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MINUTES OF THE BUDGET COUNCIL MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND 
SHOTWICK PARK PARISH COUNCIL held on 12 January 2015 at the Vernon 
Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor A Errington 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford  
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings  
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor Andrew Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Mr G Hudspeth, Responsible Financial Officer 
  
 
22. NEW MEMBER 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Councillor A Errington to his first meeting. 
 
23. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillors Mrs J Edwards and Mrs D Whitton 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
24. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Further to Minute No. 2(b) of the Budget Council meeting held on 28 January 

2013 where the Council had resolved: 
 

 ‘That, subject to the completion of an appropriate request form, all 
Members be granted a dispensation (which will expire on 7 May 2015) to 
approve the budget and the annual precept for the parish on the grounds 
that without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from 
participating in the consideration of this item of business would be so great 
a proportion of the body transacting the business as to impede the 
transaction of the business, and the dispensation is in the interests of 
persons living in the Council’s area.’ 

 
 The Clerk advised Councillor A Errington, as a new Member, that it would be 

appropriate for him to sign an application for dispensation under Section 33 of 
the Localism Act 2011. Councillor Errington took the Clerk’s advice and duly 
signed his application. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Errington be granted a dispensation (which will expire when 

the Council is dissolved on 31 March 2015) to approve the budget and the 
annual precept for the same reasons as the other Members of the Council 
have been granted dispensations, as set out in the resolution above. 

 
25. TO DETERMINE THE PARISH COUNCIL’S BUDGET FOR MUNICIPAL 

YEAR 2015/2016 AND THE PARISH PRECEPT 
 
 The Council was informed of the content of a letter dated 19 December 2014 

that the Clerk had received from Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) 
Council’s Senior Manager – Revenues and Benefits, Jerry Faulkner which 
informed that the money needed for the Parish’s budgetary requirements was, 
through the Parish Council’s power to precept, added to the Council Tax for its 
area. 

 
 Parish Council Tax was calculated by dividing the precept the Parish Council 

requested by the estimated ‘Tax Base’ for its administrative area.  The number 
of ‘Band D’ equivalent properties in the Parish was calculated from information 
supplied by the Valuation Officer and then allowances were made for 
discounts, exemptions, non collections, etc.  This meant that that if the Parish 
Band D equivalent properties were 200 and the Parish Council wanted to raise 
£1000 in precept, then this would add a £5:00 Parish Charge to each Band D 
property in the Parish.  The Parish Charge for properties falling in another 
Band would then be adjusted accordingly. 

 
 The letter also reminded the Clerk that the national replacement of Council 

Tax Benefit with a new locally determined Council Tax Reduction Scheme 
(CTRS) had potential to impact adversely on the parish precept and therefore, 
on local council tax changes to residents.  In the spirit of localism and in order 
to mitigate this negative local impact, CWaC had voluntarily decided to pass 
on some of its additional CTRS grant funding in both of the last two years  to 
help parish councils to reduce their precepts.  This new grant had helped to 
ensure that parish councils were not impacted financially by the introduction of 
CTRS. 

 
 The Council was informed that CwaC had decided to maintain this new 

voluntary CTRS grant support to parish councils in 2015/16.  It was important 
to note that the source of this funding was now part of CwaC’s overall grant 
settlement from Central Government, which would be reduced again 
significantly for 2015/16 compared to 2014/15.  In view of this, the amount of 
funding that CwaC had available to pass on had unfortunately also reduced by 
13%. 

 
 Taking account of the changes, Members were informed that the Tax Base for 

Saughall and Shotwick Park had been calculated as 1081 Band D equivalent 
properties and the Parish Council would receive a CTRS grant of £4,777 from 
the Principal Authority in 2015/16 which should be used to reduce the amount 
of the parish precept.   
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 The Council was reminded that the Clerk had received a letter dated 4 
December 2014 from the Leader of CwaC, Councillor Mike Jones advising 
that the Parish Council was eligible for a payment of New Homes Bonus grant 
from his Council’s Community Fund to the value of £10,228 for the financial 
year 2014/15.  (Minute No. 9(a)/2014 refers.)  This grant had now been 
received via the BACS. 

 
 Councillor Jones had gone on to inform in his letter that he expected that the 

amounts which may be available in future years would also be in the region of 
£10,228.  This was indicative at this stage and confirmation of the actual 
amounts payable for the upcoming financial year would be provided in due 
course.  In order to understand the outputs generated for the residents of 
CWaC from this valuable source of funding Councillor Jones had requested 
that some information on the outputs delivered with the allocation paid to the 
Council in 2013/14 be supplied on a form enclosed for the purpose. 

 
 The Council was reminded that it had received a letter dated 17 February 

2014 from CWaC’s Senior Manager – Committees and Elections that had 
informed it that from 1 April 2014 local councils would be recharged some of 
the costs for holding combined elections and a fixed rate per elector was being 
proposed as follows: 

 
 Each Uncontested Election: £165:00 (admin fee) plus Returning Officer fee 

based on the number of electors (£16 per 1000 electors or part) as per the 
Cheshire scale of fees and charges. 

 
 Each Contested Election: £0:85 per elector with a minimum charge of 

£547:50 (£500 admin fee plus the Returning Officer fee of £47:50 as per the 
Cheshire Scale of Fees and Charges.)  There will be a cap on the maximum 
amount recharged to ensure that no local council pays more than the actual 
additional costs incurred by Cheshire West and Chester Council in carrying 
out the election.  The maximum amount recharged will be based on 2750 
electors - £2,337:50. 

 
 CWaC was aware that this was a change in the way that elections were 

charged for and also that it was now too late for changes to be made in the 
submission of parish council precepts for 2014/15.  In order to lessen the 
impact of this change, costs for scheduled elections in 2015 could be paid for 
in two stages 50% in 2015/16 and 50% in 2016/17.  Therefore, £1,169 must 
be included in the budget for 2015/16 in case there was a contested election 
and if there was £1,169 must be included in the 2016/17 budget as well. 

 
 In determining its budget and the parish precept the Council was also 

reminded that at its meeting held on 25 April 2013 it had assigned priorities to 
its initiatives and projects as follows (Minute No. 85/2013 refers.): 

 
Priority 1 Maintenance of the structure of the Vernon Institute 
Priority 2 Provision of Youth Activities during school holidays in 

conjunction with Cheshire Police 
Priority 3 Community and Sports Pavilion 
Priority 4 Installation of automatic winding and regulation equipment 

and renewal of the Vernon Institute clock face lighting 
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Priority 5 A Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) in the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Priorities 1 to 3 were still current but priorities 4 and 5 had now come to fruition 

and had been completed.  However, in respect of the MUGA, sports nets and 
posts were required and some maintenance costs would need to be included 
in the budget. 

 
 It was noted that the Vernon Institute Management Committee was in the 

process of reviewing its Vernon Institute project because of the costs 
associated with it and drawing up a new business plan (Priority 1).  With 
regard to the Community and Sports Pavilion it was noted that this was a long 
term project that would be very expensive.  External funding would need to be 
sought from third parties and the Council could consider taking out a loan from 
the Public Works Loan Board over 20 or 30 years to assist this project if it 
became necessary.  This approach would mean that future generations would 
contribute towards this project. 

 
 In respect of youth activities (Priority 2) it was reported that the popularity of 

the summer play scheme had waned somewhat, especially the panna football 
but ramp riders was still well supported.  The Police were considering what to 
do this year. 

 
 The Council was now also considering some new projects e.g. purchasing 

some land, refurbishing its Swing Park and repairing the perimeter path in the 
Golden Jubilee Park.  Members noted that it only had direct control over the 
Swing Park and that, consequently, it should be the Council’s main priority. 

 
 Consideration was given to procuring a defibrillator for the village and village 

aesthetics e.g. Christmas Lights, Planters, spring bulbs, hanging baskets, 
notice boards etc. and it was noted that the Community Action Projects budget 
head could be used for these initiatives. 

 
 It was considered that it was not necessary for the Council to prioritise its 

proposed projects at this time. 
 
 Members referred to the following documents which were included with the 

agenda for the meeting: 
 

• Draft Budget 2015/2016 (based on the budget for 2014/15)  
• Parish Council Payments 1 April 2014 – 31 December 2014 
• Precept Calculation 2014/15 
• Estimated Expenditure to year-end 31 March 2015 
• Estimated Income to year-end 31 March 2015 
• Proposed Precept Calculation 2015/16 based on the tax base, provided by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council, of 1081 
 
 The Council’s primary aim was to ensure that the Band D Council Tax was 

retained at the current level of £54.98 in 2015/16.  Members reviewed the 
Council’s Draft Budget, gave consideration to each budget head in turn, had 
regard to its savings funds and revised those it considered necessary.  The 
Council determined the level of funding it required over the next year against 
each of its budget heads, decided if any new budget heads needed to be 
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added, removed or consolidated  in order to carry out the Council’s activities 
and provide an acceptable level of service both effectively and efficiently. 

 
 Before, finalising the budget the Council gave consideration to what could be 

reduced or deleted from its budget. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That  
 

(1) the Parish Council’s budget for the Municipal Year 2015/16 be agreed as 
£78,092 as set out in Appendix A which allows the Band D Council Tax to 
be retained at the same level as that of 2014/15; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Cheshire West and Chester Council that 

this Council requires a parish precept of £59,433 for the Municipal Year 
2015/16, along with the CTRS grant funding of £4,777 (in total £64,210) in 
accordance with the precept calculation set out in Appendix B. 
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