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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 6 October 2014 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 PCSO Wendy Leason 
 
232. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from Councillors Mrs J 

Edwards, B Kerr and Mrs D Whitton. 
 
233. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
234. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 1 September 2014 be 

confirmed as a correct record: 
 
235. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 The Council considered the following planning applications which had been 

lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting and set out its observations on it as follows: 

 
(i) 14/03594/FUL 

Proposal: Storage Barn. 
Location: New Ways Farm, Shotwick - Frodsham Road, Shotwick 

Park, Chester. 
 
 ‘The Parish Council is concerned that the barn appears to overlap into 

Big Wood and therefore, will require tree felling.  If so this will need to 
be monitored.  Other than that there are no objections.’ 
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(ii) 14/02435/FUL 
Proposal: Relocation of Play Area. 
Location: Greyhound Inn, Seahill Road, Saughall, Chester. 

 
 No objections.’ 

 
(b) Planning Applications – Request for an extension for comments 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ask for an extension to the time period to 

provide comments on the following planning applications which were 
lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting (6 and 7 October 2014) so that the Council has an 
opportunity to consider them: 

 
(i) 14/03827/FUL 

Proposal: Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension 
with a detached garage (demolition of existing garages). 

Location: Saughall Nurseries, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester. 
 

(ii) 14/03798/FUL 
Proposal: Single floor extension with a pitched roof to rear of the 

terrace property. 
Location: 10 Rake Way, Saughall, Chester. 

 
(c) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decisions that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 14/02243/FUL 
Proposal: Alterations to roof pitch and change of external materials 

(Amendment to permission 13/04265/FUL for conversion to 
dwelling). 

. 
Location: Little Creek Kennels, Kingswood Lane, Saughall, Chester. 
 
‘Refusal.’ 
 

(ii) 14/02923/FUL 
Proposal: Demolition of garage, erection of two storey side and two 

storey rear extension. 
. 
Location: 220 Hermitage Road, Saughall, Chester. 

 
 ‘Approval.’ 
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(iii) 14/02564/FUL 
Proposal: Replacement Dwelling. 
Location: 153 Hermitage Road, Saughall, Chester. 

 
 ‘Approval.’ 

 
236. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) PCSO’s Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason informed the Council that during September 2014 

there had been: 
 

 One incident of anti social behaviour involving persons unknown 
throwing small apples at windows in Parkway.  The residents had been 
visited and reassured. 

 Four shed break-ins.  Areas targeted had been The Ridings, 
Timberfields and Larchfields.  Alert letters had been delivered to 
properties in those locations. 

 Seven suspicious incidents. 

 An incident involving drugs where three men had been arrested. 

 One theft of a bike from the Vicarage. 

 One incident of shop lifting from the Red Ensign Garage. 

 One domestic incident. 

 One neighbour dispute. 

 One incident of criminal damage. 
 
 PCSO Leason reported that the Road Policing Team had undertaken a 

Problem Profile on Hermitage Road between 16 September and 3 October 
2014.  The results were as follows: 

 

 Traffic Offence Report – 42 

 Verbal warnings – 27 

 Vehicle seizure – 1 

 Non Endorsable Fixed Penalty – 3 

 Fixed Penalty Notice - 1 
 
 PCSO Leason also reported that she had carried out some speed 

enforcement on Long Lane in conjunction with the Council Wardens.  She 
had been asked by residents why there were no 30 MPH signs on 
Hermitage Road where speeding was a problem. 

 
 It was noted that the village bonfire celebrations would be held on Sunday, 

2 November 2014 and it was expected that the Police would cone off 
Foxlea.  The PCSO would feed this through to the Inspector. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the PCSO be thanked for her informative report. 
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(b) Home Watch  
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that he had been informed of how to 

register suspicious incidents on the Alert System. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Team had not met recently. 
 

237. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 
 
 It was noted that the Business Plan Action Group had met in order to review 

the Council’s Business Plan and this would be the subject of an agenda item 
at the next Council meeting on 3 November 2014. 

 
238. BYELAW – NO BALL GAMES – GREEN AMENITY AREAS 
 
 The Council noted the content of a letter dated 2 October 2014 from Mrs E 

Kitson who seemed to think that her previous letter about the trouble she had 
experienced with children playing football on the grassed amenity area in 
Saughall Hey had not been discussed by the Council.  However, that was not 
the case.  (Minute Nos. 189 (b) and 214 refer.) 

 
 PCSO Wendy Leason informed that she had spoken to the children 

concerned, they were around 11 years old and she considered this matter to 
be a seasonal blip. 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that there was little his Council could do to 

stop children playing on the grassed amenity area. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Members be requested to inform Mrs E Kitson that her letter had been 
discussed during Council meetings; and 

 
(2) PCSO Wendy Leason be requested to monitor the situation in respect of 

the playing of ball games on the grassed amenity area in Saughall Hey. 
 
239. APPLICATIONS UNDER THE COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID PROVISIONS 
 
 Further to Minute Nos. 200 and 225/2013 and 94/2014 the Council had 

applied to Cheshire West and Chester Council to list the following as assets of 
community value, in accordance with the provisions of the Localism Act 2011: 

 

 The Greyhound Inn 

 Conkers 

 The Field behind the Golden Jubilee Park 
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 The Clerk informed that the Council had been successful with the applications 
for the Greyhound Inn and Conkers to be listed as Community Assets but the 
application in respect of the field behind the Golden Jubilee Park had been 
unsuccessful.  The owners now had eight weeks, if they so wished, to request 
the Principal Authority to review its decision. 

 
 The Council noted that the Director of Chestnut Day Nursery limited, Mr J 

Ashcroft had made representations to the Council over the listing of Conkers, 
informing he was angry at the dictatorial actions in respect of his private 
property.  He wanted to know who was ultimately responsible for pursuing the 
listing and what the Council was prepared to do to rectify the situation. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr had responded to Mr Ashcroft informing him that his views 

would be considered at this Council meeting.  He had also informed Mr 
Ashcroft that the Council valued the service he provided to parents of young 
children.  In listing Conkers as a village asset, the Council was in no way 
trying to interfere with the running of the business, it was simply making use of 
Government legislation to try and ensure that the building was not lost to the 
community at some stage in the future when Mr Ashcroft no longer require it 
for the purposes of his business. The building was part of the village heritage 
and that was all the Council was concerned with. In its present use, Mr 
Ashcroft was preserving the building and he was be commended for that. 

 
 Members agreed that an apology should be issued for any misunderstanding.  

The Council echoed Councillor Kerr’s sentiments; it was merely looking to the 
future, to a time when Mr Ashcroft had no use for Conkers.  It was using the 
new legislation to list Conkers as an asset of community value. 

 
 The Principal Authority had notified the Parish Council that it was agreeable to 

its request.  However, as the owner of Conkers, Mr Ashcroft, had the right to 
request Cheshire West and Chester Council to review its decision and he had 
eight weeks from 16 September 2014 to do this, if he so wished. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 

 
(1) the successful and unsuccessful listings as Community Assets be noted; 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to query the reasoning behind the unsuccessful 

listing in respect of the field with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Asset Manager, Kathryn Jones; and 

 
(3) the Clerk be requested to respond to Mr J Ashcroft setting out the Council’s 

position along the lines detailed above. 
 
240. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 

(a) Remembrance Sunday and First World War Centenary Commemorations – 
Sunday, 9 November 2014 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that a meeting had been scheduled that 

week to discuss arrangements for Remembrance Sunday.  The Vernon 
Institute was going to provide hooks so that the poppy wreaths could be 
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fastened to the wall.  Posters advertising this village event would be posted 
on notice boards. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) refreshments for Remembrance Sunday be provided by the Council. 

 
(b) Christmas Lights Switch On – Monday, 1 December 2014 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that a meeting had been arranged for 

Wednesday evening to make arrangements for the Christmas Light Switch 
On event.  It was expected that there would be some changes to the way 
this event was organised this year.  The small hall in the VI would be used 
and there would be an open mike evening. 

 
241. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Field Committee Meeting – Saturday, 4 October 2014  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Field Committee had raised 

concerns about the position of the MUGA in relation to the hedge. 
 
 The Field Committee was of the view that a drain from the pond to the ditch 

was required along with post and rail over the ditch at the back of the big 
pond to ensure the field was secure and the horses, in the next field, could 
not get in. 

 
 The Field Committee also proposed that the top soil that would be removed 

to make way for the MUGA should be retained in three places in the Park.  
(Back of the car park, left hand corner of the back fence and the right hand 
side of the big pond). 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received and the recommendations therein be agreed. 
 
(b) Aerial Runway 
 
 It was noted that the maintenance work the Clerk had requested Massey 

and Harris to carry out had not been done. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to remind Massey and Harris about the work 

still to be completed. 
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(c) Pond Clean Up 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the work on the pond had not been 

carried out. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the work required on the pond be put on hold until after the work on 

the MUGA has been completed. 
 
(d) The Proposal to build a Sports and Community Use Building 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Committee was in the process 

of applying for a grant which it hoped to submit to Sports England by 3 
November 2014. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(e) Multi Use Games Unit (MUGA) 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that the Council’s contractor would 

commence on site the following day and she encouraged all Members to 
visit.  The contractor was not able to use the Uniformed Groups’ 
Headquarters so a portable toilet facility would be brought on site.  
Residents in the immediate vicinity of the Park had all been given a copy of 
the contractor’s details. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that it was important that there were good 

relations with the contractor and that he was disappointed that the 
Uniformed Groups had refused to co-operate at all.  He reminded the 
Council that it gave the Uniformed Groups £500 a year so it could use the 
Headquarters building for meetings etc. but that it did not use it much.  
Consequently, he was of the view that the Council should charge the 
Uniformed Groups more than a peppercorn rent for the Headquarters being 
located in the Golden Jubilee Park and he informed that he intended to 
propose this at the Budget Council Meeting on 12 January 2015. 

 
 It was reported that Richard Smith, the Senior Grant Manager at WREN 

had informed the Clerk and Members of the MUGA Working Group, on 10 
September 2014, that he had been contacted by some Parish Councillors 
who had expressed their concerns over the MUGA and the consultation 
carried out at the time the application was submitted.  Consequently, he 
had looked through the Council’s Minutes which were published on its 
website and had noted that the MUGA seemed to be a divisive issue within 
the Parish Council and the local community.  Consequently, Mr Smith had 
requested documentation to support the community consultation carried 
out to support the project.  Luckily the Clerk had been able to retrieve the 
situation by providing the information requested immediately.  She had 
been on holiday the following day and had been out of the country for three 
weeks. 
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 The actions of a minority of Members had put the MUGA project in 
jeopardy because what they had done had made WREN concerned that it 
may be funding a project that was not needed and would not be used by 
the community and had, therefore, requested the additional information 
which the Clerk may not have been there to provide.  There had been a 
high risk that this could have resulted in WREN withdrawing its funding 
offer and the project not being able to go ahead. 

 
 It was reported that Councillor DF Holman had emailed all Members of the 

Council on 10 September 2014 and informed them that it was totally out of 
order and undemocratic for Elected Councillors, no matter how strong their 
feelings were, to actively seek to undermine properly agreed decisions of 
the Council.  He had gone on to say that whilst he would not wish or seek 
to lose the expertise of his colleagues it had to be said that if any 
Councillor felt unable to support the Council then the honourable thing to 
do was to resign their post. They could then continue any campaigning 
quite properly as a member of the public.  Perhaps those who had been 
taking those actions would care to reflect on the harm they were doing. 
Councillor Holman had asked those Members responsible to cease their 
actions. 

 
 Members were aware that the decision to provide a MUGA had been a 

majority decision of the Council.  The Council had voted in favour of going 
ahead with the MUGA project twice now, in the light of the consultation that 
had been carried out.  Council decisions did not have to be unanimous but 
all Members were expected to stand by decisions made.  That was called 
democracy.  Individual Members were unable to speak for the Council at all 
and had been acting in such a way as to undermine its decision.  This was 
a very serious matter as the MUGA project involved a substantial amount 
of public money and if this minority of Members had been successful in 
their quest, the fall out would have been that immense reputational 
damage would have been suffered by the Council.  It was noted that some 
reputational damage had already been caused as WREN had had doubts 
following the approach from a minority of Members.  Also, the actions of 
these Members actions may have damaged the future potential of 
obtaining grants for current and future projects in the village. 

 
 Mr Smith had informed that one of the four Members who had contacted 

him had been Councillor Mrs J Knox. 
 
 Members referred to the Council’s Standing Orders.  Standing Order 33, 

Disorderly Conduct stated that all Members must behave in a manner 
required by the Members’ Code of Conduct.  This Code had been adopted 
by the Council at its meeting on 15 May 2012.  (Minute No. 6 refers.)  The 
aim of this Code of Conduct was to promote and maintain high standards 
of conduct and underpin public confidence in the Council and its Members.  
Once the Council had made a decision, all Members were expected to go 
along with it; this was called corporate and collective responsibility. 

 
 A Motion was put that an apology be sought from Councillor Mrs J Knox 

for the disrepute brought on the Council along with an undertaking from her 
not to repeat such actions. 
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 It was reported that Councillor DF Holman was aware of the names of all 
four Members who had contacted WREN. 

 
 An Amendment was then put forward that the four Members who had 

contacted WREN and had acted in a way that could bring the Council into 
disrepute should be named.  This was put to the vote and carried 6 for, 3 
against with 1 abstention. 

 
 This then became the Substantive Motion and was carried 7 for, 3 

against with 1 abstention. 
 
 Councillor DF Holman refused to name the other three Members who had 

contacted WREN.  He told the Council to ask Mr Smith at WREN for the 
names. 

 
 Councillor PP Young proposed a Motion that all Members give a 

commitment that they would abide by the Members’ Code of Conduct, the 
Council’s Standing Orders and the Council’s majority decisions and that 
the Clerk draw up a statement to this effect for each Member to sign at the 
next Council meeting. 

 
 This Motion was put to the vote and carried unanimously. 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox informed that she was willing to take the 

responsibility for the actions of a minority of Members.  She had taken 
advice from the Chief Executive of the Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils, Jackie Weaver and was now aware that she had acted in an 
inappropriate manner.  She apologised for her actions and informed that 
she would not act against the Council’s decisions in future and would abide 
by its Standing Orders. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to draft a statement for every Member to sign 

at the next Council meeting on 3 November 2014 in respect of their 
commitment to abide by the Members’ Code of Conduct, the Council’s 
Standing Orders and all decisions of the Council, including majority 
decisions. 

 
(f) Future Development of the Park and the Proposal to fund the 

refurbishment of the Swing Park etc. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that a number of contractors had 

submitted plans to improve the facilities for younger children.  They were 
now being considered.  A discussion ensued about whether the Council 
should commit further funds to provide play facilities for children up to 
10/11 years old and on what could be provided for older children e.g. 
BMX/Skate Park. 

 
 Members were reminded that the Council would be receiving funding from 

the New Homes Bonus allocations in 2015/16. 
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 It was also noted that this project was still at the planning stage, 
consultation was being carried out and funding was not yet being 
committed.  Regard would need to be given to the regular maintenance 
work that would be required on any new equipment that was provided and 
its cost. 

 
 It was reported that the Sports and Community Use Building, also currently 

being planned in the village, may require match funding and that the 
Council may be requested to assist with this. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted and consideration be given to prioritising projects 

under the Council’s Business Plan agenda item at the next Council 
meeting scheduled for 3 November 2014.  

 
242. OUTSTANDING ISSUES AND THE WARD COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Following the last meeting held on 1 September 2014 a number of issues had 

been referred to Councillor Brian Crowe.  (Minute No. 218 refers.)  Councillor 
Crowe responded to each issue as follows: 

 

 A Safe Route to Blacon High School for the Accompanied Child – The 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman had walked the route with Cheshire West 
and Chester Council Officers but had not received the decision on the 
route as had been promised. 

 
 Councillor Crowe agreed to arrange a meeting with Parish Councillors, 

Officers of Cheshire West and Chester Council and himself to discuss the 
situation and conclude the matter. 

 

 Capacity Issues at the New All Saints C of E Primary School - The 
Local Education Authority used a formula to calculate the expected number 
of children new housing would generate.  From the 36 new houses being 
built on the former The Ridings Infant School site the formula calculated 
that this would result in seven more children.  The new Primary School was 
already oversubscribed in some year groups so the Parish Council wanted 
to know what arrangements were being made to accommodate Saughall 
children going forward, as the birth rate was on the increase. 

 
 Councillor Crowe agreed to arrange a meeting with Parish Councillors, 

Officers of Cheshire West and Chester Council and himself to discuss the 
situation and conclude the matter. 

 

 Twenty’s Plenty – The Council had requested a progress report on the 
Twenty’s Plenty initiative.  Members were very keen to see this initiative 
operating in Saughall as it did in numerous other parts of the country. 

 
 Councillor Crowe advised that the Parish Council would need to formally 

register its interest in Twenty’s Plenty with Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Area Highways Manager, Kieran Collins. 
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 The Clerk informed that she would register the Council’s interest the next 
day and that she had registered it already with the relevant Portfolio 
Member, Councillor Lynn Riley who had provided a holding response some 
time ago. 

 

 The Bus Shelter by the New Housing Development - The Bus shelter 
was still leaning to one side.  It was Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
responsibility to rectify it, as promised, because it was in its ownership. 

 
 Councillor Crowe informed that his Council was waiting for its contractors 

to carry out the necessary work on the bus shelter. 
 

 Street Trees – A lot of the trees in the village require attention. 
 
 Councillor Crowe asked Members to identify which trees needed to be 

pruned etc. 
 

 K’s Nurseries - The dilapidated state it has been allowed to get into was 
causing concern.  The Parish Council had wanted to know if Cheshire 
West and Chester Council could do anything to get the site tidied up. 

 
 Councillor Crowe informed that it was the owner’s choice to let the site get 

into such a state and there was very little his Council could do about it. 
 
 Councillor Crowe also reported on the alteration to the Saughall Sunday 

and Bank Holiday timetable on Bus Service 15 (Chester – Saughall) and 
that he had asked Major (Retired) Eddie Pickering, Secretary to the 
Cheshire Regiment for a military presence in the village on Remembrance 
Sunday. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his reports. 

 
243. HOUSING PROJECT ON THE FORMER SAUGHALL THE RIDINGS 

INFANTS SCHOOL SITE 
 
 No issues had been reported in respect of this ongoing project. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council will continue to monitor this housing project. 
 
244. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Youth Club had not yet decided on 

a film to watch.  The Council had agreed to pay for this film and awaited the 
Youth Club’s decision. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
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245. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the VIMC now had WiFi in the VI Building.  

Also, that the VIMC had arranged WW1 commemorative events which had 
included a drama which had been enacted in the court yard and an afternoon 
tea.  The drama had been repeated in the VI in the evening and there had also 
been a drinks reception and food etc. £900 approximately had been raised 
and this had been split equally between the VI and Help for Heroes. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
246. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young inform of various issues she had been involved in 

during the last month.  These included: 
 

 A meeting on 24 September 2014 about the arrangements for the Music in 
the Park event. 

 An overhanging hedge at 18 Hermitage Road. 

 Attendance at the playground meeting. 

 Attendance at the Cheshire West and Chester Together event. 

 A meeting with Scottish Power re the electric hook up in Long Lane. 

 An incident in the field next to the Golden Jubilee Park where children had 
been chasing the horses.  This matter had been reported to the Home 
Watch and to PCSO Wendy Leason. 

 The new vicarage which was to be ‘Belmont’ (next to the garage). 

 Bus service withdrawals. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
247. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on the morning of Saturday, 4 October 2014 
 
 Councillor PP Young had presided over the Parish Council Surgery which 

had been held outside the Co-op Stores.  Issues raised and discussed had 
included the following: 

 

 Concerns about the artificial turf not being laid at the junction of 
Saughall Hey.  A site visit was to be arranged with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council’s Principal Engineer, Steve Marks and Councillors DF 
Holman and Mrs JM Young to look at this and seek a remedy. 

 The overgrown hedges on Hermitage Road from the Red House to 
Aspen Grove. 

 School Traffic. 

 The Co-op Stores staffing changes and concerns about the service 
provided on a morning. 

 The lack of a vehicle pull – in in Saughall Hey.  
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 A proposal that one person looked after the diary for all village events. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor PP Young be thanked for presiding over the last Parish 

Surgery and for his report.  
 
(b) Next Parish Council Surgery. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be requested to preside over the next 

Parish Council Surgery to be held between 10 and 10:45am on Saturday, 1 
November 2014 outside the Co-op Store and bring a report on its 
proceedings to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
248. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) External Audit of the 2013/14 Accounts 
 
 The Council received the External Auditor Certificate and Opinion 2013/14 

and noted the content. 
 
 On the basis of the review the External Auditor’s (BDO LLP) opinion was 

that the information in the Council’s annual return was in accordance with 
proper practices and no matters had come to light that gave cause for 
concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been 
met. 

 
 One minor issue had been raised and that was that the Council had 

included grant monies received in box 2, rather than box 3, other receipts.  
The Responsible Financial Officer and Internal Auditor had noted this and 
would ensure it did not occur in future years. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the External Auditor Certificate and Opinion 2013/14 be noted. 
 
(b) The Cost of Grass Cutting and Pruning in the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Further to Minute No. 225(b) a revised invoice was awaited from Saughall 

Cricket Club in respect of grass cutting.  Consequently, cheque number 
102806 had been cancelled. 

 
(c) All Saints Church – Rewiring and Lighting Contract 
 
 At the meeting of the Council held on 3 February 2014 it had been 

Resolved: 
 

 ‘That in principle, £2,000 be set aside to help fund the rewiring work in 
All Saints Church, to be paid on completion of the work and on 
production of the invoice.’  (Minute No. 48(d) refers.) 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That All Saints Church be requested to ask its architect to send his 

invoices directly to the Council for payment. 
 
(d) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 1 September 

2014: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 Cancelled  102806 
 Cancelled  102810 
 University of Chester (Newsletter Printing) 490:00 102811 
 BDO LLP (External Audit of Accounts 2013/14 480:00 102812 
 Daisy Communications Ltd (Website hosting) 48:00 102813 
 NWN Media Ltd (Newsletter delivery) 39:19 102814  
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 36:00 102815 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 497:28 102816 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 63:00 102817 
 Oaktree Nurseries (spring bulbs) 103:80 102818 
 HM Revenues and Customs 1,204:29 102819 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking arrears) 7:00 102820 
 
(e) Receipts 
 
 £90 was received from Councillor RK Shukla in respect of the Parish 

Footpath Booklets sold in Saughall Pharmacy. 
 
(f) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 July to 24 August 2014 be noted. 
 

249. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 No Members’ training requirements were identified. 



Page 137 

250. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 

(a) Outside Body events coming up 
 
 The Council noted the following Outside Body meetings/events which were 

coming up: 
 

 Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Annual Meeting at 6pm on 
Wednesday, 22 October 2014 at Middlewich Community Church.  
CW10 0JG 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford agreed to attend. 
 

 Cheshire Playing Fields Association’s Annual General Meeting at 
10:30am on Thursday, 23 October 2014 at The Pavilion, Queens Park, 
Victoria Avenue, Crewe. 

 
 Councillors DF Holman, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young agreed to 

attend. 
 

 Cheshire Association of Local Council’s ‘Understanding the Fracking 
Debate’ at 7:30pm on Tuesday, 28 October 2014 at the University of 
Chester. 

 
 Councillors DF Holman and A Warrington agreed to attend. 
 

 National Association of Local Councils AGM on Wednesday, 29 
October 2014 

 
 It was noted that Councillors Mrs K Ford and B Kerr had accepted 

invitations to attend and speak at the Workshop on the relationships 
between local councils, traditional media, hyper local media, social and 
digital media. 

 

 A Workshop ‘Digital Mapping for Local Councils’ at 7pm on Monday, 24 
November 2014 at Brereton Primary School,   School Lane, Brereton   
CW11 1RN 

 
 Councillors DF Holman and A Warrington agreed to attend.  

 
(b) Outside Body events attended since the last meeting of the Council 
 
 The Council received brief reports on the proceedings of the following two 

events from those Members who had been in attendance at them: 
 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Councils Together Event on 
Tuesday, 16 September 2014 (all day), Cheshire View, Christleton. 
CH3 7PT. 
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 The Cheshire Association of Local Council’s (ChALC) Community Road 
Safety Event for all Parish & Town Councils held at 7pm on Thursday, 
25 September 2014 at Police Headquarters, Winsford. 

 
  Councillor Jennings reported that a unit would measure the speed of 

vehicle on Long Lane, Hermitage Road, Seahill Road and Church Road 
and a speed analysis would be undertaken at no cost.    

 
251. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 No communications other than those detailed on the agenda had been 

received since the last meeting. 
 
252. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circular had been received since the last meeting: 
 

 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Exhibitions and Events – October 
2014 – January 2015. 


