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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 4 January 2016 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road, 
Saughall. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by: 
 
Mr Steve Wales who requested the Council’s support in respect of his proposed 
glamping site on his land at Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane, Saughall.  His planning 
application for a change of use from agricultural land to campsite, for the erection of 
up to eight ‘glamping units’ between 1 March and 31 October each year and  
construction of a facilities building, communal dining building, an access road, 
parking area and associated landscaping had recently been refused by the planning 
authority.  Mr Wales informed that Cheshire West and Chester Council had refused 
the planning application as it considered glamping to be a leisure activity.  If it had 
considered it to be a recreational activity the planning permission would have been 
granted. 
 
Mr Wales also informed that a lot of people in the village were supportive of this 
proposal and he requested the Council to discuss it at a future meeting and send a 
letter of support to Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
 
Mr Wales told the Council that he had been criticised for not farming the land.  
However, he had bought derelict property and improved it without attracting any grant 
aid.  Soon he would stock all sorts of animals. 
 
Mr Wales raised concerns that the Council had objected to nearly everything he had 
wanted to do e.g. renovate the land, a premises license for weddings and glamping.  
He informed that he considered that it was time for change, glamping would create 
jobs, boost the local economy, blend in with the countryside and there would be 
farming around it. 
 
Mr Wales was informed that the Parish Council was a statutory consultee who had 
already submitted its objections.  His application had been turned down.  
Consequently, he would now need to re-apply for planning permission, seek legal 
advice and speak to Councillor Brian Crowe.  In the meantime, it was agreed that the 
Council would consider Mr Wales’ planning proposal again at its next meeting 
scheduled for 1 February 2016. 
 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor Ms M Collins 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor H Jennings  
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs J O’Malley 
 Councillor Ms A Manning 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor PP Young 
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 PCSO Lauren Davies 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs JM Young and 

Councillor Brian Crowe. 
 
2. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
3. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendments the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 7 December 2015 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Attendance List – Mr Brian Huxley represented Saughall Community and 

Sports Pavilion Committee not Saughall Cricket Club. 
 
 Minute No. 222 - Golden Jubilee Park (a) – Application for Funding from Sport 

England, second resolution, replace Mr Anderson with Mr Andrews. 
 
 Minute No. 228 - Village Events (b) – Christmas Lights Switch-On – 2 

December 2015, second resolution, replace June with January. 
 
4. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
planning authority of them. 

 
(i) 15/04959/FUL 

Proposal: Two storey rear extension and first floor rear extension 
(demolish existing conservatory). 

Location: Wincroft, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
 “No objections.” 
 
(ii) 15/05029/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey rear extension. 
Location: 14 Park Avenue, Saughall, Cheshire.  

 
 “No objections.” 
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(iii) 15/05180/FUL  
Proposal: Single storey rear extension and front porch. 
Location: Sefton, Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire.  

 
 “No objections.” 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions made by the planning authority be 

noted: 
 

(i) 15/04622/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear extension (demolish existing). 
Location: Oaklea, Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 
 

(ii) 15/04629/FUL 
Proposal: Rear single storey rear extension to replace conservatory. 
Location: 29 Darlington Crescent, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 
 

(iii) 15/04534/FUL 
Proposal: Relocation of three existing Air Conditioning Units and the 

installation of two new Air Conditioning Units, a refrigeration 
condenser and refrigeration unit to the rear. 

Location: Co-operative Store, Church Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 

 
5. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PCSO Lauren Davies reported that the village had been relatively quiet 

over the Christmas period.  Concerns had been raised over a paint mark 
which had been left at the end of a drive and another on an outdoor porch.  
There had also been a theft of a trailer were the thief had broken through 
three locks to access and remove it and a suspicious vehicle had been 
sighted at the Greyhound Inn. 

 
 PCSO Davies informed that she had been to Frodsham to ascertain how 

the Town Council ran its community speed watch campaign.  It was 
important to get something up and running permanently and on a regular 
basis.  The Town Council used Special Constables and a speed gun.  She 
proposed that to obtain maximum effect in Saughall, the Council’s 
campaign be run on a permanent and regular basis and that a speed gun 
be procured for the purpose. 

 



Page 4 

 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) PCSO Lauren Davies be thanked for her report; and 
 
(2) the PCSO be requested to find out the cost of a speed gun and report it 

to the Council meeting scheduled for 1 February 2016. 
 

(b) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had been working with the PCSO on 

this initiative.  Progress had been made and they were now looking at 
crime ‘hotspots’.  Some property was still to be marked.  Sergeant Ian 
Wilson was moving on from the Cheshire North Policing Team but would 
still oversee Operation Shield. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report. 
 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 There was no progress to report. 
 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 The Council noted the content of a written report provided by Councillor 

Mrs JM Young. 
 
(e) Issues Raised and Actions from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s 

Meeting with Parish Councils in Cheshire West and Chester on 10 
November 2015 in Ellesmere Port 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the issues raised and actions from the Commissioner’s meeting with 

Parish Councils in Cheshire West and Chester held on 10 November 2015 
in Ellesmere Port be noted. 

 
6. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 7 December 
2015 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the following payments be approved: 
 

 Financial Year 2015/2016 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 507:60 102949 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 55:68 102950 
 HM Revenue and Customs 1,233:30 102951 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 70:00 102952 
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 Vernon Institute  76:00 102953 
 (Half the cost of the road closure for the  
 Christmas Lights Switch-on Event) 
 Mr A Warrington (glazing material for map board) 28:80 102954 
 The Greyhound Inn (Christmas Lights prize) 50:00 102955 

 
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(d) New Homes Bonus 
 
 The Clerk had written to the Leader of Cheshire West and Chester Council, 

Councillor Samantha Dixon informing that the Parish Council was aware of 
her intention to withdraw all New Homes Bonus from Parish Councils.  She 
had made the point that the new homes bonus was paid for six years per 
property, so it was a huge funding stream to lose for Parish Councils, the 
Community for whom the funds were intended and any future projects in 
the community.  Members were concerned that Councillor Dixon intended 
to introduce this without notice as it would affect Council budgets from April 
2016.  They were aware of the Principal Authority’s financial difficulties and 
that money was tight but Parish Councils needed time to plan for the 
difficulties this proposal would create for them. 

 
 The Clerk had also told Councillor Dixon that the Council understood that 

her Council needed to reduce New Homes Bonus paid to Parish Councils 
and requested that she did not take it away altogether. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Corporate Finance Manager – 

Budget Planning, Financial Reporting and Capital, Louise Davies had 
responded to the Clerk, on the Leader’s behalf, informing that her Council 
was facing significant financial challenges and needed to make savings of 
£47m over the next four years.  The decision on whether to continue the 
discretionary payment of New Homes Bonus to local communities was just 
one of many difficult decisions that the Council would need to make when 
deciding which services were protected, which were done differently and 
even which were stopped altogether. 

 
 Ms Davies informed that if the decision were to be taken that 20% of New 

Homes Bonus funding was to be retained centrally by Cheshire West and 
Chester Council the Parish Council could be reassured that the funding 
would not be lost; it would be targeted in a focused way towards delivering 
her Council’s key priorities and ensuring the communities that needed it 
most felt the benefit.  In this way all New Homes Bonus funding would 
continue to be used to improve the quality of life for the community. 
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 Ms Davies hoped that the Parish Council would agree that the most 
important thing was that all available resources were utilised in the best 
way possible for the benefit of local communities. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the situation with New Homes Bonus be noted. 

 
7. APPOINTMENT OF PARISH REPRESENTATIVES TO THE STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE 
 
 It was noted that the Cheshire Association of Local Councils had not yet sent 

the Clerk the details of the nominations that it had received. It was also noted 
that Councillor H Jennings had put his name forward to sit on Cheshire West 
and Chester Council’s Standards Committee. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the details of those nominated to sit on Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Standards Committee be awaited. 
 
8. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 
 
 The Council gave consideration to the work and time involved and the costs of 

drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan and noted that once the Plan was finalised 
and published any planning proposals must fit in with it.  It was also noted that 
grants were available to assist the planning process. 

 
 Members were aware that Tattenhall Parish Council had already drawn up a 

Neighbourhood Plan and proposed that, before they decided whether or not to 
embark on the Neighbourhood Planning process, the Clerk be requested to 
contact Tattenhall Parish Council to ask what benefits it had identified from 
compiling its Plan. Dependent on the response received, representatives from 
that Council may be invited to meet with representatives of this Council to 
share any learning and how to avoid any pitfalls. 

 
 The Council had begun to identify Saughall Landowners but Members were 

unsure of how much progress had been made with this initiative.  This must be 
established as this work could help inform a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact the Clerk to Tattenhall Parish Council 

in order to ascertain the information required as detailed above, as a starting 
point, if Neighbourhood Planning in Saughall is to proceed. 

 
9. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S PROPOSED PROJECTS 
 
 The Council was asked to carry out a review of its proposed projects in 

accordance with its Business Plan – Action Plan.  Members considered the 
Action Plan page by page and proposed additions, amendments and 
revisions. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to revise the Business Plan – Action Plan and 

circulate it to Members for their information. 
 
10. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 
 The Council noted that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) had 

launched its Local Council Award Scheme, supported by the Society of Local 
Council Clerks (SLCC) and the Local Government Association (LGA).  It had 
been developed following consultation with county associations and NALC's 
member councils. It replaced the Quality Parish Council Scheme. 

 
 The new scheme was supposed to celebrate the successes of the very best 

local councils, and provide a framework to support all local councils to improve 
and develop to meet their full potential. It aimed to encourage progression by 
including three award levels: Foundation, Quality and Quality Gold, and 
offered councils the opportunity to show that they met the standards set by the 
sector, assessed by their peers, and to put in place the conditions for 
continued improvement. 

 
 A NALC Briefing Paper had previously been provided for Members’ 

information at the Council meeting on 2 November 2015.  A copy of The Local 
Awards Scheme had been circulated to all Members with the agenda for the 
Council meeting held on 7 December 2015. 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that Members were unable to progress the 

Quality Gold award at the present time because there was conflict within the 
Council.  She therefore, proposed that the Council should try to obtain the 
Quality award.  There were various things to be done and documents to be 
drawn up towards this achievement but it was considered that the work 
involved would be worthwhile. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That a Local Council Award Scheme Steering Group be established 

(Councillors A Bailey, Mrs K Ford, Ms M Collins, H Jennings and A 
Warrington) and it be requested to meet and bring a progress report to the 
next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 1 February 2016. 

 
11. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Speeding Traffic 
 
 It was reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 

Engineer – Place Operations, Kay Parry had carried out one assessment 
but was not happy with it.  Another assessment was to be carried out and 
the data was awaited. 
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(b) Parking on Grass Verges and Footpaths 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she would speak to PCSO Lauren 

Davies and find out if she had looked into putting up signs to deter 
motorists from parking on grass verges and footpaths. 

 
(c) Drop Kerbs 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox reported that she was not aware of any progress on 

this matter. 
 
(d) A pedestrian Crossing for Hermitage Road 
 
 It was reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 

Engineer – Place Operations, Kay Parry had informed that in order to 
justify the provision of a pedestrian crossing she would need to carry out 
an assessment which measured the level of conflict between vehicles and 
pedestrians based on a count of both.  This could be done in the spring 
when the days were longer as it was carried out over a 12 hour period and 
could not be done in the dark. 

 
 Mrs Parry considered it very unlikely that it would meet the required level 

for justification for a crossing. Therefore, she suggested that, as each 
assessment cost in the region of £500, in the first instance an assessment 
be carried out at the location the Council considered the busiest and hence 
most needed and most likely to meet the criteria.  She suggested that this 
was the one nearest to the Vernon Institute and due to the narrow footway 
outside numbers 8-14.  Mrs Parry also suggested that the assessment be 
carried out outside number 26. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Principal Engineer – Place Operations, Kay Parry and ask her to 
carry out the assessment she has suggested on Hermitage Road. 

 
12. JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
 
 Members were circulated with emails between Councillor Mrs J Knox and 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Senior Regulatory Services Officer, Mr 
Mark Wright about a problem with Japanese Knotweed in the village.  It was 
noted that arrangements were being made to ensure that those who had 
made the complaint about Japanese Knotweed spreading onto their property 
would receive clear advice and an appropriate steer on how to proceed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council continue monitor the situation. 
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13. BUS SERVICE TO CHESTER 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford had sent an email to all Members of the Council on 23 

December 2015 informing them that a representative of the Arriva Bus 
Company had told her that the current bus service was not financially viable 
and that they were going to try to change it back to the way it had been before.  
They were 99.9% confident that they could do this and it would need to be 
approved at a meeting scheduled for 8 January 2016.  If it was approved it 
would take approximately eight weeks to return the service to what it had been 
previously. 

 
 Councillor Mrs Ford informed that it would be appropriate for the Council to 

write to Arriva, before 8 January 2016, stating that it was its consensus and 
that of local people that the current bus service to and from Chester was 
unsuitable for the village of Saughall and did not meet the needs of 
parishioners.  A return to the way the bus service had operated previously had 
the Council’s full support. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Arriva along the lines set out above. 
 
14. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Development and Funding Requirements 
 

(i) Sport England Funding Application 
 
 The Council noted the Clerk’s email dated 10 December 2015 to 

Thomas Andrews, Senior Manager Sport for Development and Grants 
Manager at Sport England along with his response.  Mr Andrews was 
unable to confirm an award until all partnership funding was in place. As 
he understood it, there was still a large amount of partnership funding 
outstanding for that to happen, and based on the limited information he 
had available it seemed to him that using the insurance money from the 
fire to meet this shortfall would make sense. There was also the issue 
of the planning permission condition to demolish the scout hut once the 
new community centre was completed.  He still questioned why lots of 
money was being spent on a refurbished facility if it was only going to 
be demolished in the next few months. 

 
 Mr Andrews informed that he had asked questions to try to get a bit 

more background on the situation so that he could have a better 
understanding of what was going on.  He hoped that the Saughall 
Community and Sports Pavilion Committee could provide this 
information so that a judgement could be made on value for money and 
a decision made on whether to proceed with a Sport England award. 

 
 Mr Andrews had also requested Mr Brian Huxley of the Saughall and 

Community and Sports Pavilion Committee to respond to his questions 
as soon as possible. 
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(ii) A Meeting between Interested Parties 
 
 The Council was informed that a meeting between its representatives 

and those of the Saughall Community and Sports Pavilion Committee 
and the Saughall Uniformed Groups was scheduled for 7:30pm on 
Thursday, 21 January 2016 to discuss how to move the Pavilion and 
Park refurbishment projects forward. 

 
(iii) Legal Advice 
 
 The Council at its Special meeting on Tuesday, 20 October 2015 had 

resolved to seek legal advice via the Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils.  (Minute No. 183(f) refers.)  Before the Clerk could progress 
this she needed to know exactly what the advice to be sought was in 
respect of.  This would remain on the Council’s agenda until a decision 
was made. 

 
(iv) Project to Develop the Park and Provide New Play Equipment 
 
 The Council considered how to consult local people on its development 

proposals for the Golden Jubilee Park.  There would be public 
consultation meetings held in the Vernon Institute and Members agreed 
to visit village organisations e.g. the School, the Nurseries, Pre School 
and attend the Farmer’s Market and meetings of the various clubs in 
the village e.g. Knit and Natter, Friday Club, Woman’s Institute over the 
next few weeks to consult on the proposals. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to arrange two Public Consultation Meetings 
at the Vernon Institute at: 

 

 6pm on Monday, 1 February 2016; 

 7pm on Monday, 7 March 2016: and 
 
(2) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Total Environment, Green 

Infrastructure Officer Mary Lavery and Landscape Artist, Fiona 
Huyton be invited to attend the meetings at (1) above. 

 
(v) New Perimeter Path 
 
 Mr Paul Evans, a member of the Go Right Cycling Club had attended 

the Council meeting on Monday, 7 December 2015 and in the public 
speaking slot had informed of a proposal to relocate a children’s cycling 
club from Upton to Saughall if a new perimeter path around the Golden 
Jubilee Park could be provided (in collaboration with the Council) to 
accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists.  It was agreed that this 
proposal would be included on the agenda for consideration at this 
meeting. 

 
 The Council considered the advantages of this proposal and it was  
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Mr Paul Evans be informed that if he can secure the funding 

required to lay a new perimeter path around the Golden Jubilee Park 
the Council is in full support of the project and it can go ahead. 

 
(vi)  Public Liability Insurance 
 
 It was reported that a group in the village had booked the Multi-Use 

Games Area (MUGA) for a number of Walking Football matches.  The 
group had been informed that because it had organised these matches 
and not the Council, it would need to ensure it had public liability 
insurance in place to cover the activities that had been arranged. 

 
 The Clerk informed that she would contact the Insurance Company to 

check that the advice she had provided was correct. 
 

(b) Maintenance 
 

(i) Field Committee 
 
 No report was available. 
 
(ii) Tree Removal and Fence Repairs 
 
 It was reported that the contractor would carry out the work required 

during January 2016. 
 
(iii) Pond Clearance 
 
 It was reported that the contractor would carry out the work required 

during January 2016. 
 
(iv) Drainage 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the drainage in the Park be regularly monitored. 
 
(v) Litter 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the amount of litter in the Park be regularly monitored. 
 
(vi) Rabbits and Moles 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the rabbit and mole situation in the Park be regularly monitored. 
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(vii)Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) Repairs 
 
 The Play Equipment Inspector considered that fingers could be trapped 

in part of the MUGA but the contractor was not of this view.  It was 
agreed to keep this under review. 

 
(viii)Signage 
 
 It was agreed that appropriate signage would need to be procured. 
 
(ix) Gate to the Swing Park 
 
 A new gate was needed and quotations for the work would be obtained. 
 
(x) Post Repairs 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that he would repair the post by the 

door to the Uniformed Groups Headquarters and liaise with its 
Chairman. Tony Summers accordingly. 

 
15. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS, RIGHTS OF WAY AND ALLOTMENTS 
 

(a) Allotments 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he had the names of twelve villagers who 

would like to rent an allotment.  If there was a lot of interest in renting 
allotments the Council would need to find land for this purpose in Saughall. 

 
(b) Footpath Warden’s Report 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that he and Councillor A Warrington were 

waiting to see David Job at Cheshire West and Chester Council about the 
public footpaths.  He hoped the meeting would go ahead soon. 

 
(c) Volunteers Can Help Look After Local Footpaths 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe had reported that Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Greenspace Team was looking for volunteers to help it look after 
footpaths in the local area. 

 
 This Footpath Warden Scheme would help to identify any issues along the 

770 miles of public rights of way that criss-cross the borough. 
 
 Footpath Wardens would inspect local public rights of way, including 

footpaths and bridleways. The volunteering roles would suit people with a 
love of the great outdoors, who were passionate about keeping the network 
of paths maintained for everyone to enjoy. 

 
 Residents who signed up would receive full training and basic hand tools 

would be provided to help with minor maintenance along the paths, such 
as cutting back vegetation around stiles.  Any issues found would be 
reported back to the Council’s Greenspace Team. 
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 Councillors A Bailey, A Warrington and PP Young agreed to put 
themselves forward as volunteers and undertake the necessary training. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to advertise in the next Parish Council 

Newsletter for more volunteers to come forward and help look after the 
local footpaths. 

 
(d) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track on the Sealand/Saughall Border 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that travelling over the bridge was 

dangerous and little progress had been made so far in respect of his 
proposal to provide a new access to the cycleway off Seahill Road.  He did 
intend to follow it up with Sustrans as it was primarily its responsibility. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 

 
16. VILLAGE AESTHETICS  
 

(a) Footpath Map Refurbishment 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that he had purchased some glazing 

material and the Vernon Institute Caretaker had volunteered to carry out 
the work required on the Footpath Map.  This had not been done yet but if 
necessary Councillor Warrington would get the material back and do the 
work himself. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(b) Christmas Lights Switch-on – 2 December 2015 
 
 The Christmas Lights Switch-on had gone well.  Councillor Mrs K Ford 

proposed that next year the lights be switched on at 4pm.  She reported 
that people had been impressed with the lights and had requested that the 
Council add more next year.  It was thought that the Saughall Rotary Club 
may be willing to contribute to the cost of additional lights in 2016. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Provision of Twelve Additional Lights – 2016 
 
 A decision to double the lighting scheme with a further twelve additional 

lights would need to be made when the Council set its budget on Monday, 
11 January 2016.  Consequently, it was agreed that it would be helpful to 
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know, by then, whether the Rotary Club had agreed to provide match 
funding for this scheme.  There would be a one off cost for the 
infrastructure (supply and install twelve Commando sockets to each 
lamppost - £3,840 + Vat) and rental would be for a three year period 
(supply, install, take down and store - £1,468 + Vat per year). 

 
 Some Members considered that the proposed lighting scheme should only 

be allowed to proceed in 2016 if match funding was available. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the decision on how much to budget for Christmas Lights be made at 

the Council’s Budget Meeting scheduled for Monday, 11 January 2016. 
 
(d) Hanging Baskets and Flower Tubs 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning informed that she would carry out some research 

to establish costs and report her findings at the Council’s Budget Meeting 
scheduled for Monday, 11 January 2016 when a decision would be taken 
on the amount of funding to allocate for the provision of hanging baskets 
and flower tubs during 2016. 

 
17. HONORARY FREEMAN OR FREEWOMAN OF THE PARISH 
 
 The Council was informed that the Local Government Act 1972 section 249 -

section 5 allowed for "honorary freemen or honorary freewomen". It conferred 
no rights or privileges. It was given to a person(s) of distinction or a person(s) 
who had rendered eminent services to the local area.  This was done by a 
Parish Council passing a resolution by not less than two-thirds of the Members 
voting thereon at a meeting of the Council specially convened for the purpose 
where notice of the object of the meeting has been given. 

 
 If this title was conferred on someone they would be given a scroll in a frame. 
 
 The Council was asked if it considered that, at some stage, it may like to 

confer this title on a person(s) in recognition of excellent work in the local 
community.  It was noted that conferring such a title on a person would be a 
very significant step for the Council to take.  Very few people in the United 
Kingdom had been awarded this status and, quite rightly, it should only be 
awarded to someone who had made an exceptional contribution to the Parish.  
It was also noted that this title could be conferred posthumously. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council is in agreement with the principle of conferring the title of 

"honorary freemen or honorary freewomen" on a person(s) who has made an 
exceptional contribution to the Parish. 

 
18. SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY VEHICLE BIDS 
 
 The Council was informed that a rare opportunity had arisen for local 

communities and schools to take on the ownership and operation of minibuses 
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no longer being utilised by Cheshire West and Chester Council.  If a bid was 
to be submitted it would have to be done tomorrow. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That no bid be submitted on this occasion. 
 
19. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 

(a) 2016 Training Programme for Clerks and Councillors 
 
 Members noted the content of the new Training Programme and Councillor 

H Jennings informed that he was booked to attend the Chairmanship – 
Advanced training course scheduled for the afternoon of Wednesday, 28 
September 2016 in Congleton. 

 
(b) Councillors Induction Training 
 
 Councillor Ms A Manning informed that she had attended the induction 

training held on Thursday, 19 November 2015 at Crewe YMCA.  She 
reported that it had been very informative and that it had been interesting 
to meet people from other Councils and compare budgets. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Ms A Manning be thanked for her report. 
 
(c) Training Courses Coming Up 
 
 It was noted that Councillors A Bailey, H Jennings and Ms A Manning have 

places booked on the Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Planning 
Training Session from 10-12 Noon on Tuesday, 2 February 2016 at the 
YMCA in Crewe at a cost of £30 each. 

 
20. HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
 

(a) Morris Homes Development 
 
 As reported previously, Members were aware that Mr Rob Early, Morris 

Homes Northern Design and Planning Director had offered the Council 
£8,250 to upgrade the children’s play equipment in the Golden Jubilee 
Park and the Council had accepted it.  This sum could only be paid to the 
Council if the planning officer was satisfied with the arrangement. 

 
 The Council was informed that there was no further progress to report on 

this matter. 
 
(b) Former Pear Tree Farm Site 
 
 The Council was informed that a Public Consultation Meeting had been 

arranged with Bell Developments in respect of their proposal for the 
company to redevelop the former Pear Tree Farm site on Hermitage Road 
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by building 33 units of housing.  This meeting would be held at 6pm on 
Monday, 11 January 2016 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall.  
This was immediately before the Council’s Budget Meeting which was 
scheduled to commence at 7pm.  Notices of this had been posted and 
Councillor A Bailey informed that he had delivered copies of the notice of 
the meeting to 35 properties in the vicinity of the former Pear Tree Farm 
site.  Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she had put the details on 
Twitter. 

 
 The Council also considered the content of an email dated 20 December 

2015 from Mrs Angela Henderson who was in support of the proposed 
development. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted. 

 
21. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
 Music in the Park – Saturday, 11 June 2016 from 2-10pm 
 
 There was no report available.  
 
22. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY GROUPS 
 

(a) Youth Club 
 
 The Council noted the content of a written report provided by Councillor 

Mrs JM Young. 
 
(b) Vernon Institute Management Committee 
 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton informed that there was nothing of interest to the 

Council to report. 
 
23. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Parish Council Surgery – 2 January 2016 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had held his Parish Council Surgery at 

the Farmer’s Market in the Vernon Institute on Church Road, Saughall.  It 
had been very quiet.  He had taken the plans for Pear Tree Farm which 
had been discussed along with the Christmas Lights.  PCSO Lauren 
Davies had been in attendance even though it was one of her rest days. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report on the proceedings of his 

Parish council Surgery. 
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(b) Date and Time of the Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor PP Young be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery to be held between 10am and 10:45am outside the Co-op 
Store on Church Road, Saughall and bring a report on its proceedings to 
the meeting of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 1 February 
2016. 

 
24. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWAC) – WARD 

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (INCLUDING ANY HIGHWAY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES) 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That as Councillor Brian Crowe was not in attendance at the meeting his 

report be deferred to the meeting of the Council scheduled for 7pm on 
Monday, 1 February 2016. 

 
25. ATTENDANCE AT OUTSIDE MEETINGS 
 
 It was noted that Members had not attended any outside meetings since the 

last meeting of the Council on Monday, 7 December 2015. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar informed that the Friday Club had had a lovely 

Christmas Lunch and its members were grateful to the Council for its 
contribution of £50 towards its cost.  (Minute 232 refers) 

 
26. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED  
 
 The following communications had been received: 
 

 Email dated 10 December 2015 from Graeme Worrall, Consultation and 
Engagement Officer, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service and press release 
about ‘Cheshire Blue Light Collaboration’ (attached). 

 Letter dated 25 November 2015 (attached) and brochure from CB Homes 
regarding the availability of land within the Parish that could be used for 
housing. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the above communications be noted. 
 
27. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received. 


