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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on Monday, 5 October 2015 at the Vernon Institute, Church Road, 
Saughall 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by Mr Steve 
Wales and his son regarding their planning application for Kings Acre Farm to 
become a glamping site on which the Council had submitted objections.  They 
wanted the Council to reverse its decision.  Each Member was provided with a copy 
of the presentation that Messrs Wales had wanted to make but unfortunately they 
had run over the time allocated to them under Public Speaking Time. 
 
Councillor H Jennings informed that the Vernon Institute Trustees were attempting to 
attract a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to refurbish the Vernon Institute 
building.  To submit a successful grant application for up to £5m they needed to be 
able to illustrate that there was a considerable amount of history and heritage 
associated with the building.  To this end a relationship was being forged with the 
University of Chester and they were working on a history project together.  There was 
to be an inaugural meeting of Saughall History Society on 2 November 2015.  
Councillor H Jennings requested the Council to give consideration to providing a 
contribution to the refreshments to be served at the meeting.  Members were 
amenable to the request and informed that they would consider making a donation of 
£25 once the Saughall History Society had opened a bank account. 
 
In attendance:  Councillor A Bailey 
 Councillor Ms M Collins 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor H Jennings  
 Councillor Mrs J Knox (Part – until 9pm) 
 Councillor Mrs J O’Malley 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young  
 
 PCSO Lauren Davies 
 Mr Graham, Responsible Financial Officer  
 Mrs Kay Parry, Principal Engineer – Place Operations, Cheshire 
 West and Chester Council 
 PC Paul Taylor 
 Sergeant Ian Wilson 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 
Apologies: Councillor D Whitton 
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158. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
159. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 3 August 2015 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
160. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE COUNCIL 
 
 The Clerk reported that Anna Manning and Peter Young had both expressed 

an interest in being co-opted onto the Council to fill the two casual vacancies. 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox informed that she felt strongly that married couples 

should not sit together on the Council and that in recent times there had been 
three married couples sitting on the Council which she considered 
inappropriate. 

 
 Other Members held an opposing view to Councillor Mrs J Knox but requested 

that her views be recorded in the Minutes of the meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Anna Manning and Peter Young be co-opted onto the Council. 
 
161. COMPLETING DECLARATION OF INTEREST FORMS. 
  
 The two newly co-opted Members were informed that the onus was on them to 

complete their Declaration of Interest Forms as a matter of urgency.  They 
indicated that they would do so. 

 
162. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The observations on the following planning applications were agreed and 

the Clerk was requested to notify Cheshire West and Chester Council - the 
planning authority of them. 

 
 (i) 15/03168/FUL 

Proposal: Proposed rear extension and replacement garage. 
Location: Ainsworth House, Seahill Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 

  
 “No objections.” 
 
(ii) 15/03323/FUL  

Proposal: Erection of detached summer house. 
Location: Wilbur Cottage, Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire.  
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“No objections.” 
 
(iii) 15/03367/FUL  

Proposal: Single storey rear extension. 
Location: 24 Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire.  
 
“No objections.” 

  
 The Clerk informed that, as the September 2015 meeting had been 
cancelled, she had emailed Members requesting their comments on the 
three planning applications listed above.  Only one response had been 
received and that Member was happy with the planning applications.  As 
the other Members had not replied she had assumed that they must be 
happy with the three planning applications and had not submitted any 
comments to the planning authority. 
 
(iv) 15/03717/FUL  

Proposal: Single storey extensions to rear and side (including removal 
of existing rear conservatory). 

Location: Oakwood, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Cheshire.  
 
“No objections.” 

 
(v) 15/03710/FUL  

Proposal: Proposed conversion of traditional agricultural brick range to 
form 2 No. dwellings (Use Class C3). 

Location: Land at Shotwick Lodge Farm, Lodge Lane, Saughall, 
Cheshire.  

 
 “Objection – The Parish Council considers that it is an encroachment 

into the greenbelt.” 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following planning decisions made by the planning authority be 

noted: 
 

(i) 15/02392/FUL 
Proposal: Single Storey Rear and Side Extension and alteration to car 

park / turning area. 
Location: Saughall Post Office, Church Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
“Approval.” 
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(ii) 15/01155/FUL 
Proposal: Conversion of agricultural building to form 1 no. dwelling 

(Use Class C3). 
Location: West View, Shotwick-Frodsham Road, Shotwick Park, 

Cheshire. 
 
 “Approval.” 
 
(iii) 15/01998/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition and rebuilding of existing outbuilding to form 
granny annexe as an amendment to planning permission 
06/00113/FUL. 

Location: Sunnyside, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 
 
 “Approval.” 
 
(iv)  15/03168/FUL 

Proposal: Proposed rear extension and replacement garage. 
Location: Ainsworth House, Seahill Road, Saughall, Cheshire. 

 
 “Approval.” 
 
(v) 15/03323/FUL 

Proposal: Erection of detached summer house. 
Location: Wilbur Cottage, Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire. 

 
 “Approval.” 
 
(vi)  15/03367/FUL 

Proposal: Single Storey Rear Extension. 
Location: 24 Long Lane, Saughall, Cheshire. 

 
 “Approval.” 
 

(c) The Co-op Store 
 
 Councillor K Ford reported on the proceedings of a meeting she had held 

with the manager of the Co-op Store on 28 August 2015.  They had 
discussed a child safe guarding issue that All Saints C of E Primary School 
now had as the shrubbery between it and the shop had been cut back 
more than expected.  There was now a proposal to erect fencing between 
the shop and the school. 

 
 Mrs K Parry informed that the Co-op Store’s access was changing and 

there would no longer be a separate entrance and a separate exit.  There 
would be a way in and out in the same place.  Double yellow lines had 
been requested as part of the planning permission and she would be 
discussing extending the yellow lines onto the junction of Saughall Hey 
with the residents. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
That the reports be noted. 
 

(d) Cheshire Community Action’s Planning Seminar on Thursday, 24 
September 2015 at the Canal Side Conference Centre in Middlewich.  

 
 It was noted that Councillor H Jennings had attended this Seminar and 

that Councillor Mrs K Ford would be attending a similar one on Tuesday, 
20 October 2015 at Sandbach Town Hall. 

 
163. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) PCSO’s Report 
 
 PCSO Lauren Davies reported that a number of anti-social behaviour 

incidents had occurred at the Scout Hut but they were now reducing.  She 
was monitoring parking by the School but no tickets had been issued.  She 
had used the Speed Indicator Device on Church Road at 3pm and only 
four vehicles had been travelling above 30 mph.  There had been less 
shed break-ins than in previous times.   

 
 PCSO Davies informed that she would let Members have her mobile phone 

number so that they would be able to contact her and would supply her 
shift rota as soon as possible. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Lauren Davies be thanked for her report. 
  
(b) Operation Shield 
 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he had met with Sergeant Ian Wilson, the 

new community Sergeant in Blacon, PC Paul Taylor and PCSO Lauren 
Davies to be introduced to Operation Shield. 

 
Sergeant Wilson reported that Operation Shield had commenced in 
Cheshire in February 2015 and had been used successfully in Merseyside 
and Greater Manchester.  Operation Shield was a unique DNA marking 
system that was protecting homes and businesses in Cheshire by 
reducing burglary opportunities, deterring offenders, and identifying and 
recovering stolen property. 

 
Operation Shield worked by using state-of-the-art unique DNA liquid which 
contained an individual code to mark property in the home, garage and 
shed. The DNA coding in the liquid was registered solely to an address 
and added to a database. This meant that if anything was stolen it could 
be traced back. 
 
The liquid was barely visible and was hard for offenders to see.  Once it 
was applied to property it was extremely difficult to remove. This meant 
that if an offender was caught in possession of stolen items they could be 
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linked directly back to the crime scene. 
 
All property recovered by Cheshire Police was scanned by Ultra-Violet 
beams under Operation Shield to check for traces of unique DNA liquid. If 
it was detected any evidence of the liquid, the property would then be 
closely examined with high-power microscopes which could identify the 
individual code.  This information was then inputted into the database of 
registered addresses and items and could be traced back to the owner. 
 
Homeowners could obtain marking kits which came with a container of the 
unique liquid, an application brush and details of how to register property. 
Once property had been marked and registered, stickers could be 
displayed around people’s property to work as a deterrent to any burglars 
who may be looking to target homes. 

 
 It was noted that for an outlay of £1000 the Parish Council could acquire 

100 kits and ten orange signs.  Hoole, Upton and Frodsham had signed up 
for this, it was working well and they were getting fantastic results. 

 
 Councillor Alan Bailey informed that Operation Shield was a fantastic crime 

reduction strategy and would be useful for the community.  The kits could 
be sold to local people at ten pounds each and had a shelf life of seven 
years.  It was a similar initiative to ‘smart water’ but was ten years more 
advanced. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 

(2) this Council agrees to purchase 100 marking kits in the sum of £1000. 
 
(c) Public Meeting and Stakeholder Working Together Event 
  
 The Chief Constable Simon Byrne and Police and Crime Commissioner 

John Dwyer were holding this event between 7 and 8pm on Wednesday, 7 
October 2015 at The West Cheshire College, Eaton Road, Handbridge, 
Chester. 

 
 It had been agreed, previously, that Councillors Mrs K Ford and A 

Warrington would represent the Council at this event and report back on its 
proceedings. 

  
(d) Police and Crime Commissioner’s Meeting with Parish Councils in 

Cheshire West and Chester 
 
 It was noted that the next Police and Crime Commissioner’s meeting had 

been scheduled for 6:30pm on Wednesday, 4 November 2015 in the Civic 
Hall, Civic Way, Ellesmere Port. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors A Bailey and Mrs JM Young be requested to represent the 

Council at this event and report back on the proceedings. 
 
(e) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor A Bailey circulated an article which he had prepared for the 

Saughall Parish Newsletter on how the Home Watch could be moved 
forward and developed and requested approval for it to be included in the 
next publication. 

 
 Saughall CRime Alert Message - was the new name for a New Year   -   

SCRAM   -   Keep Crime out of Saughall.  Alert messages would be sent 
via email to residents of Saughall, and surrounding areas once they had 
provided their email addresses to Councillor Bailey or the PCSO. 

 
 PCSO Lauren Davies had agreed to assist Councillor Bailey with the re-

branding and re-launch and of the Home Watch which was planned to take 
place at the Christmas Fayre.  At the Fayre it was noted that there would 
also be a bike marking session.   

 
 Councillor Bailey encouraged everyone to join the scheme. 
. 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor A Bailey be thanked for his report; and 
 

(2) the Clerk be requested to include Councillor Alan Bailey’s article in the 
next Saughall Parish Newsletter. 

 
(f) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that although more children than ever 

before had attended the Summer Play Scheme, the Team had made a 
resounding loss of £80. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
164. HIGHWAYS ISSUES – PROPOSAL FOR A TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 
 
 Mrs Kay Parry informed that her Council’s Cabinet had not yet agreed a policy 

in respect of Twenty’s Plenty.  She requested that the Council set out what it 
considered an appropriate way forward to deal with speeding traffic. 

 
 It was noted that the Police had expressed concerns over speeding traffic on 

Hermitage Road.  Mrs Parry informed that Hermitage Road met the criteria. 
 
 Members had concerns over Church Road, in the vicinity of the School, where 

it was considered 20mph would be more appropriate than the current 30mph 
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speed limit.  Also, it was reported that the residents of Long Lane would prefer 
the speed limit to change from 40mph to 30mph further up the road where by 
the houses and away from the junction and the children’s play area.  Mrs 
Parry agreed to carry out assessments on these two roads over the next two 
months and then report back to the Council. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the details of Mrs K Parry’s assessments be awaited. 
 
165. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 
  
 The Clerk reported that the Annual Audit of the Council’s accounts had 

now been completed and there were no matters which required the 
External Auditor to issue a separate additional issues arising report.  The 
cost of the audit was £480. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 3 August 2015 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the following payments be approved: 
 

 Financial Year 2015/2016 £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Community Action (Membership Fees) 50:00 102913 
 BDO LLP (Audit of Accounts) 480:00 102914 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 70:00 102915  
 Morral Play Services Ltd 54:00 102916 
 (Annual Playground Inspection)   
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 507:60 102917 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 30:00 102918 
 (Daisy Communications (Hosting website) 48:00 102919 
 Royal British Legion  34:00 102920 
 (2 Poppy Wreaths for PC and WI) 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 25:00 102921 
 (Planning Seminar for Councillor H Jennings) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 507:60 102922 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses Aug/Sept 2015) 92:99 102923 
 HM Revenue and Customs 1,233:30 102924 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 70:00 102925 
 Mrs J Knox (Taxi Fare to Buses meeting) 10:00 102926 
  

(c) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received. 
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(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet be noted. 
 
(e) Mid-Year Review of the Budget 

 
Mr Graham Hudspeth assisted the Council in its mid-year review of its 
budget.  There remained a budget surplus but Members were aware that 
there were a number of projects that were ongoing that would help reduce 
it during the year.  It was noted that the External Auditor had not 
expressed any concerns about the budget surplus.  Members were happy 
that no issues had been identified so far in this Financial Year. 
 

(f) Pensions Act 2008 
 
 The Council was informed that under the Pensions Act 2008 every 

employer with staff in the United Kingdom must automatically enrol those 
who meet certain criteria into a workplace pension scheme and contribute 
towards it.  Consequently, the Council’s automatic enrolment duties would 
commence on 1 October 2016.  The contact for this had to be nominated 
by 1 November 2015.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be the Council’s nominated contact in respect of the work 

place pension scheme. 
 
166. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 

REPORT 
 

 Councillor Brain Crowe provided the Council with the following statistical 
information in respect of his ward (Saughall and Mollington):  
 

 Population of 4,500. 

 House prices in the ward are below the borough average for similar 
houses. 

 The average household income is higher than the borough average. 

 15% of households contain a single pensioner.  

 93.4% of residents feel they can influence decisions. 

 25.7 % of residents have very bad health. 

 Life expectancy – Females – 85 and Males - 82.6, some 3 years longer 
than the borough average. 

 Educational standards for primary children is 8% higher than the 
borough average but at GCSE that falls to a one percent deficit 
compared to the rest of the borough. 

 Recorded crime is slightly below the borough average and Anti-Social 
Behaviour is 13% below the borough average. 

 Those killed or seriously injured in road traffic collisions is 4 times 
higher than the borough average and 5.5 times that of England per 
100,000 people.  



Page 120 

 
Councillor Brian Crowe informed that the issues of concern regarding the bus 
service from Saughall to Chester were still ongoing.  He also informed that he 
was surprised that local people wanted to object to the new bus shelter being 
located at the bus terminus. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his informative report.    

 
167. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL’s (NALC) – STAR 
 COUNCIL AWARDS 
 

 Members were informed that the Council had been long listed by NALC for its 
Digital Communications of the Year Award. However, the Star Council’s 
Judgeing Panel had met in September, the finalists had been announced in 
October and, unfortunately, the Council had not been amongst them. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
168. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION 

EXERCISES 
 
 The Council noted that Cheshire West and Chester Council was currently 

consulting on the following: 
  

 Local Flood Risk Management Strategy Consultation 
 

  Proposed Public Space Protection Order in Chester 
  

 The Future of Cultural Services 
  
 The Clerk had provided Members with details of where the consultation 

documents could be viewed on the principal authority’s website and the dates 
when any comments must be received. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That all Members be encouraged to take part in the three consultation 

exercises. 
 
169. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 
  

 It was noted that there was to be a Special meeting of the Council on 
Tuesday, 20 October 2015 to consider matters relating to the Golden Jubilee 
Park only.  Consequently, it was also noted that once decisions were made at 
this meeting Members may wish to include certain actions within the Business 
Plan and/or carry out revisions. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
That this item of business be deferred for consideration to the next ordinary 
meeting of the Council. 
 

170. BUS SERVICES TO CHESTER 
 
 The Clerk had written to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Assistant Team 

Leader, Planning and Strategic Transport Places Strategy, Mr John Ellis 
Jones, setting out the Council’s concerns about the new bus route and asking 
him to confirm that there were no extra costs levied when people who lived in 
the Ridings had to stay on the bus at the terminus until it went back to the 
Ridings Estate.  It was reported that Mr Jones had written back to the Clerk 
confirming that these new arrangements would not incur any extra costs. 

  
A meeting had taken place with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Officers 
and representatives of Stage Coach and Arriva on Tuesday, 29 September 
2015 at HQ, Cheshire.  Councillors Mrs K Ford, Mrs J Knox and Brian Crowe 
had attended and reported on the proceedings. 
 
Members were informed that it would be helpful to feed any further issues and 
problems experienced with the buses through to the Clerk who in turn would 
pass them on to Cheshire West and Chester Officers.  The Officers would then 
investigate and report back their findings, including any revisions to the bus 
service as a result.  
 
Those who had attended the meeting were congratulated because it was 
noted that the bus route had been changed on the day it had been held. 
 
It was reported that the hospital authorities had made a complaint about the 
number of buses routed through the Countess of Chester Hospital.  Also, local 
people were disgusted over the level of service provided and about the 
number of buses that did not turn up. 
 
The Council’s primary message for the local community had to be to continue 
to use the buses otherwise the service would be cut further.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 

 
(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) local people be encouraged to report all issues of concern to the Clerk; 

and 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to include an article about concerns with the bus 

service to Chester in the next edition of the Parish Newsletter. 
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171. THE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS 
OF WAY 

 
 Councillor A Bailey informed that he and Councillor A Warrington intended to 

meet with Mr Peter Bond to discuss the Footpath Booklet/Map and provide a 
report for the next meeting. 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe had left the meeting so the Council was not able to 

receive his requested report on his Council’s frequency of path inspections, 
repairs and maintenance arrangements e.g. cutting back of vegetation 
including nettles and repairs to bridges and kissing gates.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report on the Footpath Booklets/Map be awaited; and 
 

(2) the Clerk be requested to remind Councillor Crowe by email that his report, 
referred to above, is outstanding. 

 
172. VILLAGE AESTHETICS 
 

 The Council considered a proposal to provide a bespoke map of the village, 
similar to a one on display in Christleton. 
 
Councillor Mrs K Ford provided the Council with an update on the Christmas 
Lights project informing that it was the intention that the infrastructure would 
be put in place imminently. 
 
Councillor A Bailey proposed that to help celebrate this new Council initiative, 
house holders be invited to decorate the outside of their homes with their own 
Christmas lights, not just in Church Road, but anywhere in the whole village.  
The entries could then be judged by the Council and the winner could receive 
a £50 meal voucher for the Greyhound Inn. 
 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the village map be not progressed until the detail of the Golden Jubilee 

Park Project has been agreed; 
 

(2) in the meantime, the present Footpath Map stand be refurbished and re-
glazed at a cost not to exceed £25 and a new map be inserted;  

 
(3) the proposal to run a Christmas lights competition in the village as detailed 

above be approved; and 
 
(4) the Clerk be requested to include the details of the competition at (3), how 

to enter it and the prize in the next edition of the Parish Council Newsletter. 
 

 
 
 



Page 123 

173. CONKERS PLAY CENTRE, SAUGHALL – APPLICATION UNDER THE 
 COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID PROVISIONS MEMBERS’  
 

 The Council considered an email dated 14 September 2015 from Mr Jason 
Ashcroft who wanted to know who had made the decision to list his building 
under the Community Right to Bid Provisions and why they did not feel it 
appropriate/courteous to inform him beforehand.  The Council also considered 
the detail of Minute No. 239 of its meeting held on 6 October 2014. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk be requested to respond to Mr Ashcroft as follows: 
 

‘The Parish Council considered your email at its meeting on 5 October 
2015.  Members do value your contribution to the local community and 
have asked me to stress this. 
 
However, the Parish Council did make a unanimous decision and takes 
collective responsibility for putting Conkers forward for listing.  Owners do 
not have to be informed when an application is made because it might not 
be agreed.  Only at the stage where the principal authority recognises that 
the application is lawful and has merit, is the owner informed.  This was 
done by Cheshire West and Chester Council and you chose not to 
appeal.   
 
Former Parish Councillor Brian Kerr wrote to you last October setting out 
the Parish Council’s position.  It has not changed and the Council stands 
by it.’ 

 
174. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 Members noted the content of the Cheshire Training Partnership’s 2015 

Training Programme.  Currently, no new training requests had been 
submitted. 

 
 Some Members requested some training on the use of Drop Box and 

Councillor Ms M Collins agreed to provide them with this. 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that the Cheshire Community Action’s 

Planning Seminar he had attended on Thursday, 24 September 2015 in 
Middlewich had been worth going to as the speakers had been very good.  He 
also informed that the Government was taking away planning rights from 
parish councils and residents.  It had been recommended that parish councils 
draw up Neighbourhood Plans.  However, it was noted that such an initiative 
would be costly, time consuming and require specialist advice. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports regarding training be noted; and 
 

(2) a Neighbourhood Plan initiative be not pursued at the current time. 
 



Page 124 

175. MORRIS HOMES DEVELOPMENT 
 

 The Council was informed that Mr Rob Early, Northern Design and Planning 
Director at Morris Homes had written to the Council to inform that on looking at 
Morris Homes Northern Limited’s index and remaining monies related to the 
scheme in Saughall he was pleased to offer approximately £8,250 to aid the 
upgrade of the Parish Council’s play equipment. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to respond to Mr Rob Early informing him that this 

Council would like to accept his offer of £8,250 to help upgrade its play 
equipment.  

 
176. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed of the arrangements she had made in respect 
of Remembrance Sunday on 8 November 2015. There was going to be a road 
closure and the Police would ensure that the traffic was diverted.  The Large 
Hall in the Vernon Institute had been hired and after the service teas and 
coffees would be served there along with whisky and sherry.   
 
Councillor A Bailey informed that he would ask his wife to make cheese and 
fruit scones to be eaten after the service. 
 
Councillor A Warrington reported that the War Memorial required some 
refurbishment before Remembrance Sunday and agreed to arrange this with 
the Vernon Institute’s Caretaker. 
 
Christmas Lights Switch – On 
 
Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that the twelve new Christmas lights provided 
by the Council on the lamp standards in Church Road from the Greyhound Inn 
towards the School would be switched on at 6pm on Wednesday, 2 December 
2015 and would be followed by the parade from the School to the Vernon 
Institute. 

 
RESOLVED: That 
 
(1) the reports be noted; and  

 
(2) the Council will provide a budget of £25 for the refreshments to be served 

on Remembrance Sunday. 
 
177. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY GROUPS 
 

(a) Youth Club 
 
 There was no report in respect of the Youth Club. 
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(b) Vernon Institute Management Committee (VIMC) 
 
 The Council considered two written reports provided by Councillor Mrs D 

Whitton regarding events and activities at the Vernon Institute.  It was 
noted, in particular, that the road closure to facilitate the Christmas Lights 
Switch – On event on 2 December 2015 would incur a cost of 
approximately £200.  The Parish Council was requested to help cover this 
cost.  It was also noted that Councillor Peter Young, who was also a 
members of the Vernon Institute Management Committee, would be 
sending a copy of the details of the road closure to the Clerk and 
requesting a contribution from the Council’s Community events/activities 
fund. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be noted; and 
 

(2) the Council agrees, in principle, to provide a contribution of £100 
towards the cost of the road closure on the evening of the Saughall 
Christmas Lights Switch – On event. 
 

178. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 
 Councillor H Jennings presented his report on the proceedings of the Parish 

Council Surgery that he had presided over on the morning of Saturday, 22 
August 2015 at the Farmers’ Market in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, 
Saughall.  The biggest concerns expressed had been about dangerous and 
inappropriate parking of vehicles in the village and the need to give out tickets 
as a deterrent. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor H Jennings be thanked for his report on the proceedings of his 
surgery; and 

 
(2) Councillor Mrs J Knox be requested to preside over the next Parish Council 

Surgery to be held at 10am on Saturday, 31 October 2015 at the Farmers’ 
Market in the Vernon Institute on Church Road, Saughall and bring a report 
on its proceedings to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
179. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 The Council noted the following outside body meeting that was coming up: 
 

 Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Annual Meeting 2015, 
Middlewich Civic Hall, Middlewich.  CW10 9AS on Thursday, 29 
October 2015 from 7-9pm. 

 
  Councillors A Bailey and Mrs K Ford agreed to attend. 
 
 
 



Page 126 

180. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Chairman reported that the Clerk had received a letter dated 25 

September 2015 from Mr Simon Drinkwater, Regional Network Manager for 
the Post Office about Saughall Post Office’s refurbishment.  Mr Drinkwater 
informed that the refurbishment work would take approximately five weeks to 
complete and consequently, the Post Office would close temporarily at 5:30pm 
on Wednesday, 7 October 2015 and reopen at 1pm on Friday, 13 November 
2015.  Posters would be displayed to inform customers. 

 
 Mr Drinkwater apologised for any inconvenience caused to the Post Office’s 

customers during its closure but was sure that the planned improvements to 
the service would, in time, compensate for any disruption caused in the short 
term. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted.  
 
181. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received: 
 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Public Lectures at the Grosvenor 
Museum – October 2015 – February 2016. 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Exhibitions and Events - October 
2015 – January 2016 


