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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 4 February 2013 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford  
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson (Part) 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
   Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar  
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 Sergeant Rhys Matthews (Part) 
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor  
 
Public Speaking Time 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by Tony 
Summers who set out options for the proposed new community facility.  A Committee 
had been set up to steer this project consisting of local people and representatives of 
the Council.   
 
Members were informed that no negative comments had been received on the 
proposal.  Building quotations were now being sought and funding opportunities were 
being explored. 
 
4. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
  
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton informed that she would be unable to attend the next 

two Council meetings because of family commitments and that she intended 
to put this in writing to the Clerk. 

 
5. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in any 

planning applications for the Vernon Institute Building that may come before 
the Council for its observations, as she lived close by. 

 
6. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Minutes of the meetings of the Council held on 3 December 2012 and 
28 January 2013 be confirmed as a correct record; and 
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(2) consideration of the Minutes of the Special meeting of the Council held on 
11 January 2013 be deferred and included with the agenda for the next 
meeting on 4 March 2013 for confirmation or otherwise. 

 
7. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL  
 
 It was reported that the following three candidates were standing for election 

to the Council: 
 

• Jane Edwards 
• Anna Mary Manning 
• Hazel Nina Parry 

 
 The Election would be held on 21 March 2013 
  
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
8. PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATION 
 
 The following vacancies had arisen as a result of the sad death of Ian 

Humphrey: 
 

• Field Committee 
• Community Champion Investment Working Group 
• ChALC’s Quality Parish Council Forum 
• Chester Police Forum 
• Saughall Youth Club Management Committee 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillors Mrs J Knox and Mrs JE Storrar be requested to represent the 
Council at Chester Police Forum meetings; 

 
(2) Councillor Mrs K Ford be invited to attend the next meeting of the Field 

Committee; and 
 
(3) the Clerk be requested to repeat this item of business on the agenda for 

the next meeting when the newly elected Member may be in attendance 
and may wish to represent the Council on some or all of these forums. 
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9. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
 The Council, as a statutory consultee, considered planning applications which 

had been lodged with the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council, since its last meeting and set out its observations as follows: 
 
(a) Planning Application 
 

(i) 12/05465/S73 
 

Proposal: Variation of condition 3 on planning permission 11/03546/Ful 
(and 12/04086/DIS) to change the roofing materials from 
natural slate to Marley roofing tiles. 

Location: Saughall Methodist Church, Church Road, Saughall, 
Chester, Cheshire. CH1 6EN 

 
It was noted that planning permission had now been granted in respect 
of this application.  (Minute No. 9(b) (i) refers) 
 

(ii) 13/00077/FUL 
 

Proposal: Erection of three detached dwellings 
Location: Land at 76 Hermitage Road, Saughall 

 
“Objection 
 
The access onto Hermitage Road is difficult. 
 
There are issues with surface water drainage. 
 
The Parish Council's policy is to protect the greenbelt around Saughall 
and this site is in the greenbelt. 
 
The proposal would be an over intensive use of the site. 
 
There has been and continues to be a lot of development in the village 
which is putting pressure on the infrastructure and community facilities.  
This proposal would only exacerbate the problems already being 
experienced. 
 

(b) Planning Decision 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decisions that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 12/04233/S73 
 
Proposal: Variation of condition 2 on planning permission 

11/03546/FUL to include solar panels on south facing roof 
slopes  

Location: The Methodist Church, Church Road, Saughall, Chester, 
Cheshire. 



 

Page 12  

 
“Notice of Planning Permission (Section 73)” 

 
(ii) 12/05544/FUL 

 
Proposal: First floor front extension  
Location: Kingswood, Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
“Notice of Planning Permission” 

 
(iii) 12/05593/FUL 

 
Proposal: Two-storey side extension  
Location: 29 Darlington Crescent, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
“Refusal of Planning Permission” 

 
(c) Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers be invited to attend the next 

meeting of the Council scheduled for 4 March 2013 to discuss the future 
development of the village. 

 
10. POLICE/NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) Joint Funding of Police Community Support Officers 
 

 The Clerk reported that she had received a letter dated 22 January 2013 
from Chief Inspector Julie Westgate informing that the Cheshire 
Constabulary had undertaken a major study to identify the way in which 
local communities and stakeholders viewed the work of PCSOs.  There 
had been a remarkable agreement from across the force area on the 
difference that PCSOs had made to communities since their introduction 
ten years ago.  The survey had confirmed that PCSOs provided an 
important and valued service in the local communities of Cheshire.  This 
was a service which, even in these times of difficult choices, the public 
would wish to protect.   

 
 Chief Inspector Westgate went on to confirm that the cost to the Council of 

supporting a PCSO during 2013/14 remained at £11,800 unchanged from 
2011/12.  She hoped that by keeping the cost at that level these posts 
would represent excellent value to local communities. 

 
 The Council had made budgetary provision for 2013/14 for the PCSO at its 

Budget meeting held on 28 January 2013 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(b) Police Report 
 
 Sergeant Rhys Matthews reported on crimes carried out and anti social 

behaviour in Saughall over the last month or so.  This included: 
 

• thefts from motor vehicles parked in the car parks of local hotels and 
restaurants and subsequent police action (The Tudor Rose had been 
heavily hit); 

• one burglary and one attempted burglary; 
• snowball related anti social behaviour; 
• highways disruption on Church and Seahill Roads 

 
 Sergeant Matthews also reported on the police investigation following the 

recent fire at the former Ridings C of E Infants School. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Sergeant Rhys Matthews be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(c) Powers of Community Safety Officers 
 
 At the meeting of the Council held on 3 December 2012 Members had 

requested that Sergeant Matthews provide them with a list of the powers of 
the Community Safety Officers.  Sergeant Matthews confirmed that he had 
circulated this information via email.   

 
(d) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Saughall Neighbourhood 

Management Team was meeting the following day.  It was considering 
running a Play Scheme on some days during the Easter holidays.  The 
Team also intended to help with the Chester Marathon scheduled for 15 
May 2013. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
(e) Appointment of Homewatch Co-ordinator 
 
 This matter would be kept on the agenda and discussed at the next 

Council meeting. 
 

11. QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL STATUS 
 
 The Council noted the content of a National Association of Local Council’s 

Briefing Note which informed that the Quality Parish Scheme was currently 
under review with a view to re-launching an updated standards scheme in 
2013. 
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12. PARISH PLAN REFRESH 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That consideration of this item of business be deferred until the next meeting 

of the Council scheduled for 4 March 2013. 
 
13. PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN ACTION LIST 
 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that there were no changes needed to the 

latest Action List.  The Council would receive reports from the Working Groups 
at its next meeting scheduled for 4 March 2013. 

 
14. SOCIAL NETWORKING – THREE MONTH TRIAL 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that the three month trial which commenced 

on 10 December 2012 was working well.  There were currently 35 followers. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
15 MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed that she had attended a Chairmanship training 

course recently run by the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  She had 
learnt a lot and enjoyed the course very much.  Councillor Mrs Ford also 
informed that she intended to propose an amendment(s) to Standing Orders at 
the next meeting.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
16. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements and Grass Verges 
 
 Vehicles continued to be parked on pavements and grass verges.  The 

Council remained unhappy about it and continued to monitor the situation.  
Members raised concerns about the state of the grass verges in parts of 
the village which had been destroyed by motorists parking on them when 
the ground was so wet  

 
(b) Speeding Traffic, the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a Community 

Speed Watch Area and the Twenty’s Plenty for Us initiative 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that there had 

been developments in respect of this initiative and Highway Officers were 
currently assessing the situation. 
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 The Department for Transport had issued new guidance to local authorities 
on setting local speed limits.  This guidance incorporated recent changes 
that created more flexibility for local authorities to implement 20mph limits 
and zones. 

 
(c) Bus Shelters 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that he had 

been promised that a new bus shelter (to be located opposite Wain Court) 
would be included in the Capital Programme for 2013/14.  Members 
queried whether the pavement was wide enough to accommodate the bus 
shelter. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the damage to the Church Road bus shelter 

had been reported to the principal authority. 
 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order (TPO) 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that he had 

no progress to report on this issue at the current time.  He would continue 
to pursue the TPO with the appropriate Executive Member. 

 
(e) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction – 

Potholes 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Cheshire 

West and Chester Council had carried out “semi permanent repairs” to the 
potholes.  Councillor RA Storrar reported that Fiddlers Lane still required 
more work to bring it up to an acceptable standard. 

 
(f) No Waiting at Any Time - Missing Sign from the Peg. 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that another temporary sign had been 

placed on the gate and a permanent one was still on order. 
 
(g) Pavements and Mobility Scooters 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that a pavement assessment was still 

ongoing but he would need the details of the specific problem areas. 
 
(h) Blocked Drain on Fiddlers Lane by the Golden Jubilee Park 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that this drain had been unblocked. 
 
(i) Lamp 27 outside of the Vernon Institute. 
 
 This lamp had been re-sited and was now opposite the Vicarage and was 

obscured by trees.  An assessment of the junction as a whole was to be 
carried out. 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe confirmed that the necessary assessment would be 

carried out soon. 
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(j) Pelican Crossing by Oakwood Farm 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe confirmed that the crossing was working properly. 
 
(k) Flooding on Long Lane and Hermitage Road 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that local farmers and landowners needed 

to clear out their ditches. 
 
(l) Saughall Hey – Proposal to put in a Lay-by 
 
 The verges had been destroyed by motorists parking on them.  Councillor 

B Crowe had obtained a rough estimate of £34k from the Area Engineer 
Ian McNeill to provide a lay-by along the entire length of the grassed area.  
Members noted that a cheaper option would be to provide a 15-16 space 
lay-by with an end on parking situation between the two footway crossings 
over the grassed area.  The price would depend on relevant permissions 
being obtained and that there were no public utilities to be diverted 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That on the proviso that no public utilities need to be diverted, the provision 

of a lay-by be explored further. 
 
(m) Lodge Lane Affordable Homes Development 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Chester and District Housing 

Trust had informed that Cheshire West and Chester Council had 
responded positively over the proposed main road name of Thomas 
Wedge Close.  The Principal Authority considered that the spur road within 
the scheme should have a different name and had suggested Farmers 
Close. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had put forward an alternative 

suggestion that the small road should be named Ian Humphrey Close.  A 
decision was awaited. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the proposal to name the spur road Ian Humphrey Close be 

endorsed. 
 

17. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 
 It was reported that following the refuse collection on a Monday morning, the 

village was left covered in litter.  This was becoming a serious problem and 
was not acceptable.  Also, some of the receptacles provided for the rubbish 
were not heavy enough and were blown over in the wind adding to the 
problem and this was particularly noticeable in Greenway. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Streetscene (Simon Lammond) requesting that the Principal Authority take the 
appropriate action to rectify the litter situation in Saughall as soon as possible. 

 
18. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 
 Report of the Field Committee  
 
 The Field Committee had met recently, carried out a site inspection and 

discussed the following: 
 

• sheep had accessed the park via a broken gate.  The gate was to be 
mended; 

• the ditch behind the ponds needed to be cleaned out and this would 
involve the co-operation of landowners; 

• the stone area in the car park was being made wider; 
• moles activity was visible and action was required; 
• concerns had been raised over who should cut a particular hedge; 
• the trees from the Woodland Trust had been delivered and the Tree 

Warden had recommended that some holly be purchased as well; and 
• the Tree Warden had recommended that the trees from Church Road to 

the bus terminus are pruned 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report of the Field Committee be received and the recommendations 

set out above be agreed. 
 
19. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 The Youth Club has opened up again and was available to children and young 

people up to 13 years of age. 
.   
20.  VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the planning application for the Vernon 

Institute building was being considered further and would be consulted 
upon.  It was intended that the application would be submitted to the 
Planning Authority in March 2013. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(b) War Memorial 
 
 Councillor H Jennings agreed to provide a quotation to automate the clock. 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he was obtaining further quotations 

for a new plaque etc at the insistence of the War Memorial Trust. 
 
21. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
 Christmas Lights Switch On Ceremony – 5 December 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Christmas Lights Switch On event 

had been well attended and had been a huge success, appreciated by all 
those who had attended. 

 
22. LODGE LANE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT 
 
 There was no progress to report other than that already reported at Minute No. 

16(m). 
 
23. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman inform of various issues she had been involved in during the 

month.  These included the following: 
 

• dealing with an enquiry regarding a workshop for emergency services; 
• attending the induction of the new vicar; 
• reporting rubbish that was dumped in Coalpit Lane; and 
• dealing with the sheep that escaped into the Golden Jubilee Park. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
24. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 2 February 2013 
 
 Councillor J Knox had presided over the Surgery held outside the Co-op 

Store on Saturday, 2 February 2012.  She reported on issues and 
questions raised included the following: 

 
• flooding, broken pipes and tree roots on Long Lane; 
• current state of grass verges; and 
• which way trucks would enter the village? 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Knox be thanked for her report.  
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(b) Surgery on Saturday, 2 March 2013. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox be requested to preside over the next Council 

Surgery to be held between 10:30 and 11:15am on Saturday, 2 March 
2013 outside of the Co-op Store. 

 
25 CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that he had nothing further to report. 
 
26. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 3 December 
2012: 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013 £ Cheque No 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 50.48  102637 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84  102638 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 30.00  102639 
 SUGS (Rent) 500.00  102640 
 Just a Mow (Hedge and grass strimming) 395.00  102641 
 University of Chester (Website development) 750.00  102642 
 ChALC (Training – K Ford) 30.00  102643 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84  102645 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 36.00  102646 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 
(d) Funding Opportunities/Attracting Grant Aid 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford provided the Council with an update on the work of 

the Community Investment Champions (CIC) Working Group.  She 
informed that five quotations had been received for the Multi-Use Games 
Area (MUGA) based on extending the goal end. 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford requested that a decision be made on whether or 

not to keep the existing goal end. 
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 Any lighting for the MUGA would be provided, subject to consultation. 
 
 This project was dependent on external funding.  A leaflet was being drawn 

up to send to potential investors.  Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
External Funding Officers had offered to put a funding application together 
for submission to WREN. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs K Ford be thanked for her informative report; and 
 

(2) approval be given for the CIC Group to proceed with the MUGA 
initiative using the existing hard surface area. 

 
27. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 Councillors B Kerr and RA and Mrs JE Mrs Storrar had attended the Cheshire 

Association of Local Council’s Chester Area Meeting.  They reported on it 
proceedings which included issues around planning, the Council precept and 
double taxation.  Overall it was considered to have been a good meeting. 

 
28. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had received a card from Mrs M 

Abrams and the ladies who helped in the library which was very amusing and 
which she read out, much to everyone’s delight. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the card from the ladies who help in the library be 

received. 
 
29. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 


