be noted: 
 
(b) The Greyhound Inn’s Firework Display 
 
 An email had been received from Ms Anastasia Dunne about the traffic 

chaos in the village that had ensued as a result of the local pub’s firework 
display on 5 November 2017.  She was of the view that no thought had 
been given to traffic control, the need for extra parking provision required 
or public safety and as a consequence the village was gridlocked.  
Members agreed that this had been very dangerous and if there had been 
an emergency, the Emergency Services would not have been able to 
access Saughall. 

 
 The Greyhound Inn’s Firework Display had created a highly dangerous 

situation for the public in general and for Saughall residents and 
businesses. 

 
 Councillor M Johnson informed that he had taken the issues up with 

Cheshire West and Chester Council who had responded that fireworks 
were not a licensable activity.  Whilst very annoying for the residents of 
the village and others affected, the event and the intrusion was not a 
continual issue and as such, Cheshire West and Chester Council would 
have very little scope to take any action (at least in the first instance) other 
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than that which it had already undertaken; by writing to the premises 
licence holder and designated premises supervisor.  They had been 
asked that they manage any similar future events better in the future and 
that this be extended to include parking provision. 

 
 Councillor Johnson also informed that he had spoken to PC Rob Brown 

about what had happened in the village on 5 November 2017 and the 
significant health and safety issues that had arisen and he had agreed to 
discuss the situation with the Police Licensing Department. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the content of Ms Anastasia Dunne’s email be noted; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to reply to Ms Dunne thanking her for her email, 

informing her that the Parish Council is very sorry that she had such a 
bad experience on her visit to Saughall and that this gridlock situation 
is being followed up with Cheshire Police and Cheshire West and 
Chester Council, as it must not be allowed to happen again. 

 
(c) Saughall Craft and Chat Group 
 
 Mrs Sue Harris had emailed the Clerk on 4 November 2017 with the views 

of 20 members of the Craft and Chat Group on various Parish Council 
initiatives, proposals etc. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to reply to Mrs Harris thanking her for her 

email and informing her that the Council intends to consider it at its next 
meeting scheduled for 4 December 2017. 

 


