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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 3 June 2014 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs J Edwards 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
  
 
138. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from Councillors B Kerr, Mrs 

JE Storrar, RA Storrar, Mrs K Ford and PP Young. 
 
 Apologies for absence were also received from the Internal Auditor, Bob 

Salisbury. 
 
139. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
140. MINUTES 
 
 Councillor H Jennings indicated that he was happy to represent the Council on 

the Field Committee and on outside bodies as proposed in the Minutes of the 
Annual Council Meeting.  (Minute Nos. 116 and 117 refer.) 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the following meetings of the Council be confirmed as a 

correct record: 
 

• 30 April 2014 (Special Meeting) 
• 12 May 2014 (Annual Council Meeting) 

 
141. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 The following planning applications submitted to Cheshire West and 

Chester – the Planning Authority were considered. 
 

(i) 14/02006/FUL 
Proposal: Single storey rear and side extension with internal 

alterations. 
Location: 22 Newcroft, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire.  
 

 “No objections.” 
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(ii) 14/02007/TPO 
Proposal: Crown reduction to branches of tree T1 and felling of tree T2. 
Location: 5 Hermitage Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire.  
 

 “No objections.” 
 

(iii) 14/02022/FUL 
Proposal: Conservatory to side. 
Location: 4 Woodbank Lane, Chester, Cheshire.  
 

 “No objections.” 
 
142. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) PCSO’s Report 
 
 No PCSO report was available. 
 
 Members raised concerns at motorists parking on double yellow lines on 

Church Road.  It was perceived that the Police were doing nothing about it. 
 
(b) Home Watch  
 Councillor H Jennings informed that no one had contacted him regarding 

any issues/incidents.  The June Parish Newsletter had carried information 
on its front page on how to report crimes and anti social behaviour.  Also, 
Councillor Jennings informed that the Cheshire Alert website wasn’t 
working properly as he could not see who had registered in the local area.  
He intended to pursue this with the Police. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 Councillor H Jennings be thanked for his report. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Team had done an excellent 

job assisting the Chester Half Marathon.  Team members had worked very 
hard on an exceptionally hot day and had received good feedback from 
both the organisers and the runners. 

 
 Councillor Mrs Young also informed that the Team would be running the 

Summer Play Scheme from 4 to 8 August 2014 and any volunteers were 
asked to make contact with the Team.  Dr Bike would be attending. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her report. 
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143. DRILLING FOR GAS, OIL, FRACKING ETC 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that he was carrying out research as Fracking 

etc. was to be the subject of debate at his Debating Society.  He would be 
happy to share what he found out about it with the Council at a later date. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be removed from the agenda until Councillor 

Jennings informs that he is ready to provide a report on it. 
 
144. PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN – ACTION GROUPS 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred for consideration until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 7 July 2014. 
 
145. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the weekend of events on 24/25 May 

2014 to commemorate the beginning of World War 1 had gone very well and 
there had been 80 in attendance at the Ecumenical Church Service.  It was 
not yet known how much money had been made from the events.  Lots of 
people had turned up on the Monday to help with the tidying up.  There was to 
be a debriefing on 25 June 2014. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the success of the recent village events be noted. 
 
146. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 No Members’ training requirements were identified. 
 
147. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Field Committee 
 
 The Council was informed that the Field Committee had met three times.  

Poppies had been sown in May and again in June.  The Committee wanted 
to plant bulbs in the autumn and had agreed where to plant them and the 
School would be involved with this.  The Tree Warden wanted proper trees 
guards around the trees.  She considered they would grow better.  An area 
in which to plant wild flowers had been suggested. 

 
 The Committee proposed that a fence be put up to stop the horses in the 

next field getting into the Park.  It also wanted to put up ‘No Dogs Allowed’ 
signage in the Park. 

 
 The Committee had noted that the wrong bolts were on the Goal End and 

arrangements had been made to replace them as soon as possible. 
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(b) Proposed Sports and Community Use Building 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that a meeting was being arranged with 

Sports Cheshire to discuss funding options. 
 
(c) Multi Use Games Unit (MUGA) 
 
 It was reported that the amendment form had been sent to Richard Smith, 

Senior Grant Manager at WREN.  He had responded with a message that 
he was currently working away from the office and would look at the form 
on his return. 

 
(d) Future Development of the Park 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that the Golden Jubilee Park 

Development Group intended to go out to public consultation on proposals 
for the Swing Park’s development.  It also intended to contact the Clerk to 
Huntington Parish Council and invite her to a meeting to share her 
Council’s best practice. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted and the proposals therein agreed. 
 
148. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 The Council noted that there had not been a Youth Club meeting in the last 

two weeks but it would meet tonight.  
 
149. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC Meeting 
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that the VIMC was in the process of 

procuring a wi fi router. 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that it was hoped that the Council would 

fund a plaque which would list the names of all those who had voluntarily 
wound the clock over the years until it was automated.  The Council was in 
agreement and suggested that it might be better to put the plaque up inside 
the VI rather than outside. 

 
(b) New Roll of Honour 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that there had been problems casting the 

new roll of honour but he expected it to be delivered on Friday morning by 
courier.  It would have tamper proof fixings.  He had spoken o an official at 
Cheshire West and Chester Council who had informed that there was 
funding available to site war memorials.  It was proposed that the side of 
the VI would be re-plastered and the existing plaques cleaned. The Officer 
and the Conservation Officer would carry out a site visit in the autumn.   
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor A Warrington be thanked for all of his hard work on the new 

Roll of Honour. 
 
150. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young inform of various issues she had been involved in 

during the month.  These included: 
 

• Complaints about the grass verges not being cut. 
• The Police mail box had been full. 
• Enquiries regarding the Lodge Lane site. 
• The new houses on the Ridings site were numbered incorrectly. 
• Fly tipping in Fiddlers Lane. 
• Neighbours’ disputes. 
• A party at Wain Court. 
• A meeting with children at Upton. 
• The MUGA decision. 
• A complaint about dogs not being on leads at the rear of the bungalows in 

Rakeway.  Also, complaints about litter and dog dirt. 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that Footpaths and Woods would be items on 

the agenda for the next Council meeting on 7 July 2014.  He had been 
informed that the Cheshire County Farms Estate were to be sold by the two 
Principal Authorities.  This may have an effect on the Permissive Footpaths in 
Saughall.  Big Wood and Dingle Wood/Bluebell Wood were recognised as 
Local Wildlife Sites and as such received a degree of protection through the 
planning process.  Part of Dingle Wood was also afforded legal protection as 
part of Shotwick Castle Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

 
 Pigeon Wood was not currently recognised as a Local Wildlife Site and would 

have to meet certain criteria to be considered for inclusion.  With no immediate 
threat from development and the woodland still being in Council ownership a 
Tree Preservation Order was not appropriate at this time.  Forestry 
Commission Felling licence requirements which applied to woodlands and 
trees in the UK, nevertheless applied.   

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Chairman’s and the Vice Chairman’s reports be received. 
 
151. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 31 May 2014 
 
 Councillor DF Holman had presided over the Parish Council Surgery which 

had been held outside the Co-op Stores 10am and 11am.  Issues raised 
and discussed had included the following: 

 
• Cars outside Saughall Garage – Too many and dangerous. 
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• Cars parked along Long Lane – Along the “green” side and on the house 
side blocking visibility of residents coming out and pedestrians. 

• Dog mess. 
• Parking by the School – Can the car park be advertised? 
• Grass cuttings on verges left after the Council has cut them. 

• Pavements along the Ridings are very rough. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor DF Holman be thanked for his very informative report.  
 
(b) Next Surgery. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Edwards be requested to preside over the next 

Parish Council Surgery and inform the Clerk when it is going to be so that 
she could produce appropriate notices to post on village notice boards. 

 
152. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 

REPORT (INCLUDING ANY HIGHWAYS OR ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS) 
 
 The Ward Councillor had been unable to attend the meeting so there was no 

report.   
 
153. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 2013/14  
 The Internal Auditor was not in attendance but had submitted his written 

report which was read out as follows: 
 

  ‘The receipts and payments balance moved from £40,273.11 on 31st 
March 2013 to £91,990.26 on 31st March 2014.  So there was an under 
spend on the budgeted figure of £66,296 which is 39% of the budgeted 
figure.  The Audit Commission recommend that this should be no more 
than 15% of the budgeted figure.  This is acceptable as long as the 
Council know what their intentions are to spend this surplus on.  The 
Council has the money for the money from CWAC - £38,691 which 
must be spent on the MUGA and the £10,228 New Homes bonus from 
CWAC.  The External Auditors may comment on these amounts. 

 
 It may be useful for the responsible financial officer to give a short 

presentation on the main points at issue to the Parish Council at the 
budget setting meeting next year.   In this way the main issues could be 
considered and discussed by councillors and each considered in turn 
with the RFO guiding the discussion but not the decision making.  
Rather like civil servants doing presentations to government ministers 
at a national level who want to be guided through the main issues and 
not ‘bogged down’ with the minutiae of the detail. 

 
 Some of the debtors, like Mr Davies might be invited to put the tax point 

date on their invoices as well as the month he is referring to. 
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 The £4,118.65 paid to FCC Recycling (for the planning permission for 
the Pavilion?) on 18 March has no supporting record in the accounts as 
far as I can tell – just the cheque with a brief note on the stub.  Also, the 
same for the payment of £2,604.65 to the HMRC on 10 October. The 
RFO informs me that there is a note of these payments in the minutes 
of the Council meetings.  I feel a paper copy of these types of 
transactions should go in the accounts, or some sort of 
acknowledgement from the beneficiary of the payment, but I am not 
sure what normal accounting practice is on matters like this. 

 
 There were one or two minor mistakes in the accounts like items being 

posted on the wrong dates but the RFO is quick to correct them.  
Graham and Shirley Hudspeth have made a good job of keeping the 
accounts up to date and they are ordered and easy to follow so 
congratulations to them.   A reminder to the RFO that he should keep a 
copy of the accounts on a portable device e.g. memory stick, so they 
can be easily transferred in case of emergency.’ 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Internal Auditor’s be thanked for his report. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 12 May 2014: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs JM Young (Sand) 3:99 102778 
 Came and Company Local  1,105:69 102779 
 Council Insurance 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 30:00 102780 
 (Chairmanship 2 Training for Cllr H Jennings) 
 University of Chester (Newsletter printing) 546:00 102781 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 497:28 102782 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses)  62:13 102783 
 Mr DF Holman  20:00 102784 
 (Travelling Expenses – delivering Newsletter 
 To distributers)  
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 63:00 102785 
 
(b) Receipts 
 There were no receipts since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 March to 24 April 2014 be noted. 
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154. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 
 There was nothing to report. 
 
155. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to approach Councillor Brian Crowe about the 

state of the ‘Swinging Gate’ which is in the conservation area. 
. 
156. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received since the last meeting. 
 


