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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 2 December 2014 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs J Edwards 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar (Sitting with the Public) 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 
269. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from Councillor Mrs K Ford 

and Mr Bob Salisbury. 
 
270. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

(a) No declarations of interest were received. 
 
(b) There were no written applications for dispensations. 
 
(c) Further to Minute Nos. 241(e) 254(c) the Clerk had provided all Members 

of the Council with a copy of a declaration which they had been requested 
to sign, as a mark of their commitment to abide by the Code of Conduct, 
Standing Orders and the Council’s majority decisions.  The Clerk reported 
that only Councillor RA Storrar had not signed the declaration. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be instructed to report Councillor RA Storrar to the 

Monitoring Officer at Cheshire West and Chester Council. 
 
271. MINUTES 
 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton reminded the Council that, at the last meeting, she 

had told Members that she had not contacted WREN and that she wanted that 
fact recorded in the Minutes. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr referred to the resolution in Minute No. 270(c) above and 

informed the Council that he hoped that Councillor RA Storrar would come to 
the table and sign his declaration during the course of this meeting. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendments, the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 2 December 2014 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 

 Minute No. 254(c), Page 154, fourth paragraph, move to Page 155 and 
insert after the fifth paragraph on that page. 

 

 Minute No. 262(d), Page 163, third off last paragraph replace ‘was of the 
view that the Sports and Community Use Building Project should be’ with  
‘informed that it had been voted on and the Sports and Community Use 
Building project was’ 

 
272. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 The Council considered the following planning applications which had been 

lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting and set out its observations on it as follows: 

 
(i) 14/004252/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey side and rear extension and first floor rear 
extension. 

Location: 59 Hermitage Road, Saughall, Chester. 
 
 ‘No objections.’ 
 

(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decisions that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 14/03827/FUL 
Proposal: Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension 

with a detached garage (demolition of existing garages). 
Location: Saughall Nurseries, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester. 
 
‘Approval.’ 
 

(ii) 14/02435/FUL 
Proposal: Relocate play area. 
Location: Greyhound Inn, Seahill Road, Saughall, Chester. 
  
‘Approval.’ 
 

(iii) 14/04252/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey side extension to the school’s administration 

area. 
Location: Saughall All Saints Church of England Primary School, 

Church Road, Saughall, Chester. 
 
‘Approval.’ 
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(iv) 14/01544/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear extension to dwelling and extension to 

garage to form additional ancillary accommodation for use as 
a Granny Annexe. 

Location: Paddock Lodge, Fiddlers Lane, Saughall, Chester. 
 
‘Approval.’ 

 
273. DECLARATION OF A CASUAL VACANCY 
 
 The Clerk reported that notices in respect of the casual vacancy on the 

Council had been posted and written submissions of interest were requested 
by 8 December 2014.  So far she had received two expressions of interest. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That a paper ballot be held during the next Council meeting on 5 January 

2015 to co-opt to fill the vacant seat on the Council. 
 
274. NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL’S (NALC) COUNCIL OF 

THE WEEK 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford had sent the Clerk a written report which informed that 

the Council had been selected as NALC’s Council of the week.  Councillor B 
Kerr reported that the Council had featured in the second weekly newsletter 
that NALC had put out.  The article had referred to the Council’s major 
improvement projects e.g. the Community and Sports Pavilion, Multi-Use 
Games Area and the Play Area and to the way it had communicated with the 
local community via social media. 

 
 It was noted that this had been a fantastic opportunity for the Council and it 

had been highlighted that it was a very active, progressive Council and that it 
was willing to embrace the changing needs of local residents to ensure they 
were aware of the fantastic work Members did to create a better place for 
them to live and work.  Councillor Mrs K Ford hoped that this achievement 
could be used in the Council’s Business Plan, the Parish Plan and on the 
Council’s website and possibly in future funding applications. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that the Parish Council had obviously come to 

NALC’s attention as a result of Councillor Mrs K Ford speaking at its Annual 
Conference about the use of social media. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
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275. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason reported on crimes committed and anti-social 

behaviour in Saughall during November 2014.  The report included details 
of: 

 

 A theft from the Cricket Club’s container. 

 A theft of a pedal car from a garage. 

 A burglary in Woodbank. 

 Two thefts and an attempted theft from motor vehicles. 

 Two domestic incidents. 

 Four road traffic accidents. 

 Three incidents of anti-social behaviour. 

 The speed watch that had taken place on Long Lane on 28 November 
2014. 

 
 PCSO Wendy Leason reminded Members to tighten up security, use 

timers, leave lights on and lock doors etc. and always report anything that 
looked suspicious. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Wendy Leason’s report be received. 
 
(b) Home Watch 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that Cheshire West and Chester Council 

had emailed him to inform that speed measurement devices were to be put 
in three areas of Saughall in January 2015.  He had suggested combining 
this initiative with the Council’s application for a 20 mph speed limit.  He 
had advised against this as it would involve delay. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor H Jennings report be received. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported on the Team’s recent activities.  These 

included monitoring the VI car park during the Christmas Lights Switch On.  
The Team had arranged a Fish and Chip Supper in December and 
intended to help with the Chester Marathon again, providing drinks etc. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young’s report be received. 
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276. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 
 
 The Council had regard to its Business Plan Action Plan which included some 

minor amendments and adjustments which the Clerk had made. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Field Committee would like the 

Council to provide a bin by the pond. 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the VI Clock had been gaining twenty 

seconds a day.  Arrangements had been made to rectify this and reset it.  He 
also informed that when the clocks went forward for British summer time, he 
was confident that the clock would automatically adjust itself.  This had not 
happened when the clocks had gone back because a nut had become loose. 

 
 Some Members wanted to prioritise the Council’s proposed projects and move 

them forward in that order.  The Clerk advised against this as projects were 
dependent on funding and grant aid being available and opportunities to 
attract grants would not necessarily come up in the order the Council decided 
upon. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the revised Action Plan be agreed; 
 
(2) Members’ reports be noted; 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to order a suitable bin to be located in the Golden 

Jubilee Park by the pond; and 
 
(4) the Council will discuss its project priorities at its Budget meeting on 12 

January 2014. 
 
277. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

(a) Remembrance Sunday and First World War Centenary Commemorations – 
Sunday, 9 November 2014 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that 73 people had attended the 

Remembrance Day Service.  The road had been closed which added to 
the solemnity of the occasion.  A bugler was in attendance and was paid 
his expenses. 

 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton informed that 100 poppies had been knitted and 

crocheted by ladies of the village and would be put in a boxed frame and a 
plaque would be procured with appropriate wording.  They would both be 
hung in the Vernon Institute to commemorate 100 since the beginning of 
WW1. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) a contribution of up to £50 be provided to assist the purchase of the 

plaque. 
 

(b) Christmas Lights Switch On – Monday, 1 December 2014 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that the Christmas Lights Switch On event 

had gone very well.  There had been a good turn out and the children had 
enjoyed it. 

 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton considered that thought should be given to the 

entertainment and the stalls, before the event was held again next year. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 

 
278. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Field Committee Meeting  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the drain for the MUGA was not 

apparent.  Bushes had been moved, fencing completed and the small pond 
had been cleared of saplings.   She proposed that a bin be ordered and 
located by the pond. 

 
 Consideration was given to putting in a series of soil mounds for bike riding 

and PCSO Wendy Leason agreed to ask Mr Brett Cassidy if he would do 
this using his digger. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington asked the Council to give consideration to the 

wording to go on the bench dedicated to the memory of Ian Humphrey. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the following wording be put on a plaque to be fastened to the seat to 

commemorate the life of Ian Humphrey: 
 
 ‘In memory of Ian Humphrey, a Parish Councillor from 2005 until 2013.  

He was the champion of the young of the village.’ 
 
(b) The Proposal to build a Sports and Community Use Building 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the decision on the funding application 

made to Sports England Inspired Facilities Fund would not be known until 
April 2015.  
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 Councillor Mrs D Whitton informed that she had resigned from the 
Committee that was leading this project. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(c) Multi Use Games Unit (MUGA) 
 
 It was reported that a number of Councillors and the Clerk had other 

commitments on Saturday, 13 December 2014 and would not be able to 
attend the opening of the MUGA.  Dignitaries and principals from other 
organisations had accepted their invitations to attend so it was agreed that 
it would be bad practice to cancel the event at this late stage. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) Future Development of the Park and the Proposal to fund the 

refurbishment of the Swing Park etc. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had been involved in a good 

consultation exercise with the school on an outline proposal. 
 
 The Clerk reminded the Council that a tendering process would need to be 

followed before a preferred tenderer could be agreed.  The tender 
specifications may be based on outcome stipulations. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that it was important that the play area 

was made more secure so children were safe and could not get out 
through the railings. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received and outcome stipulations be drawn up for the 

Council’s approval. 
 
(e) Possible Expansion of the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 The Council gave its consideration to the present cost of agricultural land. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That further consideration be given to the purchase of some additional land 

and sensitive commercial information in Part 2 of the agenda, once the 
press and public have been excluded from the meeting. (Minute No. 296 
refers.)  
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279. PROPOSED PLAY AREA – MORRIS HOMES 
 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton informed that there was no progress to report other 

than the contractor had started to dig up the road. 
  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the works on site continue to be monitored. 
 
280. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Twenty’s Plenty for Us Campaign 
 
 Further to Minute No. 242, the Clerk had written to Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Area Highways Manager to register the Council’s 
interest in Saughall being included in a local campaign.  He informed that 
there was no formal “Twenty’s Plenty” initiative in the Borough and that he 
understood that the Council wanted to see a 20 mph area in the centre of 
Saughall. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Junction of Church Road and Saughall Hey 
 
 It was reported that the proposed site visit between Members of the 

Council and Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Engineer had 
not yet taken place. 

 
281. OTHER OUTSTANDING ISSUES AND CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER 

COUNCIL’S WARD MEMBER’S  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That as Councillor Brian Crowe is not in attendance this item of business be 

deferred to the next meeting of the Council. 
 
282. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Edwards informed that youngsters attending the Youth Club 

were now in the 13 to 16 age group and this was working better than when the 
age range had been between 11 and 16.  There were two Youth Leader 
volunteers and the youngsters were involved in a number of activities 
including baking. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Edwards report be received. 
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283. VERNON INSTITUTE – TRUSTEES AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
(VIMC) 

 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the Vernon Institute had new charitable 

status now and operated in a slightly different way.  The five Trustees met 
after each VIMC on the same evening.   

 
 Currently, the Trustees were giving their consideration to the cottages and the 

finances and would make a report to the VIMC. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor PP Young’s report be received. 
 
284. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 The Chairman provided the Council with a report on issues she had been 

involved in during October and November 2014.  This included the following: 
 

 Ideas, suggestions and consultation on the refurbishment of the children’s 
play area; 

 arrangements for Remembrance Sunday and assisting by purchasing a 
poppy wreath on the Woman’s Institute’s behalf; 

 the Sunday bus service cuts and plans to reduce the evening services in 
March 2015; 

 a meeting about the future admission numbers for the Saughall, All Saints 
C of E Primary School; 

 attendance at the Annual General Meeting of the Cheshire Playing Fields 
Association in Crewe where there had been a very interesting presentation 
by suppliers of outside gyms; 

 problems encountered with the Lodge Lane Affordable Housing Project, 
the legal dispute and the consequent lack of progress in respect of tenants 
moving in; 

 retrieving the deeds for the Golden Jubilee Park from the HSBC Bank in 
Chester; 

 the Vicar’s wife had been very poorly but there had now been a slight 
improvement; 

 dogs being walked in the Golden Jubilee Park; 

 PC Paul Taylor was now back on duty; 

 the Cricket Club’s container was broken in to and new security 
arrangements had now been in place; 

 attendance at a meeting at Upton High School with pupils who lived in 
Saughall; 

 attendance at Cheshire West and Chester Council’s HQ for a meeting 
about the recent Community Governance Review and the consequent 
changes; 

 Scottish Power’s request to use the car park for a few hours on 4 
December 2014; 

 represented the Parish Council at a Luncheon at Mollington Golf Club; and 

 new people were in charge of the Farmers’ Market. 
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. RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her very informative report. 

 
285. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Parish Council Surgery held Saturday, 29 November 2014  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported on issues raised at the last Parish 

Council Surgery.  They included the following: 
 

 Numerous customers of the Co-op Store had complained about staffing 
changes, large queues and a lack of wire baskets, some products not 
being accessible to the elderly and no newspapers being put out on a 
morning.  There was a phone number on the Co-op’s receipts provided 
on payment for goods and Members noted the importance of urge 
people to ring this number with their complaints; 

 Do not cut trees down as they are precious. 

 Rubbish accumulating on the path behind Wain Court. 

 Buses to the centre of Chester. 

 Parking to drop off and pick up children from school. 

 Mollington and Saughall Handbook. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her very informative report; 
and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to ensure that details of the Council’s meeting 

etc. appear in the Mollington and Saughall Handbook.   
 
(b) Date of Next Parish Council Surgery 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to hold the next Parish 

Council Surgery between 10 and 10:45am on Saturday, 3 January 2015 
outside of the Co-op Stores. 
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286. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 3 November 
2014: 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 Leisure Surfaces (Cheshire) Ltd  20,544:00 102829 
 (Surfacing work to MUGA) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) (*Cancelled)  497:28 102830 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) (*Cancelled) 35:00 102831 
 Mrs JM Young (Sundries) 38:17 102832 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 63:00 102833 
 Mr DF Holman (Car mileage to meetings) 24:86 102834 
 Mr JC Baker (Works in Park) 4,570:00 102835 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) (Re-provided)  497:28 102837 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) (Re-provided) 35:00 102838 
 
 *Cheque damage. 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 September to 24 October 2014 be noted. 
 

287. MID-YEAR REVIEW OF THE 2014/15 BUDGET 
 
 The Council carried out its mid-year review of its budget.  Councillor DF 

Holman reported that he expected that there would be a little bit of budget 
surplus in 2014/15.  Members noted that no concerns had been identified at 
this stage. 

 
288. THE COUNCIL’S 2015/16 BUDGET 
 
 The Council was invited to give initial consideration to its budgetary provision 

for 2015/16 and all Members had been supplied with a copy of the 2014/15 
Budget to assist this exercise.   

 
 The Council noted that next year it would be liable for its own election costs 

and that the Principal Authority had given it the choice of paying them out right 
or over two years. 
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 The Council gave its attention to what it may wish to provide next year over 
and above what it had provided in this financial year.  Proposals put forward 
included: 

 

 Possible purchase of land adjacent to the Golden Jubilee Park.  If this was 
agreed it would be purchased with a loan from the Public Works Loans 
Board and repayments would probably be over a period of twenty years. 

 Possible purchase of Christmas Lights – Other Parish Councils had their 
own. 

 Possibly providing tubs of planted flowers and hanging baskets etc. 
 
 The Council noted that its budget head for the War Memorial could be deleted 

as the works were all completed and paid for now. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that he considered that the Council should set a 

budget that required no change to the Council Tax.  The aim should be to 
leave it unchanged.  The Council needed as much spare revenue as it could 
raise. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the best way to approach the budget 

setting exercise was to work backwards and see what could be provided if the 
precept was kept the same next year as it was, this year.  

 
289. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 
 The Council carried out its annual review of its Financial Regulations. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the contents of the Council’s Financial Regulations be noted and no 

changes be made to them at this time. 
 
290. ANNUAL AUDIT – RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the Council needed to spend some time on 

its Risk Management responsibilities and arrangements and that the 
documents on its website were currently five years out of date and required 
amendment. 

 
 Councillor PP Young informed that the timetable and Action Plan needed to be 

revised.  For example, the Council no longer cleaned the bus shelters, work 
had been done on the clock and the CCTV equipment did not work. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that the Council did have a Risk Register with 

168 risks identified on it that were all pertinent to the Council.  Only the Action 
Plan was available on the website.  The Package needed to be revisited to 
update the 2011 data base.  
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 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Risk Management computer package be revisited but in the 

meantime: 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to undertake, as far as she can, the necessary 
revisions to the Risk Management Action Plan on the Council’s website, 
taking out items that are no longer relevant; and 

 
(2) all Members be requested to give consideration to the Risk Management 

Action Plan, be conscious that the Council does have an Action Plan and 
that they all have some responsibility for it. 

 
291. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 No Member Training Requirements were identified. 
 
292. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 

(a) Outside Body events coming up 
 
 The Council noted the following outside body event which was coming up: 
 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Partnership Network Event, 
Tuesday, 16 December 2014 (am) at Chester Town Hall.   

 
  Places are booked for Councillors Mrs K Ford, Mrs JE Storrar, RA 

Storrar and Mrs JM Young. 
 
(b) Reports from Members on Proceedings of outside body meetings/events: 
 
 The Council received brief reports from those Members who had attended 

the following meetings events: 
 

 Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Annual Meeting at 6pm on 
Wednesday, 22 October 2014 at the Canal Side Conference Centre, 
Middlewich Community Church. 

 

 Cheshire Playing Fields Association’s Annual General Meeting at 
10:30am on Thursday, 23 October 2014 at The Pavilion, Queen’s Park, 
Victoria Avenue, Crewe. 

 

 Cheshire Association of Local Council’s ‘Understanding the Fracking 
Debate’ at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 28 October 2014. 

 

 National Association of Local Council’s AGM on Wednesday, 29 
October 2014. 

 

 Cheshire Community Action’s AGM at 10:30am on Wednesday, 19 
November 2014 at St John’s Church, Hartford. 
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 The Lord Mayor of Chester’s Charity Concert at Eaton Park at 7pm on 
Wednesday, 19 November 2014 at Eaton Park.  Ticket price is £20 (to 
include a hot buffet and a drink on arrival). 

 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Community Governance Review 
– Implementation Workshop. 

 

 A Workshop ‘Digital Mapping for Local Councils’ at 7pm on Monday, 24 
November 2014 at Brereton Primary School, School Lane, Brereton   
CW11 1RN 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; and 
 
(2) the Community Governance Review be included on the agenda for the 

next Council meeting on 5 January 2015. 
 
293. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 No communications had been received that were not listed elsewhere on the 

agenda. 
 
294. CIRCULARS  
 
 The following circulars had been received: 
 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England’s Country Voice – Winter 2014 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England’s Field Work – Winter 2014 
 
295. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public 

be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as 
amended) to that Act. The Public Interest test has been applied and favours 
exclusion. 

 
296. POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION 
 
 The Council gave consideration to the possibility of purchasing a piece of land 

and agreed how much to offer the land owner for it. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact the land owner concerned and offer the 

agreed sum for the piece of land it wanted to buy. 


