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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 2 March 2015 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor A Errington 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor B Kerr  
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar  
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe  
 
47. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J Edwards and DF 

Holman and PCSO Wendy Leason. 
 
48. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

(a) Councillor B Kerr declared a personal and pecuniary interest in Item No. 9. 
– Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Excellence Awards 2015 (Minute 
No. 54 refers)  He informed that he would be leaving the meeting whilst 
that item of business was under discussion because he had been invited to 
take part in the judging of the awards. 

 
(b) There were no written applications for dispensations. 

 
49. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 2 February 2015 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 

 Minute No.34.  Highway Issues (Page 30, last paragraph – replace 
Councillor Mrs JE Storrar with Councillor Mrs JM young. 
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50. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 The Council considered the following planning applications which had been 

lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting and set out its observations on them as follows: 

 
(i) 15/00105/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey side extension and front porch (demolition of 
existing garage with a new replacement building). 

Location: 18 The Ridings, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
‘No objections.’ 
 

(ii) 15/00481/FUL 
Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (approved drawings) on 

14/03297/FUL. 
Location: The Vicarage, Church Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
‘No objections.’ 
 

(iii) 15/00567/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear extension, Two storey side extension & 

dormer into existing roof. 
Location: Oakwood Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester, 

Cheshire. 
 
‘No objections.’ 
 

(iv) 15/00234/FUL 
Proposal: Reserved matters following outline application 

14/02881/OUT for one dwelling. 
Location: Land at Fallowfield, Long Lane, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
 ‘No objections.’ 
 

 (b) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decisions that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 14/05208/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural storage building (re-building of a 

previous structure). 
Location: Land between Oakwood and Jonetta, Parkgate Road, 

Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 

 ‘Approval’ 
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(ii) 15/00022/FUL 
Proposal: Installation of new entrance door and alteration to existing 

window. 
Location: Belmont Cottage, Church Road, Saughall, Chester, 

Cheshire. 
 

 ‘Approval’ 
 
51. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PC Wendy Leason was on her rest day so was not in attendance at the 

meeting.  She had sent a written report for the Council’s consideration.  
She reported that since the last meeting: 

 

 There had been five incidents of suspicious activity but there were no 
worrying concerns.  One of the incidents reported had resulted in the 
arrest of two males who had committed a burglary in the area.  

 There had been two domestic incidents. 

 There had been two road traffic incidents. 

 There had been three incidents of criminal damage to vehicles. Two of 
the incidents had occurred on Parkway where two vehicles had been 
deliberately keyed on more than one occasion. 

 There had been one incident relating to drugs debt. 

 There had been one incident of violence. 

 There had been three incidents where there had been concerns for 
safety. 

 There had been one road related incident. 

 There had been one incident of burglary and the offenders had been 
arrested. 

 There had been two incidents involving lost property. 
 
 PCSO Leason informed that she had carried out a burglary letter drop on 

Seahill Road following a burglary and had offered reassurance to the 
victims. She also informed that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) had been 
deployed on Hermitage Road on 23 February 2015 from 14:30hrs to 
15:30hrs within the 30MPH speed limit zone and Members noted the 
speeds that had been recorded. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) PCSO Wendy Leason be thanked for her report; and 
 
(2) Councillor Mrs K Ford be requested to ask the supplier be asked to 

confirm whether the Multi-Use Games Area is suitable for Ramp 
Raiders and that the surface will not be damaged as a result of their 
use of this sporting equipment. 
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(b) Rural Crime Conference – 9:30am until 4pm on Wednesday, 25 February 
2015 at Oulton Park, Little Budworth, Tarporley, Cheshire 

 
 Councillors Mrs JE Storrar and Mrs JM Young had attended this event and 

reported on its proceedings.  It was noted that it had been an interesting 
meeting and well worth attending.  The importance of good community 
engagement had been stressed.  Statistics had been provided on crimes 
committed in Cheshire and particularly in the rural areas.  It had been 
noted that the eight policing areas were being restructured and that crime 
prevention was very important 

 
 The Council was also informed that the Police and Crime Commissioner for 

Cheshire, Mr John Dwyer had informed that he hoped that in the future 
parishes would be able to have dedicated PCSOs without parish councils 
having to make financial contributions towards their cost.  He had agreed 
to look into how this could be achieved, particularly as some parish 
councils were currently contributing to the cost of its local PCSO. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors Mrs JE Storrar and Mrs JM Young be thanked for 

attending the Rural Crime Conference and for their report on its 
proceedings. 

 
(c) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that he had not been contact over the 

Home Watch in the last month and so had nothing to report.  He had heard 
from neighbours that there had been a burglary on Seahill Road. 

 
 It was noted that the Alert System was working properly again. 
 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Team had helped the 

Uniformed Groups after their Headquarters had been on fire, it would help 
again this year with the Chester Half Marathon on Sunday, 17 May 2015 
and would run the summer Play Scheme commencing on Monday, 10 
August 2015. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 

 
51. THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING PROCESS 
 
 The Council had regard to a letter dated 10 February 2015 from the 

Department for Communities and Local Government that had updated it on 
neighbourhood planning progress across the country and had highlighted 
recent developments.  The letter informed that neighbourhood planning gave 
local residents the power to set local planning policies that would be used in 
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determining planning applications, enabling them to shape the place where 
they lived and worked. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Department for Communities and Local Government’s 

letter of 10 February 2015 be noted. 
 
52. COMMUNITY WORK PLACEMENT (CWP) 
 
 The Council received a copy of the Community Work Placement Employer 

Briefing Sheet.  It was noted that CWP aimed to equip jobseekers with a 
valuable period of experience in a work-based environment, enabling them to 
develop the disciplines and skills associated with sustained employment. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the content of the Community Work Placement Employer Briefing Sheet 

be noted. 
 
53. CHESHIRE FIRE AUTHORITY DRAFT FIVE YEAR STRATEGY 

CONSULTATION 
 
 The Council considered the detail of an email dated 11 February 2015 that the 

Clerk had received from the Chair of the Cheshire Fire Authority (Councillor 
John Joyce) and the Chief Fire Officer (Paul Hancock).  It had been sent to all 
Parish and Town Councils informing that a consultation exercise that would 
run until 27 March 2015 was underway on the Cheshire Fire Authority’s plans 
up to 2020.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the detail of the consultation exercise being carried out by the Cheshire 

Fire Authority be noted. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr left the meeting whilst the next item of business was under 

consideration. 
 
54. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’S (CWAC) EXCELLENCE 

AWARDS 2015 
 
 The Council was aware that applications had to be submitted in respect of the 

Principal Authority’s Excellence Awards by Monday, 9 March 2015.  
Applications had been invited in the following categories: 

 

 Community Involvement 

 Innovation in Service Delivery – “doing things differently” 

 Working in Partnership 

 Providing Care and Support in the Community 

 Effective Communications 

 Outstanding Service – Councillor (A Warrington) 

 Outstanding Service – Clerk 
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 Council of the Year 
 
 Members had prepared draft written submissions in respect of the following 

four categories: 
 

 Community Involvement 

 Providing Care and Support in the Community 

 Effective Communications 

 Outstanding Service – Councillor (A Warrington) 
 
 These draft submissions were read out and Members commented on them, 

offered advice on the content and on what else could be included before the 
submissions were finalised and sent to the Clerk who would send the 
applications on to CWAC. 

 
 The Council also considered a letter dated 19 February 2015 from the 

Chairman of CWAC which the Clerk had received inviting representatives to 
the “Excellence Awards” event at 6:30pm on Wednesday, 25 March 2015. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) amendments be made were it was considered appropriate and the finalised 
versions of the submissions for CWAC’s Excellence Awards be sent to the 
Clerk by Friday, 6 March 2015 so that she can ensure that they are with 
CWAC by its deadline of Monday, 9 March 2015; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to book places at the “Excellence Awards” event for 

Councillors Mrs K Ford, RA Storrar and Mrs JM Young. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr returned to the meeting. 
 
55. MEETING SCHEDULES 
 

(a) Annual Parish Meeting 
 
 The Clerk reported that the Annual Parish Meeting was not a Council 

meeting.  It was a meeting of the parish electors and that it must take place 
between 1 March and 1 June.  It was scheduled for 7:30pm on Monday, 27 
April 2015 in the Vernon Institute.  She proposed that it be rescheduled 
from Monday, 27 April 2015, because of the decisions made following the 
recent Local Governance Review, the Council would be dissolved on 31 
March 2015 and so no longer in existence, to 7:30pm on Monday, 30 
March 2015.  The Clerk also proposed that the last Council meeting in this 
Municipal Year scheduled to be held on that evening, commence at 
6:30pm.  
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 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the Annual Parish Meeting be rescheduled to 7:30pm on Monday, 30 
March 2015; 

 
(2) the last Council meeting in the current Municipal Year be held at 

6:30pm on Monday, 30 March 2015; and 
 
(3) appropriate refreshments be provided on the rise of the Annual Parish 

Meeting. 
 
(b) Meeting Schedule 2015/16 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the draft Meeting Schedule be noted and be presented to the new 

Council for its approval or otherwise at its Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 19 
May 2015. 

 
56. POST OPENING PROJECT EVALUATION – A494 (FORMERLY 

A5117/A550) DEESIDE PARK 
 
 The Council had regard to an email dated 2 February 2015 from Atkins’ Senior 

Environmental Consultant, Water and Environment, Jean Coultas and noted 
its content and attachments.  The email served as a request for a consultation 
response for the above scheme assessment which was being carried out on 
behalf of the Highways Agency. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Ms Coultas be informed that this Council considers the completed 

Deeside Park road scheme has brought about excellent improvement to traffic 
management in the area. 

 
57. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Field Committee Meeting  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that he Field Committee had met on 

Saturday, 28 February 2015 and had discussed the following: 
 

 the siting of the bench in memory of Ian Humphrey and when the work 
would commence; 

 putting bird boxes in the trees behind the pond; 

 purchasing some wild flower; 

 mole activity and consequent action taken; 

 asking residents of Long Lane not to dump their garden waste in the 
Golden Jubilee park; 

 removal of a rotten fishing peg; 

 the parcel of land next to the Golden Jubilee Park which was becoming 
an “eye sore”; 

 all the holly planted last year has survived; 
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 concerns about the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) only having one 
way in and out and a need to leave open one of the gates until the other 
entrance could be used; 

 the ground beyond the MUGA was very wet and must be monitored; 

 arrangements to put the goal posts back up in the Golden Jubilee Park 
when the weather has improved; and 

 the need for more litter picking on the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the proceedings of the recent Field Committee meeting be noted; 
 
(2) agreement, in principle, be given to purchasing some bird boxes; 
 
(3) wild flowers be purchased from the Woodlands Trust; 
 
(4) the two residents of Long Lane be requested not to dump their garden 

waste in the Golden Jubilee Park; and 
 
(5) the litter picker be offered an additional hour of litter picking per month 

in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
(b) The Proposal to build a Sports and Community Use Building 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that there was no progress to report on 

this initiative. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted. 
 
(c) Multi Use Games Unit (MUGA) 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that the Council’s contractor, Leisure 

Surfaces UK could supply and deliver one pair of freestanding netball posts 
at a cost of £300 plus VAT, a pair of tennis posts at a cost of £225 plus 
VAT and a tennis net at a cost of £95 plus VAT.  A storage facility could be 
procured at a cost of £1,500 and it would need to be sited on a concrete 
base.  In the meantime, the Cricket Club’s storage facility could be used on 
a temporary basis and Councillor Mrs K Ford agreed to be a key holder. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar proposed that the Cheshire Lawn Tennis 

Association be approached and asked if it would be willing to make a 
contribution towards the cost of nets etc. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the nets and posts be purchased along with two netballs. 
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(d) Future Development of the Park and the Proposal to Fund the 
Refurbishment of the Swing Park etc. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the suppliers approached 

previously were ready to tender to refurbish the Swing Park etc. as soon as 
the Council was in a position to go out to tender with an outline 
specification.  All the information collected from the consultation exercises 
carried out was being collated ready for consideration by the new Council 
in May 2015. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(e) Possible Expansion of the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 The Clerk had written to the land owner on 18 December 2015 offering to 

buy the land adjacent to the Golden Jubilee Park for the sum the Council 
had agreed upon.  She reported that the land owner had not replied to her 
letter. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to the land owner again repeating the 

Council’s offer and send the letter by recorded delivery. 
 
(f) The Siting of the New Bench in Memory of Ian Humphrey 
 
 It was reported that the bench in memory of Ian Humphrey would be 

installed in the Golden Jubilee Park very soon. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted. 

 
58. MORRIS HOMES – PROPOSED PLAY AREA  
 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton reminded the Council that the residents of the new 

houses (Woodland Place – name on the planning application) still did not want 
a play area close to their houses and that they had been informed that they 
were expected to pay £200 a year each towards its upkeep.  They had drawn 
up a list of their objections and sent it to Mr Rob Early at Morris Homes and 
had requested that the Council send a letter in support of their objections and 
voicing its own objections too. 

 
 Members considered that instead of making separate play area provision in an 

area of the village that was unsuitable for it, it would be more sensible for 
Morris Homes to assist the Council with its play area upgrade project by 
providing some funding to assist and expand on the improvements that could 
be provided in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
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 Members were aware that the new development of 18 houses in Lodge Lane 
had not had the addition of a play area added as a condition to its planning 
permission. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to send a letter of support in respect of the 

objections the residents of Woodland Place had to the play area which had 
been a condition to the planning approval to Mr Rob Early at Morris Homes 
with a copy to Nick Smith, Principal Planning Officer at CWAC. 

 
59. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 
 The Council had requested site visits with CWAC Highways Officers in respect 

of the following: 
 

 Flooding on Fiddlers Lane. 

 Flooding on Seahill Road. The state of the junction Church Road/Saughall 
Hey. 

 The state of the junction Church Road/Saughall Hey. 
 
 A site visit had taken place on 11 February 2015 and the Council’s concerns 

had been recorded on the above matters as well as others but there had been 
no subsequent action. 

 
 Councillor A Errington informed of the work he had carried out on Hermitage 

Road and how he was hoping to get the assistance of young offenders to tidy 
up the village. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr drew the Council’s attention to the hedge cutting that had 

taken place recently on Long lane.  The land owner had trimmed his hedges, 
destroyed trees in the verge and had left debris in the ditch. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the situation be noted; and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to ask CWAC’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port 

and Rural West (North) Places Operations for a progress report on what is 
being done regarding the crumbling road edges in Fiddlers Lane which she 
had complained about on 3 February 2015.   

 
60. WARD MEMBER’S REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that CWAC had £1m of funding available to 

help improve play areas.  He also informed that the issues that he had been 
asked to help with last month had all been resolved and that the Parish 
Council was doing a good job. 

. 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe’s report be received. 
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61. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred until the May 2015 Council meeting. 
 
62. MUSIC IN THE PARK – 6 JUNE 2015, 2-10PM 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported on the content of a letter that Saughall 

Events Committee had sent to local residents on 15 January 2015 to keep 
them informed of the arrangements being made for the Music in the Park and 
the Traditional Village Fair event that it was in the process of organising. 

 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
 
63. VILLAGE DIARY 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that copies of the Village Diary were now 

available.  The Diary would be posted on the village notice boards and the 
Council’s website and would also be on Twitter. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report.  
 
64. VERNON INSTITUTE – TRUSTEES AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

(VIMC) 
 
 Councillor PP Young informed that the Trustees were in discussion with the 

Uniformed Groups to see if their meetings could be accommodated in the 
Vernon Institute. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor PP Young’s report be received. 
 
65. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman presented her report informing that: 
 

 Timberfield residents had not received their copies of the February 
2015 Parish Council newsletter. 

 She had dealt with an enquiry from a resident who wanted to go on the 
housing list. 

 She had attended the meeting about Highways on 11 February 2015. 

 She had asked the mole catcher to set traps in the Golden Jubilee 
Park. 

 Roger Leslie had died. 

 She had attended a site visit on Lodge Lane with Councillor Brian 
Crowe. 
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 The plans for the former Highfield Public House in Blacon had been 
withdrawn. 

 She had received various reports about the hedge cutting on Long 
Lane. 

 A resident of the village had had her purse stolen and the Police had 
been very helpful. 

 She had contacted Sanctuary about the green container in the garden 
of a property in Church Road. 

 
 RESOLVED:   
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her informative report. 
 
66. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Parish Council Surgery held on Friday, 27 February 2015  
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that at her Parish Surgery there had been 
 

 Concerns about dog dirt in the village expressed. 

 Concerns about the volume of traffic on a morning in Suaghall 
expressed. 

 Concerns raised about the recent tarmacking work carried out. 

 Parking issues in Eastfields Grove and the PCSO had been alerted. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs K Ford be thanked for holding the last Parish Council 
Surgery; and 

 
(2) the next Parish Council Surgery be arranged at the meeting of the new 

Council on Tuesday, 19 May 2015. 
 

67. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 5 January 2015 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the following payments be approved: 
 

 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 69:99 102863 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 497:28 102864 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 63:00 102865 
 Cancelled Cheque  102866 
 Cancelled cheque  102867 
 Mr DF Holman (No Dogs signs) 29:99 102868 

 
(2) when the Saughall Soup and Pudding Club open a bank account it be 

awarded a grant of £40 to assist its start-up costs. 
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(b) ‘Music in the Park’ Event – Saturday, 6 June 2015 
  
 The Council gave consideration to the funds that the Saughall Events 

Committee had available to assist the event scheduled on 6 June 2015 
and to contingency arrangements that may have to be made if the 
Committee experienced a cash shortfall. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council will release a sum up to £1,500, in advance of the Music 

in the Park Event, if the Saughall Events Committee experiences a cash 
shortfall and if the Committee makes a loss on this event the Council will 
indemnify it up to the sum of £1,500. 

 
(c) Receipts 
 
 The following receipts were received since the last meeting of the Council: 
 

 £17 from the Woman’s Institute reimbursing the Council for the poppy 
wreath it provided it with for use on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

 £20,000 from Saughall Community and Sports Pavilion Committee 
(SCASP) to be added to the Council’s designated fund.  

 

 Grant of £27,120 from WREN in respect of the MUGA. 
 
 Councillor B Crowe informed that if the SCASP project did not go ahead he 

wanted the grant funding he had provided from his ward budget to go 
towards other initiatives in the village.  However, he also informed that the 
Rotary Club would want its funding contribution back.  

 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 December 2014 to 24 January 2015 be noted. 
 
68. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 No Members’ training requirements had been identified. 
 
69. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 
 The following outside body meeting coming up was noted: 
 

 Chester Area Meetings of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
(ChALC) at 7pm on Wednesday, 4 March 2015 at G1, HQ, 58 Nicholas 
Street, Chester. 

 
 Councillors K Ford, B Kerr, Mrs JE Storrar, RA Storrar and Mrs JM Young 

would be attending. 
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70. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 No other communications had been received. 
 
71. CIRCULARS  
 
 The following circular had been received: 
 

 Cheshire Rural Arts, spring 2015 


