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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 4 August 2014 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs J Edwards 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington  
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
One Minute’s Silence 
 
It was exactly 100 years since the outbreak of one of the costliest conflicts in history - 
World War One, on 4 August 1914.  Fighting continued until the 11November 1918, 
Armistice Day. 
 
The moment Britain declared war on Germany was commemorated before the 
meeting began by all in attendance standing for one minute in silent contemplation 
and as a mark of respect for all those who lost their lives in battle. 
 
185. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from Councillors Mrs J 

Johnson and Mrs D Whitton and PCSO Wendy Leason. 
. 
186. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
187. MINUTES 
  
 Councillor RA Storrar made reference to Agenda Item No. 6 – Motion to 

National Association of Local Council’s (NALC) Policy Committee (Minute No. 
190 refers) and thanked Councillor B Kerr for progressing the Motion. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 July 2014 be 

confirmed as a correct record: 
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188. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 The Council considered the following planning applications which had been 

lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting and set out its observations on it as follows: 

 
(i) 14/02890/FUL 

Proposal: First floor side extension. 
Location: Woodside Farm, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester. 
 

 “No objections.” 
 

(ii) 14/02923/FUL 
Proposal: Demolition of garage, erection of side and rear extension. 
Location: 220 Hermitage Road, Saughall, Chester. 
 
“No objections.” 
 

(iii) 14/02881/OUT 
Proposal: Erection of one dwelling (infill). 
Location: Land at Fallowfield, Long Lane, Saughall, Chester. 

 
 “No objections.” 
 
(iv) 14/03024/FUL 

Proposal: Two storey side extension. 
Location: 44 Timberfields, Saughall, Chester. 
 

 “No objections” 
 
(b) Planning Applications received after the Council’s Agenda is published 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 In future any Planning Applications that are received after the Council’s 

agenda is published will not be considered and the Clerk will request that 
the Planning Authority agree to an extension to its deadline for the Parish 
Council’s observations on the plans and if this is granted, include the 
Planning Applications on the agenda for the following month’s meeting. 

 
(c) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decision that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 14/02022/FUL 
Proposal: Conservatory to side. 
Location: Woodbank, 4 Woodbank Lane, Woodbank Chester. 
 
‘Refusal’ 
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189. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) PCSO’s Report 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason had sent her apologies and had promised to provide 

a written report the next day in relation to crimes committed, anti social 
behaviour and her own activities in Saughall, during the previous month or 
so. 

 
(b) Home Watch  
 
 ‘No Ball Games’ – Saughall Hey 
  
 Councillor H Jennings informed that a lady had been in touch about older 

children playing ball games on the grassed amenity area at Saughall Hey 
until after dark.  The Clerk informed that she had received a letter from the 
lady about it which was read out. 

 
 The Council had been instrumental in a Byelaw being put in place by 

Chester City Council banning ball games by children over ten years of age 
on the grassed amenity areas.  However, the PCSO was telling people that 
although ‘No Ball Games’ signs were up (and they were now very faded), 
this Byelaw was unenforceable.  

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to seek clarification from the successor 

authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council and report back to the next 
meeting. 

 
 Saughall Sign 
 
 Councillor H Jennings reported that the Saughall sign on the Parkgate 

Road by K’s Nursery was obscured. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West (North), Ian 
McNeill’s that the Saughall sign requires attention. 

 
 Cheshire Alert System 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that the Alert System was now working 

properly and it was important that everyone was registered so that there 
was adequate coverage for Saughall. 

 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Team was in the process of 

running the Summer Play Scheme.  Take up had not been as good as in 
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previous years.  16 children had attended that day and 20 were expected 
tomorrow. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
 
(d) Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
 
 It was reported that the SID had been deployed in the 30 mph limit 

between 10:30 and 11:30 15 July 2014, by the bus stop along Church 
Road in Saughall.  140 vehicles had their speeds checked by the unit, 
inbound to the village.  The results were as follows: 

 
 Under 30mph: 123 
 31: 4 
 32: 5 
 33: 3 
 34: 2 
 35: 2 
 39: 1 
 
 These findings had been passed onto Highways and to PCSO Wendy 

Leason for her attention.  
 

190. MOTION TO NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL’S (NALC) 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
 The Council noted the content of a letter dated 19 May 2014 from Councillor 

Derek Liddle, Chairman of the NALC Policy Committee.  It was about the 
following Motion that the Council had submitted to the Annual Meeting of the 
Cheshire Association of Local Councils on 24 October 2014.  (Minute No. 
271(b) refers. 

 
‘This Association considers that it is improper for the conditions attached 
to planning consent for affordable housing to be changed after the 
planning application has been decided by the planning authority and calls 
upon ChALC to lobby NALC to support this issue.’ 

 
 This Motion had been discussed in depth by the National Association’s Policy 

Committee and the outcome had been that it did not support it as worded.  
The letter informed that the Cheshire Association of Local Council’s was 
welcome to submit an amended Motion on the same theme to the July 
meeting of the NALC Policy Committee – with evidence of why this was a 
national issue, taking into account the complexity of the planning for housing 
process. 

 
 Following consultation with Councillor B Kerr, the Council noted that the Clerk 

had sent the following response: 
 

‘The background to the Motion is that a developer was given planning 
permission for a small development of three houses with a condition that 
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one of the houses had to be an affordable property. Having been granted 
planning permission the developer requested a change to the planning 
consent to permit him to swap the affordable new build for an older 
property he owned within the village which was subsequently approved 
by the Planning Authority. The Parish Council was concerned at this 
change being permitted as the development is not now adding to the 
affordable housing stock within the village and the decision would appear 
to be in conflict with government policy. The purpose of the Motion is to 
request this issue be raised with the Department of Communities and 
Local Government and if required, for a change to be made to the 
appropriate legislative order.’ 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor B Kerr be thanked for the way he had progressed the Motion 

as detailed above. 
 
191. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S BUSINESS PLAN 
 
 The Council had regard to its Business Plan.  Councillor DF Holman pointed 

out that some sections had never been completed and some dates and 
proposals required revision whilst new Council initiatives etc. needed to be 
included. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Business Plan Action Group (Councillors B Kerr, Mrs K Ford, Mrs D 

Whitton and PP Young) meet in order to provide an updated draft of the 
Business Plan for report to the September 2014 meeting of the Council. 

 
192. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 No Members’ training requirements were identified. 
 
193. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Golden Jubilee Park Update 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Field Committee meeting had 

taken place on Saturday, 26 July 2014.  It was noted that residents of Long 
Lane had arranged for some top soil to be delivered and it had been tipped 
half in their garden and half in the Park. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had obtained a quotation to erect a fence on the 

Council’s side in the sum of £2,525 plus VAT.  This would stop the horses 
in the next field escaping and causing damage to the cricket square etc. 
She had tried to establish ownership of the next field by contacting the 
Officers from Scottish Power who had attended the last meeting of the 
Council.  (Minute No. 160 refers.)  Unfortunately, they had not got back to 
her. 
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 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that there was to be an Apple 
Pressing/Pond Clearing Day in September 2014. 

 
 The Council noted that the Annual Inspection Report 2014 on the children’s 

play area and equipment had been received and that the Field Committee 
would consider it and report back to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a survey had been carried out in 

respect of the facilities provided in the Park and on what people would like 
to see in it in the future.  A ‘picture board’ was now being produced.  A 
number of companies had been approached and were putting forward 
proposals that could be incorporated into the Park. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) the quotation in the sum of £2,525 plus VAT be accepted and the 

fencing work commissioned; and 
 
(3) the Clerk be informed of the names and street numbers of the residents 

of Long Lane so she can write to them and request the removal of the 
heap of top soil which is encroaching onto the Park. 

 
(b) The Proposal to build a Sports and Community Use Building 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young provided an update on the activities of the Sports 

and Community Pavilion Funding Committee who was driving the new 
build project forward and its attempts to secure the external funding 
required to bring it to fruition. 

 
 The Committee was considering splitting the project up into separate parts 

to attract specific funding.  The Committee had raised approximately 
£30,000 of funding so far. 

 
 It was noted that the Committee was currently pursuing Sports England’s 

Inspired Communities Fund, a £110 million programme that funded the 
renovation and modernisation of local sports facilities.  It was now an open 
programme which meant that the Committee could submit an application 
as soon as it was ready rather than having to rush to send it in by a specific 
date.  Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Partnership Support Officer, 
Elaine Grant was looking at the possibilities of providing match funding. 

 
 It was reported that, with the Council’s agreement, the Sports and 

Community Pavilion Funding Committee would like to hold a Car Boot Sale 
in the Golden Jubilee Park in September 2014 to raise funds. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1)  the report be received; and 
 
(2) permission be given for the Sports and Community Pavilion Funding 

Committee to hold a Car Boot sale in the Golden Jubilee Park in 
September 2014. 

 
194. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: SALE OF CHESHIRE FARM ESTATE 
 
 Councillors DF Holman and Mrs JM Young had met with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Land Agent, David Job.  They reported that Mr Job had 
been informed that the Parish Council saw certain parts of the County Farms 
Estate as community assets which it did not want to lose e.g. Blue Bell Wood, 
Pigeon Wood and Dingle Wood.  He had been sympathetic to this view. 

 
 Members were aware that these Woods could be registered as community 

assets but that this would involve a considerable amount of work and form 
filling in.  However, it was not considered necessary to do this at present. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
195. CONCERNS OVER THE STATE OF A BUILDING IN THE CONSERVATION 

AREA 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that the property that required attention was 

privately owned and that it was the responsibility of the owner to keep it in 
good repair.  He was unsure of how this applied in the Conservation Area and 
he was unable to consult with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
Conservation Team as there was not one in place currently. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that he had spoken to the owner of the 

property in question who had informed that he hoped to carry out the 
necessary repairs soon but was not able to erect scaffolding because it would 
obstruct the pavement. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the state of a building in the conservation area be monitored. 
 
196. HOUSING PROJECT ON THE FORMER SAUGHALL THE RIDINGS 

INFANTS SCHOOL SITE 
 
 Councillor Brian Kerr informed that a house was to be built on the site of the 

office.  This may be detrimental to the new road surface. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and the state of the road continues to be 

monitored in the light of the building work yet to be carried out.  
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197. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Edwards reported that an end of year disco had been held 

and the youngsters had enjoyed it.  The Club was now closed and would re-
open in September 2014. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
198. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the assets would be transferred from the 

old Charity to the new one in September 2014.  The sports fields at the bottom 
of Seahill Road would be registered with the Welsh Land Registry Office in 
September 2014.  The new Constitution was now in place and ideas to raise 
funds to pay for a new extension to the VI building were being discussed.  
Local business people had agreed to help to draft a Business Plan and this 
process would begin soon. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
199. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young inform of various issues she had been involved in 

during the last month.  These included: 
 

• Making contact with Scottish Power regarding the owner of the field and 
horses next to the Golden Jubilee Park. 

• Going out with the speed gun and the PCSO. 
• Discussing the boundary changes with the Chairman of Ledsham and 

Capenhurst Parish Council. 
• The re-opening of the Co-op Store on 14 August 2014. 
• High Speed Fibre Broadband – live in Saughall in August 2014. 
• Reporting the tree that was blown down in Meadows Lane. 
• Reporting a hole in the pavement and a cover being placed over it which 

was still there. 
• Arranging for the new plaque at the Cenotaph to be dedicated on 9 

November 2014, Remembrance Sunday. 
 
 It was reported that the Parish Council needed evidence if it wanted to get the 

speed limit in the village reduced and that PC Paul Taylor had still not 
undergone his speed gun training. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) Councillor A Warrington be thanked for all his hard work in relation to the 

new plaque at the Cenotaph; 
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(3) Messrs R Hatch and P Griffiths be thanked for establishing the names of 
those missing from the original plaques; and 

 
(4) the Clerk be requested to find out when PC Paul Taylor will receive training 

in the use of the speed gun. 
 

200. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on the morning of Saturday, 2 August 2014 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox had presided over the Parish Council Surgery which 

had been held outside the Co-op Stores.  Issues raised and discussed had 
included the following: 

 
• Ward changes. 
• The new toilet installed in the Greyhound Public House for disabled 

people to use.  
• The work being carried out to the pavements in the Ridings Estate at 

last! 
  
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Knox be thanked for presiding over the last Parish 

Surgery and for her report.  
 
(b) Next Surgery. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Warrington be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery to commence at 10:30am on Saturday, 30 August 2014 
and bring a report on its proceedings to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
201. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 

REPORT (INCLUDING ANY HIGHWAYS OR ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS) 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that: 
 

• He had visited all of the residents who were affected by the boundary 
changes.  The majority of them had no concerns. 

• The Planning Inquiry, an independent examination to determine whether 
the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies 
were sound had concluded.  The Inspector’s interim report agreed that the 
Plan was not sound.  The Principal Authority was now working with the 
Inspector and on the Plan to make it more robust.  Consequently, there 
would be further public consultation in the autumn.  

• Five acres of land at the Peg to be taken out of the green belt for housing.  
Cheshire West and Chester Council was objecting to this and hoped for 
the Planning Inspector’s support.  There were no further details on this yet.  
It was the landowner who was pushing for the five acres to be taken out of 
the green belt. 
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• He had attended a meeting on Friday to discuss concerns over social 
housing which had been very positive.  Proposals regarding the internal 
management of Wain Court would be reviewed by Sanctuary Housing.   

• He had spoken to the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire who 
had informed that he had no funding for general schemes but he had some 
for anti social behaviour.  It was limited to £10,000 so the Commissioner 
was being selective. 

 
202. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 3 June 2014: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 The Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire 11,800:00 102797 
 (Contribution towards the cost of the PCSO) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 72:98 102798 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 497:28 102799 
 Mrs JM Young (Chairman’s Allowance)  1000:00 102800 
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 63:00 102801 
 Fairway Design to Print LLP 42:00 102802 
 (Survey, Flyers and Delivery) 
 Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team (Grant) 500:00 102803 
 SUGS (Newsletter delivery) 20:00 102804 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 There were no receipts since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 May to 24 June 2014 be noted. 
 

203. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 

(a) Cheshire West and Chester Council’s (CWaC) Together Event on 
Tuesday, 16 September 2014 (all day), Cheshire View, Christleton, CH3 
7PT. 

 
 As part of CWaC’s work to transform and devolve services to more local 

control it was working in partnership with Local Councils.  As part of this 
work it was planning to hold an event on 16 September for Councils across 
Cheshire West and Chester. The purpose of this event was to showcase 
good practice, highlight work that had been done around transfer of 
services and assets to existing Parish and Town Councils, look at 
innovation in finance, including social finance, looking at ways in which 
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community benefit could be unlocked from the planning system and 
providing information about sources of support available nationally and 
locally. 

 
 Councillors DF Holman, Mrs JE Storrar and Mrs JM Young agreed to 

attend this event. 
 
(b) Community Road Safety Event for all Parish and Town Councils at 6:30pm 

on Thursday, 25 September 2014 at the Police Headquarters in Winsford. 
 
 The speakers along with the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire, 

John Dwyer included representatives from Cheshire and Warrington Road 
Safety Partnership, the Fire and Rescue Service and examples from the 
Parish Councils.  The aim of the event was to develop a better 
understanding of what and how community road safety issues could be 
addressed within Parish and Town Councils in Cheshire. 

 
 The event was free but there was a maximum of two places for each 

Council. 
 
 Councillors H Jennings, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young indicated that 

they would like to attend this event. 
 

204. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 No communications other than those detailed on the agenda had been 

received since the last meeting.  
. 
205. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circular had been received since the last meeting: 
 

• CPRE’s Countryside Voice – Summer 2014 


