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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 2 July 2012 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
  
Public Speaking Time 
 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Mr Howard Jennings addressed the 
Council on behalf of local residents affected by the proposal for the demolition of 
existing store, youth club building and garage block at the Vernon Institute.  He 
informed that a meeting had taken place between residents and the Vernon Institute 
Management Team.  However, the residents had not been happy at the way the 
proceedings of this meeting had been conducted.   
 
Mr Jennings asked the Council to facilitate a further meeting to discuss the planning 
application and funding arrangements.  Local residents were of the view that any 
plans for the Vernon Institute must be sustainable in the longer term. 
 
47. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE AND THE MINUTES OF THE 

LAST MEETING 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That these matters be considered in Part 2 of the meeting, following the 

exclusion of the press and public, because they involve information relating to 
an individual under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 as 
defined by paragraph 1 of Part I of Schedule 12A (as amended) to that Act.  

 
48. NEW STANDARDS REGIME 
 
 (a) Members’ new Code of Conduct 

 
 The Clerk reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Monitoring 

Officer, Simon Goacher had not yet provided her with a copy of the new 
Code of Conduct for Members.  The Council had agreed to adopt this Code 
at its Annual Meeting on 15 May 2012 (Minute No. 6(b) refers) 
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(b) Declarations of Interest 
 
 No declarations of disposable pecuniary or non pecuniary interests were 

received. 
 
49. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 

No planning applications had been received. 
 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decisions that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 12/01860/FUL 
Proposal: Side and rear extensions 
Location: Astbury Cottage South Parkgate Road Saughall Chester 

Cheshire CH1 6JU 
 
“Notice of Planning Permission” 
 

(ii) 12/01082/FUL 
Proposal: Amendment to roof lights and windows (amendment to 

planning permission 10/13274/FUl) (disabled adaptation) 
Location: 31 Hermitage Road, Saughall, Chester, Cheshire. 
 
“Notice of Planning Permission” 

 
(c) Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 There was no progress to report on the initiative to identify owners of land 

in Saughall but Councillor Mrs JM Young assured the Council that this 
initiative would be moved forward and there would be progress to report at 
the next meeting. 

 
(d) Chester Green Belt Study 
 
 The Council noted the content of a letter dated June 2012 from Ann Jones, 

Planning Co-ordinator, CPRE Chester District about a Chester Green Belt 
Study undertaken by Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Planning 
Officers as part of the new Development Plan process.  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to obtain the results of the Chester Green Belt 

Study specifically relating to the Saughall area from  Cheshire West and 
Chester Council’s Planning Officers so that Members can consider the 
detail. 
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50. WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT AND THE ZAP STAND 
 
 The Council received an informative presentation by Adam Hughes and Mat 

Griffiths of the University of Chester’s Informatics Centre on proposals for the 
Council’s new website.  Members would be sent a link to the new site so that 
they could access it and familiarise themselves with it, prior to it going live in 
August 2012. 

 
 Councillor DF Holman then provided the Council with an update on the Zap 

Stand that had also been commissioned.  He agreed to email a copy of the 
proposed design to Members for their comments.  

 
 RESOLVED: That 

 
(1) the progress made in respect of these two initiatives be noted; and  
 
(2) Messrs Hughes and Griffiths be thanked for the presentation and for all of 

the work they have done on the Council’s new website so far. 
 
51. POLICE, HOMEWATCH AND SAUGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD 

MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) Police 
 
 No report was available. 
 
(b) Homewatch Report 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, 

presented an oral report informing that: 
 

• Youths had continually caused childish problems during the Boot Camp 
Sessions in the Golden Jubilee Park.  The situation was being 
monitored. 

 
• The picnic bench attached to the fence in the Golden Jubilee Park had 

been vandalised.  Two planks of wood had been severed from their 
mountings. 

 
 The Council noted that the village was relatively quiet at present but any 

issues that did arise were reported by the PCSO to the Chairman and 
Councillor WI Humphrey. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had met during the previous week and had appointed a Play 
Scheme Leader.  The Scheme would run for a week commencing on 
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Monday, 20 August 2012.  Various activities were planned including Ramp 
Riders and PC Rhys Matthews had been asked to provide the climbing 
tower. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 

52. K’S NURSERIES 
 
 Councillor D Holman and Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 

had met with Peter and Jill Nicholson of Gordale, their advisers Lind 
Healthcare and an architect on 29 June 2012 to discuss plans for improving 
the K’s Nurseries site.  The Council had become concerned about the 
dilapidated state the owners had allowed the site to get into.  (Minute N0.32 of 
the last meeting refers.) 

 
 At the meeting the Councillors had been informed of tentative plans to build a 

Residential Healthcare Centre.  Consequently, they had emphasised the fact 
that the site was in the Green Belt and it would not be easy to obtain planning 
consent for such a project, on what was currently agricultural land.  To be 
allowed, the proposal would have to show that there was no alternative and 
demonstrate a need.  Gordale not being a good neighbour, by leaving the 
Nurseries site in such a mess through neglect and trespass etc. would not 
carry any weight whatsoever, if the owners put forward the building of a 
Residential Healthcare Centre as a means of tidying up the site. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
53. PARISH PLAN REVIEW AND REFRESH 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had met with a member of the 

local community (Nigel Crossley) who was interested in leading on the review 
and refresh of the Parish Plan.  She had provided him with copies of the 
Council’s current Parish Plan and that of Mollington Parish Council. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young also reported that Mollington Parish Council was 

receiving a presentation at its meeting the following evening on the 
Neighbourhood Plan process and all Members of this Council were invited to 
attend. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
54. PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN – ACTION PLAN 
 
 The Council received a revised copy of the Business Plan Action Plan.  

Members reviewed it page by page making comments and amendments as 
appropriate. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Business Plan Action List be listed as a standard item on Council 

meeting agendas. 
 
55. MEMBERS’ TRAINING 
 
 No Members’ training requirements had been identified since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
56. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 Vehicles continued to be parked on pavements and the Council continued 

to monitor the situation. 
 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area and Twenty’s Plenty 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council 

was awaiting a report from the police and guidance from the Government 
before they could move forward on these initiatives. 

 
(c) Bus Stop Lights and No Waiting Sign 
 
 It was reported that the light was still not working and the no waiting sign 

was missing.  Councillor Brian Crowe agreed to take these problems up 
with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Senior Engineer, Andy Raynor. 

 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe was still pursuing a Traffic Prevention Order on the 

Parish Council’s behalf.  It would remain on the Council’s agenda so it 
could continue to monitor the situation because occasionally, a group of 4 
by 4 drivers were seen speeding in this lane. 

 
(e) Overgrown Hedges/Trees 
 
 Councillor DF Holman agreed to attend a site visit with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West 
(North), Ian McNeill and identify all the problem areas. 

 
(f) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction - 

Potholes 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe agreed to follow this up with Cheshire West and 

Chester Council’s Area Engineer for Ellesmere Port and Rural West 
(North), Ian McNeill. 
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(g) No Waiting at Any Time - Missing Sign from the Peg. 
 
 A new sign had not been provided yet.  Councillor Brian Crowe agreed to 

follow this up with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Engineer for 
Ellesmere Port and Rural West (North), Ian McNeill. 

 
57. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 
 It was noted that the village was not as clean as it used to be, now that litter 

picking was being left to Cheshire West and Chester Council.  Members were 
urged to report any problem areas direct to the Streetscene Team. 

 
 It was reported that there was a lot of broken glass in the Golden Jubilee Park 

that would have to be removed. 
 
 Councillor A Warrington had asked Cheshire West and Chester Council’s 

Streetscene Officer, Karl Siteine for additional bins and would be having a site 
meeting with him to agree where to locate them.  Members requested that one 
be located at the Vernon Institute. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
 
58. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Annual Inspection of the Play Area  
 
 The Council noted the content of the Annual Inspection Report.  Minor 

matters had been highlighted and no urgent work was required. 
 
(b) Ponds 
 
 The level of the ponds was okay but there was a lot of litter in them and 

Members identified an urgent need for a clear up of the Park.  Members 
volunteered to help and Councillor Mrs JM Young agreed to arrange this, 
after the Saughall Sports Day event had been held on 14 July 2012. 

  
(c) Car Park Drainage  
 
 The contractors wanted plans of the drains but the Council was unable to 

provide them.  The Field Committee would meet to progress this further. 
 
(d) Mole Activity  
 
 There was very little mole activity at the present time. 
 
(e) Picnic Tables and Benches 
 
 The lost picnic table had been found and needed to be relocated. 
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(f) Park Development and the Proposal to Build a Sports Pavilion 
 
 Questionnaires had been distributed and returned and a proposal was now 

being drawn up that would be brought to a meeting of the Council for 
consideration. 

 
59. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 There was nothing to report on this matter. 
 
60. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) VIMC 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the VIMC had considered its plans to 

redevelop the Vernon Institute three weeks ago and there had been a 
meeting with local residents on 21 June 2012.  The VIMC had a further 
meeting scheduled for the following day to discuss its proposals further. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and Councillor PP Young be requested to 

inform the VIMC of the views expressed by Mr Howard Jennings earlier in 
this meeting. 

 
(b) Clock Automation 
 
 Councillor DF Holman had spoken to the General Manager of Smiths of 

Derby (Clockmakers) who maintained the clock.  He informed that 
automation would involve a custom made device at a cost of £6,000.  
There must also be a mains socket in place in the tower.  Once automated 
the clock would still require manual adjustments, every four weeks. 

 
 Councillor A Warrington informed that he had made an application to the 

War Memorial Trust for funding to help put the names of the Soldiers 
identified as being missing, on the Roll of Honour and for the automation of 
the clock.  Due to the large number of applications received, he had been 
told that there would be a delay in processing them of up to eight weeks.  
The Trust was unable to fund work retrospectively.  Therefore, no work 
would be commissioned until the Council had been made aware of whether 
or not it had been successful with its application for a grant. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received and Councillors DF Holman and A Warrington 

be requested to ascertain whether there is a power supply in the tower. 
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61. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

(a)  “Music in the Park”  
 
 It had been agreed by the Group who had organised the “Music in the 

Park” event that they would repeat it next year to mark the anniversary of 
the Queen’s Coronation.  The lady who had complained about this year’s 
event had agreed to help and had joined the Group.   

 
 Not all of the invoices had been received so the accounts in respect of this 

year’s event could not yet be presented to the Council but it was hoped 
that they would be available for consideration at the next Council meeting 
on 6 August 2012.  There would be a further meeting of the Group on 6 
September 2012. 

 
(b) Remembrance Sunday – 11 November 2012  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that Rev Brian Harris had agreed to 

arrange for a member of the Clergy to officiate at the service on 
Remembrance Sunday, if the village was still without a Vicar. 

 
(c) Saughall Olympics – Saturday, 14 July 2012 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar would hold the Parish Council Surgery at this village 

event and would need the flip chart.  He would also take sounding on what 
people would like to see included in the new Parish Plan. 

 
(d) Christmas Lights Switch On Ceremony – 5 December 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that this event had been moved from a 

Thursday evening to Wednesday evening. 
 
62. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman inform of issues she had been involved in during the month as 

follows: 
 

• Bart Art had been very enjoyable. 
• There would be nine School Admission Appeals for All Saints Primary 

School heard the following Monday. 
• Caravans had been blocking the road from time to time. 
• Problems with the Lodge Lane development had been sorted out and work 

was due to start imminently. 
• No bats had been detected at the Methodist Church and it was hoped that 

the new building scheme could now progress. 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 
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63. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 30 June 2012 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson reported on issues raised at her Surgery held at 

Oaktree Nursery as follows: 
 

• Youngsters had been causing annoyance in Timberfields and 
Larchfields running through gardens and cutting off branches of trees.  
The residents had asked for a ‘No Ball Games’ sign. 

• A land rover had been parked on the footpath in Park Avenue and had 
blocked the light. 

• Youths had caused a nuisance in Rakeway by playing football. 
• The pavements in the Ridings required repair. 
• People did not like the Vernon Institute Management Committee’s 

development proposals for the building. 
• Concerns about parked vehicles on Church Road, particularly by the 

Garage and Pharmacy. 
• Complaints that the Golden Jubilee is not designed for ten year olds 

and that the cable on the Aerial Runway needs tightening. 
• The hedges on Long Lane required trimming. 
• Concerns that the Egerton Arms Public House is closed. 
• Concerns that the Vicarage garden is very overgrown. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor Mrs J Johnson be thanked for her very informative report.  
 
(b) Surgery on Saturday, 14 July 2012. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Further to Minute No. 61(c) Councillor RA Storrar be requested to preside 

over the Surgery on 14 July at the Saughall Olympics event in the Golden 
Jubilee Park between 12 and 5pm. 

 
64. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe congratulated everyone involved with the organisation 

of the “Music in the Park” event it had been an outstanding success.  He had 
nothing to report on the development of the former Ridings Infant School.  He 
expected that there would be an appeal lodged in respect of the Student 
Village proposal for Mollington. 

 
 Councillor Crowe informed that he had met John Dwyer who was standing (as 

the Conservative Party Candidate) for election as the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Cheshire.  He was not a great fan of PCSOs but liked 
Special Constables and wanted to increase them in Cheshire from 250 to 
1000, if he was elected. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That as Councillor Brian Crowe be thanked for his report 
 
65. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 2 July 2012: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013    £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Police – contribution to PCSO 11,800.00 102594 
 Saughall Cricket Club – Grass cutting 1,500.00 102595 
 HM Revenue and Customs 1,213.44 102596 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84 102597 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 35.00 102598 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 56.79 102599 
 Mrs JM Young (Chairman’s Allowance) 1,000.00 102600 
 
(b) Receipts 
 
 No receipts had been received. 
 
(c) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 
(d) Funding Opportunities/Attracting Grant Aid 
 

Councillors Mrs K Ford, WI Humphrey and A Warrington 
 

66. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) The Council noted the following outside body meetings coming up and 
agree representation where required: 

 
• Cheshire Safe Futures Communities Network, 9:30 on Friday, 6 July 

2012 at Quaker Meeting House, Union Walk, Frodsham Street, 
Chester, CH1 3LF 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young agreed to attend. 
 
• Cheshire Association of Local Councils’ Annual Meeting 2012 on 

Thursday, 25 October 2012 at Fire and Rescue Headquarters, 
Winsford.  Refreshments will be available from 6pm. 

 
  Councillors B Kerr, WI Humphrey and Mrs JM Young would be 

attending. 
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(b) It was noted that Members had not attended any outside meetings since 
the last Council meeting on 11 June 2012. 

 
67. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Council noted the content of the following communication which had been 

circulated with the agenda. 
 

• Letter dated 19 June 2012 from Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Head 
of Marketing and Communications about Christmas lights and decorations 
installation. 

• Correspondence dated 27 June 2012 from Mr Ross Jones was handed in at 
the meeting and the Council agreed to put it on the agenda for discussion at 
its next meeting on 6 August 2012. 

 
68. CIRCULARS 
 
 The following circular had been received and was available at the meeting for 

Members’ information: 
 

• Landscape and Amenity – May 2012, Product Update. 
 
69. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That, under section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public 

be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of 
business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined by paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as 
amended) to that Act. The Public Interest test has been applied and favours 
exclusion. 

 
70. MINUTES 
 
 The Council discussed the apologies for absence received from Councillor 

Mrs D Whitton at its last meeting, held on 11 June 2012.  It also reviewed the 
action that it had taken at the Annual Council meeting held on 15 May 2012 
when Members had received Councillor Mrs Whitton’s apologies for absence 
but had considered that she was not fulfilling her commitment to the local 
community because of her regular absences and had resolved: 

 
 ‘That Councillor Mrs D Whitton be recorded, in the Minutes, as being 

 absent from the meeting.’ 
 
 (Minute No. 5 refers) 
 
 It was reported that it had been the Council’s intention that Councillor Mrs D 

Whitton’s subsequent apologies for her absence at future Council meetings 
should be recorded in the same way as they had been recorded in May.  
However, this had not been reaffirmed at the June Council meeting. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1)  the Minutes of the last meeting of the Council be confirmed as a correct 
record, subject to the following amendment being made to Minute No. 22 – 
Apologies for Authorised Absence in respect of Councillor Mrs D Whitton: 

 
 Apologies be noted for a non approved absence from Councillor Mrs D 

Whitton;  
 
 and 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Councillor Mrs D Whitton: That  
 

(a) if she does not attend Council meetings for a continuous period of six 
months she will automatically be disqualified from being a Councillor; 
and 

 
(b) as she has not attended a meeting since March 2012, if she is not at 

the meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 4 September 2012 she will cease 
to be a Councillor. 

 
71. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 Apologies be noted for a non approved absence from Councillor Mrs D 

Whitton. 


