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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 11 June 2012 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 Councillor PP Young 
 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
22. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
   Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
   Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 
23. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Mrs K Ford declared a personal interest in Item No. 6(b) on the 

agenda.  This was in relation to a planning decision made by Cheshire West 
and Chester Council in respect of Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane, Saughall.  
Councillor Ford made the declaration because she rented an allotment there. 

 
 Councillors RA Storrar, Mrs JM Young and PP Young all declared a personal 

interest in Item No. 6(a) on the agenda.  This was in relation to a planning 
application to demolish the store; youth club building and garage block at the 
Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall.  The planning application had been 
submitted to Cheshire West and Chester Council who was consulting the 
Parish Council, as a statutory consultee, on the proposals.  The Councillors 
declaring an interest were all members of the Vernon Institute Management 
Committee, the applicant. 

 
24. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 15 May 2012 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
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25. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 15 May 

2012 be received. 
 
26. PROJECTS TO COMMEMORATE THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE 
 
 Further to Minute No. 8(c) of the Annual Meeting of the Council cheques for 

£500 was presented to representatives of: 
 

(a) The Vernon Institute Management Committee to help fund the provision of 
Diamond Jubilee Planters and flowers outside the entrance to the Vernon 
Institute;  and 

 
(b) All Saints Parochial Church Council to help fund the provision of a 

gateway. 
 
 It was reported that it had been decided to put the gate at the front rather 

than into the “Willow Beds” which had been the original intention. 
 
27. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(a) Planning Applications 
 
 The Council was invited to consider the following planning applications 

received, with a view to passing observations to Cheshire West and 
Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 

 
(i) 12/02154/CAC and 12/02067/FUL 

Proposal: Demolition of existing store, youth club building and garage 
block. 

Location: The Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall, Chester, 
Cheshire. CH1 6EN 

 
 The Council received oral representations from Councillor RA Storrar 

on the planning application submitted to the planning authority, 
Cheshire West and Chester Council.  He informed that he agreed that 
the Vernon Institute building needed to be invigorated but he 
questioned whether the plans were appropriate, the cost of running the 
establishment after the work was carried out and whether it would be a 
burden on the local community.  Councillor Storrar also referred to the 
proposal to have a Social Club within the building with a liqueur licence 
and the affects this competition may have on the Greyhound Public 
House which had been closed for eight or nine months during 2010/11.   
Councillor Storrar informed that he had difficulty with some of the 
planning application and believed the proposals may be too much to be 
financially stable. 

 
  It was noted that the proposed Social Club would only be used for 

functions and the intention was not for it to be open every night. 
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 The Council also received oral representations from Mr Howard 
Jennings, on behalf of the residents who lived beside the Vernon 
Institute and would be affected if the planning application received 
permission.  He informed that many of the residents had not been 
consulted by the planning authority.  The residents did want the Vernon 
Institute to be refurbished.  However, they had concerns about it being 
granted a liqueur licence and the affects of this on the Greyhound Inn.  
They were worried about noise from the Vernon Institute and from 
vehicle people would use to get there and back, events being held late 
into the evening and the loss of the play area and parking provision. 

 
 The Vernon Institute would be double the size it was now and it was 

thought that this would compromise site safety.  Also, the Vernon 
Institute was on a dangerous junction and the proposal would make it 
even more dangerous.  There were concerns over the Design and 
Access Statement.  It was reported, however, that the Vernon Institute 
Management Committee was in the process of addressing these 
concerns. 

 
 Members were aware that the proposal to obtain a liqueur license was 

not a planning matter and would be considered by the Licensing 
Authority in the future, if the planning application received permission 
and the proposed work went ahead.  However, Members did feel that if 
the Vernon Institute was to thrive it needed to be able to sell alcohol at 
its events.  The Council deliberated at length and it was  

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this Council does not object to the planning application, it supports 

the refurbishment of the Vernon Institute, in principle, but it will make 
Cheshire West and Chester Council, the planning authority, aware of its 
concerns over the following which it would like taken into account when 
the planning application is determined: 

 
• traffic congestion; 
• site safety; 
• car parking provision; 
• the noise element, especially in the evening; and 
• the Vernon Institute is situated on an already dangerous road 

junction 
 
(ii) 12/01860/FUL 

Proposal: Side and rear extensions 
Location: Astbury Cottage South Parkgate Road Saughall Chester 

Cheshire CH1 6JU 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Planning Authority be informed that this Council does not 

object to the planning application. 
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(iii) 12/02225/AGR 
Proposal: Portal frame agricultural storage barn 
Location: Seahill Farm, Seahill Road, Saughall 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Planning Authority be informed this Council does not object to 

the planning application, so long as it is maintained for agricultural use 
only. 

 
(b) Planning Decisions 
 
 The Council noted the following planning decision that had been made by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council – the Planning Authority: 
 

(i) 12/00234/FUL 
Proposal: Change of use from stable block into holiday accommodation 
Location: Kings Acre, Kingswood Lane, Saughall 

 
 “Notice of Planning Permission.” 

 
(c) Protection of the Greenbelt 
 
 There was no progress to report on the initiative to identify owners of land 

in Saughall. 
 
28. POLICE, HOMEWATCH AND SAUGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD 

MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORTS 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason had sent her apologies as she had been unable to 

attend the meeting.  Her written report was read out as follows: 
 
 “I have been informed that a red transit van has been seen in the area and 

the driver asks for scrap.  There has been a theft of a fridge from a 
driveway and old batteries stolen from a premise.  More recently, two bikes 
have been stolen from outside two properties. 

 
 Please be vigilant and review your security.  Do not leave anything of value 

on site or bikes unattended and remember to lock garages and sheds. 
 
 If you should see any persons or vehicle acting suspiciously please call 

101. 
 
 It has also been brought to our attention that a scam letter is circulating 

from a Chinese source; please do not reply to this letter and under no 
circumstances give money or bank details. 

 
 Anti Social Behaviour is remaining very low in the village, although I have 

been informed that youths playing football on the grassed amenity area in 
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front of the bungalows by Wain Court are causing the elderly residents 
upset. 

 
 As a reward to the local youngsters for their good behaviour, youth events 

involving Panna Football and Mountain Monkeys have taken place in 
Saughall during the school holidays.  Despite the terrible weather, a good 
turn out and a very good time was had by all.” 

 
(b) Homewatch Report 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, 

presented an oral report informing that: 
 

• two youths had been fighting at the Music in the Park event on Monday, 
4 June 2012.  A similar problem was experienced at the Panna Football 
event.  On both occasions the root of the problem appeared to be 
bullying at school; and 

 
• the bus shelter on Church Road had been damaged and as a result the 

panels had been removed. 
 
 Councillor Humphrey also thanked all those involved in the organisation of 

the Panna Football and Mountain Monkeys events that had been held 
during the school holidays. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
(c) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team Report 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Neighbourhood Management 

Team had contributed to the costs of the Panna Football and Mountain 
Monkeys events.  They had been excellent. 

 
 The Summer Play Scheme would be held during the week beginning 

Monday, 20 August 2012 and a leader had been appointed.   
 
 The Cheese and Wine event scheduled for 15 June 2012 at the Vernon 

Institute had been postponed, until later in the year. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
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29. PARISH PLAN REFRESH 
 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar had put the Chairman in touch with someone from 

the local community who may be interested in taking the lead on the Parish 
Planning initiative.  A meeting had been arranged to discuss what was 
involved.  The Chairman would report back on the outcome at the next 
meeting. 

 The Council gave consideration to establishing a Working Group to refresh the 
Parish Plan and it was 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That a Parish Plan Working Group be set up comprising of Councillors B Kerr, 

Andrew Warrington and the Chairman, Mrs JM Young. 
 
30. PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS PLAN – ACTION PLAN 
 
 The Council received a revised copy of the Business Plan Action Plan.  They 

reviewed it page by page making comments and amendments as appropriate. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Business Plan Action List be further revised taking account of the 

amendments proposed and comments made by Members and a revised copy 
be considered at the next meeting of the Council scheduled for 2 July 2012. 

 
31. ALL SAINTS INFANT SCHOOL  
 
 Concerns had been raised that the new School was not large enough to 

accommodate those children who lived in the village, who wished to attend it. 
 
 Members noted that the Clerk had written to Steve Robinson, Chief Executive 

at Cheshire West and Chester Council on 16 May 2012 as follows: 
 
 ‘All Saints Primary School was formed through the amalgamation of two 

separate infant and junior schools as recently as November 2009.  
However, although it is larger than the average size for a primary school, it 
would appear that it is now oversubscribed in some school years and does 
not have the capacity to accommodate Saughall children whose parents, 
within the timescale laid down, have stated their first preference for a place 
for them in Reception from September 2012.  The Parish Council has been 
told that two Saughall children have been refused places, using the 
oversubscription criteria, on distance and are consequently lodging 
appeals. 

 
 The Parish Council has asked me to write to you to make strong 

representations about the size of the above new School and the need for it 
to be able to accommodate all children who live in the village who want to 
attend the local primary school.  There is a worry that the school building 
should have been larger than it is, as it has only been open a relatively 
short period of time and is already experiencing capacity issues. 
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 As you know, Morris Homes Ltd has submitted a planning application for 
residential development of 31 two storey dwellings on the former The 
Ridings Community Infants School site in Rakeway, currently in the 
ownership of your Council.  Also, planning consent has already been 
granted for 18 new affordable homes on land off Lodge Lane (part of the 
County Farms Estate).  Once these houses are built, it is expected that 
families with children will move into some of them, as they are family 
houses.  Quite reasonably, these families will expect their children to be 
able to attend the local primary school, when in reality this may not be 
possible.  This problem may be further compounded by an increase in the 
birth rate in future years. 

 
 Can you please let me know when you are next carrying out a review of 

primary school places in Chester and what arrangements, if any you are 
putting in place to increase the capacity of All Saints or to accommodate 
Saughall children who fail to secure a place when the school is filled to its 
planned admission limit and full?  I am sure that you will appreciate that the 
capacity of the relatively new village school is causing serious concern in 
Saughall and parishioners are asking the Parish Council to take this up 
with you on their behalf.  Please let me have your comments, as soon as 
possible, so that I can publish them in the Council's Newsletter so that all 
interested parties are informed of Cheshire West and Chester Council's 
stance on this important community issue.’ 

 
 Mr Robinson had replied on 30 May 2012 as follows: 

 
 ‘Thank you for your email regarding the school admissions in your area. 
 
 Saughall All Saints CE Primary School has 40 places per year group and 

this is still deemed to be sufficient for the number of pupils within the 
schools catchment area.  Nearly 30% of the pupils that currently attend the 
school come from outside the catchment area and last year only half the 
reception places were taken by children who lived within the school's 
catchment area. 

 
 However, for the September 2012 intake, the number of applications for a 

school place at Saughall All Saints CE Primary School did outnumber the 
places available at the school and the published oversubscription criteria 
was applied.  This is not unusual and for this reason parents are asked to 
indicate three preferences on their admission applications form.  Early 
indications show that more than 96% of parents across the Borough were 
offered one of their preferences with 88% receiving their first preference. 

 
 The breakdown of places offered on the published "Offer Day" of 23rd April 

2012 were 33 'in area' children who live within the schools catchment area, 
19 of these were also siblings of pupils who are currently at the school.  
The other 7 children offered a place at the school were from outside the 
catchment area but met a higher oversubscription criteria than any other 
children who were not offered a place, this included siblings of pupils who 
are currently at the school but live outside the catchment area. All parents 
have a right of appeal to an independent appeals panel for any school they 
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wish their child to attend and the School Admissions Team can advise 
parents of the process. 

 
 Officers in Children & Young People's Services are consultees on all 

planning applications for new housing. Where the houses are deemed to 
be family homes (i.e. 2 or more bedrooms) a child yield calculation is 
applied and compared with the school numbers in the local area.  If a 
legitimate request for a financial contribution can be made then the 
expansion of a local school would be explored to ensure it would be 
possible, practical and would not prejudice the effective education of the 
pupils. 

 
 Regarding reviews of primary school places, officers in Children & Young 

People's Services carry out annual assessments of school places and 
highlight where teaching accommodation can be increased to meet, 
wherever possible and practical, parental preference.  Consideration must 
also be given to the impact on the rest of the school community when 
making changes such as these.  In addition to this, changes to Published 
Admission Numbers (PAN) are reviewed, and consulted on, on an annual 
basis the next consultation period will be between December 2012 and 1 
March 2013 for the September 2014 entry.  In the new Schools Admissions 
Code (February 2012) if the governing body of a voluntary controlled 
school request to increase their PAN then Cheshire West & Chester 
Council, as Admission Authority, would have to take the presumption of the 
new code which favours an increase in PAN into account when making a 
decision. 

 
 I hope that the above information is useful and the outlined details 

emphasise our continued commitment to ensure that every effort is taken 
for children to be offered a place at their school of choice.’ 

 
 It was noted that Mr Robinson had sent a standard reply that did not contain 

any information that the Council was not already aware of and that he had not 
addressed the matter of the proposed residential development. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the correspondence between the Clerk and Mr Robinson be noted. 
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32. K’S NURSERIES 
 
 Further to Minute 16(a) Councillor DF Holman’s report of the Parish Council’s 

Surgery held on Saturday, 5 May 2012, the Clerk had written to Gordale about 
the dilapidated state that K’s Nurseries, in its Gordale’s ownership, had been 
allowed to get into.  Consequently, Peter Nicholson of Gordale had responded 
inviting Members to meet with Gordale’s advisers and consultants, Lind 
Healthcare Ltd at 10am on Friday, 29 June 2012 at their office at Pioneer 
House, North Road, Ellesmere Port.  CH65 1AD. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the position be noted and a report on the proceedings of the scheduled 

meeting be brought to the next meeting of the Council on 2 July 2012. 
 
33. MEMBERS’ TRAINING 
 
 No Members’ training requirements had been identified since the last meeting 

of the Council. 
 
34. HIGHWAYS ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 A vehicle had been parked completely on the pavement in Larchfields and 

had been reported to the police.  It was reported that a patient attending 
the Doctor’s Surgery had parked across someone’s driveway and had 
been abusive when asked to remove his vehicle. 

 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area 
 
 The Smiley SID and speed gun were in regular use in the village.  It was 

agreed that the proposal for Saughall to be designated a Community 
Speed Watch Area would need to be revisited. 

 
(c) Bus Stop Lights and No Waiting Sign 
 
 It was reported that the bus stop by the Edgerton Arms Public House still 

was without lights and that the No Parking at any Time sign was missing 
from the Peg.  It was agreed to ask Councillor Brian Crowe to take these 
matters up with Cheshire West and Chester Council Officers on the Parish 
Council’s behalf. 

 
(d) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor Brian Crowe was still pursuing this Order on the Parish Council’s 

behalf. 
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(e) Twenty’s plenty 
 
 There was still no progress to report.  The Clerk would ask Councillor Brian 

Crowe to find out why this was the case. 
 
(f) Crofters Way 
 
 It was reported that the offending moss had been treated. 
 
(g) Overgrown Hedges 
 
 Members were informed that if trees and hedges were obstructing 

pavements so that people with prams and pushchairs were unable to pass 
without stepping out onto the road, they should report the problem to 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Area Engineer, Ian McNeil.  He 
would ask the owner of the hedge/trees to take appropriate action and if 
they refused he would arrange for the action to be taken himself and then 
he would send the owner the bill. 

 
(h) Fiddlers Lane, Rakeway and the Church Road/Hermitage Road junction - 

Potholes 
 
 It was agreed to draw Councillor Brian Crowe’s attention to the state of the 

roads detailed above and ask him to ensure that Cheshire West and 
Chester Council carried out much needed repairs as soon as possible. 

 
35. LITTER PICKING, WASTE BINS AND DOG BINS 
 
 It was noted that the village was not as tidy as it used to be. 
 
 The bin by Wain Court was constantly overflowing.  The bin that had been set 

on fire in the Golden Jubilee Park was still serviceable, with the use of a bin 
liner. 

 
 Members agreed that more Dog Bins were required in the village.  One 

needed to be located by the Vernon Institute.  Councillor A Warrington agreed 
to pursue this matter with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Streetscene 
Officers. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
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36. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 

(a) Report of the Field Committee 
 
 The Field Committee had not met since the last meeting of the Council. 
 
(b) Ponds 
 
 There was litter and water in both ponds.  Another clean up was required 

and would be arranged. 
 
 (c) Car Park Drainage – To monitor and consider any advice received 
 
 Members agreed to pursue this matter further. 
 
(d) Annual Inspection of the Play Area 
 
 A meeting of the Field Committee would be held to consider the Annual 

Inspection Report.  It would make its report to the next meeting of the 
Council scheduled for 2 July 2012. 

 
(e) Mole Activity – To Monitor the Situation 
 
 There was very little mole activity at the present time. 
 
(f) Picnic Tables and Benches 
 
 Two picnic tables had been put into the Park.  One was now missing and 

would be looked for, as it was thought that it may have been thrown in the 
pond.  The other picnic table would be relocated to the play area. 

 
(g) Park Development and the Proposal to Build a Sports Pavilion 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that a questionnaire had been drawn up 

which would be used to survey the users of the uniformed Groups’ 
Headquarters, on what they would like to see replace the Headquarters 
building etc. 

 
 Members discussed the proposed Sports Pavilion, along with the proposals 

to improve the Vernon Institute and agreed that a new Sports Pavilion, 
which was at least five years from completion, would complement a 
refurbished Vernon Institute.  

 
37. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that attendance at the Youth Club was still 

encouraging.  Also, Mrs J Black, the new helper was proving to be a big hit 
with everyone and was a real asset to the Club. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
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38. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 
 Councillor PP Young reported that the next meeting of the VIMC was the 

following day, when its plans to redevelop the Vernon Institute would be 
discussed. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
39. COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

(a) The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, “Music in the Park” – Monday, 4 June 2012 
 
 It was agreed that the “Music in the Park” village event, held to celebrate 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee had been fantastic.  Councillor RA Storrar 
thanked Councillor Mrs JM Young and everyone who had worked on this 
project to make it such a success. 

 
 The Clerk and the Chairman had received lots of emails congratulating the 

Parish Council on the event.  There had also been two emails received that 
had been critical of the event. 

 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that a debriefing would be held shortly 

and the question of whether Music in the Park could be an annual event 
would be discussed.  She would report on the outcome at the next Council 
meeting on 2 July 2012. 

 
(b) Remembrance Sunday – 11 November 2012  
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that as neither All Saints nor St 

Bartholomew’s Church had a vicar at present she had asked Revd Brian 
Harris if he would be willing to return to the village to assist on the 
afternoon of Remembrance Sunday.  He had not yet replied. 

 
(c) Saughall Olympics – Saturday, 14 July 2012 
 
 The Rotary Club of Saughall was responsible for arranging this event 

which would be held in the Golden Jubilee Park. 
 
(d) Christmas Lights Switch On Ceremony 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that the Christmas Lights Switch On 

would be on 5 December 2012 at the Vernon Institute. 
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40. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman presented her bi-monthly report informing of issues she had 

been involved in during the month as follows: 
 

• Parents of those children who had not been offered a place for their 
children at All Saints Primary School had contacted her for help and 
advice. 

• A neighbour’s dispute in Hermitage Road.  PC Rhys Matthews and PCSO 
Wendy Leason had dealt with it. 

• There had been a house fire at 153 Hermitage Road.  The house had been 
standing empty and a demolition order was now being sought. 

• A dog bin by the cut through on Church Road had not been emptied for 
some time.  Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Streetscene Officers 
had been informed. 

• There had been a water leak on Hermitage Road.  United Utilities had 
been informed. 

• Gypsies had camped on land in Mollington from Wednesday to Saturday.  
It was thought they had been on their way to Appleby Horse Fair. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Chairman be thanked for her report. 

 
41. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 2 June 2012 
 
 Councillor A Warrington reported that most of issues raised at his Surgery 

had been discussed e.g. the water leak on Hermitage Road, car blocking 
the driveway on Church Road.  He referred to the proposal to automate the 
Vernon Institute Clock and agreed to find out if there was any funding 
available for War Memorials. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor A Warrington be thanked for his report.  
(b) Surgeries on Saturday, 30 June 2012. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor J Johnson be requested to preside over the Surgery on 30 

June at Oaktree Nurseries between 10:00am and 10:45am. 
 
42. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER (CWAC)  COUNCIL 
  - LOCAL MEMBERS’ REPORT 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That as Councillor Brian Crowe was not in attendance at the meeting his 

report be deferred until the next meeting of the Council scheduled for 2 July 
2012. 



Page 28 

43. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Audit Commission – Consultation on the Appointment of an External 
Auditor 

 
 Andrew Davies, Senior Manager, Markets and Fees at the Audit 

Commission had written to the Clerk on 10 May 2012 to consult on the 
appointment of an External Auditor for 2012/13 and future years.  The 
appointment of BDO LLP would be for five years and would be from 1 
September 2012.  The consultation period ran until Friday, 29 June 2012 
and all Members had received a copy of Mr Davies’ letter. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the detail of the consultation be noted. 
 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Finance and Business 

Development Committee held on 23 April 2012: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2012/2013    £ Cheque No 
 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 748.80 102576 
 (Affiliation Fee) 
 Cheshire Playing Fields Association 20.00 102577 
 (Affiliation Fee) 
 Cheshire Community Action 50.00 102578 
 (Affiliation Fee) 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 56.79 102579 
 Saughall Jubilee Fund 2000.00 102580 
 (Parish Contribution to “Music in the Park”) 
 Broker Network Ltd (Insurance) 1215.58 102581 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 88.78 102582 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84 102583 
 Mr B Salisbury (Travelling Expenses) 5.00 102584 
 Morral Play Solutions (Equipment inspection) 54.00 102585 
 Mrs JM Young (Wine) 35.99 102586 
 All Saints Parochial Church Council 500.00 102587 
 (Diamond Jubilee Project) 
 Vernon Institute Management Committee 500.00 102588 
 (Diamond Jubilee Project) 
 NWN Media Ltd (Newsletter distribution) 39.19 102589 
 Wirral MBC (Printing and Postage) 303.37 102590 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 489.84 102591 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 36.00 102592 
 Mr J Davies (Litter Picking) 56.79 102593 
 Public Works Loan Board  2771.22 Direct Debit 
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(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following receipts be noted: 
 
  £ 
 SP Power Systems Ltd (Way leave) 4.60 
 Vernon Institute Management Committee 845.00 
 (Repayment re fee to submit Planning Application) 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 
(e) Funding Opportunities/Attracting Grant Aid 
 
 The Council gave consideration to establishing a Working Group to 

progress the Community Investment Champion initiative. 
 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) a Working Group be established consisting of Councillors Mrs K Ford, 
WI Humphrey and A Warrington; and 

 
(2) this initiative be included in the Council’s Business Plan and Action List. 

 
44. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 The Council noted that there were no outside body meetings coming up.  It 

received reports from Members on proceedings at an outside meeting 
attended as follows: 

 
• Cheshire Association of Local Council’s Quality Forum 
 
 Councillors B Kerr and WI Humphrey reported that there had been two 

speakers at the meeting.  There had been a solicitor from the National 
Association of Local Councils who had made a presentation on 
Employment Law.  There had also been a speaker from ACAS presenting 
on disputes. 
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45. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 The Chairman read out an email that the Clerk had received from Andy White, 

Race Director, Active Leisure Events Limited in relation to the Chester Half 
Marathon which had been held on Sunday, 13 May 2012. 

 
 Mr White had written as follows: 
 

 “I am writing to Saughall & Shotwick Park Parish Council to thank your 
members for their help and support for the Chester Half Marathon on 
Sunday 13th May 2012. Please also pass on our thanks and appreciation 
to the people of Saughall & Shotwick Park, and the thanks of our runners. 
Runners have told us how much they enjoyed the new route for the 
Chester Half Marathon, and the support they received from local 
communities; here are just a few examples of comments we have received: 

 
 “The drinks people were great as were all the locals” … “The support of 

the locals on the way round was fantastic - especially when they can 
see you fading and shout your name” … “Good local turn out that kept 
you going” … “Great atmosphere at the finish in the city centre, and 
great support from locals along the route. Nice that the schools along 
the route got involved at the water stations!” … “Cheering along the way 
from volunteers and spectators made for an unforgettable day” … 
“Great crowd support and volunteers were fantastic” … “Lots of vocal 
support throughout the course” 

 
 Our aims were to provide a major showcase event for Chester, giving a 

significant boost to the local economy and raising substantial funds for 
local and national charities. We hope we have achieved these aims. Early 
indications from our impact assessment show: 

 
• Twice as many runners entered as in previous years, and almost all 

said they would race again and recommend the race to a friend.  
• Runners brought on average two other people with them, and spent 

over £50 while in the city.  
• More than £300,000 has been raised for local and national charities.  

 
 We also aim to create as small a footprint as possible to minimize 

disruption to residents and businesses, and to work with local communities 
to help them to benefit from the event. We would appreciate your feedback 
on how successful this was, and any ways in which we could improve in 
the future. 

 
 Please don’t hesitate to get back to me if you have any queries or feedback 

about the Chester Half Marathon – we are sure there are ways that we can 
improve our race for next year. Our proposed date for the Chester Half 
Marathon in 2013 is Sunday 12th May.” 

 
It was reported that Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team had 
received £250 for marshalling the event and £250 for running the drinks 
station.  This funding would help subsidise the play scheme the Team would 
run during the summer holidays. 
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46. CIRCULARS 
 
 No circulars had been received.  


