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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 3 December 2012 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford  
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson (Part) 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar  
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 Sergeant Rhys Matthews (Part) 
 Mr Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor  
 
179. A MINUTE'S SILENCE  
 
 The Council stood in silence for one minute in memory of Councillor Ian 

Humphrey who had died recently. 
 
180 APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 
181. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford declared a disclosable pecuniary interests in Item No. 

17 – Vernon Institute Management Committee (Minute No. 196 (a) refers) as 
she lived close to the Vernon Institute Building. 

 
182. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 3 November 2012 

be confirmed as a correct record.  It was noted that there had been a 
misunderstanding regarding the start time of the Parish Council Surgery but it 
had gone ahead successfully. 
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183. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL  
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford sought clarification on the process to be followed after 

the Clerk had declared a casual vacancy. 
 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that the Clerk had already declared a casual 

vacancy in the Saughall ward. 
 
 Any ten electors in the Saughall parish may call an election by writing to the 

returning officer, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 5th floor, HQ, 58 
Nicholas Street, Chester, CH1 2NP, requesting that an election be held to fill 
the said vacancy, such request to be made within fourteen days (not counting 
Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays) from the date of the notice (29 
November 2012). 

 
 It was noted that if an election was called the Parish Council would have to 

fund it.  In the event of no election being called, the Council may fill the 
vacancy by co-option. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted. 
 
184. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS 
 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton referred to the letter she had written to the Council 

on 1 October 2012 informing Members that she considered it discourteous of 
the Council not to have agreed to write to her formally acknowledging her 
service to the local community, after the meeting on 4 September 2012 where 
it had been thought that she was now disqualified from being a Member 
because of her non attendance.  (Minute No. 147 refers).  Although Councillor 
Mrs Whitton had sent apologies for absence to cover the period she had been 
away from the village, the Council had not accepted them.  Also, the Council 
had been wrong to disqualify Councillor Mrs Whitton as she had attended a 
meeting of the General Purposes Committee on 2 April 2012 which meant that 
she had not been absent for a continuous six month period. 

 
 Councillor Mrs Whitton told the Council that she considered that Councillor B 

Kerr should apologise to her for putting forward the proposal to disqualify her.  
She commented that in future the Council should take the time to ask 
questions and ensure that the facts were correct before taking any action. 

 
 No apology was forthcoming from Councillor Kerr and Councillor Mrs Whitton 

asked that this be recorded in the Minutes. 
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185. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
 The Council, as a statutory consultee, considered planning applications which 

had been lodged with the planning authority, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council, since its last meeting and set out its observations as follows: 

 
(a) Planning Application 
 

(i) 12/04838/FUL 
Proposal: Proposed dormer and associated alterations to convert the 

loft.  
Location: Whitehorne, Long Lane, Saughall.  
 
“No objections.” 
 

(ii) 12/01573/FUL 
Proposal: Residential development of 28 two storey dwellings including 

new site access (demolition of existing building). 
Location: Former The Ridings Community Infants School, Rakeway, 

Saughall, Chester, Cheshire, CH1 6AX 
 
 “As well as the previous observations already submitted to the Planning 

Authority (Minute No. 75(a) (ii) refers) the following addition 
observations be also submitted: 

 
• HO4, HO6, CF3 and ENV 17 seem to have been disregarded. 
• With reference to the penultimate paragraph in the Morris Homes 

Letter you sent me, it is a mistake to make open space and play 
area available to the wider community.  It will cause a disturbance to 
those living close by. 

• If this proposal goes ahead it will mean that there are 67 dwellings in 
this area of the village and this is over intensive. 

• Has there been an adequate analysis of the community facilities 
relating to the loss of the school building?” 

 
(iii) 12/05149/FUL 

Proposal: Single storey side extension and front and rear dormer  
Location: 6 Maplewood Grove, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire, CH1 6AD. 
 
“No objections.” 
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(b) Planning Decision 
 
 The Council noted the following in respect of a planning decision that had 

been made by Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning 
Authority: 

 
(i) 12/03837/S73 

Proposal: Variation of condition 8 on planning permission 
11/03546/FUL to amend the opening hours to 08.00-21.00 
hours Monday-Friday, 09.00-22.00 hours on Saturdays and 
08.00-21.00 on Sundays 

Location: The Methodist Church, Church Road, Saughall. 
 
“Notice of Planning Permission (Section 73)” 

  
(c) Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed the Council that nearly all of the 

Saughall land owners had now been identified. 
 
186. POLICE/NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) Police and Crime Commissioner Changes 
 

 The Treasurer of the Cheshire Police Authority, Liz Lunn had written to the 
Clerk on 9 November 2012 to inform of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner changes following the Police Reform and Responsibility Act 
2011.  The change that directly impacted on the Council was the renaming 
of the bank account from Cheshire Police Authority to The Police & Crime 
Commissioner for Cheshire. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of Ms Lunn’s letter be noted. 
 
(b) Police Report 
 
 Sergeant Rhys Matthews reported on crimes carried out and anti social 

behaviour in Saughall over the last month or so.  This included: 
 

• the details of vehicle crime and what the Police were doing about it; 
• drive offs at the Red Ensign Garage; 
• someone impersonating the Sergeant; 
• dog mess issues; and 
• motorists who caused obstructions.  Persistent offenders would receive 

tickets. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr thanked the Police for their prompt response to a recent 

disturbance. 
 
 A discussion ensued about parking on double yellow lines and the role of 

the Police, Community Safety Wardens and Traffic Enforcement Officers.  
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Councillor RA Storrar asked what powers Community Safety Officers had 
with regard to traffic and Sergeant Matthews agreed to find out and report 
on this at the next ordinary meeting of the Council. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Sergeant Rhys Matthews be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Saughall Neighbourhood 

Management Team had met recently and discussed the traffic congestion 
the Christmas Lights Switch on would cause and how best to handle it. 

 
 The Council was informed that the Team was disappointed that only a few 

Members had visited the Summer Play Scheme. 
 
 The Council was also informed that Mrs P Humphrey would like a metal 

bench in the Golden Jubilee Park in memory of her late husband Ian 
Humphrey who had been a Member of the Council.  This was being 
arranged as funding was in place. 

 
 It was reported that youngsters of the village wanted to arrange a fund 

raising event to purchase a plaque to commemorate Ian Humphrey and it 
had been suggested that they come to the 4 February 2013 Council 
meeting to speak on their proposal in Public Speaking Time.  Cheshire 
West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe applauded the initiative and 
offered to assist with the funding. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 

 
187. SOCIAL NETWORKING – THREE MONTH TRIAL 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford handed out information in respect of the Twitter pilot 

exercise and proposed that it would commence in the next week or so and run 
for a period of three months. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a Social Networking Trial be run for the next three months when its 

operation will be reviewed and the positives and negatives of it reported to the 
Council. 

 
188. REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S STANDING ORDERS 
 
 Councillor D Holman informed that it had not been necessary for the Working 

Group to meet as the only changes to be made related to the revision of the 
date (15 May 2012) when the new Members’ Code of Conduct had been 
adopted. Standing Orders 33a and 56 needed to be amended accordingly. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the amendments to Standing Orders as detailed above be made and they 
be re-published on the website; and 

 
(2) the new Members’ Code of Conduct be also published on the website. 

 
189. PARISH PLAN REVIEW AND REFRESH 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the closing date for the receipt of 

questionnaires had passed and approximately 300 had been returned.  They 
contained some very interesting comments.   

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
190. REPORTS OF THE BUSINESS PLAN ACTION GROUP 
 
 The Council reviewed the Membership of each of its Business Plan Action 

Groups.   It was reported that Mr H Dobson no longer wished to be a Member 
of the Community Investment Champions Action Group.  The Village 
Aesthetics Action Group had not yet met and would only do so when the 
findings of the village survey were known. 

 
191 MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 Members had regard to the Cheshire Training Partnership’s 2013 Training 

Programme for Clerks and Councillors. 
 
 The Council had already agreed that training on the Members’ Code of 

Conduct was a necessity.  The Monitoring Officer had been expected to 
provide this training during November 2012.  However, this had not happened.  
Realistically, training on this would now be provided in the New Year. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to book Councillor H Jennings on Clerks and 

Councillor Induction Training on 24 April 2013 (afternoon) in Sandbach and 
Councillor Mrs K Ford on Chairmanship 1 training on 17 January 2013 
(evening) in Congleton. 

 
192. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 Vehicles continued to be parked on pavements.  The Council remained 

unhappy about it and continued to monitor the situation.   
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(b) Speeding Traffic, the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a Community 
Speed Watch Area and the Twenty’s Plenty initiative 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that there had 

been no developments in relation to this initiative. 
 
(c) Bus Shelters 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Operations Manager - Infrastructure 

and Flexible Transport Services, Andy Nickson had ensured that some 
work had been done.  Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
reported that he had applied for a bus shelter at the stop just outside The 
Ridings Estate and he was hopeful that it would be a project for 2013/14. 

 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that he was 

pursuing this matter with the Executive Member.  
 
(e) Overgrown Hedges/Trees 
 
 There were no problems to report at the present time. 
 
(f) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction – 

Potholes 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Cheshire 

West and Chester Council’s Network Steward had been instructed to carry 
out an inspection and arrange all necessary repairs.  He had not heard 
anything back from him as yet. 

 
(g) No Waiting at Any Time - Missing Sign from the Peg. 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that the temporary sign had disappeared 

and he was following it up as well as the permanent one which was still on 
order. 

 
(h) Pavements and Mobility Scooters 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that a pavement assessment was still 

ongoing. 
 
(i) Grids on Church Road 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that the Network Steward had carried out 

an inspection and the blocked drain had been cleared. 
 
(j) Salt 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar now had salt to be used on the bend on Fiddlers 

Lane when road surface temperatures fell below zero.  He thanked 
Councillor Brian Crowe for this. 
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(k) Fiddlers Lane – Drain 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar informed that the drain coming from the Golden 

Jubilee Park required attention as water was running across the road. 
 
(l) Lamp No. 27 – Outside the Vernon Institute 
 
 This light was obscured by trees.  Councillor Brian Crowe reported that 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Streetscene Officers would be 
coming out to assess the junction as a whole. 

 
(m)Pelican Crossing by Oakwood Farm 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe agreed to look into the problem of the faulty pelican 

crossing and report back to the next meeting. 
 
(n) Flooding on Long Lane 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that he would be asking Cheshire West 

and Chester Council Officers to carry out the necessary work to alleviate 
the problem. 

 
(o) BT Telegraph Pole - Rakeway 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that BT Telegraph Pole 1B had been hit 

by a vehicle.  Some wires were broken and it was dangerous, especially as 
the ground was water logged.  He had reported it. 

 
(p) Flooding on Hermitage Road 
 
 The road had been flooded for over a week and it required urgent attention.  

Councillor Brian Crowe reported that he would be asking Cheshire West 
and Chester Council Officers to carry out the necessary work to alleviate 
the problem. 

 
193. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 

(a) Dog Mess 
 
 The Council again raised concerns about anti-social dog owners who did 

not pick up after their pets. 
 
(b) Litter 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that all of the litter bins were full of bags 

of beer cans.  Members asked Cheshire West and Chester Councillor 
Brian Crowe to find out if Streetscene could empty the bins more 
frequently. 

 
 Members also raised concerns about rubbish/litter escaping on refuse 

collection day.  It was caused when the crates were emptied into the truck.  
Councillor Crowe was asked to alert Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 
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contractors to this problem so it could be alleviated by training the 
operatives. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted and the situation with litter picking, waste bins 

and dog bins continue to be monitored at future Council meetings. 
 
194. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Report of the Field Committee  
 
 Councillors RA Storrar, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young had met at the 

Golden Jubilee Park carried out a site inspection and discussed the 
following: 

 
• the new car park drainage work appeared to be working; 
• a plan for the ponds; 
• mole activity; and 
• putting the picnic table back in the Park. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report of the Field Committee be received. 
 
(b) Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
 
 It was reported that if youngsters were involved in the project they would 

respect it. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That youngsters in the village be invited to interact and be involved in the 

MUGA initiative 
 
(c) Consultation 
 
 It was agreed that there should be appropriate consultation (residents’ 

survey) on the proposal to build a new Sports and Community Use Building 
and on the MUGA.  This preferably would be done at the same time and as 
soon as possible.  If this was not possible, and to avoid any loss of grant 
aid opportunities, Councillor Mrs K Ford would consult on the MUGA 
proposal separately. 

 
(d) Access to Car Park 
 
 It was agreed that the access was better following the recent modifications. 
 
(e) Play Surfaces 
 
 It was reported that there was moss growing on the igloo and that this 

would be addressed in the spring. 
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195. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 The Youth Club was closed because it could not attract any voluntary 

Leaders.  Sergeant Matthews indicated that he may know someone who 
would be interested in helping with the Youth Club. 

 
196.  VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that Church Road would be closed during 

the Christmas Lights Switch on Ceremony.  The cottages would be under 
new management from January 2013 and the planning application for 
improvement works to the Vernon Institute building would be submitted in 
February 2013. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) War Memorial 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that at the present time he had nothing 

more to report. 
 
197. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

(a)  Remembrance Sunday – 11 November 2012  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Remembrance Sunday event 

had gone very well. 
 
(b) Christmas Lights Switch On Ceremony – 5 December 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that arrangements for the Christmas 

Lights Switch on Event were all in hand. 
 
198. LODGE LANE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that he was supportive of the proposal to call 

the new housing Thomas Wedge Court. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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199. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman inform of various issues she had been involved in during the 

month.  These included the following: 
 

• the proceedings of a meeting held on 14 November 2012 of the Working 
Group that would move the proposal to build a Community and Sports 
Pavilion through to fruition; 

• a hearse regularly parked outside a private residence causing the 
neighbours distress; 

• the standing water on the road in Fiddlers Lane and Long Lane had been 
reported; and 

• the returned parish plan questionnaires had all been forwarded to Nigel 
Crossley for analysis. 

 
 The Chair asked if a Member would provide a reading at All Saints Church 

Carol Service and Councillor Mrs J Knox agreed that she would do this. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
200. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 3 November 2012 
 
 Councillors H Jennings and Mrs D Whitton had presided over Surgeries 

held at the Farmers’ Market at the Vernon Institute and outside the Co-op 
Store on Saturday, 1 December 2012.  They reported on issues and 
questions raised included the following: 

 
• no lights in the bus stop on Hermitage Road; 
• standing water on Church Road and Seahill Road; 
• leaves on the footpath where Greenway was closed off; 
• why can’t the former Ridings Infant School be available for community 

use? 
• potholes 
• Parish Plan Questionnaire (no room to write); 
• Hawarden Airport proposal and lack of consultation; and 
• parking on grass verges on Church Road and repair work required to 

verges in Saughall Hey; 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillors H Jennings and Mrs D Whitton be thanked for their very 

informative report.  
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(b) Surgery on Saturday, 2 February 2012. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox be requested to preside over the next Council 

Surgery to be held between 10:30 and 11:15am on Saturday, 2 February 
2013 outside of the Co-op Store. 

 
201 CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe presented his monthly report.  He referred to the Local 

Education Authority’s School Admission Policy and the problems caused by 
future housing development being approved without the appropriate 
infrastructure in place.  Siblings were given a preference for a place at All 
Saints Primary School and this could mean that children who lived in the 
village and had no siblings in the School were not allocated a place. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his monthly report and his help in 

ensuring that the CWaC matters identified as requiring attention are 
progressed. 

 
202. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 5 November 
2012: 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013 £ Cheque No 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84 102633 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 95.88 102634 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 50.48 102635 
  
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
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(d) Funding Opportunities/Attracting Grant Aid 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford provided the Council with an update on the work of 

the Community Investment Champions (CIC) Working Group.  She 
informed that all the MUGA quotations had been received and would be 
checked and compared.  They would then be presented at the Council 
meeting on 4 February 2013. 

 
 In December 2012 the CIC document for investors would be put together 

ready for the launch of the project in the media in January 2013. 
 
 The Working Group aimed to consult with the village, potential investors 

and user groups for the MUGA and the CIC project in January 2013.  If 
possible, the application for funding would be submitted to Wren in January 
2013 also. 

 
203. BUDGET 2013/14 
 
 The Council had regard to its 2012/13 Budget and gave initial consideration to 

the budget it would need to carry out its work during the Municipal Year 
2013/14.  As a result its first stab at a budget amounted to a grand total of 
£66,263 (Appendix A) as opposed to £66,296 in 2012/13. 

 
 This draft budget would be further considered at the Council’s Budget Setting 

meeting on 28 January 2013. 
 
204. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 No meetings of outside bodies had been attended since the last meeting of 

the Council. 
 
205. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 No communications had been received other than those already listed on the 

agenda. 
 
206. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received since the last meeting of the Council on 5 

November 2012. 
 
207. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 

and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A (as amended) 
to that Act. The Public Interest test having been applied and favouring 
exclusion. 

 



  

Page 192  

208. POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION  
 
 Further to Minutes No. 147, 150 and 178 the Clerk reported back on 

negotiations to purchase a parcel of land for a specified amount from a local 
landowner. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That it be noted that the Council’s offer to purchase a parcel of land for a 

specific amount has not been accepted and no further action be taken. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

SAUGHAUL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT BUDGET 2013/2014 

 

Budget Head 

  Draft Budget 
2013/2014 

Environment Matters     
Drainage   1,000 
Miscellaneous Minor Repairs   1,000 
Street Cleaning   1,000 
Litter Bins   550 
Grass Cutting (Golden Jubilee Park Recreational 
Area)   3,750 
Play Equipment (rolling replacement programme)   5,000 
Play Equipment Inspections (4No)   250 
Map Boards and Footpath Leaflets   250 
Electrification of the VI Clock   6,000 

Sub Total   18,800 
Finance and General Purposes     
(a) Administration     
Principal Officer to the Parish Council   11,250 
Chairman's Allowance   1,000 
Stationary/Postage/Computer Consumables   2,000 
Parish Councillor's Expenses   100 
Computer, Printer and Website Support   400 
Newsletter publication costs   2,000 
Training/Seminars   1,000 
Parish Plan Refresh   2,500 
Website Development     

Sub Total   20,250 
(b) Annual Payments     
Audit Fees   450 
Golden Jubilee Park Loan Repayment   1,888 
Donations/Honorarium   250 
Insurance   2,200 
Subscriptions   925 
VI Clock Service   250 
Village Events including Remembrance Sunday   250 

Sub Total   6,213 

(c) Community Facilities Fund   2,000 

Police Community Support Officers   12,500 

Neighbourhood Management Team including 
Summer Play Scheme   

500 

Uniform Groups' HQ Rental   500 

Christmas Lights     

Community Action Projects   1,000 

War Memorial Fund/New Roll of Honour   1,500 

Contingencies   3,000 
Grand Total  66,263 

 


