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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 7 April 2014 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs J Edwards 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings (Home Watch Co-ordinator) 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 PC Paul Taylor, Beat Manager (Part) 
 
75. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absences were received from Councillor Mrs J Knox.  
 
76. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillors Mrs J Johnson, RA Storrar and PP Young declared non pecuniary 

interests in anything to do with the Vernon Institute. 
 
77. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 3 March 2014 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 

78. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The Council considered the following planning application which had been 

lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
since its last meeting and set out its observations on it as follows: 

 
(i) 14/00836/FUL 

Proposal: Proposed single storey extension to rear/side. 
Location: New Ways Farm, Shotwick-Frodsham Road, Shotwick Park, 

Chester, Cheshire. 
 
 “No objections.” 
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(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decisions that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 13/05157/FUL 
Proposal: Installation of gas storage compound. 
Location: Wheatsheaf Inn, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester, 

Cheshire, CH1 6JS. 
 
‘Planning Permission.’ 
 

(c) Urgent Planning Matters 
 

(i) Identifying Local Landowners 
 The Council may at some stage in the future wish to purchase strategic 

pieces of land in Saughall and had agreed to try to identify landowners 
in the village and plot them on a map.  This was in hand but progress 
was slow. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman agreed to approach the estate agent Strutt and 

Parker, to ascertain the cost of a field that was for sale on Long Lane. 
 
 {Following the meeting Councillor DF Holman informed that his 

enquiry had been unsuccessful but that Cheshire West and 
Chester Council now was aware that the Parish Council may be 
interested in certain parcels of land that may be put up for sale in 
the future.} 

 
(ii) Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service – Proposed New Fire Station on 

Land off Powey Lane 
 The Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service was consulting, at the pre 

planning stage, on a proposal to build a new Fire Station on green belt 
land in the neighbouring parish of Mollington and had asked the Clerk if 
an Assistant Chief Fire Officer could attend a Council meeting and 
make a presentation on it. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform the Fire and Rescue Service that 

the Assistant Chief Fire Officer is invited to attend the Special Council 
meeting to be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 30 April 2014 to make the 
presentation and that Mollington Parish Councillors be also invited to 
attend.     

 
79. SNOW ANGEL CAMPAIGN 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 This item be removed from future Council agendas. 
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80. VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that plans were now progressing well in 

respect of the community events being held on Saturday, 24 May 2014 
(Michael Bublé tribute act) and Sunday, 25 May 2014 (Churches together – 
united ecumenical service to commemorate World War 1 in the morning and 
the Black Cat Band (ceilidh band) in the evening.  The food was being 
arranged for both days, the marquee, lights and flooring was booked and 
publicity was in hand.  A further meeting of the Committee set up to organise 
village events was scheduled for the following evening. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that he had a complete list of the names that 

were missing from the War Memorial.  A form of words would then need to be 
agreed for inclusion on the new Roll of Honour.  Councillor B Kerr proposed 
that the new Roll be dedicated on 25 May 2014 if it was possible and 
Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she would enquire whether Cheshire 
West and Chester Council had any grants available for war commemorations. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That progress made so far with the May village events be noted. 
 
81. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL’S PROPOSED CHANGES TO 

HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council had consulted the Council on proposed 

changes to its Home to School Transport provision.  It was proposed that Year 
7 children in September 2015, who lived in Saughall and obtained a place at 
Upton High School, would not be able to access free school transport.  
Parents would have to pay for it themselves. 

 
 Representations about the walking route to Blacon High School had been 

made.  Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a site visit to consider the 
walking route had been held on Thursday, 3 April 2014.  She was waiting for a 
response from officers on whether it was considered safe for the accompanied 
child. 

 
 It was noted that the Council would be able to facilitate a subsidised school 

transport arrangement if it considered it necessary. 
 
82. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 The Council gave consideration to the Cheshire Training Partnership’s 2014 

Training Programme for Clerks and Councillors and Councillor H Jennings 
requested that a place be secured for him on the Chairmanship – 2 training 
event scheduled for the afternoon of Thursday, 23 October 2014. 

 
 The Council agreed that it would benefit from some training on planning and 

planning law. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to book Councillor H Jennings a place on the 
Chairman – 2 course scheduled for the afternoon of Thursday, 23 October 
2014; and 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to ascertain whether or not the Cheshire Training 

Partnership is able to provide appropriate planning training in Saughall for 
all Members of the Council. 

 
83. THE HOUSING PROJECT ON THE FORMER SAUGHALL THE RIDINGS 

INFANTS SCHOOL SITE  
 
 Further to Minute Nos. 40 and 60, Members of the Council had met with 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Planning Enforcement Officer, 
Rob Charnley and the Morris Homes’ Site Manager to discuss serious 
concerns about the housing site’s drainage.  However, the Enforcement 
Officer did not share these concerns.  He was aware that the pipes being put 
in had bigger dimensions than the existing ones on the road.   The Council 
was concerned that they would not be able to take the water.  Members were 
aware that residents living in Newcroft had experienced similar problems in 
the past. 

 
 The Council was informed that the larger pipe diameter had been agreed with 

Welsh Water and formed part of their approved drainage scheme and as 
Welsh Water had agreed this scheme there was no further action that could 
be taken with regard to planning enforcement.  Members disputed this. 

 
 Members also raised concerns about the way the contractors, Morris Homes 

had gone about the building work without any consideration for the local 
residents, particularly the traffic issues that were being experienced and the 
state of the footpaths and the road surface.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to submit formal representations to Cheshire 

West and Chester Council’s Chief Executive, Steve Robinson so that these 
drainage concerns are on record and can be referred to in the future if the 
need arises. 

 
84. LODGE LANE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had requested a meeting with 

Sanctuary Housing officials to discuss a local allocation policy in respect of the 
new houses but as yet had received no response. 
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85. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Poppy Seeds 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had procured some poppy 

seeds which she intended to sew in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
(b) Proposal to build a Community Facility/Sports Pavilion 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that there was no progress to report in 

respect of the proposed facility since the last Council meeting. 
 
(c) Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had received a letter from the 

Chairman of Saughall Cricket Club dated 6 April 2014 along with a list of 
problems that he considered required some discussion and resolution, 
prior to the commencement of the MUGA project, which she read out.   

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the problems identified by Saughall Cricket Club be borne in mind. 
 

86. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Edwards informed that two boys and two girls had attended 

the Cheshire West and Chester Youth Parliament.  She also informed that the 
Youth Club would be closed for Easter. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
87. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillors H Jennings and Mrs JM Young had attended the VIMC’s last 

meeting and reported on its proceedings.  Arrangements were being made for 
BT to install wifi in the Vernon Institute building. 

 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the change of status for the VIMC had now 

been submitted to the Charity Commission and a decision was expected soon. 
It was now a totally different organisation to that which it had been previously. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the reports be received. 
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88. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young inform of various issues she had been involved in 

during the last month.  These included: 
 

• Being informed that the land next to Janetta on the A540 did not need 
planning permission. 

• Enquiries about the new housing developments on The Ridings and Lodge 
Lane. 

• Attending the Police and Crime Commissioner’s (PCC) Open Meeting on 
19 March 2014 in Tarvin where she had been informed that the PCC 
wanted to know about people’s concerns. 

• An enquiry by a resident of Church Road regarding a right of way in her 
garden which she had referred to Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

• Being informed of the sad death of Eddie Jenkins.  
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe paid tribute to the late Eddie Jenkins.  Members were 

grateful for the contributions he had made over the years and for his advice to 
the Highway Committee and Officers regarding the A540, the Parkgate Road.  
It was noted that Mr Jenkins funeral was at 2:15pm on Friday at Shotwick 
Church. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
89. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Friday, 4 April 2014 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford had presided over the Parish Council Surgery which 

had been held outside the Co-op Stores between 5pm and 6pm.  Issues 
raised and discussed had included the following: 

 
• parking issues in general and parking over driveways in Saughall Hey 

during school start and finish times; 
• parking in Co-op Stores’ car park during school start and finish times; 
• concerns about the state of the paths and road as a result of the 

building work, particularly the road for cyclists and the need now for 
resurfacing work to be carried out; 

• concerns about large buses being driven through the village and the 
need for smaller ones because of the number of passengers on them 
and the difficulties of accommodating their size on narrow village roads; 

• concerns over Grab and Shift going to Kings Acre; 
• Fiddlers Lane was considered unsafe for the pedestrian; 
• the post box was difficult to access as the hole was at the front; 
• the sides of the roads were being destroyed; 
• parking problems caused by Lodge Lane contractors; 
• too many “scallies” roaming the streets; 
• there was nowhere to let dogs of the leash; 
• dog mess in general; 
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• pot holes in general; and 
• lack of lighting in the Co-op Store. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs K Ford be thanked for her very informative report.  
 
(b) Surgery on Saturday, 10 May 2014. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Johnson be requested to preside over the next 

Parish Council Surgery to be held from 10am to 11am at Oak Tree 
Nurseries, Fiddlers Lane, Saughall. 

 
90. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – WARD COUNCILLOR’S 

REPORT (INCLUDING ANY HIGHWAYS OR ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS) 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that: 
 

• He would ensure that the bus shelter by Wain Court was straightened up 
as it was currently leaning to one side.   

• The speed of traffic on Hermitage Road was being addressed by Highway 
Officers with the use of a speed monitor. 

• He would check whether the street light at 44 Darlington Crescent was 
working as it was faulty and progress it with Sanctuary Housing. 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe also reported on planning enforcement issues and 

requested feedback on Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Parish 
Assembly. 

 
 Members who had attended the Parish Assembly reported that as the event 

had been running late they had not had the opportunity to ask questions. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr asked Councillor Brian Crowe to chase Highway Officers up 

regarding the artificial grass that they had agreed, at the site visit, to lay on 
both sides of the Saughall Hey junction and in Greenway and at the Church 
Road junction.  Councillor Crowe informed that he would contact the Area 
Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his report. 
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91. POLICE/HOME WATCH 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 PC Paul Taylor informed the Council of the ten crimes committed in 

Saughall in the last month along with the four positive outcomes.  There 
had also been four incidents of anti social behaviour.  There were no 
patterns or repeat locations. 

 
 The Council noted that incidents of crime for the whole area were down.  

The main problem had been in relation to the allotments where 15 sheds 
had been targeted overnight. 

 
 Speeding traffic through the village was a problem and residents were 

concerned about it.  The police were targeting this along with other traffic 
related offenses and intended to share the results with the Council. 

 
 Members then reported incidents of fly tipping, disturbance and theft to PC 

Paul Taylor. 
 
 PC Paul Taylor reported that Inspector Kevin Chambers had now moved 

on and had been replaced with Inspector Brian Green. 
 
  RESOLVED: That 
 
 (1) PC Paul Taylor be thanked for his report; and 
 
 (2) Inspector Brian Green be invited to a future meeting of the Council. 
 
(b) PCSO’s Report 
 
 PC Paul Taylor read out PCSO Wendy Leason’s report which detailed 

crimes committed, incidents of anti social behaviour, places she had visited 
and meetings/events she had attended within the local community.  
Councillor Mrs JM Young requested that PCSO attend the All Saints C of E 
Primary School on a regular basis and be more prominent. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Wendy Leason’s report be received. 
 
(c) Home Watch  
 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that parishioners were still failing to report 

crime and anti social behaviour that they were experiencing. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 
 (1) Councillor H Jennings report be received; and 
 

(2) an item be included in the next Parish Council Newsletter about why it 
is vitally important that incidents of crime and anti social behaviour are 
reported to the police by those who experience them. 

 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team would be assisting with the Chester Half Marathon on 18 May 2014.  
She also informed that the Team had booked Leaders for the Summer Play 
Scheme. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young’s report be received. 
 

92. FLASHING SPEED SIGN 
  
 It was reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), John Dwyer 

had been approach for a match funding contribution so that the Council could 
purchase a flashing speed sign for the village and had informed that he did not 
make grants for speed signs. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr proposed that the Clerk write to the Clerk to Helsby Town 

Council as he believed that this Council had received a grant for a speed sign 
 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That the Clerk be requested contact Helsby Town Council to ascertain 

whether the PCC had provided it with some grant aid in order for it to 
purchase a speed sign. 

 
 {Following the meeting the Clerk did contact the Clerk to Helsby Town 

Council and was informed that Helsby had applied to the PCC for part 
funding of £2,000 towards the cost of an Interactive Speed Sign but had 
recently been informed that its request had been refused.} 

 
93. 2013/14 ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 2013/14  
 
 The Accounts were signed off and passed to the Internal Auditor so that he 

could carry out his audit. 
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(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 3 March 2014: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2014/2015 £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Community Action 50:00 102765 
 (Annual Membership Fee) 
 Cheshire County Playing Fields Association 20:00 102766 
 (Affiliation Fee)  
 HM Revenues and Customs 1219:53 102767 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 497:28 102768 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses)  56:50 102769 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 790:00 102770 
 (Annual Subscription and LCR costs)  
 Mr JE Davies (Litter Picking) 63.00 102771 
 Mr B Kerr (Train Ticket – NALC Conference) 61:50 102772 
 Mrs JM Young (Poppy Seeds) 20:00 102773 
    
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the cash to bank reconciliation sheet and the bank 

statement from 25 January to 24 February 2014 be noted. 
 

94. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 
 National Association of Local Council’s (NALC) What Next for Localism? – 

Wednesday, 26 March 2014 at the Royal National Hotel, London. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr had attended the NALC Conference and reported that it had 

been noted that local government would change considerably in the next five 
years because of the financial cuts it would have to make. 

 
 Consequently, Cheshire West and Chester Council would have to concentrate 

on vital/essential services in the future.  Local communities would be left to 
take on a number of issues and look after themselves.  Alongside this, the 
Government wanted to see all of the country parished.  Parish Councils were 
expected to act as facilitators and encourage their communities to help their 
elderly people, take children to school etc.  At the Conference, parish councils 
had been urged to use the powers they had already been given and register 
village assets. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr referred to Minute Nos. 200 and 225 where the Council had 

given its approval to the following three Community Assets being put forward 
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to Cheshire West and Chester Council for inclusion on its Community Asset 
Register: 

 
• The Greyhound Inn; 
• Conkers; and 
• The field behind the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 and informed that this should be progressed.  Then if the building/land went up 

for sale, the Council or other community organisation could bid to buy it 
without any competition for the first six months. Registering these assets 
would send a powerful signal to the owners demonstrating that the 
building/land was important to the community. The nomination of the 
building/land could be taken into consideration by the planning authority when 
considering planning applications. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council would then have eight weeks to decide 

whether the nominated building/land furthered the social wellbeing or interests 
of the local community, and whether it could continue to do so in the future. 

 
 Once the building/land was successfully listed as an Asset of Community 

Value, if the building/land was put up for sale, the Council would be informed 
and would also have the opportunity to bid to buy it.  If the bid was accepted 
the Council would have have six months to raise the money needed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor B Kerr be thanked for his report. 
 
95. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The content of the following correspondence was noted: 
 

• A letter about The Royal British Legion Centenary Poppy Campaign 
(Minute No. 85(a) refers.) 

 
• The Emily Ffion Trust 
 Ms Nia Brammer had written to the Council about her niece who had sadly 

died when she was only 21 months old, the cause yet to be confirmed.  
The Trust had been set up and funding raised with a view to purchasing 
some play equipment for the Golden Jubilee Park.  The Council was being 
asked if it would like to take up this offer and consider what would be 
appropriate. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Ms Brammer thanking the Trust for 

the generous offer which the Council would like to accept to honour Emily’s 
life and to inform that Members will be in touch with her to discuss what 
would be appropriate. 
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96. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received. 
 
97. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public 

be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as 
amended) to that Act. The Public Interest test has been applied and favours 
exclusion. 

 
98. MULTI USE GAMES AREA – TENDERS 
 
 The Council received a report of the MUGA Working Group which informed 

that nine tenders had been received.  The Working Group had considered the 
detail of each one and put forward the following recommendations for the 
Council’s consideration: 

 
‘(1) any tenders received from potential suppliers that exceed the grant funding 

total be discounted and removed at this stage.  The list of suppliers 
removed at this stage would be: 

 
• Playinnovation 
• ESP 
• Play and Leisure 
• HAGS SMP 

 
(2) no supplier be chosen at this meeting; 
 
(3) the Working Group be requested to seek external expert/professional 

advice on the five remaining tenders, to ensure that a knowledgeable 
professional(s) has considered and provided advice on any issues that 
may arise from the remaining five tenders and offered an opinion; and 

 
(4) a special Council meeting be held in April 2014 to agree and award the 

MUGA contract after professional advice is received.’  
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the recommendations of the MUGA Working Group be agreed; and 
 
(2) a Special Council meeting be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 30 April 2014 in 

the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters in order to award the MUGA tender. 
 


