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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 2 October 2017 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox  
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor D Taylor-Pogue 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young (in the Chair) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 
85. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Bailey. 
 
86. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
87. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 4 September 2017 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
88. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The Council’s observations on the following planning applications were 

agreed and the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester 
Council - the Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 17/03619/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear/side extension. 
Location: Ash Lea, 5 Aspen Grove, Saughall. 

 
  ‘No objections.’ 
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(ii) 17/03741/FUL 
Proposal: Removal of existing boarding kennels and construction of 

two dwellings. 
Location: Levens Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 

 
 ‘This Parish Council objects to this planning application.  It considers 

that there are no special circumstances that would warrant building the 
proposed dwellings in the Greenbelt.’ 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decision, made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i)  17/03741/FUL 
Proposal: First floor extension and alterations to the rear. 
Location: Rosedale Cottage, 1 Green Lane, Saughall. 
 

  ‘Refusal.’ 
 
(c) Planning Appeal 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following appeal against the planning authority’s decision to 

refuse the planning application be noted: 
 

(i) 17/00057/REF 
Proposal: Storage container and link to existing shop and timber 

fencing (Retrospective). 
Location: Red Ensign Service Station, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 

 
(d) Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Parish Forum at 6:30pm on 

Tuesday, 3 October 2017 at HQ, Chester 
 
 It was noted that Councillors M Johnson, Mrs JE Storrar, and PP Young 

would be attending this meeting and would report back on its proceedings 
at the Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 

 
89. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) PCSO Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason was not in attendance at the meeting. 
 
 Councillor M Johnson informed the Council that he had been approached 

by people who walked in the woods.  They had been full of compliments in 
respect of the Police action which had involved regular patrols of the 
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problem areas throughout the summer. Local people who used the woods 
were very appreciative.  They had noticed the Police presence, were 
happy with it and felt safe as a result. 

 
 Councillor M Johnson reported that he had seen and had informed the 

Police about youths causing problems along the lane running down the 
side of the Grey Hound Inn and then into the grounds of Shotwick House.  
At least two sheds had been entered overnight in the allotments which 
were off this lane. Nothing has been stolen but damage had been caused. 
Councillor Johnson was unsure whether the owner would report the matter 
to the Police as he had been informed that he had shrugged his shoulders 
when asked by another person if he would do so. 

 
 More worryingly, Councillor Johnson reported that a large apple tree had 

been virtually stripped of its apples.  They had not been stolen but hacked 
to bits with what had obviously been a large bladed implement. They were 
large apples and had been cleanly sliced apart. They were then thrown all 
over the allotments. Someone was roaming around with a large blade in 
this area.  Councillor Johnson informed that he was not sure if any other 
sheds had been broken into. 

 
 Councillor Johnson also reported that recently he and a friend had stood in 

the field near to the gate which was just before the allotments, when a 
group of youths aged around 13 - 15 years old accompanied by an elder 
youth on a bike came along the lane to the gateway, saw them and turned 
back towards the Greyhound Inn. He regarded that as suspicious.  A 
similar group of youths, minus the cyclist, had been seen later sitting on 
the wall nearly opposite to the gate to the allotments. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar reported that there had been a burglary at a 

property in Fiddlers Lane, where jewellery had been taken.  The owner 
had not been able to thank the Police enough for their help and support. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports from Members be received; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to write a letter of thanks to Chief Inspector 

Michael Evans for all the Police attention the woods have received 
during the summer months. 

 
(b) Operation Shield 
 
 There was no report on this item of business. 
 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 There was no report on this item of business. 
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(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had made a £250 loss on the Summer Play Scheme.  However, 
they would recoup this through fund raising. 

 
 Councillor Young also informed that the Team had arranged for the new 

gate to be put on the Golden Jubilee Park at a total cost of £514.  
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 
 (1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report; and 
 

(2) the Council will reimburse the Saughall Neighbourhood Management 
Team for the cost of the gate which is in the sum of £514. 

 
90.  CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported on the following issues that concerned 

Saughall: 
 
(a) Willow Hey Drainage Issues 
 
 The Council was aware that Christian Matheson MP had called a meeting 

for residents, Parish Councillors, representatives of the Principal Authority, 
Morris Homes and Welsh Water for 10am on Friday, 6 October 2017 in the 
Small Hall at the Vernon Institute to discuss and hopefully formulate a 
plan, to bring these matters to a satisfactory conclusion for all concerned, 
as soon as possible. 

 
 Members noted that Paul Mosscrop, Projects Director at Morris Homes 

would be attending the meeting as were representatives of Cheshire West 
and Chester Council’s Highways and Planning Departments and 
representatives from Welsh Water. 

 
 Councillor Crowe would also be in attendance at this meeting and was 

hopeful that the Chief Executive of the Principal Authority, Gerald Meehan 
would have a change of heart. 

 
 It was noted that the MP was arranging for residents to receive a leaflet to 

inform them about the meeting that was scheduled to take place. 
 
 It had already been agreed that Councillors DF Holman, Mrs JE Storrar, A 

Warrington, Mrs JM Young and PP Young would represent the Council at 
this meeting and report its proceedings to its next meeting scheduled for 6 
November 2017. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the arrangements in respect of the meeting being arranged by 

Christian Matheson be noted. 
 
(b) Issues with the No. 15 Bus Service 
 
 Members reported a slight improvement in respect of this Bus Service. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the performance of the No. 15 Bus Service will continue to be 

monitored at Council meetings. 
 
(c) Trimming of the Trees on the Green Area in Greenway 
 
 It was noted that the trees had still not been trimmed. Councillor Brian 

Crowe agreed to contact Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Principal Engineer – Place Operations to ascertain progress on 
this issue. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be requested to report on this issue at the 

next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 
 
(d) Saughall Highway Issues 
 

(i) 18 Hermitage Road 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council had informed that it had served 

notice on the residents with regard to the overhanging hedge at 18 
Hermitage Road.  This should be followed up if action was not taken. It 
was noted that four months after this issue had first been raised at a 
Council meeting the hedge continued to grow and was now three feet 
over the property’s boundary.  

 
 Councillor M Johnson informed that he had contacted Mrs Kay Parry, 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Place 
Operations but all he was able to ascertain following an email 
exchange was that ‘Further action has been taken and is being 
followed up.’ 

 
 The Council had regard to the email exchange and Councillor Johnson 

expressed his frustration and concerns over the perceived inaction by 
the Principal Authority and its poor communications over the current 
situation with the overhanging hedge.  The hedge needed to be cut 
right back to the boundary of the property because people had to step 
out onto the road to get passed and this was extremely dangerous. 
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 The Council was aware that Cheshire West and Chester Council had to 
prioritise its work.  The reality was that its funding had been savagely 
cut as a result of Central Government’s Austerity Programme. 
However, it was noted that the hedge was a health and safety issue 
and an accident waiting to happen. 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe proposed that the Clerk draw this problem to 

the attention of Kieran Collins, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Highways Commissioner – Places Operations and ask him to intervene 
and work with the Parish Council in order to resolve this situation to 
everyone’s satisfaction. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Highways Commissioner – Places Operations along the lines 
that are proposed above in an attempt to achieve an appropriate 
outcome. 

 
(ii) Proposal to make Church Road a One Way System 
 
 Councillor M Johnson referred to a flyer from ‘Saughall Residents 

Association’ that had been put through doors in the village.  It detailed 
a proposal to make Church Road a one way system which he 
considered very interesting and something the Council should discuss. 

 
 Councillor Johnson reported that he had emailed the Residents 

Association to ask a number of questions and suggesting that there be 
interaction between it and the Council on possible traffic calming 
solutions. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
91. RESIDENT’S PROPOSALS ON HOW THE COUNCIL COULD SPEND ITS
 MONEY 
 
 At the last meeting of the Council a petition had been presented by a resident 

of Saughall against the Council’s decision to provide more Christmas Lights in 
the village for the next three Christmases.  It had included the following 
suggestions put forward by residents that the Council could decide to fund: 

 

• A Youth Worker 

• More litter picking in the Golden Jubilee Park 

• More litter bins for the village and the Park 

• Speed cameras for Long Lane/Hermitage Road 

• CCTV in the Park and at other “trouble hotspots” 

• Upgrade the damaged bus shelter 

• Plant more bulbs and wild flowers in the village 
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• Provide more benches around the village 
 
 Other proposals that the Council could fund that had also been put forward at 

the last meeting included: 
 

• Provision for skate boarders 

• Facilities for teenagers 

• A shelter 

• Dog mess 

• Assisting the Pre School 
 
 Members were aware that some of the suggestions had already been agreed 

e.g. more bulbs and benches. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council will give consideration to the above list of suggestions that 

has been provided on what it could decide to fund, at its next meeting 
scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 

 
92. NEGLECTED LITTLE SAUGHALL 
 
 On 12 September 2017 the Clerk had received a letter from Mrs Bea 

Summers about the Saughall approach from Blacon along with a request that 
the Council give it its consideration at its next meeting. The Letter read as 
follows: 

 
 ‘I have just walked along Hermitage Road and I think perhaps some of our 

Parish Councillors should do the same. 
 
 From the Saughall sign onwards the hedge has been chopped it looks a 

complete eyesore. There has been no trimming round the lamp posts and 
the path is a disgrace. From then you proceed towards the farm where the 
planning permission has been refused. The hedge just before the farm 
buildings has been allowed to come over the grass verge by about 10 feet 
if you are on a bike you are probably being brushed by it. There is then the 
farm area itself and I am afraid words fail me to describe the state that is 
in. 

 
 I then proceed past Aspen Grove to where someone started to build a 

weird looking house and has obviously run out of money. A little bit further 
and once again it is a hedge issue once you have passed the Red House. 
Here you need to step on to the road to avoid the hedge I am sure there is 
an accident waiting to happen and someone with a small child could get 
killed stepping into traffic. 

 
 We all pay our council tax and the main issue for the parish council seems 

to be Christmas lights which in Little Saughall we will never see or the 
improvements to the park. I think it is time to take a look around and see 
what is going on. It is not a place I can say I am proud to live in.’ 
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 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that he would try to find out the name of the 
owner of the hedge that had been ‘chopped’ etc. 

 
 Members were aware that there was nothing they could do about the ‘weird 

looking house’. 
 
 Members thought that the second hedge issue referred to in the letter may be 

in relation to that of Mr H Warrington of Poplars Farm. 
 
 The Council discussed the current untidy and dangerous state of Pear Tree 

Farm in detail and expressed its own concerns about it. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to contact Mike Bell about the current state of the 
Pear Tree Farm site and ask him to tidy it up and enquire about his plans 
for the future use of the site; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to reply to Mrs Bea Summers informing her that the 

Council is trying to follow up on the matters she has raised in Little 
Saughall. 

 
93. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 2016/17 
 
 The Clerk reported that the External Auditor had qualified the audit 

because the Council had not reviewed the effectiveness of its internal 
control including its Risk Assessment during the 2016/17 Financial Year.  
A Risk Assessment had already been minuted in respect of the 2017/18 
Financial Year (Minute No. 15 (a) refers).   

 
 The External Auditor had informed that it was important in future for the 

Council to ensure that it reviewed the effectiveness of its internal controls 
on an annual basis.  Members were aware that this action had been 
included in the Council’s latest Business Plan to be carried out between 
October and January each year as an annual risk assessment was 
evidence that the Council had assessed and taken appropriate steps to 
manage all the financial risks that it faced.  (Reg. 6(a) Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015). 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position with the Council’s 2016/17 Accounts be noted along with 

the steps taken to ensure the Council’s Annual Risk Assessment is carried 
out. 
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(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 September 
2017 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 Daisy Communications (Service Charges)  48.00 103137 
 The Christmas Decorators 2,304.00 103138 
 (New Christmas Lights) 
 BDO LLP (External Audit of Accounts) 396.00 103139 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 499.96 103140 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 61.24 103141 
 HM Revenues & Customs 1,191.72 103142 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 72.00 103143 
 Mrs JM Young (Expenses) 113.44 103144 
 Mrs J Johnson (Spring Bulbs) 92.80 103145 
 Saughall Pre School 50.00 103146 
 (Grant for Community Apple Festival) 
 
(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that no receipts had been received since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(e) Withdrawal of Safe Keeping Service 
 
 Councillor PP young reported that he had been successful in obtaining the 

deeds in the safe keeping of the HSBC Bank, following its decision to 
withdraw the service. 

 
 It was noted that a safe place to keep the Council’s deeds still needed to 

be identified. Councillor A Warrington informed that he had spoken to 
Officers at the Cheshire Association of Local Councils who had suggested 
that a company called Top Wood Ltd based in Cheshire may agree to 
keep the Council’s documents safe for approximately £20.55 a quarter.  
He informed that he would send the Clerk the details. 
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 RESOLVED:  
 
 That that the Clerk be requested to make the necessary arrangements for 

Top Wood to keep the Council’s important documents safe and secure. 
 
(f) Community Apple Festival 
 
 The Clerk reported that the Saughall Pre-School was requesting a £50 

grant towards the setting up costs of this year’s event. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Saughall Pre-School be awarded a £50 grant towards the setting 

up costs of this year’s Community Apple Festival. 
 
94. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 
 
 Members had received the latest copies of the Council’s Business Plan and 

Action Plan as attachments to their agendas and noted that October was the 
agreed month for their annual review. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Business Plan Action Group (Councillors A Bailey, B Kerr, H 

Jennings and PP Young) be requested to meet to review the Council’s 
Business Plan and its Action Plan and report on its proceedings and any 
proposed revisions/recommendations at the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 

 
95. DEVELOPMENT SITE – THOMAS WEDGE CLOSE, SAUGHALL 
 
 Members had attended a site visit with Rachel Rens, Housing Policy Officer at 

Cheshire West and Chester Council on Wednesday, 16 August 2017.  The 
reason for the visit had been to discuss the possibility of developing a plot of 
land at Thomas Wedge Close.  Cheshire West and Chester Council was 
currently working on a housing delivery programme for the Borough and was 
keen to work with communities to provide affordable housing which met local 
need. 

 
 A village wide survey would need to be conducted because there had to be 

evidence that there was a need for low cost housing in Saughall.  No further 
details had been provided by Ms Rens as yet. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be removed from future Council agendas until such 

time as Ms Ren is in a position to report on progress being made. 
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96. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY  
 

(a) Newsletter Production 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that, for the first time, the Council’s 

Newsletter had been distributed as part of the Mollington and Saughall 
Handbook. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(b) Notice Boards 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that quotations were being sought for 

aluminium notice boards and it was the Communication Group’s intention 
to come back to the next meeting of the Council on Monday, 6 November 
2017 with firm proposals 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) Social Media 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported on a Social Media Policy that the 

Communications Group had been considering which was appropriate for 
the Council to adopt. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Social Media Policy considered by the Communications Group be 

adopted as the Council’s own. 
 
97. VILLAGE AMENITIES AND AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Amenities 
 

• Seats/Benches for the Village 
 
 The Council was awaiting the refurbishment works to the Younger 

Children’s Play Area.  Once these had been completed Mr Charles 
McIlwrick would be invited to propose where to locate his bench in 
memory of his late wife. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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• Defibrillator at the Co-op Store 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Co-op Store now had the 

funding required to purchase a defibrillator to locate outside of the 
premises.  It was currently seeking advice on exactly where to position 
it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
(b) Aesthetics 
 

• Footpath Map Refurbishment 
 
  Councillor A Warrington informed that he had spoken to Mr Peter Bond 

about this project and he had agreed to provide assistance. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

• Proposal for Tubs of Flowers 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning reported that she had obtained two 

acceptable quotes for tubs but was still awaiting a decision from 
Cheshire West and Chester on the licence. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) agreement be given for the tubs to be purchased as soon as the 

licence is received. 
 

• Christmas Lights 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that work had been carried out by The 

Christmas Decorators and the electrical sockets were now all in 
position in readiness for the festive season. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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98. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Project to Re-develop the Park and Provide a New Children’s Play Area  
 
 The Clerk reported that the period of time the Council was out to tender on 

the Younger Children’s Play Area works would need to be extended 
beyond 10 October 2017.  This was because the need to post notices in 
the local area had been overlooked. 

 
 The Council’s Standing Orders stated that where the value of the intended 

contract exceeded £10,000, ‘the Clerk shall give at least three weeks 
public notice of such intention in the same manner as public notice of 
meetings of the Council is given.’ 

 
 Tenders would then be opened by the Clerk in the presence of one 

Member of the Council on a date to be decided. 
 
 Members expressed displeasure at the lack of advice from the Clerk at the 

last meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to prepare appropriate public notices for posting 
on the Councils website and notice boards for the necessary three 
week period; and 

 
(2) this Council will make a decision on the preferred tenderer at its next 

meeting scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017, following the receipt 
of a report on tender evaluations to be provided by Mr Alan Dymond. 

 
(b) Perimeter Path 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that information about grants had been 

received in respect of this initiative. She also informed that the route had 
been measured and was found to be 540 meters in length. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Management Plan for the Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that progress had been made.  The 

Plan would be based on the twelve calendar months with work scheduled 
throughout e.g. October - hedge cutting, fences checked and repaired, 
fallen branches dealt with. Tidy the undergrowth and pond clearance.  
November – Tree planting.  December - check all trees. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(d) Maintenance 
 

(i) Report of the Field Inspection Group 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the area around the Uniformed 

Groups Headquarters was becoming dangerous because of the 
amount of broken glass on the ground.  It needed to be cleared up as 
soon as possible. She proposed that the litter picker, Mr JE Davies be 
asked to do this and be paid for the additional hours he would need to 
work to keep the Park as free from broken glass and litter as possible. 

 
 The Group had discussed the recent vandalism in the Park and it had 

considered that it had never been this bad before. 
 
 Councillor Young reported on the anti-social behaviour around the Den 

which had been built in the Park.  It had got out of hand on 13 
September 2017 and, as a consequence, the Police had been called.  
They had taken photographs and PC Rob Brown had requested the 
immediate removal of the furniture in the Den.  A quote from Cheshire 
West and Chester Council’s Street Scene Team in the sum of £250 for 
its removal had been obtained.  However, a further quote was received 
in the sum of £100 which was accepted and the furniture had since 
been removed. 

 
 The Clerk reminded the Council that on 1 April 2017 the minimum 

wage had increased to £7.50 per hour and that Mr Davies was still 
being paid £7.:20 per hour.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be noted; and 
 
(2) Mr JE Davies be requested to undertake an additional half hour of 

work, disposing of broken glass, on each of his visits to the Golden 
Jubilee Park; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to pay Mr JE Davies £7:50 per hour from 1 

April 2017 which will include arrears of £18 (1 April – 30 September 
2017). 

 
(iii) Spring Bulbs 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that spring bulbs in the sum of £92 

had been purchased, planting areas around the village identified and 
necessary arrangements made. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(iv) Dog Fouling 
 
 Dog fouling remained a problem in the Golden Jubilee Park. Councillor 

Mrs JM Young reported that a bio-degradable spray had been 
purchased and was being deployed in an attempt to shame the 
offenders. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(v)  Trees 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had been in contact with a 

company called Quest who was based in Winsford.  It had a number of 
volunteers who would help to plant the new trees provided by the 
Woodlands Trust. The company was looking for other community work 
that the volunteers could assist with during 2018.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(v) Quotations 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that there were a number of 

smallish jobs that needed to be carried out in the Park that 
necessitated making arrangements with local tradespersons.  Some 
jobs were so small that they did not really warrant obtaining quotations.  
She asked if a cash float could be provided for this. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to use her delegated authority to agree to 

small jobs that need to be done. 
 
(vi)‘Safe Places for Local Wildlife’ Project 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Treasure Hunt had been 

well attended but mostly by those who already volunteered their 
services within the local community. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
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(vii)Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he had carried out a MUGA 

inspection and had found that the top of the fencing at the north end 
had come loose.  Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that there was 
also a bolt loose at the south end. 

 
 Councillors D Taylor-Pogue and A Warrington agreed to carry out the 

necessary repairs to the MUGA. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(viii)Grass Cutting Contract 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he was progressing this initiative. 

 
99. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY  
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 There was nothing to report on this item of business. 
 
(b) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he would provide a progress report at 

the next Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 
 
100. VILLAGE EVENTS  

 
(a) Parish Council Surgery on Saturday, 30 September 2017 at the Co-op 

Store  
 
 Councillor D Holman reported the following matters that had arisen at his 

Parish Council Surgery as follows: 
 

• Concern over the forthcoming disruption to be caused by Virgin’s 
contractors as they installed cabling around the village; also lack of 
information as to availability of the service – when and cost. 

• Concern over the recent vandalism on the Golden Jubilee Park and 
whether it was possible to be more pro-active on security. 

• Concern over the hedges on Hermitage Road between The Ridings 
and the Egerton Arms Public House extending over the pathway 
forcing pedestrians into the road; also the garden hedges on the corner 
of Fox Lea and on the bend in Timberfields opposite Larchfields – both 
narrowing the footpath substantially. 
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• A request that the weeds growing on footpaths and in the roadside 
gutters in Maplewood Grove and Timberfields (and probably 
elsewhere?) be removed. 

• Could a speed limit of 30mph (or 20mph?) be explicitly signposted on 
Fiddlers Lane? 

• Car(s?) were going excessively fast along Church Road early in the 
morning (6.30 – 7.15) and late evening (7-7.30), ignoring the Pelican 
crossing lights on red and endangering those using the crossing, 
cyclists and other road users. One car driver in particular was identified 
as a serial offender. 

• Parking for the School, especially in the mornings, was very 
problematic, leading to long queues on Church Road and Saughall 
Hey, blocking of driveways and the Co-op carpark, disruption to the 
bus service and endangering pedestrians. Could the Police/PCSO 
attend occasionally? Could the yellow lines be extended (or would this 
make the situation worse?)? Could the Headmistress/Parish 
Council/Police plead with parents to walk their children to school? 

• Buses: concern over reliability continues. One person emphasised the 
need for all late/missing buses to be reported to the kiosk and logged. 

• Pothole outside 55 Greenway was getting big. 

• One person expressed concern over the forthcoming proposal for 
houses beyond Thomas Wedge Road behind Parkway. 

• What happened to the anti-crime scheme that parishioners were asked 
to sign up to a few years ago? 

• Road signs at the end of Long Lane were being hidden by the 
overgrowing hedge. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor D Holman be thanked for presiding over the Parish Council 

Surgery and for his report. 
 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors H Jennings and Ms A Manning be requested to preside 

over the next Parish Council Surgery to be held from 10am on Saturday, 4 
November 2017 outside of the Co-op Store and at the Farmers’ Market at 
the Vernon Institute and bring a report on the proceedings to the next 
meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 6 November 2017. 

 
(c) Remembrance Sunday, 12 November 2017 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Clerk had provided her with 

copies of the Service Sheets to distribute on the day. She had asked for a 
Police presence in the village but so far had not received a response. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for making the arrangements 

for Remembrance Sunday. 
 
(d) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Wednesday, 6 December 2017 
 
 There was no report available on this event. 
 
(e) Scarecrow Competition - 2018 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that both the Police and Cheshire West 

and Chester Council’s Highways Department had been consulted over the 
Music in the Park Group’s proposal to hold its Scarecrow Competition and 
had raised no objections.  Also, a grant of £1000 had been secured to help 
fund this event. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 

 
101. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL’S ANNUAL MEETING ON 

THURSDAY, 19 OCTOBER 2017 AT MIDDLEWICH CIVIC HALL FROM 7-
9PM 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors M Johnson and Mrs JM Young be requested to attend this 

meeting to represent the Council. 
 
102. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the content of the following communications be noted: 
 

• Cheshire Rural Touring Arts – autumn 2017. 


