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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 4 March 2013 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford  
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson  
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar (Part) 
 Councillor RA Storrar (Part) 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe  
 
30. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton  
 
31. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in any 

planning applications for the Vernon Institute Building that may come before 
the Council for its observations, as she lived close by. 

 
32. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 4 February 2013 be 
confirmed as a correct record; and 

 
(2) consideration of the Minutes of the Special meeting of the Council held on 

11 January 2013 be deferred and included with the agenda for the next 
meeting on 8 April 2013 for confirmation or otherwise. 

 
33. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL  
 
 It was reported that Jane Edwards had been elected to the Council following 

the Election on 21 February 2013.  The Election results were as follows: 
 
  Jane Edwards  265 
  Anna May Manning    52 
  Hazel Nina Parry    53 
 
 Unfortunately, Councillor Mrs Edwards was not in attendance at the meeting 

due to illness. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
34. PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION 
 
 The following vacancies had arisen as a result of the sad death of Ian 

Humphrey: 
 

• Field Committee 
• Community Champion Investment Working Group 
• ChALC’s Quality Parish Council Forum 
• Chester Police Forum 
• Saughall Youth Club Management Committee 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk be requested to repeat this item of business on the agenda for 

the next meeting when Councillor Mrs Jane Edwards may be in attendance 
and may wish to represent the Council on some or all of these forums. 

 
35. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Development in Saughall – Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Spatial Planning Manager, Duncan 

McCorquodale and Area Planning Manager (Strategic Projects and 
Highways DC), Jon Sutcliffe were in attendance at the meeting at the 
invitation of the Council to discuss the challenges and development 
pressures facing the village.  They reported on the findings of a public 
consultation exercise undertaken the previous year on the proposal for a 
greenbelt review. 

 
 Members noted that there was a national requirement for Council’s to have 

a five year supply of housing land and that the principal authority currently 
had approximately two and a half year’s supply.  This meant that housing 
policies could fall by the wayside.  Currently, there were a number of 
appeals lodged in respect of residential applications and much could 
depend on how the Courts determined “sustainability”. 

 
 Developers could put forward planning applications for housing on any site 

in the county, regardless of any previous local planning policies.  
Developers were very aware of what was happening in Cheshire West and 
Chester and could be expected to make maximum use of this lapse in 
policy. 

 
 Members asked the officers a number of questions which were answered 

appropriately.  Issues discussed included: 
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• Constraints including flood risk, agricultural land, environmental impact. 
• Village infrastructure including roads, traffic congestion, sewer capacity 

and school accommodation and the need for a village to be able to 
retain its character. 

• S106 agreements in relation to specific planning applications in an 
attempt to address infrastructure defects. 

• Neighbourhoods that take a proactive approach by drawing up a 
neighbourhood development plan, and securing the consent of local 
people in a referendum, will receive 25% of the revenues from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy arising from the development that they 
choose to accept.  

• Neighbourhoods without a neighbourhood development plan but where 
the levy is still charged will still receive a capped 15% share of the levy 
revenue arising from development in their area. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Officers be thanked for their attendance and their informative 

presentations. 
 
(b) Planning Applications 
 
 The Council, as a statutory consultee, considered planning applications 

which had been lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and 
Chester Council, since its last meeting and set out its observations as 
follows: 

 
(i) 13/00337/FUL 

Proposal: Extraction unit - Retrospective. 
Location: Greyhound Inn, Seahill Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 

CH1 6BJ 
 

 It was noted that planning permission had now been granted in respect 
of this application.  (Minute No. 9(b) (i) refers) 

 
 “No objections so long as the noise level has not increased.” 
 
(ii) 13/00707/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey extension to side/front, drive and ramp 
Location: 3 Park Avenue, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. CH1 6DY 

 
 “No objections.” 
 

36. POLICE/NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) Police Report 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Police report be deferred to the next meeting of the Council 

scheduled for 8 April 2013, as the PCSO is not in attendance.  
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(b) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Saughall Neighbourhood 

Management Team was running a Play Scheme on some days during the 
Easter holidays.  The Team would also perform marshalling duties and run 
a drinks stall when the Chester Half Marathon passed through the village 
on 15 May 2013.  Volunteers were being sought to help. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(c) Appointment of Homewatch Co-ordinator 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor H Jennings be appointed as Saughall’s Homewatch Co-

ordinator and the Clerk be requested to arrange the necessary 
introductions with the Police. 

 
37. PARISH PLAN REFRESH 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that Nigel Crossley, who was leading the 

Parish Plan Refresh initiative, had now completed the analysis of the 285 
questionnaires that had been returned and categorised them accordingly.  The 
Neighbourhood/Parish Plan Action Group would meet within the next month or 
so to draw up a revised Parish Plan. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the progress so far on the Refreshed Parish Plan be welcomed. 
 
38. REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S STANDING ORDERS 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she was not yet in a position to report on 

her proposal in respect of the Council’s Standing Orders.  When she was 
ready she would inform the Clerk so that it could be included on the Council’s 
agenda. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be deferred to a future meeting. 
 
39. REPORTS OF THE BUSINESS PLAN ACTION GROUPS 
 
 The Council noted any progress made by those Business Plan Action Groups 

that were not for consideration elsewhere on the agenda.  It also noted some 
changes in respect of memberships. 
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40. SOCIAL NETWORKING – THREE MONTH TRIAL 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that the trial which commenced on 10 

December 2012 continued to work well but was now at an end and a decision 
was needed on whether or not to continue with the social networking initiative.  
There were currently 52 followers and there had been 298 tweets.  The trial 
had gone well and there had been a lot of feedback.  Members were now 
invited to become involved and supply information. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the social networking initiative shall continue and Councillor A Warrington 

be invited to assist. 
 
41 MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the Cheshire Training Partnership’s 2013 Training 

Programme be noted. 
 
42. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Site Meeting with Steve Marks 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox reported that she had walked around the Ridings 

estate with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Highway Engineer, Steve 
Marks.  He had agreed to include the road surfacing work identified as 
being necessary in the 2013 Programme but was unable to give any 
guarantee as to whether this work would be done. 

 
 Repairs would commence soon on Church Road and Seahill Road.  It was 

noted that here had been a lot of work carried out on Fiddlers Lane ten 
years ago.  It was also noted that potholes had to be at least two inches 
deep before any action was taken to fill them in. 

 
(b) Parked Cars on Pavements and Grass Verges 
 
 Vehicles continued to be parked on pavements and grass verges.  The 

Council remained unhappy about it and continued to monitor the situation.  
Members raised concerns about the state of the grass verges in parts of 
the village.  They had been destroyed by motorists parking on them when 
the ground was very wet. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the state of the grass verges in Saughall Hey and the Ridings estate 

be brought to the attention of Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area 
Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill and he be 
asked to carry out the necessary repairs. 
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(c) Speeding Traffic, the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a Community 
Speed Watch Area and the Twenty’s Plenty for Us initiative 

 
 The Department for Transport had issued new guidance to local authorities 

on setting local speed limits.  This guidance incorporated recent changes 
that created more flexibility for local authorities to implement 20mph limits 
and zones. 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe informed that his 

Council’s Executive was in the process of deciding how the Twenty’s 
Plenty initiative was to be rolled out.  He had registered the Parish 
Council’s interest in this with the Portfolio Holder for Community and 
Environment, Lynn Riley. 

 
(d) Bus Shelters 
 
 It was reported that the bus shelter opposite the Church had been 

damaged. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to contact Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Operations Manager – Infrastructure and  
Flexible Transport Services, Andy Nickson and ask him if the bus shelter 
can be refurbished and if the cameras inside it work. 

  
(e) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order (TPO) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Cheshire 

West and Chester Council’s Parks and Open Spaces Manager, Hazel 
Barber had no history on this proposed TPO as the records had not been 
transferred from Cheshire County Council. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item of business be removed from future Council meeting 

agendas. 
 
(f) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction – 

Potholes 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that his 

Council had carried out “semi permanent repairs” to the potholes on 
Fiddlers Lane.   

 
 Councillor B Kerr informed that man hole covers were dropping and 

becoming a serious hazard.  There were examples of this on Parkgate 
Road, Church Road and Hermitage Road.  
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to bring this situation to the attention of 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port 
and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill and ask him to arrange to carry out the 
necessary repairs. 

 
(g) No Waiting at Any Time - Missing Sign from the Peg. 
 
 Councillor A Warrington agreed to check out the signage situation and 

report any progress back to the Clerk.  
 
(h) Lamp 27 outside of the Vernon Institute. 
 
 This lamp had been re-sited and was now opposite the Vicarage and was 

obscured by trees.  An assessment of the junction as a whole was to be 
carried out. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington agreed to report any progress on this matter to the 

Clerk. 
 
(i) Flooding on Long Lane and Hermitage Road 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe informed that local 

farmers and landowners needed to clear out their ditches.  A meeting was 
needed with them to discuss this. 

 
(j) BT Telegraph Pole 1B – Rakeway 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe informed that he would 

seek a progress report on this matter. 
 
(k) Saughall Hey – Proposal to put in a Lay-by 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor B Crowe reported that the proposal 

to provide a lay by in Saughall Hey was not supported by Highway Officers. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to ask Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill to 
give consideration to widening the mouth of the junctions at both ends of 
Saughall Hey as currently the narrowness of the road makes it difficult for 
buses and heavy goods vehicles to negotiate. 
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43. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 
(a) Dog Dirt 
 
 Members complained about the amount of dog dirt that was not being 

picked up by dog owners.  It was agreed that the Dog Warden’s advice 
would be sought but first, Councillor Brian Crowe agreed to find out the 
name of the Dog Warden and his/her contact details and inform the Clerk. 

 
(b) Litter Bins 
 
 Members informed that there were currently two ordinary and one dog dirt 

bin outside the former Ridings School.  The Clerk agreed to enquire of 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Streetscene Officer, Karl Siteine 
whether the bins were to be relocated as the School building had burnt 
down and planning permission had since been granted for 28 new houses 
to be built on the site.  If the bins were to be relocated the Clerk would ask 
whether the Parish Council could choose were to put them. 

 
(c) Refuse Collection 
 
 The Clerk had reported the Parish Council’s concerns, raised at the last 

meeting, about the state the village was left in after the refuse collection 
each Monday, to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Senior Manager – 
Streetscene, Simon Lammond.  Consequently, an investigation had been 
carried out and litter had been removed from Saughall.  In future a 
supervisor would check the area to make sure the service was carried out 
correctly and any spillages would be picked up.  The Parish Council would 
continue to monitor the situation. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted. 

 
44. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Annual Inspection of Play Areas 2013 
 
 The Clerk reported that she had arranged for Morral Play Services to carry 

out the annual inspection of the play equipment in March 2013 at a cost of 
£42:50 which was the same price as that of the previous year. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Clerk’s action be noted. 
 
(b) Report of the Field Committee  
 
 The Field Committee had met recently, carried out a site inspection and 

discussed the following: 
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• The planting of the new trees provided by the Woodland Trust and the 
holly bushes that the Council had provided, in conjunction with All 
Saints Primary School. 

• Conifer tree cuttings dumped in the Park by residents of Long Lane. 
• Cleaning of the ponds arranged for 10am on Saturday, 9 March 2013.  

All volunteers were welcome to assist. 
• The burnt bench had been replaced presumably by Cheshire West and 

Chester Council. 
• Four slats needed to be replaced on the picnic table. 
• The occupiers of 2 Long Lane had requested that the Council cut the 

top of the hedge that ran along the bottom of their garden. 
• The hedge on the Long Lane side, including the Swing Park would 

need to be trimmed. 
• There was mole activity which would need to be addressed. 
• The igloo needed to be rubbed down and painted. 
• Consideration needed to be given to the reinstatement of the perimeter 

path at some stage.  
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report of the Field Committee be received; and the 

recommendations therein be agreed. 
 
(c) Golden Jubilee Park Development and the Proposal to build a Sports and 

Community Use Building 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that a meeting was being held to discuss 

how to attract external funding to finance this project and the Multi Use 
Games Area (MUGA) initiative.  All involved would work together and 
would try to avoid conflict.  A professional fund raiser may be employed 
and a start up fund of approximately £8,000 to cover the initial design and 
planning fees was required.  A lease agreement would be needed to attract 
external funding. 

 
 A meeting had been arranged with the Architects to discuss the planning 

application.  It was noted that it would be helpful if the Sports and 
Community Use Building and the MUGA could be included on the same 
planning application. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(d)  Basket Ball Hoop 
 
 It was reported that the basket ball hoop needed to be repaired. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That appropriate arrangements be made to repair the basket ball hoop. 
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(e) Play Surfaces 
 
 The play surfaces were covered in moss and needed to be treated. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That arrangements be put in hand to eradicate the moss. 

 
45. STREET TREES 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Tree Warden had advised that the 

trees on Church Road would benefit from some pruning later in the year.  The 
Council would need to seek tenders for this tree surgery work from local 
contractors. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position situation regarding the street trees be noted; and appropriate 

action be taken later in the year. 
 
46. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 It was reported that a Panna Football event was planned for Friday, 5 April 

2013. 
.   
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
47. PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER DELIVERIES 
 
 The Council considered how to approach its Newsletter delivery.  Councillor B 

Kerr had someone in mind that may be agreeable to delivering the 
Newsletters.  Councillor A Warrington also had someone in mind that may be 
willing to undertake this task. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor B Kerr be requested to approach the person he had in mind to 

see if he was willing to deliver the Newsletters in the first instant but if the 
answer was no, Councillor A Warrington be requested to approach the person 
he had in mind instead. 

 
48.  VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the planning application for the Vernon 

Institute building was to be presented to the Vernon Institute’s 
Development Committee before being submitted to the Planning Authority, 
Cheshire West and Chester Council for determination.  He passed around 
an advanced copy for Members information. 
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 Councillor PP Young also reported that he had a letter requesting funding 

which he would pass to the Clerk for consideration at the next meeting of 
the Council on Monday, 8 April 2013. 

 
 It was noted that the Library was to close on 26 March 2013 after 60 years 

as Cheshire West and Chester Council was unable to support it any longer.  
From April a Library Van would visit the village once a fortnight parking in 
turn outside both the Vernon Institute and Wain Court. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the Council provide a contribution of £25 towards the Farewell Party 

 for the ladies who helped in the Library. 
 
(b) Vernon Institute Clock - War Memorial 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he had a quotation to improve the 

clock’s lighting but it seemed to be based on it having four faces when in 
fact it only had three.  He would check whether this was the case and 
needed to be adjusted as a result. 

 
 Councillor H Jennings informed that he would also be submitting a quote to 

improve the lighting of the clock, using LED lights. 
 
(c) Roll of Honour 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that he was still in the process of 

obtaining quotes for a bronze plaque cast in the same style as those 
already on the wall. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 

 
49. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 Music in the Park – Sunday, 26 May 2013 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that arrangements for this family event 

were progressing nicely.  Musicians and singers who wanted to perform were 
being signed up including some from Upton and Queen’s Park High Schools.  
Councillor Mrs K Ford agreed to tweet a message to encourage more 
musicians and singers to volunteer.  They would receive their travelling costs. 

 
50. LODGE LANE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT 
 
 There was no further progress to report on this project at the current time. 
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51. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman inform of various issues she had been involved in during the 

month.  This included a complaint about a pet food sign on Parkgate Road.  
She also informed that she had been approached about organising a Fun Day 
in aid of the local Hospice.  The Parish Council did not have the capacity to 
take this on but the Chairman agreed to ascertain whether the Saughall 
Rotary Club was able to work with the Hospice on such an event. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
52. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 2 March 2013 
 
 Councillor J Knox had presided over the Surgery held outside the Co-op 

Store on Saturday, 2 March 2012.  She reported on issues and questions 
raised included the following: 

 
• The state of Church Road pavements and tree roots problems. 
• A black car parked on the grass verge opposite the Church. 
• The oak tree by 98 Church Road required pruning. 
• The state of the grass verges in the village. 
• Recent flooding. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Knox be thanked for her report.  
 
(b) Surgery on Saturday, 6 April 2013. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson be requested to preside over the next Council 

Surgery to be held on the morning of Saturday, 6 April 2013 at Oaktree 
Nurseries on Fiddlers Lane, Saughall. 

 
53 CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe informed that there had 

been a major issue on Lodge Lane involving flooding, the levels had been 
wrong but a scheme had now been agreed.  There had been a sewage 
overspill in Fairholme Close which had been dealt with and he was confident 
that the action taken had remedied the situation. 
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54. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 February 2013: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013 £ Cheque No 
 Wirral Borough Council 205.19  102646 
 Peter Durose (Newsletter delivery) 100.00  102647 
 HM Revenue and Customs 1213.44  102648 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
 (H Jennings Councillor Induction Course) 30.00  102649 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 35.00  102650 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.04  102651 
 JC Barker (Park drainage work) 420.00  102652 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking Jan & Feb) 94.65  102653 
 DF Holman (Printing CIC Leaflets)  12.50  102654 
 Mrs JM Young (Holly bushes) 40.00  102655 
 Mrs JM Young (Farewell Party – Library) 25.00  102656 
 Mrs JM Young (Craft and Chat – Start-up grant) 50.00  102657 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 
(d) Funding Opportunities/Attracting Grant Aid 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that a letter had been sent to Saughall All 

Saints School Council asking for ideas for the MUGA.  The winners (one 
from Key Stage 1 and one from Key Stage 2 would each receive a family 
ticket to watch a Chester Football Club match.  The Chairman would 
present the prizes.   

 
 A drop-in consultation event had been held.  Quotations were now being 

obtained for flood lighting for the MUGA. 
 
 Councillor DF Holman was thanked for producing the Community 

Champion information leaflets.  
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55. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
  
 That Councillors Mrs K Ford and B Kerr be nominated to represent the Council 

at the National Association of Local Council’s Conference in Sheffield on 11 
July 2013. 

 
56. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Clerk had received a letter dated 27 February 2013 from Sue Harris, 

Secretary of Saughall Craft and Chat.  The Council was informed that the 
Group had been in existence for approximately 16 months, had a membership 
of twenty, had been formerly known as Knit and Natter and had met in the 
small hall at the Vernon Institute when the Library was open, allowing it to 
benefit from the free use of the room. 

 
 The Library closure on 26 March 2013 had meant the Group had to consider 

where it could meet in future.  At the same time it had also agreed to broaden 
its appeal and change its focus to include all aspects of craft work, hence its 
change of name. 

 
 The Group would now be charged for the room and asked the Parish Council 

to consider making a one off “start up” donation to enable it to guarantee the 
rent and enable it to continue to meet at the Vernon Institute. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Craft and Chat be provided with a start up grant of £50 to allow it to 

expand and continue to meet at the Vernon Institute. 
  
57. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 


