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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 2 November 2015 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road, 
Saughall. 
 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor H Jennings  
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs J O’Malley 
 Councillor Ms A Manning  
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young  
  
 PC Paul Taylor  
 
185. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ms M Collins, Mrs D 
Whitton and PP Young, Cheshire West, and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
and PCSO Lauren Davies. 

 
186. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
187. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the inclusion of the following amendments the Minutes of the 

meeting of the Council held on 5 October 2015 be confirmed as a correct 
record: 

 
  Page 111 – Attendance List - Hudspeth be added after Mr Graham 
  Page 111 – add to Public Speaking that the Trustees had made a 

 request for £1.1m.   
 
188. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
  No planning applications had been received. 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions made by the planning authority be 

noted: 
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(i) 15/02392/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear extension, two storey side extension and 

front dormer onto existing roof. 
Location: Oakwood, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Refusal.” 
 
It was noted that this property was now in the Parish of Puddington and 
District but this had not been so when comments on the planning 
application had been so requested. 
 

(ii) 15/03717/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear extensions to rear and side. 
Location: Oakwood, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 

 
 (c) Planning Seminar 
 

 Councillor Mrs K Ford had attended Cheshire Community Action’s 
Planning Seminar on Tuesday, 20 October 2015 at Sandbach Town Hall. 
She reported on its proceedings informing that she considered that it was 
now appropriate for the Council to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan in the 
near future.  She requested that an agenda item in this respect be 
included on the agenda for the next meeting.  The compilation of a Plan 
would be costly so it would be helpful to invite a Parish Council who had 
already gone through the process e.g. Tattenhall to attend a future 
meeting to inform of any pitfalls encountered and offer advice. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs K Ford be thanked for her report. 
 
(d) Other Planning Matters 

 
 The Clerk reported that Ann Wright, Assistant Chief Officer at the Cheshire 

Association of Local Councils had emailed her on 28 October 2015 to 
inform that she had been looking at ways in which Local Councils could 
work with Cheshire West and Chester Council to improve the dialogue 
between the Planning Department and parishes and was delighted to 
inform that Nial Casselden, the Planning Team Manager had been in 
contact and it had been agreed that a Local Council Planning Forum 
would be held early in the new year. 

 
The purpose of the Forum would be to explain the significant planning 
changes that had taken place in recent times on a national and local level 
and to introduce the different functions of the Planning and Strategic 
Transport Service and key personnel.  There would also be an opportunity 
for questions and feedback and to engage in constructive dialogue. 
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It was hoped that this Forum could be arranged in either January or 
February 2016 and feedback would be welcome on the suggested form of 
the meeting. 
 
Councillor A Warrington made reference to a large two storey structure 
being constructed at 122 Hermitage Road.  He had spoken to the 
Enforcement Officer as he was unaware of any planning application 
having been submitted. 
 
Councillor H Jennings was of the view that Members needed advice on 
how to proceed when they had suspicions that planning permission had 
not been applied for.  How were Planning Officers to be alerted?  A 
proposed format could be the way forward and a joint approach agreed 
with neighbouring Councils. 
 

 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1)  the report be noted;  
 

(2)  the Clerk be requested to contact the Enforcement Officer, Keith Sharp 
in respect of the development at 122 Hermitage Road and ask what 
exactly is being built and if it has planning permission; and 

 
(3)  the meeting be adjourned to accommodate Public Speaking Time. 

 
 
Adjournment 

 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME 
 
The Licensee from the Greyhound Inn addressed the Council and informed that he 
had not yet signed the lease but was looking for a five year deal with the brewery and 
wanted to work with the local community and share resources e.g. the field at the 
back of the licensed premises.  He would be serving locally sourced food was keen 
to work with the Uniformed Groups and be involved with village events such as 
Bonfire Night and the Christmas Lights Switch-on scheduled for 2 December 2015. 
 
 
The meeting resumed. 
 
 
189. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
. 

 PC Paul Taylor reported on speeding vehicles in the village and traffic 
related crime which had been high over the last month and above the 
trend expected for the local area. 

 
PC Taylor also informed of six violent offences (a neighbour dispute, road 
rage incidents and domestic incidents) that had taken place in the last 
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month.  The most severe was an incident at the Wheatsheaf Public House 
where the Licensee and a member of staff had been tied up and a quantity 
of cash had been taken.  The Police had executed a number of warrants 
and had arrested and charged someone with a like offense but not the one 
in Saughall. 
 
There had been five burglaries in Saughall over the last month and other 
offenses had included break-ins to sheds and out houses.  The Co-op 
Store had been targeted on three separate occasions.  The Manager had 
ensured that the Store and Pop-up-Shop were now secure.  The Old 
Vicarage had also been targeted and someone had been arrested for 
taking a JCB.  He did not live locally. 
 
There had been four incidents of anti-social behaviour over the last month. 
 
PC Taylor ended his report by informing that crime in the local area was 
down 17.3% on the previous year, that there had been no road traffic 
fatalities in the last two years and that the Police had charged a local male 
in relation to a cannabis farm of reasonable yield earlier in the day. 
 
PC Taylor then answered Members’ questions about legal highs and 
providing Purse Bells.  The point was also made that the Speed Indicator 
Device should not be used on Church Road at 3pm when the School was 
coming out and the road was congested. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That PC Paul Taylor be thanked for his informative report. 

 
(b) Operation Shield 

 
Councillor A Bailey reported that Operation Shield had been launched at 
the Christmas Fair on 28 November 2015 and that the packs would be on 
sale and available from PC Paul Taylor. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report. 
 

(c) Public Meeting and Stakeholder Working Together Event at 7pm on 
Wednesday, 7 October 2015  at West Cheshire College 

 
Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that priorities in the local area and listening 
to people’s concerns had been the theme of this Public Meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Councillor Mrs K Ford be thanked for her attendance at the meeting 
and her report on its proceedings. 
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(d) Police and Crime Commissioner’s Meeting with Parish Councils at 6:30pm 
on Wednesday, 4 November 2015 in Ellesmere Port Civic Hall. 

 
Councillors A Bailey and Mrs JM Young had agreed to attend this meeting 
and report back on proceedings to the next Council meeting on Monday, 7 
December 2015.  (Minute No. 163(d) refers.) 
 
However, it was reported that the meeting had now been re-arranged and 
would be held instead at 6:30pm on Tuesday, 10 November 2015 in 
Ellesmere Port Civic Hall instead. Councillors A Bailey and Mrs JM Young 
indicated that they would still be able to attend the meeting and report 
back on its proceedings. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the revised date of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Meeting 
with Parish Councils be noted. 
 

(e) The Police and Crime Commissioner’s Meeting with Parish Councils who 
fund PCSOs at 1pm on Friday, 6 November 2015 at Police HQ. 
 
It was noted that Councillors A Bailey, Mrs JE Storrar, A Warrington and 
Mrs JM Young had agreed to attend this meeting and report back on its 
proceedings to the next Council meeting on Monday, 7 December 2015. 
 

(f) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor A Bailey reported that the new Home Watch was now up and 

running and that PC Paul Taylor would like to promote it to other Parish 
Councils. 

 
Councillor A Bailey informed that he had arranged a meeting for the 
following Saturday (7 November 2015) with PC Paul Taylor and PCSO 
Lauren Davies and that there had been a lot of interest from Rural Watch.  
The Farmers were due to meet in December 2015 and would need the 
same logo.  Councillor Ms J O’Malley agreed to look into this for Councillor 
A Bailey. 
 
The Home Watch would have a presence at the Farmer’s Market in the 
Small Hall at the Vernon Institute on Saturday, 28 November 2015 and it 
required a similar stand to the one used by the Parish Council for its 
Surgeries. 

 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1)  Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report; and 

 
(2)  PC Paul Taylor’s request that he be allowed to promote the workings of 

the Saughall Home Watch to other Parish Councils be agreed. 
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(g) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 

Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Team would be helping with 
the village’s Christmas Lights Switch-On on Wednesday, 2 December 
2015. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be received. 
 

190. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 
(a) Council Surgery on Saturday, 31 October 2015 

 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox presented her report on the proceedings of the 

Parish Council Surgery that she had presided over on the morning of 
Saturday, 31 October 2015 at the Farmers’ Market in the Vernon Institute, 
Church Road, Saughall.  She informed that a lot of concerns had been 
raised about the bus services currently being provided to Chester and 
back.  Mostly buses were late or not tuning up at all.  The Stage Coach 
service was stopping in Delamere Street whilst the Arriva service was not 
stopping there. 

 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox also informed of a local problem regarding 

Japanese Knotweed where it was being put into the green bins and about 
motorists not using the drop kerbs when parking by the Salon/Fish and 
Chip Shop on the corner of Church Road and Fiddlers Lane.  They drove 
onto the verge and then down the drive way which was an accident 
waiting to happen.  Councillor Mrs J Knox informed that she intended to 
discuss this issue with Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Principal Engineer – Place. 

 
Councillor Mrs J Knox also reported that it had been drawn to her attention 
that children were getting out of their parents’ cars between 7:40 and 
8:10am, often at the last minute and having to cross over the road to get 
on the School Buses. 

 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1)  Councillor Mrs J Knox be thanked for her report on the proceedings of 

her surgery;  
 
(2)  the Clerk be requested to apprise Cheshire West and Chester 

Councillor Brian Crowe of the problem regarding the Japanese 
Knotweed; and 

 
(3)  Members take the time to go up to the bus terminus, consider the 

position regarding the School Buses and report their findings back to 
the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 7 December 
2015. 
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(b) Date and Time of the Next Parish Council Surgery 
 

RESOLVED:  
 
That Councillor A Bailey be requested to preside over the next Parish 
Council Surgery to be held at 10am on Saturday, 2 January 2016 at the 
Farmers’ Market in the Vernon Institute on Church Road, Saughall and 
bring a report on its proceedings to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
191. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 5 October 2015 
 

 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the following payments be approved: 
 

 Financial Year 2015/2016 £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Constabulary (Operation Shield) 1000:00 102927 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils  30:00 102928 
 (Induction Training for Councillor Ms A Manning)  
 The Christmas Decorators 4,608:00 102929  
 (Installation of sockets) 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils  25:00 102930 
 (Planning Seminar Councillor Mrs K Ford)   
 University of Chester (Newsletter printing) 574:00 102931 
 Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire 11,800:00 102932 
 (PCSO contribution) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 507:60 102933 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 53:58 102934 
 The Christmas Decorators 1,761:60 102935 
 (Installation of garlands)   
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 70:00 102936 
 SUGS (Newsletter delivery – July 2015) 20:00 102937 
 SUGS (Newsletter delivery – November 2015) 20:00 102938 
 Mrs JM Young (Frame for Poppies) 137:50 102939 
 
 Public Works Loan Board - £943:14 due on 16 November 2015. 

 
(b) Receipts 

 
 No receipts had been received. 

 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 

 
RESOLVED:  

 
That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
 
 

 



Page 141 

192. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 
 It was reported that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) had 

launched its Local Council Award Scheme, supported by the Society of Local 
Council Clerks (SLCC) and the Local Government Association (LGA).  It had 
been developed following consultation with county associations and NALC's 
member councils. It had replaced the Quality Parish Council Scheme. 
 
The new scheme was supposed to celebrate the successes of the very best 
local councils, and provide a framework to support all local councils to improve 
and develop to meet their full potential. It aimed to encourage progression by 
including three award levels: Foundation, Quality and Quality Gold, and 
offered Councils the opportunity to show that they met the standards set by 
the sector, assessed by their peers, and to put in place the conditions for 
continued improvement. 
 
A NALC Briefing Paper had been provided for Members’ information. 

 
 It was recommended that this Scheme be considered during the review of the 

Council’s Business Plan and in December 2015 when the Council carried out 
its annual review of its proposed projects. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be included on the agenda for the next meeting of 

the Council scheduled for Monday, 7 December 2015. 
 
193. CONSULTATIONS 
 
 The Council was informed of two consultation exercises that were ongoing as 

follows: 
 

• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Plan – Consultation 
 

• Cheshire Fire Authority – Consultation on Draft Integrated Risk 
Management Plan 2016/17 

 RESOLVED: 

 That Members take the time to respond individually to each of the consultation 
exercises detailed above.  

194. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the Council’s Business Plan and related Action Plan be considered at its 
meeting scheduled for Monday, 1 February 2015.  
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195. HIGHWAY ISSUES 

(a) Drop Kerbs 

Councillor Mrs J Knox informed that she was not aware of any progress on 
this matter. 

(b)  A Proposal for Pedestrian Crossing for Hermitage Road 
 

Councillor Ms A Manning had made a proposal that arrangements be 
made to provide a pedestrian crossing on Hermitage Road.  The full 
details of this proposal had been circulated with the agenda.  Members 
considered various factors associated with the proposal e.g. pavements, 
speed, volume of traffic and traffic calming effects and it was  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk be requested to send the detailed proposal to Mrs Kay 
Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer – Place 
and ask her for her comments on it so that they can be considered at the 
next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 7 December 2015. 
 

196. BUS SERVICES TO CHESTER 
 

The Council noted that there were serious problems with the Bus Service to 
Chester.  Councillor A Bailey informed that his wife had used to use the bus 
service every day but now only used it two/three times a week.  The buses in 
Town after 12 Noon were at least thirty minutes late and got held up in the 
hospital grounds. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk be requested to contact Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
officers Ms Lynne McKie, Team Leader, Information, Concessions and 
Travelcard and Mr John Ellis Jones, Assistant Team Leader both of Planning 
and Strategic Transport, Places Strategy and request that they hold a further 
meeting, early in January 2016, with the Local Member, Councillor Brian 
Crowe, representatives of the Parish Council and the bus companies. 

 
197. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK – MAINTENANCE 
 

(a) Tree Removal and Fence Repairs 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That quotations for the work required be considered by the Council at its 
next meeting scheduled for Monday, 7 December 2015. 
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(b) Pond Clearance 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That quotations for the work required be considered by the Council at its 
next meeting scheduled for Monday, 7 December 2015. 

 
(c) Drainage 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the drainage in the Park be regularly monitored.  

 
(d) Litter 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the accumulation of litter in the Park be regularly monitored.  

 
(e) Field Committee Report 

 
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Field Committee had met on 
Sunday, 1 November 2015 in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Field Committee’s Report be included on the agenda for 
consideration by the Council at its next scheduled meeting on Monday, 7 
December 2015. 

 
198. VILLAGE AESTHETICS 
 

(a) Footpath Booklet/Map 
 
It was noted that Councillor A Bailey and Councillor A Warrington intended 
to meet with Mr Peter Bond to discuss the Footpath Booklet/Map and 
provide a report for the next meeting. 
 

(b) Public Footpaths and Rights of Way 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he regularly walked the public footpaths 

and rights of way in the parish and would continue to report any problems 
that he encountered. 

 
(c) Safety of Horses and Cyclists on the Old Railway Bridge over the Cycle 

Track 
 

Councillor H Jennings had followed up the earlier work carried out by 
former Councillor DF Holman, provided a note concerning the safety of 
horses and cyclists on the old railway bridge over the cycle track and 
proposed that the Clerk write formally to Flintshire Council and Sustrans 
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requesting that they consider adding a new entrance to the cycle track on 
safety ground. 
 
A copy of the briefing note prepared by Councillor H Jennings had been 
circulated with the agenda. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk be requested to write to the appropriate officers at Flintshire 
County Council (copying in Sustrans) informing that this Council has 
serious safety concerns relating to the Sustrans’ Cycle Track on the 
Sealand / Saughall border, attaching the briefing note and requesting the 
Officers to carry out a site inspection and give consideration to the 
proposal above and requesting their comments on this matter as soon as 
possible. 

 
199.  MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 

It was noted that Councillor Ms A Manning had agreed to attend the Clerks 
and Councillors Induction Training on Thursday, 19 November 2015 at Crewe 
YMCA and that Councillors Ms A Manning and H Jennings had agreed to take 
up a new training opportunity provided by the Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils in conjunction with the Cheshire Branch of the Society for Local 
Council Clerks to attend a Social Media training session on the morning of 
Wednesday, 18 November 2015 at Middlewich Community Church (Canalside 
Conference Centre) and provide feedback.  
 
Councillor Mrs J O’Malley informed that Councillor Ms M Collins was very 
good at understanding social media and would be happy to offer Members 
help with it. 

 
It was also noted that Councillor Mrs K Ford had been asked by the Cheshire 
Association of Local Councils to make a presentation at a training event for 
Councillors and Clerks on Social Media. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the reports be received; 

 
(2) feedback from these training events be provided at the next Council 

meeting scheduled for Monday, 7 December 2015; and 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to ask Councillor Ms M Collins if she is willing to 

provide Members with Social Media training as appropriate. 
 
200. MORRIS HOMES DEVELOPMENT 
 

 The Council had accepted on 6 October 2015 Morris Homes’ offer of £8,250 to 
upgrade its play equipment (Minute No. 175 refers.) and was still awaiting a 
response from Mr Rob Early, its Northern Design and Planning Director. 
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Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that Cheshire West and Chester Planning 
Officers were not aware of Morris Homes’ proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the reports be received. 

 
201. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

(a) Remembrance Sunday – 8 November 2015 
 

Councillor Mrs K Ford provided the Council with an update on the 
arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.  She informed that a member of 
the Mercian Regiment would be in attendance in order to lay a wreath at 
the War Memorial.  Councillors H Jennings and A Warrington had agreed 
to readout in turn all of the names engraved on the Memorial. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be received. 

 
(b) Christmas Lights Switch-On – 2 December 2015 

 
Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that the Parish Council’s new lights on the 
twelve lamp posts on Church Road would come on at 6pm and the 
Christmas tree lights at the Vernon Institute would be switched on at 
6:30pm.  There would be a parade from the All Saints C of E Primary 
School down Church Road to the Vernon Institute.  She intended to check 
all of the details and email the agreed arrangements to all those 
concerned. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be received. 

 
202. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY GROUPS 
 

(a) Youth Club 
 

It was reported that currently there were no matters of interest to the 
Parish Council in respect of the activities of the Youth Club. 
 

(b) Vernon Institute Management Committee 
 

Councillor H Jennings reported that the Management Committee had 
submitted an expression of interest in obtaining funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  The Fund’s representatives would pay a visit to Saughall in 
November 2015 to discuss the grant aid required to provide a new build 
and to refurbish the old one etc. 
 
It was also reported that a quotation in respect of the lightening conductor 
on the Vernon Institute was to be provided by Strike UK Ltd. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
That the reports be received. 

 
203. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 
 REPORT 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That as Councillor Brian Crowe is not in attendance at the meeting his report 

be deferred until the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 7 
December 2015. 

 
203. ATTENDANCE AT OUTSIDE MEETINGS 
 

 Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) – Annual Meeting 2015, 
Middlewich Civic Hall on Thursday, 29 October 2015 from 7pm - 9pm. 

 
 Councillor A Bailey provided a report on the proceedings of ChALC’s Annual 

Meeting.  He and Councillor Mrs K Ford had attended this event on behalf of 
the Council.  There had been approximately ninety other representatives in 
attendance plus the Committee of ChALC. 

 
Attendees had been welcomed by the President, Brian Kerr OBE, and had 
received presentations from Phillip Jackson, Chairman of ChALC and Terry 
O’Neil, Finance Committee Chairman.   
 
The Officer and Area Representative nominations proposed by the Executive 
Board had been accepted unanimously by the meeting as follows:- 

 
•         President – Brian Kerr 
•         Vice Presidents – Roger Parkin, Frank Thomas, Frank Walton 
•         Chairman – Philip Jackson 
•         Vice Chairman – Stuart Hulse, Ken Butler 

 
Area Representatives:- 
 

•         Chester – David Rowlands, Roger Parkin 
•         Congleton – Charles Pointon, Stuart Yarwood, Jean Batchelor 
•         Crewe and Nantwich – John Cornell, George Wood, Colin Todd 
•         Macclesfield and Trafford – Llian Burns, Ken Edwards, Sybil 

Crossman 
•         Vale Royal – Gretta Cousins, Terry O’Neil, Gina Lewis 

 
Councillor A Bailey reported that in respect of the Setting of Subscriptions for the 
forthcoming year it had originally been proposed that there be an increase of 1 pence 
per elector, (from 32p to 33p). The main reason for this recommendation had been 
that ChALC had ended the year with a deficit of £396, partly due to a cut in grant 
support.  However, since the papers for the meeting had been published the National 
Association of Local Councils (NALC) had also announced a fee increase of 1 pence 
per elector, which would wipe out any benefit to ChALC.  Consequently, the Finance 
Chairman had proposed an amendment of up to 2 pence per elector.  At the meeting 
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the delegates had not seen any benefit to ChALC from accepting this.  Therefore, a 
further amendment had been proposed and seconded to increase the subscription by 
3 pence per elector which when put to the vote had been agreed by a large majority, 
including him and Councillor Mrs K Ford.   
 
The Council noted that the net effect of this would be an increase of £75 per annum 
and that this could be justified and that it did represent good value for money. 
 
Councillor A Bailey also reported that three Motions had been put to the meeting: 
 

• Mollington – to amend the arrangements for HGV operating locations to 
ensure that Parish Councils have the right to be notified.  NALC has 
already moved a similar Motion - CARRIED 

• Haslington – to raise the age from 16 years to 24 years that persons are 
allowed to drive tractors on the highway - LOST 

• Mickle Trafford – That Principal Planning Authorities respect and work 
more closely with Parish Councils when deciding planning applications – 
CARRIED 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his very informative written report on the 
proceedings of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) – Annual 
Meeting 2015. 
 
204. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED  
 

(a) Email from Ms Anna Newton 
 

Councillor Mrs K Ford had received an email dated 31 October 2015 from 
Ms Anna Newton.  Ms Newton had raised concerns about vehicles 
speeding and overtaking on Long Lane.  She considered that it was only a 
matter of time before a motorist mounted the kerb and hurt someone by 
this recklessness.  Ms Newton also informed that her four year old 
daughter had suggested that the Parish Council should ensure that signs 
were put up that included photographs of young children along with the 
slogan ‘Kill your speed not us’. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

 That Mrs Kay Parry, Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal 
Engineer – Place be asked for a price for appropriate signage for Long 
Lane, Hermitage Road and Seahill Road. 

 
(b) Chairman’s Personal Statement 

 
Councillor Mrs K Ford addressed the Council and reminded Members that 
it was six months now since she had been elected, unanimously, as its 
Chairman.  She told Members that she had kept from them that this had 
been an incredibly stressful and upsetting period for her.  Behind the 
scenes her Chairmanship had been constantly challenged and she 
considered that some Members’ behaviour had been very unprofessional.  
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Councillor Mrs K Ford also informed that the Clerk had been targeted as 
well. 
 
Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she did not want to lose the Clerk or 
any Member of the Council.  However, there was a cloud hanging over her 
and the Council’s operations do to some Members’ behaviour.  Various 
issues were now spilling out into the local community and were in the 
public domain.  Consequently, there was the possibility that his may bring 
the Council into disrepute. 
 
Councillor Mrs K Ford told the Council that she would do all in her power 
to prevent this from happening.  She wanted Members to work as a team 
and asked them to put their trust in her.  Despite the unpleasantness the 
Chairman had been experiencing, the Council had accomplished a lot over 
the last six months.  Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she had no 
intention of resigning as Chairman, it just would not happen. 
 
Councillor A Warrington informed that he had always enjoyed being a 
Parish Councillor.  He was aware that the last six months had been made 
very difficult and problematic for the Chairman and sometimes what he 
saw happening and what some Members had done made him feel 
ashamed.  He pleaded for all Members to work together.  The Chairman 
was finding the situation extremely difficult but despite that she continued 
to do her best. 
 
Councillor A Bailey also informed that he felt ashamed as a result of some 
Members behaviour.  He was totally in support of the Chairman and 
agreed that it was time to move on and put any unpleasantness to one 
side so that all Members were able to work together for the good of the 
local community. 

 
(c) Music in the Park 

 
A request was made that the Council agree to the ‘Music in the Park’ 
event being held again in the Golden Jubilee Park on 11 June 2016 from 2 
until 10pm. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That it be agreed that the ‘Music in the Park’ event will take place in the 
Golden Jubilee Park on Saturday, 11 June 2016. 

 
205. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received. 
 
 
  


