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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 5 November 2012 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford  
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor H Jennings 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson (Part) 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar (Part) 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
 
The Chairman welcomed Councillor H Jennings to his first meeting. 
 
151. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
   Councillor WI Humphrey, (Homewatch Chairman)  
   Councillor B Kerr 
 
152. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

(a) Code of Conduct for Members 
 
 The Clerk had circulated the new Members’ Code of Conduct which had 

come into force on 1 July 2012 with the agenda.  Councillor DF Holman 
reported that following some queries by members of the public about the 
conduct of three Members, the Monitoring Officer, Simon Goacher had 
asked him, as Vice – Chairman, to draw all Members’ attention to this 
Code and in particular, highlight the provisions on Declaring of Interests 
and Participation in Meetings. 

 
 Paragraph 12 applied where a Parish Councillor was appointed by the 

Parish Council to sit as a member of an “outside body” or they were 
otherwise a member or on the management of another public body or 
charity.  These interests fell within Appendix B of the Code. 

 
 Under paragraph 12, if a matter arose at a Parish Council meeting and the 

matter significantly affected the charity’s financial interests or related to a 
licensing or regulatory issue (e.g. planning), then the Member: 

 
• must declare their interest; 
• must not take part in the discussion (apart from addressing the meeting 

as a member of the public; and 
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• must not vote on the matter. 
  
 They may only speak at the meeting if Members were allowed to address 

the meeting and they should only be afforded the same opportunity to 
speak as the Council would give to a member of the public. 

 
 Where the Member had an “outside body” interest under Appendix B and 

paragraph 12 applied, they may remain in the meeting in the same way 
that a member of the public could remain and listen to the proceedings, but 
they should not participate in the debate as a Councillor nor should they 
vote. 

 
 (Where a Councillor had a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, as listed in 

Appendix A, by law they must not participate and must withdraw from the 
meeting or risk committing a criminal offence – see paragraph 11 of the 
new Code.) 

 
 Obligations in paragraph 12 should be followed by Councillors who also sat 

on the Vernon Institute Management Committee, when they were acting as 
Parish Councillors.  When they were sitting as members of the Vernon 
Institute Management Committee then they were bound by the obligations 
which applied to charity trustees, 

 
 In more general terms, the Code required all Parish Councillors to remain 

objective and listen impartially.  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Monitoring Officer’s advice be noted. 
 
(b) New Standards Regime – Declarations of Interest 
 
 Members who had not completed their Declarations of Interest forms were 

reminded to do so urgently.  Once completed Members did not have to 
declare at meetings what they had declared on their forms. 

 
 In the light of the new regime it was noted that the Council’s Standing 

Orders required amendment. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a Task and Finish Group consisting of Councillors DF Holman, RA 

Storrar and A Warrington be set up to review and revise the Council’s 
Standing Orders, report back on this and present revised Standing Orders 
for adoption to the next meeting of the Council. 

  
(c) Declarations of Interest 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford declared a disclosable pecuniary interests in Item 

No. 16 – Vernon Institute Management Committee (Minute No. 166(a) 
refers) as she lived close to the VI Building.  She indicated that she would 
leave the room whilst this matter was under discussion. 
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153. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 5 November 2012 

be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
154. CASUAL VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL AND THE SITUATION 

REGARDING THE ‘DISQUALIFICATION’ OF A COUNCILLOR  
 
 It was noted that only one nomination has been received to fill the vacant seat 

on the Council.  Consequently, Howard Jennings had been elected 
unopposed. 

 
 Further to Minute No. 98, it was noted that Councillor Mrs D Whitton had in 

fact attended a meeting of the General Purposes Committee on 2 April 2012.  
This meant that she should not have been disqualified from being a Councillor 
at the Council meeting on 4 September 2012 because she had not failed to 
attend a meeting for a continuous period of six months. 

 
 The Monitoring Officer had been informed that the declaration of a casual 

vacancy had been an error.  He had advised that “as no vacancy had arisen 
(under section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972) when the Parish Council 
notified Cheshire West and Chester Council under section 86, then the issue 
needed to be considered again by the Council.  Members needed to consider 
again whether the Councillor now ceased to be a Member because of her non-
attendance for six months and it needed to notify under section 86 again.  As 
legally there was no vacancy when the notice of election was given, an 
election for the second seat would not be proceeded with.” 

 
 It was reported that Councillor Mrs D Whitton had not attended the Council 

meeting held on Monday, 1 October 2012 because she had believed that she 
was no longer a Member. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) as clearly a mistake had been made over the length of time Councillor Mrs 
Whitton had been absent from Council meetings she be reinstated 
immediately; and 

 
(2) an item entitled Absence from Meetings be included on the agenda for the 

Council meeting scheduled for 3 December 2012. 
 
155. POLICE REPORT 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason presented her monthly report which included details of 

the following: 
 
 Theft from motor vehicles 6 - all of which occurred in the car parks of The 

Yacht, The Tudor Rose and Craxton Wood: 
 

• Criminal Damage - 7 
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• Shoplifting - 2 
• Burglary other - 2 
• Drive offs from the Red Ensign Garage - 2 
• Suspicious Activity – 3 
• Anti-Social Behaviour - 6 
• Nuisance (hoax phone calls) - 3 

 
 October had been a very busy month for anti social behaviour in the village 

where youths had continued to throw eggs and other items at vehicles on 
Church Road.  The ASB Unit had been made aware of these problems and 
names of groups suspected had been forwarded to the Unit.  Also, letters 
have been delivered to the parents of the individuals suspected and parents 
had been spoken to.  The Neighbourhood Policing Unit had been made aware 
along with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Community Wardens and 
asked to pay extra attention to the area to identify individuals and deal with 
them accordingly.  Consequently, there had been a large Police presence in 
the area. 

 
 There had been reports of youths riding a scooter with no helmets.  Therefore, 

the scooter has been seized. 
 
 The Speedwatch initiative had been progressed with Councillors WI 

Humphrey and A Warrington at the Egerton Arms Public House and the 
Smiley Speed Indicator Device (SID) had been deployed twice on Hermitage 
Road.  The   results were as follows: 

 
• 15 October Hermitage Road Saughall bound 1035 - 1135 
 30 – Under 61 Vehicles 
 Over 35mph 2 vehicles 37mph 

 
• 24 October Hermitage Road Saughall bound 1750 - 1900 
 30 and under 88 
 36 - 40 7 vehicles 
 40+ 1 

 
 Letters have been sent out to those who were caught speeding. 
 
 Youth activities had taken place during the half term holidays and had been 

very well attended. 
 
 Vehicles Parking on Pavements 
 
 The Council had specifically asked the PCSO to report on this matter.  PCSO 

Leason informed that although it was an offence it was down to the Officer’s 
discretion.  The PCSO took the view that if you could get by with a 
pram/wheelchair then the footpath was not obstructed.  To issue a ticket the 
obstruction had to be proved. Therefore, the pavement had to be blocked 
causing pedestrians to walk on the road, putting them in danger. 

 
 Due to the large increase of vehicles to each household and the narrowness 

of some roads the Police used their discretion otherwise they would find 
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vehicles parked fully on the road causing an obstruction to other road users 
and causing traffic congestion. 

 
 The PCSO’s priority was to get the owner to move the vehicle who would then 

be advised/warned.  If she was unable to speak to the owner she would ticket 
the vehicle.  PCSO Leason felt that it would not be best community practice to 
ticket every vehicle parked partly on the kerb in the village. 

 
 Members then discussed the large Police presence at High Grove the 

previous day, disturbances on Hermitage Road and a shooting with an air rifle. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That PCSO Wendy Leason be thanked for her informative report. 
 
156. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
 The Council, as a statutory consultee, considered planning applications which 

had been lodged with the planning authority, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council, since its last meeting and set out its observations as follows: 

 
(a) Planning Application 
 

(i) 12/03908/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of single storey extension to rear  
Location: Fernlea, Seahill Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire CH1 6BJ  
 

 “No objections.” 
 
(ii) 12/01573/FUL 

Proposal: Residential development of 31 two storey dwellings including 
new site access (demolition of existing building)  

Location: Former The Ridings Community Infants School Rake Way, 
Saughall, Chester, Cheshire CH1 6AX  

 
 This application was not considered as the Clerk had been informed by 

the Planning Authority that it had been withdrawn by the applicant and 
would go forward to a future Planning Board meeting.  She would be 
advised of the date prior to the meeting. 
 

(iii) 12/04614/FUL 
Proposal: Erection of two storey Vicarage with proposed connecting 

footpath to All Saints Church  
Location: Land at Parkway, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire  

 
 “No objections.” 
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(iv) 12/04615/LBC 
Proposal: Erection of two storey Vicarage with proposed connecting 

footpath to All Saints Church  
Location: Land at Parkway, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire  

 
 “No objections.” 
 
(v) 12/04473/FUL 

Proposal: Construction of a single storey agricultural dwelling – 
Amendment to application 12/00085/FUL  

Location: Land at Parkgate Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire  
 

 “No objections so long as all planning guidelines are in place.” 
 
(vi) 12/04573/OUT 

Proposal: Erection of a single dwelling (outline) 
Location: Land adjacent To The Nook, Kingswood Avenue, Saughall, 

Chester, Cheshire  
 

 “No objections if it is in fill.” 
 

(vii) 12/04233/S73 
Proposal: Variation of condition 2 on planning permission 

11/03546/FUL to include solar panels on south facing roof 
slopes  

Location: The Methodist Church, Church Road, Saughall, Chester 
Cheshire 

 
 “No objections.” 

 
(b) Planning Application for the change of use of the former filling station 

offices and shop to taxi offices and call centre at the Wheatsheaf Garage, 
Parkgate Road. 

 
 Mollington Parish Council had made a complaint against Cheshire West 

and Chester Council and Members had previously been informed of all the 
details relating to it (Minute No. 101(b) refers).  

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Mollington Parish Council had 

decided not to pursue the matter any further as its representations had 
been noted by the Planning Authority. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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(c) Planning Decision 
 
 The Council noted the following in respect of a planning decision that had 

been made by Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning 
Authority: 

 
(i) 12/03027/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition of workshop, refurbishment, alterations and 
extension to redundant shippons to accommodation for 
person in need of supervised care 

Location: The Covert, Shotwick-Frodsham Road, Shotwick Park, 
Chester, Cheshire. CH1 6JZ. 

  
“Notice of Planning Permission” 

  
(d) Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed the Council that some slight progress 

had been made with this initiative. 
 
(e) Proposed Student Village – Mollington 
 
 It was reported that this planning application would be considered by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Planning Board on 15 December 
2012. 

 
157. POLICE, HOMEWATCH AND SAUGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD 

MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) PCSO Initiative 
 
 The Council was asked to ascertain whether the three year contract 

between the Council and Cheshire Police which was due to expire on 31 
March 2013 provided value for money.  It was also asked to consider 
whether to enter a new contract if one was offered, dependent on the terms 
and conditions laid down. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) this Council considers that the three year contract between it and 
Cheshire Police which is due to expire on 31 March 2013 provides 
value for money and therefore it will enter into a new contract, if one is 
offered, depending on the terms and conditions laid down; and 

 
(2) appropriate budgetary provision be made for 2013/14 in respect of (1) 

above when the Council sets its budget on 28 January 2013. 



  

Page 98  

(b) Homewatch Report 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, had 

sent a written report which the Chairman read out.  Included in the report 
were the following: 

 
• details of the recent speed gun session that had been carried out; 
• details of a domestic incident; and 
• dog fouling issues. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Saughall Neighbourhood 

Management Team had not met recently. 
 

158. POSSIBLE SOCIAL NETWORKING TRIAL 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford proposed that the Council trial a Twitter Feed or a Face 

Book Page for a three month period.  Social Networking was seen as a good 
way to pass out information but it was noted that Members must operate 
within the Members’ Code of Conduct. 

 
 The Council agreed that this would be an interesting experiment which would 

create a lot of work for someone and it was not without risk.  Therefore, a set 
of Protocols would need to be drawn up at some stage, possibly after the trial. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the decision on the proposal to run a Social Networking Trial be deferred 

until the next meeting of the Council on Monday, 3 December 2012 when 
Councillor Mrs K Ford will be in a position to provide more information. 

 
159. K’S NURSERIES 
 
 The Council noted that the K’s Nurseries site, currently in the ownership of 

Gordale Garden Centre, had still seen little improvement and remained in a 
very dilapidated state. 

 
 Members discussed whether or not the owners of K’s Nurseries would 

consider making some of the site available for community use as allotments 
until such time as they were in a position to improve the look of the site.  The 
Clerk had written to the owners but had not yet received a reply. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That this item be no longer included on the agenda for Council meetings. 
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160. PARISH PLAN REVIEW AND REFRESH 
 
 It was noted that completed questionnaires were currently in the process of 

being returned.  They would then be analysed and the findings reported to a 
future Council meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the report be received. 
 
161. MEMBERS’ TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 The Council agreed that training on the Members’ Code of Conduct was a 

necessity.  The Monitoring Officer was expected to provide this training during 
November 2012. 

 
162. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 Vehicles continued to be parked on pavements and the Council continued 

to monitor the situation.  The PCSO had made her position clear in respect 
of this matter.  (Minute No. 155 refers.) 

 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area and Twenty’s Plenty 
 
 This matter had been referred to Cheshire West and Chester Councillor 

Brian Crowe for investigation.  He told Members that he was waiting for 
policy guidelines to be set by Members of the Highways Authority. 

 
(c) Bus Shelters 
 
 The lights in the bus shelter at the Egerton Arms had been repaired.  

However, the lights were out at the bus shelter at the bottom of The 
Ridings Estate and this had been reported to Cheshire West and Chester 
Council’s Operations Manager - Infrastructure and Flexible Transport 
Services, Andy Nickson. 

 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Hazel 

Barbour was the contact officer at Cheshire West and Chester Council for 
this matter, which he was pursuing.  

 
(e) Overgrown Hedges/Trees 
 
 There were no problems to report at the current time. 
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(f) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction – 
Potholes 

 
 A list of potholes had been compiled some time ago and Members 

continued to monitor the state of the roads in the village.  More potholes 
had been identified outside of the Vernon Institute on Church Road and in 
Fiddlers Lane.  Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Network Steward had 
been instructed to carry out an inspection and arrange all necessary 
repairs. 

 
(g) No Waiting at Any Time - Missing Sign from the Peg. 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that a temporary sign had been fixed to 

the gate and a permanent one was on order. 
 
(h) Pavements and Mobility Scooters 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that a pavement assessment was still 

ongoing. 
 
(i) Grids on Church Road 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that the Network Steward would be 

carrying out an inspection. 
 
(j) Salt 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reminded Councillor Brian Crowe that salt in a plastic 

bin was required from the Guilden Sutton Council Depot for the bend on 
Fiddlers Lane.  

 
(k) Fiddlers Lane – Drain 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar informed that the drain coming from the Golden 

Jubilee Park required attention as water was running across the road. 
 
(l) Lamp No. 27 – Outside the Vernon Institute 
 
 This light was obscured by trees.  Councillor Brian Crowe agreed to report 

the problem to Cheshire West and Chester Street Lighting Section. 
 
(m)Pelican Crossing by Oakwood Farm 

 
 Councillor RK Shukla reported that the crossing was faulty.  Councillor 

Brian Crowe agreed to report the problem. 
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163. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 

(a) Dog Mess 
 
 The Council raised concerns about anti-social dog owners who did not pick 

up after their pets. 
 
(b) Litter 
 
 The Council agreed that the village’s litter situation was not to bad as 

parishioners were reporting litter “hot spots” to Cheshire West and Chester 
Council so it could take appropriate action.  Consequently, Members were 
not inclined to provide additional litter picking from the 2013/14 Parish 
Precept.  This would be borne in mind when the Council set next year’s 
budget. 

 
 It was noted that there had been problems with the refuge collection 

service that often left as much as it took.  It was also noted that people 
were leaving black bin bags beside street litter bins and these bins were 
not being emptied often enough. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted and the situation with litter picking, waste bins and 

dog bins continue to be monitored at future Council meetings. 
 
164. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 
 (a) Proposed New Sports and Community Facility 
 

 Mr Brian Huxley of Saughall Cricket Club had written to the Clerk to seek 
clarification on a few issues.  The Council owned the land on which it was 
intended to build the new facility and Mr Huxley sought conformation that it 
supported the project and asked what involvement the Council would like 
to have.  He informed that the Cricket Club had arranged for provisional 
plans to be drawn up and was in consultation with the planners at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council.  Mr Huxley also enquired whether the Council 
would be contributing financially to this exciting development. 

 
 Members considered that the new building must be self financing and not 

the responsibility of the Parish Council to maintain. 
 
 Councillor PP Young drew attention to the Vernon Institute Management 

Committee’s proposals to develop the Vernon Institute building, another 
community facility and concerns were raised that both projects may end up 
competing for funding from the same grant providers.  It was accepted that 
it would be possible for these projects to draw down funding from different 
sources. 

 
 The Council believed that it was its responsibility to oversee the plans for 

both developments and ensure that there was no duplication. 
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 Councillor Brian Crowe offered his financial support, using his Councillor 
grant, over the next few years. 

 
 It was noted that a Group made up of representatives of the partners had 

been established to move the Sports and Community facility project 
forward and Councillors A Warrington and Mrs D Whitton agreed to sit on it 
to represent the Parish Council’s interests. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillors A Warrington and Mrs D Whitton be nominated to sit on 

the Group of partners established to move the Sports and Community 
facility project forward in order to represent the Parish Council’s interests. 

 
(b) Report of the Field Committee – 2 November 2012 
 
 Councillors RA Storrar, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young had met at the 

Golden Jubilee Park carried out a site inspection and discussed the 
following: 

 
• the new drainage work appeared to be working; 
• there was now better access to the car park; 
• the igloo required painting and the cost of this work would need to 

be taken into account when the Council set its 2013/14 Budget; 
• the play area needed harrowing or scarifying; 
• the level of the small pond was low, the large pond was full and the 

ditches needed digging out; 
• it was proposed that consideration be given to whether the litter 

picker should be asked to carry out a monthly sweep of the 
perimeter of the Park when the 2013/14 Budget was set; and 

• it was noted that there were a number of ash trees in the Park. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 
 (1) the report of the Field Committee be received; and 
 
 (2) the proposals requiring budget provision be carefully considered at the 

 Budget Council meeting scheduled for Monday, 28 January 2013. 
 
(c) Moles 
 
 It was reported that there was mole activity in the Golden Jubilee Park but 

that they would be shortly going into hibernation so there was no point in 
taking any action until the spring. 

 
(d) Picnic Table 
 
 It was noted that the missing picnic table had been found and had been put 

in a shed at Oaktree Nurseries for safe keeping. 
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(e) Play Surfaces 
 
 It was noted that the play surface around the igloo needed to be cleaned.  

Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she would try out some cleaning 
fluid that she had to see if it would work on the surface. 

 
(f) Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 

 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford informed she had met with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Local Strategic Partnership Director, Alison Armstrong 
and she had been keen to offer support to the Community Investment 
Champion’s first project, the MUGA.  Councillor Ford circulated the 
proposal.   

 
 The Council noted that as part of planned improvements to provide 21st 

Century sporting facilities in the Golden Jubilee Park, the Community 
Investment Champion (CIC) Working Group was in the process of planning 
to replace the current facility (goal end with hard play surface) with an up-
to-date MUGA that complied with Sport England’s requirements.  The 
proposal was for a MUGA of a size that accommodated a five-a-side 
football game, tennis, netball and also cricket training.  This MUGA 
initiative tied in with the new Sports and Community Use Building proposal. 

 
 The CIC Working Group aimed to exploit external funding in the form of 

grants and also sought funding from businesses and individuals who 
wished to contribute to CIC’s projects. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be noted. 

 
165. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey had sent a written report informing that the Youth 

Club was now shut.  On the last night it was open it had attracted 25 
youngsters but there was only two staff members.  Advice was being sought 
from the Youth Club Association on what needed to be in place before the 
Youth Club could reopen.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
166.  VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the VIMC had held a well attended AGM 

on 9 October 2012.  He also detailed some events that were coming up 
and reported that the VIMC had published its second Newsletter. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) War Memorial 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that unfortunately the funding application 

to fully automate the clock that he had submitted to the War Memorial Trust 
had been unsuccessful.  He had written to Wren regarding grant aid for the 
work on the clock and in respect of the MUGA. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington also informed that a further application to provide 

a new plaque to accommodate the names of those fallen heroes originally 
missed from the memorial was still under consideration by the War 
Memorial Trust. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
167. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

(a)  Remembrance Sunday – 11 November 2012  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that all of the arrangements had been 

made in respect of this event. 
 
(b) Christmas Lights Switch On Ceremony – 5 December 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that arrangements were being 

progressed.  Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team would look after 
car parking and the Police had been informed. 

 
168. LODGE LANE AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that Members of the Lodge Lane Working 

Group had met on site with the architect and representatives of Chester and 
District Housing Trust on Friday, 26 October 2012.  The purpose of the 
meeting had been to view and approve the building material samples, 
including roofing tiles and windows, for the development, prior to the formal 
submission to the Planning Authority, Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
169. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman inform of various issues she had been involved in during the 

month.  These included the following: 
 

• over hanging hedges had been reported and dealt with; 
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• the water on the road in Fiddlers Lane had been reported; and 
• her attendance at the Cheshire Association of Town and Parish Council’s 

AGM. 
  
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
170. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 3 November 2012 
 
 Councillor PP Young had presided over the Surgery held outside the Co-op 

Store on Saturday, 3 November between 10:00 and 10:45am.  She 
reported on issues and questions raised included the following: 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor PP Young be thanked for her very informative report.  
 
(b) Surgery on Saturday, 1 December 2012. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Councillor H Jennings and Mrs D Whitton be requested to preside over the 

next Council Surgery to be held between 10:00 and 11:00am on Saturday, 
1 December 2012 at the Farmers’ Market in the Vernon Institute (10:00am) 
and outside of the Co-op Store (10:30am). 

 
171 CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe presented his monthly report.  He informed that he had 

been very busy monitoring responses to the Mollington Student Village 
planning application.  So far there had been 450 consultees objecting and 30 
in support. 

 
 The rubbish collection was improving.  There had been some teething 

problems.  It was thought that items were being put in the wrong boxes! 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Planning Policy Consultation exercise 

ran until 12 November 2012 and was available on its website. 
 
 The special expenses scheme to address double taxation was currently under 

review. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his monthly report and his help in 

ensuring that the CWaC matters identified as requiring attention are 
progressed. 
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172. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Honoraria 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Mrs M Abrams be sent a cheque for £60 (£20 each for her and the 

other two ladies who helped in the library) as a mark of appreciation for the 
voluntary work they have carried out throughout the year, for the good of 
the local community, along with a Christmas Card from the Council. 

 
(b) Saughall Friday Club 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a donation of £25 be made to the Friday Club to help pay for the 

turkey for the Club’s Christmas lunch. 
 
(c) CPRE Membership 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the annual subscription of £29 be paid to CPRE so that the Council 

can remain a member of this outside body for a further year. 
 
(d) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 1 October 2012: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013 £ Cheque No 
 The Royal British Legion 17.00 102620 
 (Poppy Wreath) 
 SUGS  20.00 102621 
 (Newsletter delivery) 
 The Audit Commission 480.00 102622 
 (Annual Audit Fee) 
 Mr DF Holman (Questionnaire Printing) 39.00 102623 
 Mr K Thomas (Questionnaire Delivery) 75.00 102624 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 86.00 102625 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84 102626 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 56.79 102627 
 GJ & AW Dutton (Hedge Cutting) 288.00 102628 
 JC Baker (Drainage Work) 540.00 102629 
 Mrs M Abrams (Help in Library) 60.00 102630 
 Saughall Friday Club  25.00 102631 
 (Christmas Turkey) 
 CPRE (Annual Subscription) 29.00 102632 
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(e) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(f) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 

173. BUDGET 2013/14 
 
 The Council had regard to the 2012/13 Budget and noted that decisions on 

certain matters may affect the 2013/14 budget e.g. street cleaning, any work 
required in the Golden Jubilee Park and the PCSO initiative.  Members were 
requested to look at the budget carefully and email the Clerk with their 
comments/suggestions. 

 
174. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) The Council noted the following outside body meetings coming up and 
agree representation where required: 

 
• Getting to Grips with Community Rights held on Tuesday, 27 November 

2012 at Sandbach Town Hall. 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young agreed to attend. 
 

(b) The Council received reports on the proceedings of the following outside 
meetings 

 
• Cheshire West and Chester Borough Council’s Briefing Event on the 

Local Plan at 6:30pm on Thursday, 4 October 2012 at St Mary’s 
Centre, Chester 

 Councillor Brian Crowe had attended this event and provided a brief 
report on its proceeding. 

 
• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Community Forum on Tuesday, 9 

October 2012 between 6:30 and 8:30pm at Mickle Trafford Village 
School, School Lane, Mickle Trafford, CH2 4EF 

 Councillor B Kerr had attended this Forum. 
 
• Cheshire Association of Local Councils’ (ChALC) Annual Meeting 2012 

on Thursday, 25 October 2012 at Fire and Rescue Headquarters, 
Winsford.  Refreshments will be available from 6pm. 

 Councillor Mrs JM Young had attended. 
 

175. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Council noted the content of the following communication which had been 

circulated with the agenda: 
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• Launch of Major Consultation on Future Plans for Cheshire Fire and 
Rescue Service (Letter dated 2nd and email of 9th October 2012). 

  Noted. 
 

• Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Proposals for the Introduction of 
a Local Council Tax Support Scheme with effect from April 2013 (Letter 
dated 14 September 2012).  

  Noted. 
 

• Email dated 12 October 2012 from Andy White, Race Director, Active 
Leisure Events Ltd about the next Chester Marathon on Sunday, 12 
May 2013.   

 The Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team had offered its help 
 again with this event. 

 
• Email dated 12 October 2012 from Andy White informing that the next 

Chester Half Marathon is on Sunday 12 May 2012. 
 
176. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received and were available at the meeting: 
 

• Came and Company, Parish Council Insurance – Parish Matters, 
Autumn 2012. 

 
• Cheshire Playing Fields Association Magazine – The Playing Field, 

Autumn 2012. 
 

• CPRE’s Countryside Voice, Winter 2012. 
 
177. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 

and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A (as amended) 
to that Act. The Public Interest test having been applied and favouring 
exclusion. 

 
178. POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION  
 
 Further to Minutes No. 147 and 150 the Council was apprised of an approach 

by letter dated 26 September 2012 from a local landowner who asked if the 
Council would like to purchase a parcel of land for a specified amount. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to open negotiations in an attempt to purchase 

the land. 
 


