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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 30 March 2015 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs J Edwards 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor B Kerr  
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar  
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe  
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
Mr Brian Huxley had given the Chairman appropriate notice that he wanted to 
address the Council.  He informed that he would be objecting to the proposed 
extension to the Co-op Store and requested the Council’s support.  His objections 
were two-fold: 
 
Firstly, Mr Huxley had lived next door to the village shop for fifteen years and in that 
time it had grown from a small shop run by Mr Craggs to a much larger shop run by 
the Co-op and had served the village well for many years.  However, this proposed 
extension of an extra six metres was an increase in floor space of 72% and that was 
not counting the portico over the entrance which was an extra two + metres.  Mr 
Huxley considered that this was a totally disproportionate increase in size for a 
village shop and just not acceptable.  If built it would end up just over a metre from 
his boundary and with the proposed new parking layout his kitchen, dining room and 
garden would be overlooked totally compromising his privacy. 
 
The Co-op had put forward plans for an extension to the side and rear of its property 
in Jan 2007, to which Mr Huxley had not objected.  These plans had been approved 
but nothing had been done and planning consent had expired in January 2010.  
When asked why this extension was not built Mr Huxley had been told that it was on 
a septic tank.  Mr Huxley felt that surely the answer to the Co-op’s space problems 
would be to move the septic tank.  However, there was some discrepancy here as in 
the Co-op’s planning application it was stated that they were on main drains!  This 
would have been the preferred option to this huge extension that was proposed now. 
Saughall was a village shop not some out of town shopping mall! 
 
Mr Huxley’s second point was what he considered to be the already inadequate car 
park.  He suggested that it was ludicrous to propose that by losing six metres to the 
extension and a further two+ metres for the portico that the same amount of car 
parking spaces would be available and that four  wheeled vehicles could enter, turn 
round , unload and exit in forward gear.  Mr Huxley also considered that the report 
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submitted with the planning application by Croft Transport Solutions was flawed and 
wildly inaccurate. The report suggested that four wheeled delivery vehicles could 
drive in, turn round, unload and then drive out in forward gear.  He felt that this was 
misleading as the Co-op’s deliveries were made by articulated lorries. 
 
Mr Huxley informed that the common entry and exit point for cars and delivery 
vehicles would cause confusion and lead to major safety issues and increased illegal 
parking on the major road outside the shop. 
 
In conclusion it was for these two very good reasons that Mr Huxley urged the 
Council to reject the proposed extension to the Co-op Store. 
 
72. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Errington and PCSO 

Wendy Leason. 
 
73. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

(a) Councillor Mrs K Ford declared a personal interest in a planning application 
to be considered for Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane (Minute No. 75(a) (iv) 
refers). She informed that she intended to leave the meeting whilst this 
item of business was under discussion. 

 
(b) There were no written applications for dispensations. 

 
74. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2 March 2015 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
75. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 The Council considered the following planning applications which had been 

lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting and set out its observations on them as follows: 

 
(i) 15/00889/FUL 

Proposal: Extension to the front of the store and alteration to the car 
park. 

Location: Saughall Post Office, Church Road, Saughall, Chester, 
Cheshire. 

 
“The Parish Council has asked Councillor Brian Crowe to call this 
planning application in as it is considered over intensive and because of 
safety concerns, as the reduction in the size of the car park will have 
implications for delivery vehicles.  There will also be an impact on the 
neighbours.”  
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(ii) 15/01014/S73 
Proposal: Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 14/03297/FUL 

to relocate basement. 
Location: The Vicarage, Church Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
It was noted that the applicant had withdrawn this planning application 
so no observations were made. 

 
(iii) 15/01076/FUL 

Proposal: Proposed single storey extension to rear. 
Location: Fernlea, Seahill Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
“No objections.” 
 

Councillor Mrs K Ford left the meeting. 
 
(iv) 15/01171/S73 

Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (time limit for importing soil) on 
13/04333/FUL to extend time limit by 12 months. 

Location: Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
“The Parish Council objects to this planning application because the 
applicant has had enough time already.  It also objects on highways 
grounds, the nuisance element and because it will alter the drainage of 
neighbouring land. 
 
The Council is questioning the proposal to replace the footpath with a 
roadway.” 

 
Councillor Mrs K Ford returned to the meeting. 

 
(v) 15/01180/FUL 

Proposal: Engineering and ground works associated with drainage 
installation/connection to serve 18 N0. Homes on adjacent 
site. 

Location: OS Field Numbers 2761 and 2350 Lodge Lane, Saughall, 
Chester, Cheshire. 

 
“The Parish Council has no objections to this retrospective planning 
application.” 
 

 (b) Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and 
Detailed Policies – Local Service Centre Consultation 

 The Council noted that this consultation ran until Friday, 24 April 2015 and 
that the document could be viewed and comments submitted online via: 

 
 http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cw_lp_part_two/ev_b

ase/lsc_2015 
 

Councillor Brian Crowe highlighted the fact that that Saughall was a Local 
Service Centre in the washed over green belt and requested that this 
would be included in the Parish Council’s response. 

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cw_lp_part_two/ev_base/lsc_2015
http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cw_lp_part_two/ev_base/lsc_2015
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RESOLVED: 
 
That the fact that Saughall is a Local Service Centre in the washed over 
green belt be included in the Parish Council’s response to the Local Plan 
(Part Two). 
 

76. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Uniformed Groups’ Building  
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that planning permission was not 

required for the temporary building.  It would be located in the corner of the 
car park and there would be toilets. 

  
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Urgent Issues 

 
(i) Bird Boxes 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she was overseeing the 

installation of twelve bird boxes in the Park.  They had been procured 
with the Clerk’s agreement at a total cost of £60.  

  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(ii) Sports Equipment for the Multi–Use Games Area (MUGA) 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that the sports equipment (netball 

posts, balls, tennis rackets and tennis nets etc.) that had been 
ordered had been delivered.  However, there were issues to be 
resolved in respect of storage. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor PP Young be requested to ask if sports equipment can 
be stored at the Vernon Institute on a temporary basis; and 

 
(2) Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to inform the Uniformed 

Groups that the Council would very much appreciate it if room can 
be found for the sports equipment in the Uniformed Groups’ 
Headquarters (in both temporary and later permanent premises). 

 
 (iii) Ramp Riding 

 Councillor B Kerr informed that the MUGA contractor had informed 
that it was inadvisable to use the facility for Ramp Riding as this 
activity could damage its surface. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had already told the 

Police that they could not use the MUGA for ramp riding. 
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 Councillor Mrs K Ford agreed to procure “No bikes or spikes.” 
signage for the MUGA.  

 
77. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 March 2015 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 

 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 HM Revenue and Customs 1,198:48 102869 
 Leisure Surfaces (Cheshire) Ltd 744:00 102870 
 (Posts and Nets) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 96:17 102871 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 70:00 102872 
 Hobbs Wildlife Services (Mole Extermination) 85:00 102873 
 Mrs JM Young (Bird Boxes) 60:00 102874 
 Mrs K Ford (Sports Equipment) 33:36 102875 
 Mr JC Baker (Putting in Bench) 372:00 102876 

 
 {NOTE: After the Clerk sent out the cheques Mr Baker’s wife 

telephoned the Clerk and left a message that the cheque for £372:00 
had been misplaced and requested that another cheque be sent as 
soon as possible.} 

 
(b) ‘Music in the Park’ Event – Saturday, 6 June 2015 
  
 The Council gave consideration to the funds that the Saughall Events 

Committee had available to assist the event scheduled on 6 June 2015 
and to contingency arrangements that may have to be made if the 
Committee experienced a cash shortfall. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council will release a sum up to £1,500, in advance of the Music 

in the Park Event, if the Saughall Events Committee experiences a cash 
shortfall and if the Committee makes a loss on this event the Council will 
indemnify it up to the sum of £1,500. 

 
(c) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received. 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 January to 24 February 2015 be noted. 
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(e) The Council’s Bank Balance 
 Councillor RA Storrar asked the Clerk how much money the Council now 

had in its bank account.  The Clerk informed that as a result of the various 
cheques she had been asked to write out earlier in the meeting which had 
now been signed by the cheque signatories, she did not have to hand the 
exact total. However, she did provided a copy of the Council’s monthly 
bank statement for scrutiny at each Council meeting and that this practice 
would continue and in fact, as there was no Council meeting in April 2015 
there would be two bank statements provided at the next meeting on 19 
May 2015 so Members would be able to closely monitor the Council’s 
financial position.  Councillor RA Storrar requested that this exchange be 
recorded in the Minutes of this meeting. 

 
78. COUNCILLOR BRIAN KERR 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed the Council that, after forty years as a Parish 

Councillor, he had taken the decision not to stand for re-election at the 
Local Council Elections being held on 7 May 2015. 

 
 Members thanked Councillor Kerr for his outstanding Parish Council 

service and wished him well for the future. 
 

 


