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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 4 September 2017 at the Vernon Institute, Church 
Road, Saughall. 

 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by the 
following residents: 
 
Mrs L Rutter about her opposition to the Council’s decision, made at its last meeting 
on Monday, 7 August 2017 to provide additional Christmas lights on Church Road. 
(Minute No. 65(b) refers.)  Mrs Rutter considered that the lights were too expensive, 
did not provide value for money and that a large number of residents would not see 
them as they did not use Church Road because of the various driving hazards that 
existed. 
 
Mrs Rutter informed that she and others who lived in the village did not consider 
there had been adequate consultation on the proposal to provide more lights  and 
that there were other projects etc. that could be pursued and funded by the Council 
that would enhance the lives of more people every day of the year.  Mrs Rutter 
handed the Council a petition signed by 122 residents of Saughall who were of the 
same opinion as herself. 
 
The petition set out the following list of proposals that the Council could fund, instead 
of the additional Christmas Lights, as follows: 
 

 A Youth Worker 

 More litter picking in the Golden Jubilee Park 

 More litter bins for the village and the Park 

 Speed cameras for Long Lane/Hermitage Road 

 CCTV in the Park and at other “trouble hotspots” 

 Upgrade the damaged bus shelter 

 Plant more bulbs and wild flowers in the village 

 Provide more benches around the village 
 
Mrs Rutter informed that she had been made aware that the Council could not 
rescind a decision it had made for six months (Standing Order No. 36 refers.) but 
considered that to be ridiculous because she believed that Members should change 
their minds about the Christmas Lights, in the light of more information becoming 
available, e.g. her perception that there had been a lack of consultation and that the 
sum of money being spent on the Christmas Lights could be used more wisely on 
the alternative proposals.  
 
Mrs Newton who was also opposed to the Council’s decision to provide more 
Christmas lights because she did not think it could be justified as they were only on 
in December/early January.  Her view was that the funding could be used in other 
more appropriate ways.  Examples she provided included provision for skate 
boarders, facilities for teenagers, bins, benches, a shelter, dealing with dog mess 
and assisting the Pre School. 
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In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor M Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox   
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young (in the Chair) 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 Alan Dymond – Project Co-ordinator for the re-development of the 

Younger Children’s Play Area (Part) 
 Ellie Glithero – Cheshire West and Chester Council (Part) 
 
70. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ms A Manning and D 

Taylor-Pogue. 
 
71. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
72. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 August 2017 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
73. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The Council noted that no planning applications had been received from 

the Planning Authority since its last meeting on 7 August 2917. 
 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions, made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i)  17/02588/FUL 
Proposal: Front porch extension, single storey and two storey side 

(part rear single storey) extension. 
Location: Oakwood, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
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  ‘Approval.’ 
 
(ii) 16/02761/FUL 

Proposal: Conversion of garage to living accommodation ancillary to 
the dwelling. 

Location: 88 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Approval.’ 
 
(iii) 17/02796/S73 

Proposal: Variation of Condition 2 (Approved plans) of planning 
permission 15/03323/FUL to increase the footprint and 
height of the summerhouse. 

Location: Wilbur Cottage, Long Lane, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Approval.’ 

 
(c) Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Parish Forum at 6:30pm on 

Tuesday, 3 October 2017 at HQ, Chester 
 
 It was noted that Councillors M Johnson, Mrs JE Storrar, Mrs JM Young 

and PP Young would be attending this meeting and would report back on 
its proceedings at the Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 6 November 
2017. 

 
74. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) PCSO Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason provided the Council with copies of the Cheshire 

Constabulary Saughall Newsletter September 2017 informing that it 
highlighted the main issues currently being experienced in the village e.g. 
offences relating to public order, criminal damage, theft and Nuisance 
Youths. 

 
 The PCSO informed that patrolling had continued in Bluebell and Pigeon 

Woods and would go on for the foreseeable future.  It had been noted that 
there was evidence of small fires being lit.  The PCSO asked that if 
anyone saw a fire being lit to report it to the Police.   

 
 August 2017 had seen the deployment of TruCam trained Police Officers 

on both Hermitage Road and Seahill Road on numerous occasions.  To 
date only a handful of vehicles had been caught driving at speeds in 
excess of the speed limits. The enforcement of speed limits would 
continue. 

 
 Members noted correspondence between Councillor M Johnson and Chief 

Inspector Mike Evans concerning speeding traffic and the issues 
associated with the Woods. 
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 PCSO Leason also informed that on 8 August 2017 she had talked to the 
youngsters who had attended the Summer Play Scheme about the 
hazards of drug taking and on 21 August 2017 at the Uniformed Groups’ 
Headquarters, 18 bikes had been security marked.  On 29 August 2017 
Police Officers, PCSOs and Community Safety Wardens had held a 
Panna Football/Xbox and PS4 gaming event on the Multi-Use Games 
Area for local youths.  It had run from 1-3pm and was attended by 
between 25 - 30 local youths. 

 
 Members reported incidents of fly tipping in Fiddlers Lane and Kingswood 

Lane.  The tipping in Fiddlers Lane had been reported to Cheshire West 
and Chester Council and a reference number had been obtained.  PCSO 
Leason agreed to chase up the tipping in Kingswood Lane. 

 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Wendy Leason be thanked for her report and attendance at 

the meeting. 
 
(b) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had nothing to report on this item of 

business. 
 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had nothing to report on this item of 

business. 
  
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Summer Play Scheme, that run 

from Monday, 7 to Friday, 11 August 2017, had been very successful and 
on average 21 children had attended each day.  Activities had included 
making cupcakes, making needle cases, murder mystery, and a sniffer 
dog visit. 

 
 The next event the Team would be involved with was the Christmas Lights 

Switch-On on Wednesday, 6 December 2017. 
 
 Councillor PP Young thanked the Team for its many contributions to the 

local community. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
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(e) Our Conversation on Policing and Crime 
 
 The Council considered a letter dated 9 August 2017 from the Police and 

Crime Commissioner, David Keane which informed it that, as part of the 
delivery of his Police and Crime Plan, he wanted to do everything possible 
to have an on-going conversation with Cheshire residents and their 
communities about local policing and crime issues.  Therefore, he would 
be conducting a survey and would provide Members with the opportunity 
to feedback their views on local police performance.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s letter be noted. 
 

75. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Project to Re-develop the Park and Provide a New Children’s Play Area  
 
 Mr Alan Dymond informed that there had been some slippage in respect of 

the tendering process for the work required, as he had been experiencing 
computer problems.  He now had a draft tender specification which he 
could send to prospective tenderers, all of whom he had worked with 
before, along with an introductory letter and a scale drawing of the site. He 
proposed that there be a two week tendering process.  When the tenders 
were returned they would be evaluated by Mr Dymond with assistance 
from those Members who were Members of the Field Inspection Group. 

 
 Members noted that the new play equipment that would be provided would 

be for children up to eleven years of age. A list itemising the play 
equipment to be purchased, along with the details of the suppliers and 
costs was circulated. 

 
 Mr Dymond reminded the Council that he was due to carry out the Annual 

Playground Inspection and recommended that he only inspect the play 
equipment that the Council had agreed to keep. 

  
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the tendering process as proposed by Mr Dymond be agreed and 
Members of the Field Inspection Group be invited to attend the tender 
opening meeting along with himself and the Clerk on a date and time to 
be agreed;  

 
(2) the decision on the successful tenderer be made at the next 

appropriate Council meeting;  
 
(3) the play equipment item costs be noted; and 
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(4) during the Annual Playground Inspection, Mr Dymond be requested to 
only inspect the play equipment items that the Council has agreed will 
not be replaced. 

 
(b) Perimeter Path 
 
 Councillor PP Young reminded the Council that it had agreed to try to 

attract funding so it could reinstate the perimeter path during the next 
financial year.  In the light of this, Ellie Glithero of Cheshire West and 
Chester Council had met Members on site, immediately before this 
meeting to ascertain what would be involved etc. It was noted that the path 
would be for both walkers and cyclists and its width would depend on what 
the field could withstand. 

 
 Ms Glithero informed that she would now identify some funding 

opportunities for this project and for a proposed bike track.  Some would 
require match funding.  She also informed that she would write the funding 
bids if the Council commissioned her to do so. 

 
 Mr Dymond advised that it would be best to use tarmac on the path. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had found a company who 

was interested in quoting for the work that would be involved to reinstate 
the perimeter path. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the Field Inspection Group be requested to take this project forward 

and report any progress and decisions the Council needed to make at 
its monthly meetings. 

 
(c) Management Plan for the Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that progress was slow on this 

initiative. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 

  
(d) Maintenance 
 

(i) Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the MUGA was attracting a lot 

of litter. 
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  RESOLVED: 
 
  That the report be noted. 

 
(ii) Report of the Field Inspection Group 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a walk with the Tree Warden 

had taken place to identify areas where the Council could plant the 
trees it would be receiving in November 2017 due to a successful bid to 
the Woodlands Trust for free trees.  A plan of the Park and the details 
of the species of the trees expected had been provided.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(iii) Dog Fouling 
 
 Dog fouling remained a problem in the Golden Jubilee Park. Councillor 

Mrs JM Young asked if a bio-degradable spray could be purchased to 
try to shame the offenders. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to obtain a bio-degradable 

spray for use in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
(iv)  Hedges 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that all of the hedges required 

trimming. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ask Gordon Dutton to trim the hedges. 
 
(v) Den 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a very sophisticated den had 

been built in the orchard.  There was a leather sofa, a barbecue area 
and a log store.  The Police was aware of the den and Officers were 
patrolling the area where it was situated and intended to speak to those 
who were using it.  There had been a lot of litter in the vicinity of the 
den the previous week so the Litter Picker had been deployed to 
dispose of it. 

 
(vi)  Ponds 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the small pond needed to be 

cleared of rubbish etc.  The Tree Warden had suggested that half of it 
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be removed this year and the other half next year. She had obtained a 
quote for the first half of the removal work and disposal.  It was from Mr 
JC Baker and in the sum of £400 plus vat. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Mr JC Baker be commissioned to carry out the work required on 

the small pond this year, as soon as possible. 
 
(vii)Park Entrance 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a small repair was required to 

the Park’s entrance as wood was missing. This was dangerous for the 
children who used this entrance. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to make arrangements for 

the repair work to be carried out, as a matter of urgency. 
 
(viii)‘Safe Places for Local Wildlife’ Project 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a Sausage Sizzle would be held 

on Saturday, 16 September 2017 between 2pm and 5pm in an attempt 
to encourage more people to join the Project.  Everyone was welcome 
to attend. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(ix)  Notice Board 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a site for the notice board in the 

Park had been discussed. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(x) Litter Bin 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Co-op Store had contributed 

£105 towards the cost of a new litter bin and its installation in the Park.  
She asked if the Council would contribute the rest.  She also informed 
that the Litter Picker would empty it every week. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a litter bin be purchased and located in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
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(xi) Bulbs 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young asked if the Council would fund the purchase 

of further spring bulbs to be planted around the village. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council agrees to pay for more spring bulbs and they be 

planted around the village. 
 
(xii)Grass Cutting Contract 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he had not made any further 

progress with this initiative yet.  
 

76.  CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe was not in attendance at the meeting. 
 

(a) Issues with the No. 15 Bus Service 
 
 Members gave consideration to an email exchange between the Clerk and 

Mr John Ellis Jones, Assistant Team Leader, Planning and Strategic 
Transport, Cheshire West and Chester Council and Councillor Mrs JM 
Young about the punctuality of the No. 15 Bus Service.   

 
 Mr Jones had informed that he was equally concerned about the 

punctuality of service 15/15A, and to that end he had conducted some 
monitoring checks at Chester Bus Interchange on Thursday, 27, Friday, 28 
and Monday, 31 July 2017, prior to a Blacon Pointer partnership meeting 
on Wednesday, 2 August 2017. His concerns were raised at this meeting, 
and it had been agreed that scheduling changes were required promptly. 
Both bus operators were now considering alterations to services 15/15A 
which would restore punctuality.  

 
 With regard to the Council’s suggestion, Mr Jones informed that diverting 

just one of the buses that operate between Chester and Blacon through 
the Countess of Chester Hospital grounds would not be feasible due to the 
way in which these services were scheduled. Therefore, he would not be 
considering this option.  He informed that he would be in touch with the 
Clerk as soon as he had more information.  

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had emailed the Transport Manager 

at Arriva.  The No. 15 Bus Service was networked with the Service to Mold 
so if there was a traffic problem either on the way there or back, the bus 
would be late.  Councillor Bailey also informed that here had been a 13% 
decrease in reliability since the new Bus Exchange had been built.   
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 Councillor A Bailey proposed that he would share his email from the 
Transport Manager with the Clerk and she be requested to write back to 
John Ellis Jones informing him that the Council does not accept his 
response and that it considered that arrangements must be put in place to 
ensure a more reliable bus service as a matter of urgency. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Mr John Ellis Jones along the lines 

as detailed above. 
 
(b) Trimming of the Trees on the Green Area of Greenway 
 
 It was noted that the trees had still not been trimmed. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Councillor Brian Crowe that the 

trees are growing on land in the ownership of Cheshire West and Chester 
Council and that they are so dense now that they are obscuring the vision 
of drivers. This Council understands the financial constraints his Council is 
under but there is a safety issue and risk involved with not complying with 
the request to trim these trees. 

 
(c) Willow Hey Drainage Issues 
 
 The Council received a letter the Clerk had sent to Christian Matheson MP 

on 9 August 2017.  She reported that as a consequence the PM had called 
a meeting for residents and Parish Councillors, representatives of the 
Principal Authority, Morris Homes and Welsh Water for 10am on Friday, 6 
October 2017 in the small hall at the Vernon Institute to discuss and 
hopefully formulate a plan to bring this matter to a satisfactory conclusion 
for all concerned, as soon as possible. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be agreed that Councillors DF Holman, Mrs JE Storrar, A 

Warrington, Mrs JM Young and PP Young be requested to represent the 
Council at this meeting and report its proceedings to the Council meeting 
scheduled for 6 November 2017. 

 
(d) Saughall Highway Issues 
  

A notice had been served on residents regarding the overhanging hedge 
on Hermitage Road.  This would be followed up if action was not taken. 
However, the residents denied that they had received it. 
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 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 

Engineer – Place Operations be informed that the residents are denying 
receipt of the enforcement notice. 

 
(e) Church Road Bus Stop 

 
Councillor A Warrington reported that the bin at the Church Road Bus 
Stop was full of litter and had not been emptied for some time.  He had 
reported it to the Principal Authority and had been given a job number. 
 
Councillor M Johnson informed that the bin was the only complaint that he 
had received at his Parish Council Surgery the previous Saturday. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 
That Councillor A Warrington be requested to provide the Clerk with the 
job number in respect of this bin so that she can follow it up with Cheshire 
West and Chester Council. 
 

77. ACCOUNTS 
 
(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 7 August 2017 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 Vernon Institute (Room Rental)  147.00 103130 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 499.96 103131 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 61.64 103132 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 72.00 103133 
 The Christmas Decorators 2,304.00 103134 
 (New Christmas Lights) 
 Mr JC Baker (Removal of mound of soil) 300.00 103135 
 Peak and Northern Footpath Society 22.50 103136 
 (Affiliation Fee)  
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following receipt be noted: 
 
 £4,000 from the Saughall Community and Sports Pavilion to help fund the 

Children’s Play Area refurbishment.  Those who had made donations had 
agreed that their contributions could be redirected to help fund the 
refurbishment project.  
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(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
(d) Withdrawal of Safe Keeping Service 
 
 The HSBC Bank had refused to give the Clerk the deeds in its safe 

keeping, when she had attended her appointment at its Eastgate Street 
Branch in Chester on 18 August 2017 because it needed authority to do so 
by two of the Council’s signatories.  The Bank had sent out a standard 
letter in error instead of providing the necessary form for completion.  The 
Clerk now had the form. 

 
 It was noted that a safe place to keep the Council’s deeds still needed to 

be identified. 
 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) Councillors A Warrington and PP Young be requested to take the 
completed form to the Bank and collect the deeds; and  

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to ask Councillor Brian Crowe, again, if the 

Principal Authority could make provision to store the deeds and keep 
them safe. 

 
78. MID YEAR REVIEW OF THE BUDGET 
 
 The Council received a position statement prepared by the Responsible 

Financial Officer, Mr Graham Hudspeth, along with a list of estimated receipts 
from 1 April to 31 March 2018 and an estimated Fund Statement.  Members 
discussed their planned spend to the end of the current financial Year, 
including that in respect of the Christmas Lights, Younger Children’s Play 
Area refurbishment, public footpaths maintenance and the new style 
Newsletter. It was noted that all were in budget. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council’s budgetary position at the mid-year review stage be noted. 
 
79. DEVELOPMENT SITE – THOMAS WEDGE CLOSE, SAUGHALL 
 
 Members had attended a site visit with Rachel Rens, Housing Policy Officer at 

Cheshire West and Chester Council on Wednesday, 16 August 2017.  The 
reason for the visit had been to discuss the possibility of developing a plot of 
land at Thomas Wedge Close.  Cheshire West and Chester Council was 
currently working on a housing delivery programme for the Borough and was 
keen to work with communities to provide affordable housing which met local 
need. 
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 Members who attended the meeting informed that a village wide survey was 
to be conducted.  Details were awaited from Ms Rens.  Evidence would need 
to be provided that there was a need for low cost housing in Saughall.  It was 
agreed that the site identified was appropriate for affordable housing. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
80. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY  
 

(a) Newsletter Production 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that Councillor Ms A Manning had met with 

David Layder of Chester Handbooks to discuss the proposal to include 
Parish Council news in the Mollington and Saughall Handbook.  It would 
cost £318 to include four pages of copy in the Handbook.  This would 
amount to £1,272 per annum.  There was flexibility to add extra pages on 
an ad hoc basis at a cost of £109 or £159 for two pages.  

 
 Artwork would be required by the 20th of the month before the month of 

publication.  The Handbook was published on 10th of each month. 
 
 Councillor A Bailey had agreed to create the pages and Communication 

Group Members would assist with the proof reading.  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the expenditure as detailed above be agreed to communicate Parish 

Council news, in future, to local residents. 
 
(b) Notice Boards 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning had provided a written report which informed that 

Councillor A Warrington had found some recycled notice boards for 
approximately £1000 each.  The Communications Group had discussed 
having one inside of the Co-op Store (either by the Post Office or the door 
rather than outside), one on the Golden Jubilee Park and one at the 
Vernon Institute.  The Group considered that the notice board at the 
Egerton Arms Public House should be removed. The one inside the Co-op 
Store needed to match the internal décor and the Council would probably 
need to contribute to the cost of it.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Manning be thanked for her progress report. 
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(c) Social Media 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that the Communications Group was 

looking at a policy on social media and would provide a report on its 
findings and subsequent proposals in due course. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 

 
81. VILLAGE AMENITIES AND AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Amenities 
 

 Seats/Benches for the Village 
 
 The Council was awaiting the plans in respect of the refurbished 

children’s play area and once it was in possession of them Mr Charles 
McIlwrick would be invited to propose where to locate his bench in 
memory of his wife. 

 

 Defibrillator at the Co-op Store 
 
 The Co-op Store was currently fund raising to purchase a defibrillator to 

locate outside of the Store.  Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she 
had informed the Store that the Council would donate £1,000 towards 
the cost of it on production of the invoice. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 

 
(b) Aesthetics 
 

 Footpath Map Refurbishment 
 
  Councillor A Bailey informed that he now intended to speak to Mr Peter 

Bond about reconfiguring the Parish Footpath Map and provide a 
further report for the next meeting of the Council scheduled for 
Monday, 2 October 2017.  He also informed that he and Councillor A 
Warrington would be meeting with the residents of Shotwick House. 

 
 The Council had agreed to contribute £500 a year towards footpath 

maintenance but the official agreement had not yet been received. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report. 
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 Proposal for Tubs of Flowers 
 
 It was reported that the costs associated with the provision of tubs of 

flowers would be provided at the next meeting of the Council scheduled 
for Monday, 2 October 2017.  Notice of the license had been posted. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

 Christmas Lights 
 
 Councillor PP Young referred to the public speaking that had taken 

place immediately before the commencement of this meeting.  He 
reminded Members that the decision to provide more Christmas Lights 
had been made at the last meeting of the Council held on 7 August 
2017 and acted upon.  The lights would now be provided for the next 
three Christmases in accordance with the contract entered into with 
The Christmas Decorators. 

 
 The Christmas Lights would now run down Church Road from either 

side of Saughall Hey.  Gaps had been filled in and the lights had been 
extended.  Arrangements had been made to install the lights 
imminently. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey referred to the petition that had been handed in.  

Those who had signed it had asked that the Council give consideration 
to: 

  
 A Youth Worker 

 More litter picking in the Golden Jubilee Park 

 More litter bins for the village and the Park 

 Speed cameras for Long Lane/Hermitage Road 

 CCTV in the Park and at other “trouble hotspots” 

 Upgrade the damaged bus shelter 

 Plant more bulbs and wild flowers in the village 

 Provide more benches around the village 
 

 The speakers had also suggested that the Council could fund: 
 

 Provision for skate boarders 

 Facilities for teenagers 

 A shelter 

 Dog mess 

 Assisting the Pre School 
 

The Council still had funding at its disposal and would give 
consideration to these proposals.  
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council will give consideration to the proposals set out above 

at its next meeting scheduled for Monday, 2 October 2017. 
 
82. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY  
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 Councillor A Bailey had been on holiday so had nothing to report. 
 
(b) Peak and Northern Footpath Society 
 
 Mr David Brown of the Peak and Northern Footpaths Society had written 

to the Clerk on 15 August 2017 introducing his organisation and asking if 
the Council would consider becoming affiliated to it.  The cost of affiliation 
was £22.50 per annum.  Mr Brown had enclosed ‘A Guide to Footpath Law 
for Parish Councils’ for information. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council agrees to become affiliated to the Peak and Northern 

Footpaths Society at a cost of £22.50 per annum. 
 
(c) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he would provide a progress report at 

the next Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 2 October 2017. 
 
83. VILLAGE EVENTS  

 
(a) Parish Council Surgery on Saturday, 2 September 2017 at the Co-op 

Store and Farmers’ Market 
 
 Councillor M Johnson reported that he had spent one hour at each venue 

on Saturday morning.  The only complaint he had received was about the 
over full bin at the bus stop on Church Road (Minute No. 76(e) refers.) 

  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor M Johnson be thanked for presiding over the Parish 

Council Surgery and for his report. 
 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor DF Holman be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery to be held between 10am and 11am on Saturday, 30 
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September 2017 outside of the Co-op Store and bring a report on its 
proceedings to the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 2 
October 2017. 

 
(c) Remembrance Sunday, 12 November 2017 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that all of the arrangements had been 

made for Remembrance Sunday. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for making the arrangements 

for Remembrance Sunday. 
 
(d) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Wednesday, 6 December 2017 
 
 There was no report available on this event. 
 
(e) Scarecrow Competition - 2018 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Music in the Park Group had 

not yet decided on the date to hold its Scarecrow Competition.  Further 
details would be available in due course.  Rules and regulations were 
being looked at to establish how close to the road scarecrows could be 
located. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
 

84. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the content of the following communications be noted: 
 

 Emails dated 7 August 2017 between the Clerk and Mrs Helen 
Cakebread.  The Clerk had thanked Mrs Cakebread for the contributions 
she had made in the local community in her capacity as Tree Warden.  
Mrs Cakebread had replied informing that she was happy to continue as 
the Council’s Tree Ward for another year. 

 

 The Local Government Boundary Commission – Information relating to 
the Electoral Review of Cheshire West and Chester: Draft 
Recommendations. 


