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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 1 October 2012 in the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford (Part) 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, (Homewatch Chairman) (Part) 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason (Part) 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe (Part) 
  
Public Speaking Time 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Council was addressed by: 
 
Mrs Beddows on the Vernon Institute Management Committee’s proposals to 
redevelop the Vernon Institute.  She made reference to a recent Parish Council 
Newsletter which had informed of Council’s policy to protect the greenbelt.   
 
Mrs Beddows considered that the Parish Council should have been more supportive 
of local residents in relation to the planning proposals put forward to re-develop the 
Vernon Institute building as it lay within the conservation area.  She told Members 
that lots of local people had made their views known to the Council after it had 
contributed to the cost of submitting the planning application. 
 
 Mr H Jennings on a constructive meeting held with the Chairman in respect of the 
proposals to redevelop the Vernon Institute building.  He hoped that “the spirit of 
listening” would be transferred to another meeting scheduled later in the week with 
the Vernon Institute Management Committee. 
 
123. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 No apologies for authorised absence were received. 
 
124. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

(a) New Standards Regime – Declarations of Interest 
 
 Members who had not completed their Declarations of Interest forms were 

reminded to so urgently. 
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(b) Declarations of Interest 
 
 Councillors RA Storrar, Mrs JM Young and PP Young declared non-

pecuniary interests in Item No. 16 – Vernon Institute Management 
Committee (Minute No. 138(a) refers) as they were also Members of this 
charitable trust. 

 
125. MINUTES 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar referred to Minute No. 98 – Disqualification of a 

Councillor and raised his concerns over it.  Councillor B Kerr informed 
Members that he considered that the Minute could have been worded in a 
better way but reminded them that the Council had received Mrs Whitton’s 
apologies for absence from meetings but had declared them to be 
unauthorised, had refused to accept them and noted them instead. 

 
 Councillor RA Storrar asked Councillor Kerr what constituted an unauthorised 

absence and was informed that there were two types of absence avoidable 
and non-avoidable.  It was noted that there had been an interpretation of the 
circumstances made and as a result the Council had decided not to accept 
Mrs Whitton’s apologies.  It was also noted that when this decision had been 
made no Member had dissented. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 1 October 2012 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
126. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
 The Council, as a statutory consultee, considered a planning application which 

had been lodged with the planning authority, Cheshire West and Chester 
Council, since its last meeting and set out its observations as follows: 

 
(a) Planning Application 
 

(i) 12/03837 
Proposal: Variation of condition 8 on planning permission 

11/03546/FUL to amend the opening hours to 08.00 – 21.00 
hours Monday – Friday, 09.00 – 20.00 on Saturdays and 
08.00 – 21.00 on Sundays. 

Location: The Methodist Church, Church Road, Saughall Chester 
 
 “No objections.” 
 

(b) Planning Application for the change of use of the former filling station 
offices and shop to taxi offices and call centre at the Wheatsheaf Garage, 
Parkgate Road. 

 
 Mollington Parish Council had made a complaint against Cheshire West 

and Chester Council and Members had previously been informed of all the 
details relating to it (Minute No. 101(b) refers).  
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 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Mollington Parish Council was still in 
discussion with the planners and he would keep the Council informed of 
any progress made. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Planning Decision 
 
 The Council noted the following in respect of a planning decision that had 

been made by Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning 
Authority: 

 
(i) 12/00404 

Proposal: External Extractor Fan Flue for Kitchen 
Location: Greyhound Inn, Seahill Road, Saughall. 
 

 “Noitice of Planning Permission” 
 
(d) Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed the Council that she would continue to 

progress the initiative as no other Member had indicated that they were 
willing to take it over. 

 
(e) Proposed Student Village – Mollington 
 
 It was reported that although the Clerk had sent the Council’s objections 

(as a neighbouring parish council) to the Planning Authority they had not 
been posted on its website with the planning application. 

 
 It was proposed that a letter be sent to the Chester Chronicle Newspaper 

setting out the Council’s concerns about such a planning proposal in the 
greenbelt.  However, there was no agreement to this course of action being 
taken.  Therefore, those Members who would like to take such action 
would send off their own individual letters to the newspaper. 

 
127. POLICE, HOMEWATCH AND SAUGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD 

MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason presented her monthly report which included details 

of the following: 
 

• the theft of scrap metal from K's Nursery site on Parkgate Road; 
• the theft from motor vehicles (one in the village and the other at the 

Tudor Rose); 
• outbuildings broken into at Craxton Wood; 
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• a burglary at Pine trees Lodge which was now unoccupied and for sale 
at auction.  A brick had been used to break the window and the curtains 
in the lounge had been set alight; 

• the Red Ensign garage had experienced three drive-offs, one theft of 
fuel by filling a fuel can and running off and one shoplifting incident; 
and. 

• that incidents of anti-social behaviour had ceased in the Golden Jubilee 
Park. 

 
 PCSO Leason also informed that the Police were now experiencing 

problems with youths throwing items/stones at vehicles travelling on 
Church Road.  There had been four incidents reported this month.  One of 
them had resulted in criminal damage as the stone that had been thrown 
had broken a car’s window.  Presently no names had been supplied in 
respect of the offenders.  Extra police patrols were now paying passing 
attention and any names received would be sent to the Anti-social 
Behaviour Unit. 

 
(b) Homewatch Report 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, 

presented an oral report informing that: 
 

• on Friday, 21 September he had received a call at 10:09pm about 
youth making a nuisance on Church Road and the surrounding area; 

• he had taken part in the speed gun monitoring initiative and had 
achieved good results ; and 

• he had met with Dave Owen, Cheshire Police’s Crime Reduction 
Adviser earlier that day to discuss crime prevention measures at the 
Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters.  He now intended to discuss 
proposals to upgrade the CCTV equipment with the Field Committee. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report.. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that someone had been nominated for 

the Heroes of Chester Award which was run by the Chester Chronicle.  It 
was not yet known if this nomination had been successful. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(d) PCSO Initiative 
 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that the three year contract that the Council 

had entered into with Cheshire Police to provide/fund a full time PCSO for 
Saughall and Shotwick Park would end on 31 March 2013.  Before 
agreeing to any new contract a review must be undertaken and the costs 
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and benefits weighed up to establish whether the initiative had proved 
value for money and whether it was worth continuing if the terms and 
conditions of any new contract offered were acceptable to the Council. 

 
128. POSSIBLE ELECTION TO FILL TWO VACANCIES ON THE COUNCIL 
 
 Two casual vacancies had been declared on the Parish Council.  Both were in 

the Saughall ward. 
 
 Any ten electors in the Saughall parish may call an election by writing to the 

returning officer, Cheshire West and Chester Council, 5th floor, HQ, 58 
Nicholas Street, Chester, CH1 2NP, requesting that an election be held to fill 
the said vacancies, such request to be made within fourteen days (not 
counting Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays) from the date of this notice 
(6 September 2012). 

 
 It was noted that if an election was called the Parish Council would have to 

fund it.  In the event of no election being called, the Council may fill the 
vacancies by co-option. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted. 
 
129. WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT AND THE ZAP STAND 
 

(a) Website 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the website was now live and some 

positive feedback had been received.  He and Graham Hudspeth were 
updating the site and this was easy and quick to do.  Cheshire West and 
Chester Council had been unable to provide the support necessary for the 
system but this could be provided by an outside host at a cost of £25 per 
annum. 

 
(b) Zap Stand 
 
 Councillor DF Holman informed that the zap stand was available for any 

Parish Councillor to use. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) the outside support at a cost of £25 per annum be arranged; and 
 
(3) as these projects are now complete they do no need to appear on 

future Council agenda. 
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130. K’S NURSERIES 
 
 The Council noted that the K’s Nurseries site, currently in the ownership of 

Gordale Garden Centre, had still seen little improvement and remained in a 
very dilapidated state. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be noted and the condition of the site continue to be monitored; 
and 

 
(2) the Clerk be request to ask the owners of K’s Nurseries if they would 

consider making part of the site available for community use as allotments 
until another appropriate use is found for their land. 

 
131. PARISH PLAN REVIEW AND REFRESH 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that he had met with Nigel Crossby and made good 

progress in respect of the content of the Parish Plan Questionnaire.  A return 
date would need to be agreed along with venues and outlets around the 
village where the completed Questionnaire could be returned.  This 
information once obtained would then be considered as part of the parish 
planning process. 

 
 It was proposed that the Questionnaire could be delivered with the next Parish 

Council Newsletter.  However, concerns were raised that there were parts of 
the village that had not received copies of the last Newsletter.  Therefore, it 
was agreed to explore other options. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Parish Plan Questionnaire be finalised and printed ready for 
distribution; and 

 
(2) representations be made to the Standard Newspaper who delivered the 

Newsletter about areas of the village not receiving September edition. 
 
132.  PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN – ACTION LIST 
 
 Councillor DF Holman presented the Business Plan’s revised Action Plan.  He 

talked Members through it page by page and appropriate revisions were 
agreed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the revised Action List be presented to the Council on a quarterly basis, 

as a means of reviewing progress made against the Business Plan. 
 
133. MEMBERS’ TRAINING 
 
 No training was requested. 
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134. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 Vehicles continued to be parked on pavements and the Council continued 

to monitor the situation.   
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the PCSO be requested to make clear to the Council what she is able 
to do when vehicles are left on pavements and that she always issues a 
ticket in circumstances that allow her to do so; and 

 
(2) members of the public be encouraged to call the police and make a 

report and also take photographs, when they encounter vehicles 
causing an obstruction. 

 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area and Twenty’s Plenty 
 
 This matter had been referred to Cheshire West and Chester Councillor B 

Crowe for investigation.  He told Members that he believed that Cheshire 
West and Chester Council was awaiting national guidance before 
progressing this initiative. 

 
(c) Bus Stop Lights and No Waiting Sign 
 
 Sometimes the lights at the bus stop worked and sometimes they did not.  

It was thought there was a loose electrical connection and Cheshire West 
and Chester Streetscene Officers were arranging for necessary repairs and 
a job number had been issued.  This matter was referred to Cheshire West 
and Chester Councillor B Crowe for investigation as it was taking an 
inordinate amount of time to resolve.  He agreed to report his findings to 
the next meeting. 

 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe continued to pursue a 

Traffic Prevention Order on the Parish Council’s behalf but progress had 
been very slow.  A report was again requested from him at the next Council 
meeting. 

 
(e) Overgrown Hedges/Trees 
 
 It was reported that the overgrown hedge in Little Saughall had been cut 

back. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the trees on the grassed amenities area in 

Greenway were now very tall.  They were blocking the view on the bend 
and causing a traffic hazard.  They were also growing into the telephone 
lines and required pruning. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to inform Cheshire West and Chester 

Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West (North), Ian 
McNeill of the problems the trees are causing on Greenway and request 
that he takes appropriate action to alleviate them. 

 
(f) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction – 

Potholes 
 
 A list of potholes had been compiled some time ago and Members 

continued to monitor the state of the roads in the village.  More potholes 
had been identified outside of the Vernon Institute on Church Road and in 
Fiddlers Lane.  Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe was 
asked to report on progress made with pothole repairs in Saughall at the 
next meeting of the Council. 

 
(g) No Waiting at Any Time - Missing Sign from the Peg. 
 
 A new sign had not been provided yet but a job number had been 

allocated.  Councillor Brian Crowe agreed again to follow this up with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port 
and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill and report on the outcome at the next 
meeting of the Council. 

 
(h) Mobility Scooter Users – Problems being Encountered 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox reported that the pavements on The Ridings Estate, 

and Rakeway were causing serious difficulties for people who were reliant 
on mobility scooters to get about.  Paths were cracked and roots from 
plants were lifting up the surfaces. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr considered that all of the footpaths in the village needed 

to be brought up to the standard of the new one on Long Lane. 
 
 The hedge by All Saints School and the Co-op Store was overgrown and 

required attention.  Those Members who were also on the School’s 
Governing Body would help to remedy this problem. 

 
 It was also reported that the stop cock cover by 34 Saughall Hey was 

missing. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be requested to follow these matters up with 

Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port 
and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill and report on the outcomes at the next 
meeting of the Council. 



Page 82 

(i) High Grove Estate, Sealand – Access to the Greenway Cycle Path 
(National Route 5) 

 
 Peter Richmond, Clerk to Sealand Community Council had sent an email 

on 18 September 2012 to various recipients including the Clerk informing 
that at a meeting of his Council held the previous day it had been brought 
up to date regarding issues at the High Grove Estate concerning access to 
the Greenway cycle path and the community area on the estate. 

 
 After a full Council debate Sealand Community Council had resolved: 
 
 ‘That the Council supports the proposal that Flintshire County Council 

should maintain the community area, fencing and gate and for the current 
secure gated access to be retained and managed by the High Grove 
residents.’ 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council has done all that it can in respect of this matter so the 

item be not included on future Council agenda. 
 
(j) Grids on Church Road 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that the grids on Church Road were 

blocked until just below the garage and required attention. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be requested to ask Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West 
(North), Ian McNeill to take the necessary action and bring a progress 
report to the next meeting of the Council. 

 
135. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 
 It was reported that there was now a new bin in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reminded the Council that it would need to decide whether to 

leave the cleanliness of the village to Cheshire West and Chester Council or to 
supplement it during 2013/14 before the Parish Council’s Budget for the 
following year was agreed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be noted and the situation with litter picking, waste bins and 

dog bins continue to be monitored at future Council meetings. 
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136. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 
 It was reported that the Field Committee (Councillors WI Humphrey, RA 

Storrar, A Warrington and Mrs JM Young) had discussed the following issues: 
 

• what could be done to solve the drainage problem in the car park and 
associated health and safety issues; and 

• the need to remove the middle gate post and the goal posts (This work 
would cost £400 and could be funded from contingencies). 

 
 It was also reported that Saughall Colts were organising a Bonfire event and 

had asked permission to hang a banner on the railings to advertise it. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 

 
(1) the reports be received; 
 
(2) the work to remove the posts as detailed above be commissioned at a cost 

of £400 to be met from contingencies; and 
 
(3) permission be given to the Saughall Colts to hang an advertisement 

banner on the railings of the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 

137. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Youth Club re-opened on 25 

September 2012.  Only five youngsters had attended.   
 
 A meeting of the Management Committee had been held to discuss bringing 

down the age limit so that younger children could attend.  The discussion had 
also been about the possibility of attracting a new Chair but there was no 
news yet on this. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
138.  VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that a new caretaker, Peter DuRose and a 

new Assistant Caretaker, Paul Aldom had been appointed and were taking 
up their posts.   

 
 There was a consultation meeting arranged later in the week with local 

residents on the planning application to redevelop the Vernon Institute.   
 
 The VIMC’s annual meeting was scheduled for the following Tuesday. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(b) Clock Automation 
 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he now had two quotes and the 

funding application could now be submitted to the War Memorial Trust.  A 
decision needed to be made on the wording of the plaque. 

 
 Councillor Brian Crowe informed that it may be worth while contacting 

Backford and District Parish Council as it had gone through a similar 
exercise two years ago and may have some useful contacts for quotes etc.  

 
 It reported that it may be possible to obtain a Rural Funding grant to help 

fund the work required. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 

 
139. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

(a)  “Music in the Park”  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a meeting of the Group organising 

the event had taken place on 6 September 2012.  It had been estimate that 
approximately £1000 was required to run next year’s event.  A secretary 
had been appointed to undertake various administrations associated with 
planning the event. 

 
 An advert for musicians would be posted and schools and various other 

contacts would be approached.  The venue and stalls would remain the 
same as last year but lots of new ideas had been shared.   

 
 The next meeting of the Group had been scheduled for 6pm on Thursday, 

15 November 2012 at the Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters and anyone 
was welcome to attend and offer assistance. 

 
 What had happened to the money Saughall Homewatch had once had was 

queried and Councillor Mrs JM Young agreed to try to find out.    
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
(b) Remembrance Sunday – 11 November 2012  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the new vicar would not be taking 

up his post until December 2012 so the Curate would officiate on 
Remembrance Sunday. It was hoped to have representatives from the 
Methodists and St Bartholomew’s Church. 
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(c) Saughall Olympics – 2013 
 
 There was no report available on this. 
 
(d) Christmas Lights Switch On Ceremony – 5 December 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that arrangements were being 

progressed. 
 
140. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman inform of various issues she had been involved in during the 

month including the following: 
 

• the School was interested in tree planting and appropriate trees would be 
purchased; 

• words on the Church gates; 
• she had received numerous calls about the recent flooding; 
• sugar craft demonstration coming up on 4 October 2012; and 
• the bins at Poplar Farm. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
 
141. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Tuesday, 25 September 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young had presided over the Surgery held at the 

Uniformed Groups’ Headquarters on Tuesday, 25 September 2012 
between 5:45 and 7:30pm.  She reported on issues and questions raised 
included the following: 

 
• the proposed re-development of the Vernon Institute; 
• cars parking on pavements; 
• blocked drains; 
• who owned the car park on Church Road; 
• the need for a proper perimeter path around the Golden Jubilee Park; 
• the Fun Day event had been very good; 
• visibility problems by 81 Hermitage Road; and 
• hold Parish Council Surgeries outside the Co-op on a Saturday as well 

as having them in other venues around the village. 
 
 It was noted that many parishioners had informed the Chairman that they 

were very happy in Saughall and had no problems. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs JM Young be thanked for her very informative report.  
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(b) Surgery on Saturday 3 November 2012. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Councillor PP Young be requested to preside over the next Council 

Surgery to be held between 10 and 10:45am on Saturday, 3 November 
2012 outside of the Co-op Store, Church Road, Saughall. 

 
142. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe presented his monthly report.  He informed that there 

had been a joint Community Forum with Mickle Trafford held to discuss the 
Local Plan. 

 
 During the course of the meeting Councillor Crowe had been informed of lots 

of problems being experienced in Saughall that fell to CWaC Council to 
resolve.  Following the last meeting he had been provided with a list of these 
problems.  Councillor Crowe agreed to lobby appropriate officers and ensure 
progress was made.  He would report progress at the next meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his monthly report and his help in 

ensuring that the CWaC matters identified as requiring attention are 
progressed. 

 
143. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit of Accounts 2011/12 
 The Council received a letter from the Audit Commission dated 13 

September 2012 informing that it had completed work on the 2011/12 audit 
and the certified Annual Return for the financial year 2011/12 had been 
enclosed.  Also, received were the external audit certificate and opinion. 

 
 On the basis of the review that had been carried out and in the Audit 

Commission’s opinion, the information contained in the annual return was 
in accordance with proper practices and no matters had come to its 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory 
requirements had not been met. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the completion of the 2011/12 audit be noted and the appropriate 

notices be posted on village notice boards. 
 
(b) External Auditor 
 It was reported that the Audit Commission had appointed Malcolm Thixton 

– Partner as the External Auditor for Cheshire Town and Parish Councils, 
for the forthcoming year and the scale of fees were noted. 
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(c) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 4 September 
2012: 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013 £ Cheque No 
 Teme Display Solutions Ltd 348.00 102612 
 (Zap Board) 
 NWN Media Ltd  39.19 102613 
 (Newsletter delivery) 
 Saughall Cricket Club (Grass cutting) 1000.00 102614 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 36.00 102615 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84 102616 
 HMRC 1213.44 102617 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 50.48 102618 
 Mr D Holman (Expenses) 41.09 102619 
 
(d) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(e) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 
(f) Funding Opportunities/Attracting Grant Aid 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford reported that quotations had been requested for a 

multi use games area for the Golden Jubilee Park.  When all the quotes 
were in the Community Investment Champion Working Group would make 
a presentation to the Council.  Appropriate funding would need to be 
discussed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received.  

 
144. MID YEAR REVIEW OF THE BUDGET 2012/13 
 
 The Council received the necessary budgetary information to carry out the mid 

year review of the Budget.  Councillor DF Holman informed that he had no 
concerns and that some budget heads were under spent. 
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145. REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 
 Councillor DF Holman reported that he had reviewed the Council’s Financial 

Regulations with Councillors Mrs K Ford and B Kerr.  Appropriate 
amendments had been agreed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to revise the Council’s Financial Regulations in 

the light of the amendment made by those Members who had undertaken the 
review and post the revised copy on the Council’s website. 

 
146. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) The Council noted the following outside body meetings coming up and 
agree representation where required: 

 
• Cheshire Association of Local Councils’ Annual Meeting 2012 on 

Thursday, 25 October 2012 at Fire and Rescue Headquarters, 
Winsford.  Refreshments will be available from 6pm. 

 
  Councillors B Kerr, WI Humphrey, RA Storrar, Mrs JE Storrar and Mrs 

JM Young would be attending.   
 
• Cheshire West and Chester Borough Council’s Briefing Event on the 

Local Plan at 6:30pm on Thursday, 4 October 2012 at St Mary’s 
Centre, Chester 

 
(b) The Council received reports on the proceedings of the following outside 

meetings 
 

• Cheshire Community Action Network on Wednesday, 12 September 
2012 between 12:30 – 2:30pm at St John’s Church Centre, School 
Lane, Hartford, Northwich CW8 1NP 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the meeting had discussed 

Food Banks.  The event had been specifically for Community Groups 
who needed advice.  She had found it interesting but not beneficial. 

 
• Cheshire Association of Local Councils’ Chester Area Meeting at 

7:30pm on Wednesday, 19 September 2012 at HQ, Chester 
 
  Councillor RA and Mrs JE Storrar had been in attendance and provided 

Members with copies of the presentation that had been given by 
Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers Jo Lappin, Head of 
Strategy, Regeneration and Culture and Alison Armstrong, LSP 
Director.  They reported that there had been a good attendance from 
Parish Councils. 
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147. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Council noted the content of the following communication which had been 

circulated with the agenda. 
 

• Letter dated 20 September 2012 from Stephen Mosley MP regarding 
correspondence he had received from Steve Robinson, Chief Executive of 
Chester West and Chester Council following representations made about 
proposals to re-develop the former The Ridings Infant School. 

 
 Noted. 
 
• Letter dated 1 October 2012 from Mrs D Whitton informing that she 

considered it discourteous of the Council not to have agreed to write to her 
formally acknowledging her service to the local community, after the 
meeting on 4 September 2012 where it had been noted that she was now 
disqualified from being a Member because of her non attendance.  
Although she had sent apologies for absence to cover the period she had 
been away from the village, they had not been accepted. 

 
 The Council agreed that it had been remiss not to write to Mrs Whitton to 

formally thank her for her for her contributions, over many years of service 
on the Council, now that she was no longer a Member.  It, therefore, 
requested the Clerk to do so. 

 
• Letter dated 26 September 2012 regarding a possible land purchase. 
 
 This would be discussed in Part 2 of the agenda after the press and public 

had been excluded from the meeting because it related to the 
financial/business interests of a third person.  (Minute No. 150 refers) 

 
148. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circulars had been received and were available at the meeting: 
 

• Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS Foundation Trust’s Publication 
‘Engage’ 

• Cheshire Rural Touring Arts – Autumn Season 2012-09-17 Campaign to 
Protect Rural England’ s Field Work Autumn 2012 

 
149. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 

and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A (as amended) 
to that Act. The Public Interest test having been applied and favouring 
exclusion. 
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150. POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION  
 
 Further to Minute No. 147 the Council was apprised of an approach by letter 

dated 26 September 2012 from a local landowner who asked if the Council 
would like to purchase a parcel of land for a specified amount. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That consideration of this matter be deferred to the next meeting of the 

Council scheduled for Monday, 5 November 2012. 
 


