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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 1 February 2016 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road, 
Saughall. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by: 
 
Mrs Gay Dunlea of Ashcroft and Mrs Margaret Bland of Hollycroft (both properties 
are on Long Lane) had written to the Council on three occasions to raise concerns 
regarding the long standing and unresolved flooding issues on Long Lane in 
December 2012, December 2013 and January 2016.  They had asked to speak and 
were in attendance at the meeting.  They addressed the Council about the flooding 
problem which had been particularly bad this year due to the substantial amount of 
rain that had fallen. A plan was passed around to illustrate the problem. 
 
The Ladies asked for the Council’s help and support in respect of the flooding 
problem which had been ongoing for years.  They informed that they had 
correspondence about it going back 15 years.  It had never been eradicated only 
quick fixes had been provided to get the water away from the road. In March 2015 
they had been told that there was funding earmarked to install a pipe.  Councillor 
Brian Crowe had informed them that progress was being made and they were 
grateful for his assistance.  Large wagons went passed the houses and the lying 
water splashed up as far as the bedroom windows. To avoid the water some vehicles 
mounted the pavement which was dangerous. 
 
Councillor Mrs K Ford told the Council that Councillor Crowe had emailed her, earlier 
in the day, to inform her that there was a collapsed drain under Mrs Dunlea’s 
property – Ashcroft and not under Mrs Bland’s property – Hollycroft, as had 
previously been stated. 
 
Mr Colin Robertson, the Head Chef at the Greyhound Inn accompanied by the 
General Manager, Martin addressed the Council on the future plans for the licensed 
premises. They informed that they were meeting with Enterprise Inns on Thursday as 
they wanted to put in a bowling green and had plans for a Gentlemen’s Club, 
including snooker. They also hoped to provide some allotments in the space at the 
back of the site. They informed that there was an ongoing commitment to internal 
and external refurbishment of the Pub, as well as plans for the redevelopment of 
outside land and storage buildings for local community use. 
 
Members suggested that the Greyhound put on ‘cheap and cheerful’ food at tea 
times to encourage families to visit the Pub and Mr Robertson agreed to revisit the 
menus.  
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In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor Ms M Collins 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor H Jennings  
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs J O’Malley 
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 PCSO Lauren Davies 
 Mr Tony Summers, Chairman of the Saughall Uniformed 

Groups 
 
32. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe had sent his apologies due to illness. 
 
33. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
34. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendments the Minutes of the meetings of the 

Council held on 4 and 11 January 2016 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No. 11 (b) – Parking on Grass Verges and Footpaths – replace ‘putting 

up signs’ with ‘providing little notices’. 
 
35. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning application were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
planning authority of them. 

 
(i) 16/000979/FUL 

Proposal: Two storey side extension. 
Location: 74 The Ridings, Saughall, Cheshire. 

 
 “No objections.” 
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(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions made by the planning authority be 

noted: 
 

(i) 15/04622/FUL 
Proposal: Single Storey Rear Extension  
Location: 14 Park Avenue, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 
 

(ii) 15/05180/FUL 
Proposal: Single Storey Rear Extension and Front Porch. 
Location: Sefton, Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 
 

(c) Planning Appeal Hearing 
 
 The Council noted that the Planning Authority had informed that an Appeal 

Hearing was being arranged in respect of Oakwood Farm, Parkgate Road, 
Saughall 

 
(d) 15/01834/FUL 

Proposal: Change of Use from agricultural land to campsite, for the 
erection of up to 8 ’glamping units’ between 1 March and 31 
October each year.  Construction of a facilities building, an 
access road, parking area and associated landscaping. 

Location: Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
 The Council had agreed at its meeting on 4 January 2016, following Public 

Speaking Time when the applicant, Mr Steve Wales had addressed it that it 
would reconsider this planning proposal. 

 
 Members noted the comments it had made previously to the Planning 

Authority about the land being washed over green belt, the proposal being 
a commercial non-agricultural venture and the concerns raised about the 
disposal of sewage and foul water, the increase in the numbers using the 
site, no public transport or shopping facilities near the site, the state of the 
access road and the relocation of the public footpath. 

 
 Some Members had taken the opportunity to visit the site.  Councillor Ms M 

Collins informed that the proposal, if agreed, would provide a unique 
offering in the local area and it was so small scale that it would have little 
impact on the green belt.  It would not mean that there would be huge 
numbers of people coming to the village.  The road leading to the site had 
so many potholes that people would have no option but to drive slowly.  
Also, the proposed buildings would have a fantastic finish as the applicant 
planned to use natural products and recycled materials. 
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 Councillor A Bailey told the Council that it was important to support its local 
entrepreneurs and that the public footpath would only be diverted by four 
feet and it would be improved.   

 
 Councillor H Jennings was in agreement with what the other two 

Councillors had said and informed that his only slight concern was if some 
people decided to have parties on the glamping sites and asked Mr Wales, 
who was in attendance at the meeting, how he would manage it.  

 
(e) Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford proposed that Standing Orders be suspended in 

order that Mr Wales could answer questions. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council’s Standing Orders be suspended whilst the planning 

proposal for Kings Acre is under consideration so that Mr Wales can 
answer Members’ questions on the proposed glamping site. 

 
(f) 15/01834/FUL – continued 
 
 Mr Wales informed that Glampers tended to be families and couples not 

large group.  If there was a party he would be on site to manage it and 
there would be a policy about lights out and music off. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar declared a personal interest as a neighbour of Mr 

Wales. 
 
 Councillor P Young asked Members what had made them change their 

minds.  He reminded the Council that it was only a consultee and pointed 
out that the planning proposal was not that much different to the previous 
one to which it had objected. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that the Council was now more informed.  

It had received a presentation from Mr Wales before its meeting on 7 
December 2015 and some Councillor had visited the site.   

 
 Some Members informed that they were now happy with the planning 

proposal.  The applicant intended to resubmit it to the Planning Authority 
soon and the Council would again be asked for its comments as a statutory 
consultee. 

 
 Standing Orders back in force. 
 
(g) Other Planning Matters – 122 Hermitage Road, Saughall 
 
 The Council noted that the Enforcement Officer, Mr Keith Sharp had visited 

the site, met the owners and viewed the structure which was a log cabin, 
that had been built there.  He now needed to check a few things regarding 
it in the office and would update the Clerk regarding it more fully as soon 
as he could. 
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36. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PCSO Lauren Davies, although on a rest day, was in attendance at the 

meeting.  She reported that there had been a number of anti-social 
incidents had occurred by Wain Court.  Consequently, she had been to a 
meeting with Sanctuary Housing about a proposal to install a camera as a 
deterrent to this type of behaviour. 

 
 There had been no burglaries over the last month but there had been one 

theft from a vehicle at the Mollington Banastre Hotel. 
 
 Concerns were raised that people were driving on the footpaths at school 

start and finish times.  The PCSO informed that currently PCSOs in 
Cheshire had no traffic powers as they had been taken away. 

 
 There were also concerns raised over the parking problems at the Golden 

Jubilee Park on a weekend.  There were issues raised about the garages 
off Church Road as there was usually a car in every bay.  There would be 
a problem if someone wanted to get out.  PCSO Davies agreed to pay 
particular attention to this. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That PCSO Lauren Davies be thanked for her report. 
 
(b) Proposal to Procure a Speed Gun 
 
 PCSO Lauren Davies had been asked at the Council meeting held on 4 

January 2016 to find out how much it would cost for the Council to 
purchase its own speed gun.  She estimated that a speed gun would cost 
between £500 and £600.  The Council would need its own if it wanted to be 
part of the Community Speed Watch initiative. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Lauren Davies be requested to book the Constabulary’s speed 

gun for use in Saughall. 
 
(c) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that this initiative was going well.  All the 

people in the village who lived near crime hotspots had been contacted 
and given the option to obtain a DNA Kit. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report. 
 
 



Page 31 

(d) Police and Crime Commissioner’s Meeting with Parish and Town Council 
Representatives 

 
 The Council noted that this meeting would be held at 6:30pm on Tuesday, 

9 February 2016 at the Community Centre, Fluin Lane, Frodsham, WA6 
7QN. 

 
 The Council received a note of the issues raised and actions taken from 

the last meeting held on 10 November 2015. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 

(1) Councillors A Bailey, Mrs JE Storrar and A Warrington be requested to 
represent the Council at the next meeting with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner at 6:30pm on 9 February 2016 in Frodsham and bring a 
report on its proceedings to the next meeting of the Council scheduled 
for 4 April 2016; and 

 
(2) the notes of the issues raised and actions taken from the last meeting 

between Parish and Town Council Representatives and the Police and 
Crime Commissioner held on 10 November 2015 be noted. 

 
(e) Cheshire Constabulary Rural Crime Conference – Monday, 29 February 

2016 at Willington Hall 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors H Jennings and Ms A Manning be requested to represent 

the Council at the meeting and bring a report on its proceedings to the next 
meeting of the Council scheduled for 4 April 2016. 

 
(f) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that a decision on the logo would be made at 

the next meeting and that a contact in each street in Saughall was needed.   
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his progress report on the Home 

Watch. 
 
(g) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that there was nothing to report on the 

Team’s activities. 
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37. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 January 2016 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the following payments be approved: 
 

 Financial Year 2015/2016 £ Cheque No 
 Morral Play Services Ltd 54:00 102956 
 (Play Equipment Inspection Report) 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 30:00 102957 
 D & J Gardening Services 1,050:00 102958 
 (Cleaning out pond and replacing fence) 
 Groundworks North West (Retention Zip Wire) 540:00 102959 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 507:60 102960 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 65:30 102961 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 70:00 102962 
  

(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 

38. SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council’s Standing Orders be suspended for the following item of 

business so that Mr Tony Summers can contribute to the discussion on a 
proposal to provide a defibrillator(s) in the village. 

 
39. PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE A DEFIBRILLATOR(S) IN THE VILLAGE 
 
 The Council noted the content of a press release from Cheshire West and 

Chester Council that informed there was unanimous all party support for 
defibrillators in all schools in the Borough. 

 
 The Council then discussed the need for a collaborative approach to providing 

two defibrillators in the village. 
 
 Mr Tony Summers informed that it would be of great benefit to the community 

to locate a defibrillator in the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters as there were a 
variety of activities hosted in the HQ Building as well as the planned events in 
the Golden Jubilee Park e.g. Music in the Park, Sports Days etc. 
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 Mr Tony Summers informed that there were grants available e.g. British Heart 
Foundation for defibrillators that where accessible 24 hours a day and that 
there was one in Blacon in a locked cupboard with a code. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey reminded the Council that it had a community facilities 

budget that could be used to provide defibrillators and proposed that the 
Council use this to purchase two defibrillators to be located in the village. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to purchase two defibrillators, one to be located in 

the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters and the other at either the Co-op Store 
or the Vernon Institute. 

 
 Standing Orders back in force. 
 
40. PARISH PLAN REFRESH REPORT AND ACTION PLAN 
 
 The Council had regard to its most recent Parish Plan Refresh Report dated 

September 2014 and agreed that a review was needed and that wording in 
relation to flooding needed to be added. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the review and revision of the Parish Plan Refresh Report and Action 

Plan be postponed and considered again, as a starting point, if a decision is 
taken to embark on a Neighbourhood Plan, or alternatively, if the decision is 
not to proceed with Neighbourhood Planning the Parish Plan Refresh Report 
and Action Plan will be revised. 

 
41. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 
 

(a) The Benefits 
 
 At the meeting of the Council held on 4 January 2016 Members had given 

consideration to the work and time involved and the costs of drawing up a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  It was noted that once a Plan was finalised and 
published any planning proposals must fit in with it.  It had also been noted 
that grants were available to assist the planning process. 

 
 Members were aware that Tattenhall Parish Council had already drawn up 

a Neighbourhood Plan and proposed that, before they decided whether or 
not to embark on the Neighbourhood Planning process, the Clerk be 
requested to contact the Clerk to Tattenhall Parish Council to ascertain 
what benefits it had identified from compiling its Plan. Dependent on the 
response it was hoped that the Council may be invited to meet with 
representatives of Tattenhall Parish Council to share any learning and how 
to avoid any pitfalls. (Minute No. 8 refers). 

 
 The Clerk had done as she had been requested and as a result had 

received an email dated 13 January 2016 from Councillor Carol Weaver, 
MBE, the Chairman of Tattenhall and District Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
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Group and DCLG Neighbourhood Planning Champion, who had responded 
as follows: 

 
 ‘Thank you for the email that you sent to Jean, our Clerk and which she 

has asked me to respond to. 
 
 You are right that the development of a Neighbourhood Plan is a big 

commitment time-wise but I was pleasantly surprised at the cost of ours 
which came in at around 11-12 thousand pounds.  This is still a 
sizeable amount, but nothing near the 50ish thousand that was being 
bandied about in the early days. 

 
 As far as benefits go we as a Parish Council are now much more 

knowledgeable about planning and the planning system and as a result 
our comments on planning applications are much better thought out 
and more “professional” now. 

 
 As the Neighbourhood Plan is a community project I do believe that it 

has brought our community closer.  It certainly threw up some very 
diverse skills within it.  It has also made our residents much more 
planning “savvy” which is good in that I think they now understand 
better why the Parish Council writes the comments it does and supports 
or object to an application for a particular reason. 

 
 However it also means that they are better able to challenge us if they 

don’t agree with our stance (but that’s not entirely bad as it does 
provoke discussion). 

 
 Having a Neighbourhood Plan should give you a much “tighter” more 

local document to benchmark your planning applications against along 
with the NPPF and Local Plan.  However the Local Planning Authority 
doesn’t seem to have entirely got to grips with this yet and sometime 
doesn’t refer to our NP when writing application reports.  Both ourselves 
and Malpas have taken this up with the planning department and we 
are hoping to have this ironed out soon. 

 
 As for learning, I would say that when developing your plan be aware of 

time slippage.  Some slippage is inevitable but our first consultation 
went on far too long, for reasons that were good at the time, but it 
should have been shorter.  Also after our 6 week consultation on the 
draft document there was a long delay before we submitted the Plan to 
the Local Authority.  This was because we were a frontrunner and 
CW&C and DCLG (Department of Communities and Local 
Government) were poring over it but again, with the benefit of hindsight, 
the time should have been shorter. 

 
 Also, remember that this is a community led document and you have to 

be open minded.  You may have to put in the document things you 
don’t like or don’t agree with but it has to be majority led. 

 
 You may wish to work with and heavily include developers and that’s 

fine.  However, if like us you don’t that is fine too but I would warn you 
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they don’t like it if they aren’t included and they fight dirty.  However it is 
community led planning NOT developer led planning. 

 
 I hope that helps and I have also copied in my colleague Councillor 

Graham Spencer, a fellow Neighbourhood Planning champion, who 
was Chairman of the Parish Council whilst we were doing this project 
who may wish to add something. 

 
 Also if you require any further information then please don’t hesitate to 

get in touch.  We would also be happy to come over and talk personally 
to your prospective group so that you can ask specific questions or hear 
our story. 

 
 Best Wishes with your Plan.’ 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to make arrangement for Councillors A Bailey, 

Mrs K Ford, H Jennings, Ms A Manning, Mrs JE Storrar and A Warrington 
to go to Tattenhall to meet Members of Tattenhall Parish Council who were 
involved in steering the Council through the Neighbourhood Planning 
process to learn more about what it entails and its benefits etc. 

 
(b) Funding 
 
 The Council noted that if it decided to go ahead with a Neighbourhood Plan 

it would be eligible to apply for up to £8,000 in grant.  The details of this 
were attached to the agenda for the meeting.  Two types of support were 
on offer and there were guidance notes available with each option: 

 

 Technical Support 

 Neighbourhood Planning Grant 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the funding opportunities available be revisited if the Council decides 

to go down the road of Neighbourhood Planning. 
 
(c) Project to Identify the Owners of Land in the Village 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had collated this information and agreed to make 

it available for consideration at the next meeting. 
 
42. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 
 At the meeting of the Council held on 4 January 2016 a Working Group 

(Councillors A Bailey, Mrs K Ford, Ms M Collins, H Jennings and A 
Warrington) had been established to take the Local Council Award Scheme 
forward.  (Minute No. 10 refers.) 

 
 The new Local Council Award Scheme has been designed to celebrate the 

successes of the very best local councils, and to provide a framework to 
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support all local councils to improve and develop to meet their full potential. 
The scheme offered councils the opportunity to show that they met the 
standards set by the sector, assessed by their peers, and to put in place the 
conditions for continued improvement. 

 
 The Award Scheme had been designed to provide the tools and 

encouragement to those councils at the beginning of their improvement 
journeys, as well as promoting and recognising councils that were at the 
cutting edge of the sector. It was only through the sector working together, to 
share best practice, drive up standards and supporting those who were 
committed to improving their offer to their communities that individual councils 
and the sector as a whole would reach its full potential. 

 
 Members reported that the first step was to register online with the National 

Association of Local Councils (NALC). The Council would be charged a £50 
registration fee by NALC.  Also, the Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
would consider any submission prepared and offer advice if needed at a cost 
of £100. 

 
 This Scheme replaced the Quality Council Award and it was considered that 

obtaining it illustrated that the Council had good governance arrangements 
and was efficient with appropriate policies in place.  This would also provide 
reassurance for the public. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That a Local Council Award Scheme be taken forward and the Clerk be 

requested to register the Council with NALC for the Quality Award. 
 
43. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Speeding Traffic 
 
 Vehicles were still speeding through the village.  Another assessment was 

to be carried out and the data was awaited from Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire 
West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer - Place Operations. 

 
(b) Parking on Grass Verges and Footpaths 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford was liaising with PCSO Lauren Davies to see if 

notices could be put on cars to deter motorists from parking on grass 
verges and footpaths in future. 

 
(c) Drop Kerbs 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox reported that Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Principal Engineer - Place Operations had emailed her 
to let her know that Cheshire West and Chester Council had no capacity to 
take this initiative forward yet.  She would progress it when she could. 

 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/lcawardscheme
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(d) A Pedestrian Crossing for Hermitage Road 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Place 

Operations, Kay Parry had informed that in order to justify the provision of 
a pedestrian crossing she would need to carry out an assessment which 
measured the level of conflict between vehicles and pedestrians based on 
a count of both.  The assessment would be carried out on Hermitage Road 
in the spring. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(e) 20MPH Speed Limits in Residential Areas across Cheshire West and 

Chester 
 
 The Council had regard to a press release issued by Cheshire West and 

Chester Council which informed that it’s Cabinet had voted to roll out 
20mph speed limits in residential areas across the Borough. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s press release be 

noted. 
 
44. JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox informed the Council that her intended to meet Chris 

Matheson MP in the next few weeks about the Japanese Knotweed in the 
village and about a problem with rats as well. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council continue monitor the situation. 
 
45. BUS SERVICE TO CHESTER 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she had been told, unofficially, that the 

Bus Service was to revert back to its previous schedule.  She had not been 
told when this would happen.  However, the bus drivers were telling their 
passengers that this would be from April 2016. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Saughall Bus Service continue to be monitored. 
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46. SAUGHALL CLEAN-UP DAY 
 
 The Council was informed that Mr Andrew Errington had written to the Clerk to 

inform her that the Rotary Club intended to hold a Saughall Clean-Up Day in 
the spring and volunteers were being sought to assist this important initiative 
which was part of The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations.  The ‘Clean for the 
Queen’ campaign aimed to inspire a million people to make the places where 
they lived more beautiful by removing litter. 

 
 Members were happy to support this initiative and pledged to assist once the 

arrangements were finalised and they knew when the clean-up would take 
place.  

 
 Members took the opportunity to complain about the mess Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s contractors made when they collected the waste and 
recycling materials each Monday.  The collection, earlier in the day, was 
highlighted as it had been very windy and a lot of rubbish had escaped and 
been blown around the village.  This did happen on a regular basis.  It was 
considered appropriate to draw this to the attention to the Principal Authority’s 
Chief Executive, Steve Robinson as his officers had written to Parish Councils 
recently to encourage them to support the Clean for the Queen campaign.  It 
was only fair that he supported the campaign too and ensured that the rubbish 
went straight into the refuge collection vehicle and any that was inadvertently 
dropped was retrieved immediately by the contractors so that the village could 
be litter free. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Mr Andrew Errington be informed that this Council is happy to support the 
Saughall Clean-up Day and Members await more details; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be instructed to write to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Chief Executive, Steve Robinson to point out his waste and recycling 
contractors failings and request that he takes the appropriate steps to 
remedy the problem. 

 
47. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Development and Funding Requirements 
 

(i) Community and Sports Pavilion Proposal 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that in terms of funding the Pavilion 

Project had a shortfall of at least £300,000 and the funding application 
to Sport England needed partnership funding in place for it to be 
successful.  The funding application had been drawn up and had been 
progressed by a former Member of the Council.  Councillor Mrs K Ford 
accepted that the Council had made mistakes with this project and had 
not provided enough direction.  No clear guidelines had been set out.  
The Saughall Community and Sports Pavilion (SCASP) Committee had 
carried out good work but sadly both its Chairman (Brian Huxley) and 
its Secretary (Vanessa Barnett) had now resigned. 



Page 39 

 
 There had been no legal documentation to confirm who would own the 

new building.  There had been no Terms of Reference drawn up by the 
Council for the SCASP Committee.  The Council had invested funds in 
the project and now had to make a decision on how to proceed.  A 
different building was needed for community use as the Uniformed 
Groups’ Headquarters building had a limited life span (2023) and may 
become uninsurable at some stage in the future.  

 
 The Council had a number of options to consider e.g. it could agree to 

apply to funding providers for grants, it could write the Project off and 
begin again with a more affordable project or the Project could be 
abandoned in its entirety.  There had been a discussion about bolting a 
shower block onto the Uniformed Groups’ headquarters to 
accommodate the Cricket Club’s needs re Junior Teams. However, 
such a decision could only be taken by the Uniformed Groups as they 
owned the building. 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford then asked Members for their views on how to 

proceed with the Project.  
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he was frustrated and angry but could 

understand why the SCASP Committee’s Chairman and Secretary had 
resigned.  As the SCASP Treasurer, Councillor A Bailey told the 
Council that an Extra-Ordinary meeting would need to be called to 
dissolve the SCASP Committee and distribute its funds.  His view was 
that the last three years had been wasted. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington told the Council that it would need to agree a 

way forward.  The current building would need to be replaced.  A non- 
permanent building that would last twenty years could be the answer.  
This option would be more affordable and such a building could be 
replaced again to suit future generations.  It was now time to move 
forward. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar was of the view that the Council should have 

provided the SCASP Committee with more support.  It should have 
stepped in and offered its help.  She considered that the planning 
permission for the new build, which was almost three years old, should 
be re-applied for.  It was important that a decent building was provided 
in the village for sporting and community use. 

 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton was of the view that the Council needed to 

start the Project again.  A multi-use building was needed to 
accommodate sports and the various activity groups in the village. 

 
 Councillor Mrs J O’Malley agreed with Councillor Mrs D Whitton.  A 

multi-use building was required.  The planning application was for a 
perceived Cricket Pavilion.  Saughall needed a Village Hall.  She 
considered that a lot of people had worked hard, a fantastic job had 
been undertaken and, to move forward, the Council should try to get 
them on board so it could benefit from their skills and experience.  



Page 40 

Councillor Ms M Collins informed that she was in agreement with this 
approach. 

 
 Councillor H Jennings drew comparisons with the proposals to improve 

and repair the Vernon Institute building as that Project was also 
experiencing funding difficulties. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that the answer may not be to over brick 

the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters as the building did not belong to 
the Council.  However, it could be part of the solution with the 
necessary agreement, over a period of time. 

 
 Councillor PP Young referred to the governance issues.  He was aware 

that the matter was complicated and he considered that the Council 
needed to spend time on it. He also noted that there had been split 
loyalties in respect of the Project.  The current building was now in 
desperate need of improvement by means of an extension or new build.  
The Vernon Institute building was also at the end of its life and needed 
to be maintained appropriately. 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford told the Council that it had lessons to learn from 

the process so far. 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning expressed sadness over the situation the 

Council now found itself in.  She urged Members not to give up and to 
consider a building aimed at all areas of sport.  Councillor Mrs D 
Whitton agreed with Councillor Ms A Manning and added that such a 
building should also accommodate community groups and the 
Uniformed Groups’ who currently used the temporary building in the 
Golden Jubilee Park (the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters). 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he did not see a way forward for the 

SCASP Committee.  He took the view that any Project going forward 
must have the unanimous agreement of the Council. 

 
(ii) Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford proposed that Standing Orders be suspended in 

order that Mr Tony Summers could contribute to the discussion and 
respond to Members’ questions. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council’s Standing Orders be suspended to allow Mr Tony 

Summers to answer Members’ questions in respect of the Uniformed 
Groups’ temporary building. 

 
(iii) Community and Sports Pavilion Proposal - continued 
 
 Mr Tony Summers informed that the Uniformed Groups’ building had a 

life expectancy to 2023.  However, there were buildings around that 
were older and still in use.  If the building was not replaced, at the 
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appropriate time he intended to commission a survey to ascertain 
whether the building “was up to the job” and whether the Uniformed 
Groups could continue to get insurance for it. 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford asked Mr Tony Summers if the Uniformed 

Groups’ would be willing to work with the Council on a solution to the 
problem. 

 
 Mr Tony Summers informed the Council that the Uniformed Groups’ 

were unwilling to work with the Council because they perceived that 
“there was too much bureaucracy going on”.  The current building 
belonged to the Uniformed Groups but if they folded the funds from the 
proceeds of selling it would be handed to the Scouting and Guiding 
Association.  Mr Tony Summers was worried that the Uniformed 
Groups’ resources would be needed to maintain any extension that was 
added to the building.  The majority of users did not need a shower 
block and the Saughall Cricket Club would only use these facilities for 
16 weeks a year. 

 
 Mr Tony Summers was asked if the Uniformed Groups Headquarters 

was registered by the Land Registry but he did not know. 
 
 Standing Orders back in force. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council will determine the way forward with the Saughall 

Community and Sports Pavilion Project at a Special meeting to be held 
as soon as possible and representatives of the Cricket Club, the 
Uniformed Groups and the Saughall Community and Sports Pavilion 
Committee be invited to attend. 

 
 {Following the meeting it was agreed that this Special meeting 

would be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 17 February 2016 in the 
Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters on Fiddlers Lane, Saughall.} 

 
(iv) Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford proposed that Standing Orders be suspended in 

order that Mr Paul Evans could take part in the discussion on a 
proposed perimeter path in the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council’s Standing Orders be suspended to allow Mr Paul 

Evans to take part in the discussions on the following item of business. 
 
(v)  Proposal from Mr Paul Evans of Go Right Cycling to assist (by 

attracting external funding from Sport England) the provision of a new 
perimeter path around the Park for joint use of pedestrians and cyclists 
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 Mr Paul Evans informed the Council that he was willing to work with it to 
get the Perimeter Path Project up and running.  A lease agreement 
would be required for the Path.  He was meeting with the Chairman of 
Saughall Cricket Club; Brian Huxley to consider were the path should 
be located.  Mr Paul Evans also informed that he would explore 
possible options to fund this Project.   

 
 In the meantime, it was agreed that the Clerk would send Mr Paul 

Evans a copy of the Council’s agenda for each of its meetings. 
 
 Standing Orders back in force. 
 
(v) A Meeting between Interested Parties 
 
 The Council was informed that a meeting between its representatives 

and those of the Saughall Community and Sports Pavilion Committee 
and the Saughall Uniformed Groups had been held on Thursday, 21 
January 2016 to discuss how to move the Pavilion and Park 
refurbishment projects forward. 

 
 A copy of the notes of the meeting had been circulated with the 

Council’s agenda for this meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the notes of the meeting held on Thursday, 21 January 2016 

between the Council’s representatives, those of the Saughall 
Community and Sports Pavilion Committee and the Saughall Uniformed 
Groups be noted. 

 
(vi) Legal Advice 
 
 The Council was reminded that, at its Special meeting on Tuesday, 20 

October 2015, it had resolved to seek legal advice via the Cheshire 
Association of Local Councils.  (Minute No. 183(f) refers.)  Before the 
Clerk could progress this she needed to know exactly what the advice 
to be sought was in respect of.  Consequently, this would remain on the 
Council’s agenda until a decision was made. 

 
(vii)Project to Develop the Park and Provide New Play Equipment 
 
 A public consultation meeting had been held immediately before this 

meeting and a further one was scheduled for Monday, 7 March 2016.  
Members were now in the process of attending the various interest 
groups, clubs and organisations in the village to consult on the 
Council’s proposals. 

 
 The Council noted that the deadlines for Landfill funding which could be 

an option for the play improvements were: 
 

 WREN 2016 funding dates: 8 June or 28 September. 

 Veolia 2016 funding dates: 27 May or 26 August. 
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 The site was within the location boundaries for both funding streams. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the progress being made on the Project to Develop the Park and 

Provide New Play Equipment be noted. 
 
(viii)MUGA Insurance 
 
 The Council noted that the advice received from its insurance company 

was that 
 

‘Where local groups use the MUGA the Parish Council is insured if 
someone is injured by a defect with the facility and it can be proven 
that the Parish Council is legally liable for the defect.  
 
However, any injury or damage arising from activities undertaken 
there cannot be covered by the policy we arrange unless they are 
organised by the Parish Council. 
  
For clarity, this should be explained to the groups so there is no 
issue in the event of an injury arising. It is preferable that the groups 
possess their own Public Liability Insurance and provide you with 
proof of this.’ 

 
Consequently, the sign on order listed rules for the MUGA included how 
to book it and that the Council was not liable for any injury caused as a 
result of misuse of the equipment.  Nor was it liable for any injury 
sustained during recreational play that it has not organised itself. 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
 That the position in respect of insurance for the MUGA be noted. 
 

(b) Maintenance 
 

(i) Field Committee 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Field Committee had met on 

Friday, 29 January 2016.  Its members had walked around the Park and 
the following matters had been highlighted in the report and were 
discussed by the Council as considered appropriate: 

 

 The grass verge inside the Cheshire Railings had deep ruts in it 
(along Fiddlers Lane).  It was proposed that some soil from the 
mound in the Park be used to carry out repairs.  It was also 
proposed that some edging stones be put in place to stop further 
damage. 

 Work would be required in respect of the drainage when the 
weather improved.  Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she was 
meeting a contractor on site about the drainage problem having 
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taken advice from Mr RA Storrar. A quote would be available at the 
next meeting. 

 All safety surfaces needed to be cleaned appropriately.   

 The signage was not in place.  However, it was noted that it was on 
order and the Council’s Insurance Company had been consulted 
over the wording as had the Play Equipment Inspector.  The exact 
dimensions were agreed and the Clerk agreed to inform the 
contractor. 

 The green benches near the fence needed to be put on firmer 
footings. 

 The wooden gates mechanism required repair.  It was noted that a 
new gate was on order and the refurbishment of the Cheshire 
Fencing had now been commissioned  

 There was some mole activity. 

 The rubbish removed from the pond seemed to have ended up in 
the ditch. 

 The wire mesh from the old fence was still in the Park and it was 
proposed that the Cricket Club use it to strengthen the hedge 
against Fiddlers Lane. 

 The rope around the cricket square had been cut with a sharp knife 
and the PCSO had been informed. 

 There was lots of litter in the hedgerows and the Saughall sign on 
Long Lane needed cleaning. 

 There was evidence of fires being set in the pond area. 

 It was noted that the No Dogs sign to go by the gate was on order. 

 Motorcyclists had been in the Park and the PCSO had been 
informed. 

 The grass had continued to grow through the winter but grass 
cutting was not due to commence until April in accordance with the 
present agreement with the Cricket Club.  It was noted that this 
agreement would be reviewed in due course. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Field Committee’s report be noted and the work 

proposed be agreed. 
 
48. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS, RIGHTS OF WAY AND ALLOTMENTS 
 

(a) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration to the next ordinary 

meeting of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
(b) Volunteers Can Help Look After Local Footpaths – Warden’s Project 
 
 It was noted that the Clerk had been informed that this Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s initiative was not now going ahead. 
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(c) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 
Track on the Sealand/Saughall Border 

 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that the Clerk had contacted Rosslyn 

Colderley at Sustrans on 14 January 2016 to ask if representatives of the 
Council could meet with representatives of Sustrans who looked after 
entrances as soon as possible because Members remained very 
concerned about the safety of horses and cyclists on the old railway bridge 
over the cycle track on the Sealand/Saughall border.  She had written to 
Ms Colderley previously on 3 December 2015 with details of a proposal 
and Ms Colderley had responded saying that she would ask Sustrans’ 
central team to take a look at it.  

 
 Members had witnessed two near accidents recently and consider that it 

was only a matter of time before someone suffered serious injury.  They 
considered that if a meeting could be held it was possible that a proposal 
could be considered which, if agreed, would have a very positive outcome. 

 
 Ms Colderley had not responded to the Clerk’s last email. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to remind Ms Colderley that the Council 

continued to await her response over a very serious safety issue. 
 
(d) Allotments 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration to the next ordinary 

meeting of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
49. VILLAGE AESTHETICS  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
50. HONORARY FREEMAN OR FREEWOMAN OF THE PARISH 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
51. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
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52. HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
53. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
54. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY GROUPS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
55. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Parish Council Surgery – 1 February 2016 
 
 Councillor P Young informed that he had held his Parish Council Surgery 

outside the Co-op Store on Church Road, Saughall.  Complaints had been 
received about the missing turf from the verges in Saughall Hey, about the 
Bus Service and about speeding traffic through The Ridings Estate. 

 
 Differing view on life in Saughall had been expressed some people thought 

the village was not as nice as it used to be whilst others loved living in the 
village. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor P Young be thanked for his report on the proceedings of 

his Parish council Surgery. 
 
(b) Date and Time of the Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Ms A Manning be requested to preside over the next 

Parish Council Surgery to be held between 10am and 10:45am on 27 
February 2016 outside the Co-op Store on Church Road, Saughall and 
bring a report on its proceedings to the meeting of the Council scheduled 
for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 

 
 



Page 47 

56. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWAC) – WARD 
COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (INCLUDING ANY HIGHWAY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES) 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That as Councillor Brian Crowe was not in attendance at the meeting his 

report be deferred to the meeting of the Council scheduled for 7pm on 
Monday, 4 April 2016. 

 
57. ATTENDANCE AT OUTSIDE MEETINGS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 4 April 2016. 
 
58. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED  
 
 The following communications had been received: 
 

 Email dated 11 January 2016 from Andy White, Race Director regarding 
the Chester Half Marathon scheduled for Sunday, 15 May 2016 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the above communication be noted. 
 
59. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received: 
 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Public Lectures at the Grosvenor 
Museum March – September 2016. 

 Cheshire west and Chester Council’s Exhibitions and Events February – 
May 2016. 

 


