
Page 44 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 3 April 2017 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road, 
Saughall. 

 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by the 
following residents: 
 
Mr S Wales about the Saughall Hoedown which was taking place on Saturday, 8 
July 2017 at Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane. This was a fund raising event for the 
Vernon Institute Pre-School Project. Early bird tickets were £10 each. 
 
Mr Gary Bubb about Planning Application No. 17/00498 (Minute No. 46(a) (i) 
refers.)  He set out issues that he considered adversely impacted on his amenity and 
serious concerns over highways safety.  He considered that the access 
arrangements did not comply with minimum standards and could endanger children 
who used this route to walk to school as well as other road users. 
 
 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox  
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington (in the Chair) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 
48. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
49 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J O’Malley, Mrs 

JM Young, PP Young and PCSO Wendy Leason. 
 
50. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 6 and 23 February 

2017 be confirmed as a correct record. 
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51. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
Planning Authority, of them: 

 
(i) 17/00498/FUL 

Proposal: Change of use of dwelling to Pharmacy and alterations to 
elevations. 

Location: Plainsfield, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
 The Council noted the following: 
 
 Mr Luke Peaker, Highways 
 
 Comment Date: Wed 29 Mar 2017 
 
 This proposal involves the change of use of a dwelling to a pharmacy. 
 
 The application form states that 5no. parking spaces are available for 

the facility. The draft parking SPD requires that A1 non-food uses 
provide a maximum of 1 space per 21spq which equates to approx. 
5no. spaces for the 97.8m2 in this case. Although it is a maximum I am 
aware of the extensive on street parking that can take place locally and 
would therefore expect the parking provision to meet this maximum 
standard. 

 
 Based on the available width I would suggest that at most, there is 

actually room for 4no. cars maximum. Notwithstanding that, the 
designated pedestrian area reduces the depth of the parking area to 
around 3.4m, leaving only one area of around 4.8m at the North East of 
the site. 6m is the preferred minimum clearance from the back edge of 
the footway. Consequently it is considered that the proposed parking 
areas are not fit for purpose and the required standards could not be 
met. 

 
 In any case I do have concerns over such a use in this location. Even if 

sufficient room could be found to properly accommodate parking, the 
pharmacy use would generate short stay trips, having a high turnover 
and creating significant additional reversing manoeuvres throughout 
the day. The footway on this side of Church Road are narrow and well 
used, particularly during the morning school arrival and collection 
periods. It might be possible to achieve acceptable pedestrian visibility 
splays although that would likely reduce the parking provision. 
Nonetheless, given the adjacent property boundaries and footway 
width I consider that reversing vehicles would not be able to achieve 
suitable visibility of traffic ¿ in accordance with Manual for Streets 
guidance on sight stopping distances - along Church Rd. 
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 For the reasons outlined above I consider that the proposals would 
compromise the safe operation of the adjacent highway. I therefore 
recommend that the application be refused’ 

 
 ‘The Parish Council recommends refusal in the light of these comments 

and also because of security issues at the back of the property.’ 
 
(ii) 17/00657/FUL 

Proposal: Erection of a single storey extension to side of the existing 
shop and alterations to shop front (Retrospective). 

Location: Petrol Filling Station, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘No objections.’ 
 
(iii) 17/00885/FUL 

Proposal: Storage container and link to existing shop and timber 
fencing (Retrospective). 

Location: Red Ensign Station, Parkgate Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘No objections.’ 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions, made by the planning authority, be 

noted: 
 

(i) 16/01489/FUL 
Proposal: Demolition of redundant agricultural buildings and 

redevelopment for 25 dwellings (including 8 affordable), 
public open space and associated infrastructure. 

Location: Pear Tree Farm, 185 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Refusal.’ 
 
(ii) 17/00467/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey extensions to front, side and rear. 
Location: 2 Larchfields, Saughall. 

 
 ‘Approval.’ 
 
(iii) 16/05394/FUL 

Proposal: Removal of current lean-to conservatory, replace with single 
storey rear extension to link to outbuildings. 

Location: Pear Tree Farm, 185 Hermitage Road, Saughall. 
 
 ‘Approval.’ 
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(c) 122 Hermitage Road, Saughall 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Enforcement Officer, Keith Sharp 

had informed the Clerk that the Enforcement Notice had now been served 
on the property.  It would take effect on 13 March 2017 and required the 
removal of the structure and all material from the site within nine calendar 
months from that date (i.e. 13 December 2017) unless an Appeal against 
the Enforcement Notice was made. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the progress made be noted. 

 
52. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) PCSO’s Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason was not in attendance at the meeting and no Police 

report had been provided to read out at the meeting.  
 
 {On 5 April 2017 PCSO Leason submitted her apologies for not 

sending her report to the Clerk in time for it to be considered at the 
Council meeting.  The Clerk circulated her report to all Members via 
email.} 

 
(b) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he was still waiting for an update on the 

number of properties covered on Operation Shield. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that apart from the possibility of travellers 

descending on the village, he had nothing to report. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had provided a written report that the Chairman 

read out.  The Team would help out with marshalling and the water 
stations when the Chester Half Marathon was run on Sunday, 21 May 
2017.  Members were invited to assist if they were free on that day. 
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 Also, the Team was running the Summer Play Scheme on Monday, 7 to 
Friday, 11 August 2017 for children aged 7 to 11 and had a fund raising 
event arranged on Friday, 8 December 2017 (Fish and Chip Supper).  

 
 The Team had requested the Council’s permission to use the Golden 

Jubilee Park and particularly the loud speakers and Multi-Use Games Area 
for the Play Scheme. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report; and 
 
(2) permission be granted for the Saughall Neighbourhood Management 

Team to use the Golden Jubilee Park and the Multi-Use Games Area 
for the Summer Play Scheme. 

 
53. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL 
 
 The Clerk reported that the only expression of interest to fill the casual 

vacancy was from Mr Mike Johnson in an email dated 5 March 2017. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Mr Mike Johnson be co-opted onto the Council to fill one of the casual 

vacancies that exists. 
 
54.  CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported on issues of interest to the Council as 

follows: 
 

 The bus shelter in Church Road at the cut through to Greenway was not 
facing the wrong way and had been positioned to protect bus users from 
the elements.  There was no right way round with bus shelters.  Anti-
vandal panels had been installed in the new shelter and facing the way it 
did meant that any anti-social behaviour in the shelter was likely to be 
witnessed by residents and reported. 

 The 20mph signs within the village did not require to be illuminated as they 
were not on primary routes, but were made from reflective material so 
should be visible. 

 Trees in Greenway that were overhanging the highway would be cut back. 

 There was no answer yet as to why the trees on Rakeway and Greenway 
that had been felled and not replaced. 

 The Chief Executive of Cheshire West and Chester Council was confident 
that the drainage issues in Willow Hey would eventually be addressed. 

 
 Councillor Crowe referred to the proposal to reinstate the perimeter path in 

the Golden Jubilee Park and drew attention to the plainings that could be 
obtained from Virgin Media, free of charge.  He considered that they could be 
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used in this project.  A license would need to be obtained from the 
Environment Agency and a large area would need to be identified on which to 
store the planings. 

 
 Members discussed the proposal but agreed that it would be at least two 

years before such a project could proceed.  Plainings stored in the Park would 
create an eyesore in the meantime, no one knew how many tonnes would be 
required and they were not the right material for the track anyway. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his report; and 
 
(2) no action be taken in respect of the proposal to acquire plainings. 

 
55. ACCOUNTS 

 
(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 9 January 2017 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2017/2018 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 494.58 103089 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 30.00 103090 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 72.00 103091 
 Saughall Pre-School (Grant from Cllr B Crowe 420.00 103092 
 The Cumbrian Clock Company (Service) 186.00 103093 
 Vernon Institute (Grant towards building works) 800.00 103094 
 D & J Gardening Services 1,030.00 103095 
 (Pond, hedge and fence work) 
 Hobbs Wildlife Services (Mole control) 85.00 103096 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 494.58 103097 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 52.80 103098 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 72.00 103099  
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That it be noted that Mrs K Ford has repaid £333 of her Chairman’s 

allowance. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
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56. COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL’S TWITTER 
ACCOUNT) 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration to the next meeting of 

the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 8 May 2017. 
 
57. VILLAGE AMENITIES AND AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Amenities 
 

 Post Box at the Co-op Store 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be removed from future Council agendas. 
 

 Seats/Benches for the Village 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JE Storrar be requested to meet with Mr Charles 

McIlwrick to discuss where to locate his seat in memory of his late wife 
Maureen. 

 

 Parish Council Notice Boards 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that the state of the Parish Council’s notice boards had 

been referred to the Communications Working Group for consideration 
and recommendations would be made in due course. 

 
(b) Aesthetics 
 

 Footpath Map refurbishment 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that the footpath digital mapping has been carried out, 

the results are still awaited, once they are available the footpaths will 
be re-dedicated and the map refurbished. 

 

 Proposal for Tubs of Flowers 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning reported that Councillor A Bailey had 

acquired some recycled tubs.  A license was required and she was 
liaising with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – 
Place Operations over this. 
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 Councillor A Bailey informed that he would ask Dandy’s to provide the 
topsoil. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be noted. 
 

 Trees on the Green Area at Greenway 
 
 This matter had been considered earlier on the agenda.  (Minute No. 

54 refers.) 
 

 Christmas Lights 
 
 There was nothing to report in respect of this initiative. 

 
58. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Project to Develop the Park and Provide a New Children’s Play Area  
 
 Councillor B Kerr congratulated the Chairman and Vice-Chairman over the 

way they had handled the Public Consultation meeting held at 7:15pm on 
Monday, 6 March 2017 on the Children’s Play Area and a proposal that 
the Council takes out a long term loan(s) to help fund the various phases 
of the Golden Jubilee Park’s re-development.  As a result of the 
information received by the Council, the most important of which was the 
drainage issues, it was 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the decision to relocate the Children’s Play Area be reversed and the 
existing area be re-developed instead;  

 
(2) Mr Alan Dymond be appointed Project Manager and be contracted to 

carry out the work quoted for as follows at a cost of £2,495 plus vat: 
 

(a) Design of Play Area. 
(b) Quotation – Play Equipment from manufacturers, negotiating for 

discount. 
(c) Preparing a tender document. 
(d) Preparing a tender document letter and sending out to a 

minimum of three landscape contractors, with tender document. 
(e) Opening of tender returns with the Parish Council. 
(f) Selecting a successful contractor. 
(g) Drawing up a contract of works. 
(h) Meeting with the successful contractor and the Parish Council 

and signing of contract works. 
(i) Two site visits as part of the length of the contract. 
(j) Post Installation Inspection and Report at the end of the contract 

and completion of the work. 
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 and 
 
(3) an informal meeting be arranged between the Field Inspection Group 

and Mr Dymond, as soon as possible, to discuss how to move the 
project forward. 

 
(b) Funding Sources 
 

(i) Morris Homes Outstanding Payment 
 
 The Clerk had asked Morris Homes when the Council could expect to 

receive the funding contribution of £8,250 to update the play equipment 
that had been agreed. They had consequently asked for the Council’s 
bank details which the Clerk had provided on 21 December 2016. 
Since then the Clerk had sent a number of reminders and although she 
had received positive responses the funding had still not been 
provided. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to send a further reminder to Morris 

Homes regarding the funding that has still not been received and if 
necessary escalate the matter to the Chief Executive of Morris Homes. 

 
(ii) Public Works Loan Board (PWLB) 
 
 The possibility of obtaining a long term loan from the PWLB had been 

discussed at the Public Consultation Meeting held on Monday, 6 March 
2017. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Chairman be requested to take a further look at the PWLB 

funding application form and bring a report to the next meeting of the 
Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 8 May 2017. 

 
(c) Maintenance 
 

(i) Report of the Field Inspection Group  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had left a report that Councillor A Warrington 

read out.  Matters raised were as follows: 
 

 The hedge had been cut by the contractor but cuttings had since 
appeared in the Park from the other side. 

 The contractor had taken away a large branch which had fallen in a 
storm.  This had been reflected in his invoice. 

 Trees had been planted by school children, thanks to the Friends of 
the Golden Jubilee Park. 
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 The pond clearance had been delayed until the ground was more 
suitable. 

 Spraying of the relevant areas of the Park had been completed. 

 The three year plan for the Park was progressing.  Areas had been 
defined and photographs taken. 

 The Group was proposing certain play equipment was purchased. 
This would be discussed with Alan Dymond who had been 
appointed to project manage the Golden Jubilee Park re-
development. 

 A draft grass cutting contract had been provided by the Cricket 
Club. 

 The Group was aware that the Council had decided to review the 
Golden Jubilee Park’s Joint Use Agreement with local sporting 
organisations. 

 The chair on the Aerial Runway had been vandalised. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report; 
 
(2) the draft grass cutting Contract provided be declared unsuitable as 

a detailed specification is required; 
 
(3) Councillor A Warrington be requested to speak to Mr Huxley and 

himself and Councillor H Jennings be requested to draw up the 
Contract specification that the Council requires; and 

 
(4) the Clerk be requested to arrange for Massey and Harris to fit a new 

seat ono the Aerial Runway if that is what is required. 
 
(ii) ‘Safe Places for Local Wildlife’ Project 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had left a report that the Chairman read out.  

It informed that progress with the project was slow.  The Council was 
asked to consider a sunken fire pit on site with a cover.  The Police had 
been consulted and the Field Inspection Group had offered advice. 
However, Members failed to understand how it could be used and 
managed. 

 
 Councillor Mrs Young had also asked that the Council consider a small 

grant to help with start-up costs. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report; 
 
(2) the request for a fire pit be refused; and 
 
(3) the request for a small start-up grant be also refused. 
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59. HIGHWAY ISSUES – SPEEDING TRAFFIC  
 
 It was noted that speeding traffic through the village remained a serious 

concern even in the 20mph zones.  
 
60. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS, RIGHTS OF WAY AND ALLOTMENTS 
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that as Cheshire West and Chester Council 

were now in financial difficulties it was proposing that the Parish Council 
enter into a partnership agreement and thereby contribute towards the 
cost of repairs to public rights of way. 

 
 Members discussed the proposal and a possible maximum budget that the 

Principal Authority could call on to support ongoing maintenance work. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report; 
 
(2) in principle, this Council is happy with a Partnership Agreement with 

the Principal Authority in respect of the maintenance of public rights of 
way; and 

 
(3) Councillor A Bailey be requested to continue discussions to help bring 

about the Partnership Agreement required and bring a progress report 
to the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 8 May 2017. 

 
(b) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported on the progress he had made with this 

initiative.  He had spoken to the landowner about the use of her gate.  
However, she was extremely cautious about the idea. 

 
 Members agreed that this was a serious safety issue and funding the new 

entrance would be possible if the benefit to the Saughall community could 
be demonstrated. 

 
 Councillor Jennings informed that he had been approached by Flintshire 

Council and had agreed to prepare a document that would explain the 
route. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor H Jennings be thanked for his report; 
 
(2) Councillor H Jennings be requested to continue to progress the 

 initiative by preparing the necessary documentation and investigating 
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the potential for the new gate being located, in consultation with 
Flintshire County Council; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to write to the landowner explaining the 

proposed route. 
 
(c) Allotments 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the Licensee of the Greyhound Pub was 

willing to provide land for approximately 4½ allotment plots.  Four people 
were interested in the allotments and they had been invited to a meeting 
about this next Friday. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report; and 
 
(2) a further report on the proceedings of the meeting with proposed 

allotment holders be brought to the next meeting of the Council 
scheduled for Monday, 8 May 2017. 

 
61. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

(a) Essar Chester 2017 Half Marathon – Sunday, 21 May 2017 
 
 It was reported that Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team had all 

the arrangements in hand for this event. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) ‘Music in the Park’ – Saturday, 3 June 2017  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had enquired by email if the Music in the Park 

Group could put up a banner on the railings of the Children’s Play Area in 
the Golden Jubilee Park to advertise the forthcoming event for a three 
week period prior to it taking place. This had been agreed. 

  
 It was reported that the Greyhound Inn had had to make an approach to 

the Music in the Park Group to request that it be allowed to be involved 
with the forthcoming event scheduled for 3 June 2017.  This had 
happened even though the Council had discussed this matter in detail at 
its meeting on 5 December 2016 where it had been 
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 ‘RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council supports village businesses and, therefore, all three 

licenced premises will be invited to quote to provide the Bar at next 
year’s ‘Music in the Park event’.’ 

 
 (Minute No. 307 (c) refers.) 

 
 The Council was informed that, unfortunately, the Greyhound Inn had not 

been invited to quote to provide the Bar and had approached the Group’s 
Secretary who had informed that the Group relied on organisations to 
approach it.   

 
 The Council was of the view that, under the circumstances, this was a 

negative and unhelpful response which was contrary to what had been 
discussed and agreed should happen. The Council had a stated aim to 
support and encourage local businesses and it wanted to promote them 
within the local community.  This was well referenced in its Business Plan 
and all Members were aware of it. 

 
 Given that the Music in the Park Group came under the auspices of the 

Parish Council and that the Council underwrote the event and owned the 
land on which it was to be held, the Council had expected the Music in the 
Park Group to comply with its instructions as resolved above. Therefore, it 
was 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to ask Councillor Mrs JM Young (who 
represents the Council on the Music in the Park Group), to please 
ensure that the Council’s instructions are carried out and that the Bar at 
the event is provided by one of the licensed premises in the village; and 

 
(2) Councillor A Warrington be requested to attend a planning meeting 

organised by the Music in the Park Group at 6pm on Wednesday, 19 
April 2017 at the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters to inform of the 
Council’s displeasure that its instructions have been ignored 

 
62. EGERTON ARMS PUBLIC HOUSE 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the Egerton Arms on Hermitage Road was 

expected to close on 18 April 2017.  CAMRA was trying to get it registered as 
an asset of community value. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
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63. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 
 Members noted that the Annual Parish Meeting was scheduled to be held at 

7:30pm on Monday, 24 April 2017.  The purpose of the meeting was for the 
Parish Council to explain what it had been doing over the last year and it 
enabled the electors to have their say on anything they considered was 
important to the people of the Parish. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the next Parish Council Surgery be held at the Music in the Park event 

on Saturday, 3 June 2017. 
 
64. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Outside Events Coming Up 
 
 There were no outside meetings coming up. 
 
(b) Reports on outside events attended by Members since the last ordinary 

Council meeting on Monday, 6 February 2017. 
 
 There were no reports on outside meetings. 

 
65. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 Christian Matheson MP had written to the Clerk on 10 March 2017 about the 

Government’s plan to cut Pharmacy funding.  He hoped that the issue raised 
with his office had been dealt with in a considered and sympathetic manner. 

 


